
Issue 04 El Carmelo PTA Newsletter Dec. 11, 2009

Carmeletter

1

Happy Holidays!

Dec. 18                  Winter Fun Spirit Day,  Minimum Day
Dec. 21-Jan.1        No School, Winter Break
Jan. 4               School Resumes
Jan. 13                     Auction Art Session 5th grade, 1:30-3pm
Jan. 14                      Lego Night, MP Room, 6-8pm
Jan. 7                        Carmeletter Submission Deadline for Jan.15th publication

El Carmelo Calendar

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org



Principal’s Letter

2

Dear El Carmelo Community,

With all of the attention that we have given Math this year, I want to take some time to tell you about the 
work that we have been doing in the area of Literacy.  

Guided Reading
Over the last few years, the district elementary schools have been working on our common practices in 
teaching reading. This school year, four schools (El Carmelo, Nixon, Juana Briones and Fairmeadow) spent a 
staff development day in September immersing ourselves in the practice of Guided Reading under the 
guidance of Joyce Gordon and others from the publisher Heinemann, experts in literacy.  

The following is a simple definition of Guided Reading:
 “…a strategy, which involves the teacher working with small groups of homogeneous students…  
 The teacher continuously monitors and evaluates the individual student's level of comprehending  
 and reading ability… students are immersed in reading and writing by both trade books and   

    literature books… By working with small groups, the teacher is able to individualize instruction.”  
    Definition from http://guidedreading.tripod.com/GuidedReading.html

This is not a new technique at El Carmelo for teaching reading, but we are continually working on refining our skills. One reason that 
this is important is that Guided Reading ties into…

The Developmental Reading Assessment or DRA
The DRA is a series of leveled books and recording sheets designed to allow teachers to determine students' reading accuracy, fluency, 
and comprehension levels. DRA data are collected at the end of each grading period to determine student progress. You may have 
discussed this important assessment with your child’s teacher.

If you have any questions about these terms and practices, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher or myself.

Sincerely,
Chuck Merritt
Principal

PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo Parents,

We need a PTA President for next year 2010-2011.
 
For the first time in El Carmelo history (that our parents can remember), the President (me) has been 
operating without a Vice President in training. Typically, the Vice President works in partnership with the 
President for a full year. Then, the Vice President takes over as President the following year. This 
arrangement ensures the President has appropriate support, sets up the incoming President for success, 
and makes certain some is always ready to take over the helm.

Parents have paid me the very kind compliment of asking if I would consider continuing as President next 
year. I feel honored to have earned your support. I appreciate your vote of confidence and 
acknowledgment of the success we’ve had this year in streamlining the PTA. With that said, after two years 
(first as Vice President and now as President), it’s time for me to retire at the end of my term in June 2010. 
It’s important to pass on the torch for several reasons. First, the next generation of parents needs to step 

up and take ownership for the PTA. Second, the PTA is a team effort. It takes a village, as opposed to one person year after year, to keep 
it going and ensure legacy, information and resources are passed along.
 
This is my fourth year on the PTA Board (in addition to volunteering in my kids’ classrooms). Being President has been an invaluable 
experience. I encourage anyone to consider this opportunity. You will directly impact your child’s school, support our incredible 
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El Carmelo Giving

teachers, work hand in hand with the Principal, build community, gain insight into the bigger picture, and get to know many 
wonderful parents.

Some have utilized the PTA President experience as a chance to build new skills. Others have utilized their PTA President experience as 
an entrée back into the work force after many years of taking a break to be home with kids. Still other Presidents are part time or full 
time working parents (yes, it can be done). PTA Presidents have even gone on to become PTA Council Presidents, School Board 
Members, or City Council Members.
 
There are many ways to fill the PTA President position. Someone can work as PTA President supported by a Vice President. Two people 
can work as a team sharing the President position. In one case, at a PAUSD school, there was a team of four parents who took on the 
President position! They knew they needed a PTA President and found a way to make it work.
 
You may be thinking you don't have time. Keep in mind, volunteers don't necessarily have more time than anyone else. Yet, they make 
the time and keep our PTA rolling.
 
Please know that in order for a PTA unit to remain in good standing at any school site, it must have fifteen members and three officers 
including: a President, a Treasurer and a Secretary (in addition to meeting other requirements). Otherwise, because of PTA Bylaws, the 
school PTA must disband and all assets and property are transferred to the California State PTA.
 
http://www.capta.org/sections/basics/local-pta.cfm
 
I know the Principal, the teachers, and you are anxious to maintain the strong PTA we have at El Carmelo for your kids. Thank you for 
considering our PTA President position next year either alone, or as part of a team. Please contact me directly if you would like to chat 
about this opportunity.
 
Jennifer Mutz
PTA President 

It has been the tradition at El Carmelo for the PTA to organize holiday philanthropic efforts. In years past, for example, the PTA has 
organized charitable giving efforts through The Giving Tree, or directly to El Carmelo families in need.
 
This year, the PTA is encouraging El Carmelo families to help closer to home through the Christmas Bureau. The Christmas Bureau is a 
nondenominational, volunteer-run, non-profit charity group established in 1955. Its simple mission is to collect money and send it to 
people in need right here within the Palo Alto Unified School District's border. The recipients are referred to the charity by the school 
district and other social service agencies. Recipients who receive charitable donations use the money to prepare a holiday dinner, 
purchase needed household items or clothing, or pay for school supplies for their children.
 
The economic downturn has resulted in more families within our own community who need assistance. The Christmas Bureau is 
hoping to raise $100,000 this year and has so far raised $56,000. Donors include individuals, businesses and foundations in our ve
ry own Palo Alto community. According to the Palo Alto Daily News, the Bureau raised $112,880 last year, and sent checks to 2532 
people. There are about a dozen volunteers who work from August to December to make this effort happen. Because it is volunteers 
who coordinate the effort, about 99 percent of the funds raised go directly to recipients.
Anyone interested in helping families in need this holiday season can mail donations directly to: 

Christmas Bureau of Palo Alto at P.O. Box 51874, Palo Alto, CA 94303. 

To see the recent Palo Alto Daily News article (November 24, 2009) about The Christmas Bureau, visit
http://thedailynews.ca.newsmemory.com/ee/thedailynews/default.php?pSetup=thedailynews.

Thank you for your generosity in supporting those in our community who need assistance this holiday season.

By the PTA Executive Board
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Give El Carmelo a Gift for the Holidays and Beyond - For Free!
Sign Up for eScrip Today!    

IIt's fast, easy, and free, and helps to pay for PTA-funded programs that El Carmelo students value. 
To sign up, go to www.escrip.com, select About the Program and Sign Up. Designate El Carmelo PTA as the recipient and register 
your Safeway and Macy's cards, and your credit and debit cards. Then, whenever you shop at participating merchants using these 
cards, a donation is made to El Carmelo at no cost to you.

Shop On-line and Earn More Money for El Carmelo

You can earn money for El Carmelo not only by shopping with local merchants, but by shopping on-line too. Hundreds of on-line 
retailers participate, including Amazon and eBay. Make sure you're signed up for eScrip before you sit down to do your shopping 
and do one of the following:

1)  Go to www.shopping.escrip.com and access your on-line shopping sites from there, OR
2)  Download the free software AutoEARN from www.escrip.com and every time you shop with a participating on-line merchant 
your contributions will be credited to El Carmelo.

Please don't miss out on this opportunity to benefit our children and their school.  If you have questions, please contact one of 
the El Carmelo eScrip coordinators:

Maria Derrick: (650)  330-0598 or wesderrick@mindspring.com      
Julia Jacobsen: (650)  856-7935 or juliajac@aol.com

Lego Night - January 14, 2010, 6-8pm, MP Room
It's not too early to mark your calendars for Lego Night 2010. If you and your children love Legos and Lego building, then mark 
your calendars for Thursday, January 14th, from 6 to 8pm, as the date and time to put El Carmelo's ENORMOUS collection of 
Legos to good use. If you would like to help with this event in any way, please contact: 

Ann Holum: (650)283-2336 or holum@sbcglobal.net

Volunteering

Thank you to the generous parents who have volunteered for so many wonderful El Carmelo activities over the past couple 
months. Hopefully, you've all read and appreciated the very long list of thanks we print in each newsletter to those parents who 
so kindly give of themselves to our community.
 
For those who filled out a Volunteer Form to help with upcoming events and submitted it at the beginning of the year, we also 
thank you. Event Chairs rely on you to make their activity successful. When a Chair contacts you for the event you signed up to 
help with, please respond and let them know whether you are still able to help. If you are not, please provide the courtesy of a 
response. If you say yes, please show up!
 
We've run into a high number of situations where parents filled out the Volunteer Form and offered to help with particular 
events, yet they are not responding when contacted by the Chair. Sometimes, a parent volunteer says yes to assisting but then 
doesn't show up. Please be responsive and supportive to the Chairs who are kindly volunteering and working hard on behalf of 
all families at El Carmelo. 
 
Thank you and have a fabulous holiday!

By Laura Tannenwald, VP Volunteer Services 
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It’s the season of giving. Why not plan to give to the El Carrmelo Auction? 

The auction is an incredible vehicle for reinvesting in our school and community. 

Here’s why:

When you donate to the auction, or bid on an item, you’re helping to build and foster our community. Many of the items 
available for bidding are group activities, such as dinners, theme-parties, kid or family outings, and other social events. Our 
community is stronger through our time spent together. When we know the people around us, we feel more connected and 
engaged. This enriches us all. 
When you attend the auction, you get to socialize with other parents from our school. The auction is the one social event for all 
El Carmelo parents. It’s a time to kick back and enjoy the parents you already know and meet those who you may see every day 
but don’t get a chance to talk to. We have so much in common with each other – we value our great school and school system, 
we value our community, and we value our kids. 

When you donate to the auction or bid on an item, you’re giving our school the gift of financial support. EVERY DOLLAR 
GENERATED THROUGH THE AUCTION GOES DIRECTLY TO EL CARMELO!! We have so many great resources to foster learning, and 
the PTA needs your help to keep them coming and growing.

Just as each dollar counts, each moment spent with our fellow community members counts. It all adds up to make this a richer, 
more comfortable, more nurturing environment for our children and our families. 

Every moment that you participate in an auction-related activity helps to build our community, whether it’s planning a group 
donation, attending a group party, or sending your child out to a kid-focused gathering – it’s all good! 

The auction will be held on Friday, March 26th at the University Club in Palo Alto. 

PTA Website: ElCarmelo.PaloAltoPTA.org

For Questions please contact:
Ana-Maria Dias
Auction Chair
650-326-5854
Anamaria_am99@yahoo.com

Auction News 
By Carrie Leontis

On a chilly Friday the 13th in November, El Carmelo Dragons gathered in the multipurpose room for a fantastical adventure. 
Bundled in blankets while indulging in popcorn, 41 kids and over 20 other families followed Alice through Wonderland. Lots of 
giggles and exclamations filled the air as she shrunk or grew and as she tried to have tea with the Mad Hatter.

El Carmelo Dragons got a taste of what’s to come at the March 26 Alice in Wonderland Auction to be held at the University Club 
in Palo Alto, and they have the following folks to thank for their fun Friday night: Faiza Zarroug, Liu Ding, Rashmi Hunt, and 
Tracy Chen. Wearing their Mad Hatter hats, they served 32 bags of popcorn. Thank you also to all the kids who helped set up the 
chairs and mats, especially Sam H., Nica H., Sophia K. and Ellie K. And of course, the biggest thanks go to Ana-Maria Dias for putting 
together the event as well as the upcoming auction. If you missed Alice and the Cheshire cat this past month, make sure you 
don’t miss them again in March.

Alice in Wonderland Movie Night at El Carmelo 
By Rachel Golden
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Ladies and gentlemen, the moment you've all been waiting for . . . PTA members now have the El Carmelo 2009-2010 Student 
Directory, produced by the PTA! If you feel you should have received a Directory and did not, please contact me directly.
 
Thanks to PAUSD’s sharing contact information with the PTAs, the efforts of several very generous parent volunteers, and 
gracious help from Ginny and Jennifer of the school office, the PTA has produced this year's Directory. We all owe extraordinary 
thanks to El Carmelo dad Ram (G.D. Ramkumar) for producing the bulk of the Directory. It’s a very big effort.
 
I’d like to give parents insight into how the Directory is produced and why you receive it when you do.
 
In years past, dedicated PTA volunteers hand-entered every family’s contact information from the back of the One-Check Forms 
received in September and October. That was an arduous process requiring many “man” hours of data entry. (Keep in mind that 
this is an entirely separate workflow from the One-Check Form finance data that we still continue to hand-enter for every family). 
This year however, the PTA followed a different process in obtaining contact information. Every family entered their own data 
online with PAUSD when registering their child(ren) for school. For those families who chose to authorize release of their 
Directory information, PAUSD then passed it along to each school’s PTA to be published in that school’s Student Directory.

The PTA posted in several eNews bulletins and the Carmeletter last spring that parents needed to authorize release of their data 
from PAUSD in order to be included in this year's El Carmelo Directory. Most parents did do this. For those parents who did not 
authorize release of Directory information, we tried to contact you to verify whether you truly wanted to be omitted from the 
Directory or in fact actually wanted to be included. We know the new online registration process may have been confusing in 
terms of what “authorization for release of data” meant. We did our best to reach as many parents as we could from those who 
were in last year’s Directory but missing from the PAUSD list obtained by the PTA for this year’s Directory.
 
Moving forward, please remember to authorize release of info to PAUSD every year if you would like to be included in the El 
Carmelo Directory. Also, keep in mind it’s an all-or-nothing inclusion (unless you email the PTA directly to omit certain pieces of 
information from the El Carmelo Directory).
 
In terms of timing, some parents have asked: “If I entered my data when I registered online with PAUSD last spring, why does it 
take until now to receive the El Carmelo Directory?” The simple answer to that is that PAUSD does not release families’ 
information to PTAs until the second week of October. After that, it takes the PTA some time to compile all the data, compare it to 
last year’s Directory, verify class lists, print it, and get it into everyone’s Friday folders.
 
Perhaps in the future we may get the data from PAUSD earlier (or perhaps not!). We have considered an online Directory like 
some other schools. But parents have expressed a preference for the hard copy Directory. There are various options for the future. 
We’re open to hearing about those ideas and welcome anyone who would like to sign up to help with this Directory effort. In the 
meantime, the PTA is proud to offer you this Student Directory, so you can connect with your neighbors and classmates. It’s a 
fabulous resource! Enjoy.

El Carmelo Student Directory
By Jennifer Mutz, PTA President

Does your child want to help?

You may have noticed some students dressed up as cards or perhaps Mad Hatters in the morning at drop off on Friday, Nov. 13. 
I asked some of my daughters’ friends to help me distribute flyers on the auction’s Movie Night, and I was overwhelmed with 
help! It turns out MANY kids love to do this. If your child is one of them, let me know and I will make sure to find an opportu-
nity for them to help between now and the Auction on March 26.  All they need to do is show up at school early at 8 a.m. on 
the date designated and help until the first bell rings. I will provide the costumes, unless of course, they prefer to bring their 
own. 
Ana-Maria Dias
Auction Chair
650-326-5854
Anamaria_am99@yahoo.com 
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. . . Directory: An enormous thanks to G.D. Ramkumar (Ram), for his extraordinary effort in producing the bulk of our El Carmelo 

Student Directory! We are all extremely grateful as it is a huge project. Thank you also to Erica Brand and Laura Tannenwald for 

their assistance in distributing it to all PTA members.

. . . Finances: Christine Hodson for her herculean efforts as Treasurer. She assists with ensuring our PTA funds are in order, manages 

expenses and income, coordinated our PTA tax payment process, manages our PTA accounts, and supports the Principal and 

teachers daily by assisting with the purchase of needed items for the school.

. . . School Supplies: Kelly Zenger for an incredible effort over the summer purchasing a huge collection of school supplies for 

every child in every grade! Kelly saved all the families time and money and we are extremely grateful for her effort in purchasing 

the supplies, distributing the supplies to each teacher, and coordinating reimbursement of the supplies to the PTA for each 

family.

. . . Membership: Mai Le for managing our Membership drive efforts, managing complicated databases, and working hard to 

distribute PTA membership cards to all El Carmelo families.

. . . Hearing Screening: Oiha Lam for assisting our children and teachers.

. . . Photo Make-up Day: Jean-Yves Bouguet for assisting the children and teachers.

. . . Alice in Wonderland Movie Night: Ana-Maria Dias, Faiza Zarroug, Liu Ding, Rashmi Hunt, Tracy Chen, students Sam, Nica, Ellie and 

Sophia for hosting a fabulous social movie night at El Carmelo; and all the families (both parents and kids) who pitched in with 

clean up.

. . .  Recess Volunteer: Dad Eric Guzman who has generously agreed to help monitor kids at recess for the entire year.

. . . Game Night: Stephanie Youngquist who hosted another fun game night for all families as a community social and fundraiser, 

along with parent volunteers who helped teach the games.

. . . Game Cart: Stephanie Youngquist who has resurrected the El Carmelo game cart, putting together a super collection of 

activities to be used at recess by all the children.

. . . See’s Candies Fundraiser: Shirley Siu for kindly spearheading a delicious and successful fundraiser for our school with See’s 

candies sales; and parents who assisted Shirley in distributing the candies to parents in time for the holidays.

. . . Pumpkin Display: Lucie Thomas who helped with our cherished annual event in October.

. . . Communications: Susy Kim for her ongoing dedication to keeping our parent community informed and up-to-date with a 

fantastic weekly eNews.

A HUGE ‘Thank you’ to all these volunteers ...
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