
February 2009
February Character Trait - Responsibility
February 5 - Lego Night 6-8pm
February 9 - Site Council Meeting 3-4:30
February 11 - PiE Magic show 1:30-2:30
February 13 - NO SCHOOL
February 16-17 - NO SCHOOL
February 20 – Auction Donation Forms Due
February 25 - Spirit Day – Look-a-like-day
February 26 - Carmeletter submission deadline

March 2009
March 4 – Kinder Craft Session 1:30-2:30pm
March 8 - Math/Science day 2-4pm
March 9-12 - Book Exchange
March 10-12 - MARS testing

El Carmelo Calendar
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2008-09 Campaign Ends on February 12, 2009
More information on pgs.  4 and 5

Happy Valentine’s Day!

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org



Technology Moves Ahead with Smartboards

Thanks to the generosity of the PTA in budgeting funds for new 
technologies, El Carmelo is moving forward with the use of Smartboards 
for instruction. The entire staff received a superb demonstration 
conducted by 5th grade teacher Gaelyn Mason in January.  The response 
has been excitement about learning to use these tools.

Smartboards look like electronic whiteboards even though they are 
much more than this.  There is a projector attached to the Smartboard 
that will display digital input from almost any medium (Internet, DVD, 
document camera, etc.).  Media that have an interactive component (MS 
Office, Google Tools, interactive learning games, etc.) can be 
manipulated by students standing at the Smartboard.  And, the 
Smartboard does come with electronic pens that allow users to write in 
cursive directly on the surface, even incorporating handwritten notes 
into other media.

Two Smartboards were placed in pilot 4th and 5th grade classrooms 
several years ago.  Based on the encouraging results from these 
classrooms, we are adding one each to the 4th and 5th grades as well as 
extending the pilot to one each of the 1st through 3rd grade 
classrooms. Piloting teachers will make their materials and Smartboards 
available to their grade-level colleagues.  As we see how well the tool is 
suited to instruction, the goal will be to integrate this technology into 
every appropriate grade-level classroom.

Thank you once again, El Carmelo PTA!

Chuck Merritt
Principal

Principal’s Letter

2www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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La Tecnología Avanza con Smartboards

Gracias a la generosidad de la PTA en la financiación de nuevas tecnologías, El 
Carmelo va progresando hacia el uso de los Smartboards para la enseñanza. 
El equipo docente de la escuela recibió una presentación magnífica por 
Gaelyn Mason, profesora del 5º grado, el pasado mes de Enero.  La respuesta 
ha sido un deseo entusiasta al uso de esta tecnología.

Los Smartboard parecen ‘whiteboards’ electrónicos aunque en realidad son 
mucho mas que eso.  Hay un proyector incorporado al Smartboard que 
proyecta una imagen de casi cualquier medio digital (Internet, DVD, cámara 
digital de documentos, etc.).  Los medios que contienen un componente 
interactivo (MS Office, Google Tools, juegos educativos) pueden ser 
manipulados por estudiantes de pie delante del Smartboard, igual que una 
pizarra.  En adicción , el Smartboard viene con lapiceros electrónicos que se 
usan como para escribir, incluso sobre otros medios.

Dos de los Smartboards fueron instalados para probar en dos salas hace un 
par de años.  Basándonos sobre el éxito de esta prueba, vamos a añadir uno 
mas en salas de 4º y 5º grado así como uno en una sala por grado en el 1º al 
3º grado.  Los profesores que van a probar los Smartboards van a ofrecer a sus 
colegas la oportunidad de usar la tecnología en sus clases, así como los 
materiales que diseñan para el Smartboard.  Sobre la marcha, si vemos que la 
tecnología sea adecuada para cada nivel, la meta será proveerla en cada clase 
del grado apropiado.

De nuevo, Gracias PTA!

Chuck Merritt
Principal

Principal’s Letter  Spanish Translation by Moisés Goldszmidt

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Greetings El Carmelo!!!
The El Carmelo Auction is April 18.  Every year our community gathers for 
a night of good food, great company and fun fundraising.  This event is 
our primary fundraiser.  The PTA is asking all parents to consider making a 
donation for this important event.  Please take a moment to look at the 
included article to get ideas for donations.

Additionally, this year's PiE campaign ends on February 12.  If you have not 
made a donation yet, please do not miss the deadline.  The funds raised by 
PiE help pay for our classroom aides, spectra art and conflict resolution 
education.  We need everyone's support.  PLEASE donate.  Thanks!

Michele Kasper 
PTA President
mekasper@comcast.net

PTA President’s Letter

Carmeletter Publication Members

PTA President

PTA Exec. Vice-President

PTA Vice-President of Communications

Principal

Editor

Back-up Editor

Layout

Distribution

Spanish Translation

eNews

Michele Kasper

Jennifer Mutz

Stephanie Youngquist

Chuck Merritt

Maria Whealan

Jeanette Cheng

Wen Li

Christine Hodson

Moises Goldszmidt

Christine Hodson

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Thank you to the 123 families at El Carmelo who have given to the 2008-2009 PiE campaign.  To 
show our appreciation we will once again be hosting a magic show featuring the amazing Kim 
Silverman, Ph.D., on Wednesday, February 11th in the MP room at El Carmelo from 1:30-2:30pm.

Our children need our support more than ever during these difficult financial times.  PiE is still short 
$540,000 from its goal.  This year El Carmelo’s goal is to at least meet our participation rate from last 
year’s 73%. The PiE campaign ends February 12th, 2009 and we still need 76 more families to 
donate. Due to California’s budget problems many Public School Districts will have to make difficult 
choices about Art, Counselors, Maintenance, Staff and other areas in the coming year. We in Palo 
Alto are fortunate to have the many existing enrichment programs for our children. This comes in 
part from monies donated to PiE. The community feeling within our school is strengthened when 
we can work together.  If you haven’t already donated to PiE, any gift you can make will show your 
support for our children and our school community.  

While we wish to encourage a donation to PiE, the magic show is open to all El Carmelo children 
irrespective of whether or not a donation has been made by the family.  We look forward to seeing 
your children at the show!

Elizabeth Ludwig  
El Carmelo PiE Representative
elizdoiludwig@hotmail.com

A Magical PiE
 thank you!

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Local Movie Night for PiE

El Carmelo moms and daughters are invited to a special pre-Valentine’s “Movie Night” fundraiser to 
benefit both local and international education programs. Organizers are screening the movie 
musical, “Hairspray,” featuring John Travolta and Zac Ephron, Friday night, Feb. 6, 2009, 7:30 pm at the 
Butterfly Life exercise studio in Mid-town Palo Alto. Admission is free. Organizers will be accepting 
donations (of any amount) for PiE.  In addition, moms and daughters will also have the opportunity 
to support the fund-raising efforts of several Mid-town middle school students, who are raising 
money for the construction of a school for children in Africa.  The student organizers are fundraising 
on behalf of Free the Children (www.freethechildren.com), a non-profit organization that empow-
ers children to affect positive social change in the world through education, leadership and action.  
 
Marta Reines and Candee Losacano, who own the Butterfly Life studio at 2695 Middlefield, say they 
are happy to support this after-hours event. “I think it’s fantastic these girls want to raise money for 
PiE and for building a school in Africa!  I am so happy I can help them in this way. I hope everyone 
brings pillows & blankets to snuggle in and enjoy this movie together with their daughters!” said 
Reines.
 
Organizers say the suggested attire for this event includes PJ’s, Baltimore 50’s fashion, or whatever is 
comfortable for you… to stretch out and relax… or get up and dance whenever you and your 
daughter feel the beat!!   RSVP to: (650) 566-0100.

Other PiE News and Events

Me Oh My, It’s Time for Pie!
 
As a sweet thank you to all of you who have given generously to PiE (Partners In Education) this 
school-year, we are once again holding our popular Pie for PiE give-away!  Everyone who makes a 
donation to PiE by our deadline of Feb. 12 will automatically be entered in our yummy Pie for PiE 
drawing! We will have a drawing and three lucky families will get to feast on a deluxe pie, kindly 
donated by the spectacular pie-makers at the Palo Alto Creamery. 

This is the Creamery’s third year supporting El Carmelo’s Pie for PiE Thank You program, and we 
send the Creamery a big thank you times three! So be sure to get your donations into our front 
office at El Carmelo, and then keep your fingers crossed that your family will be one of our sweet 
winners, who will get a gorgeous pie to celebrate this Valentine’s Day, with all our thanks!
 
Any questions? Contact carrie_manley@yahoo.com

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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El Carmelo Auction April 18,2009

Thanks to all those who have donated to the 2009 El Carmelo Carnival Auction.  Your generous 
contribution will help support important school programs for our children.  

If you haven’t yet donated, there is still time.  The deadline for handing in donation forms is February 
20th.  Donation forms can be found at the school office or at 
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/forms.html 

If you’re not sure what to donate, go to http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org for a list of donation 
ideas.  

If you need more ideas or have questions, please contact Jeannette Cheng  chencer@gmail.com or 
Cynthia Tham  Cynthia.tham@gmail.com

All El Carmelo kinders are invited to attend the crafts workshop in Room 1.  The children will be 
making fun art for CARNIVAL, El Carmelo's upcoming auction.  The following parents will be 
supervising the kids and assisting with the activities:  Shirley Siu, Jennifer Mutz, Stephanie Youngquist, 
Sherwin Wong, Erika Krugler, Kori Shaw and Ana-Maria Dias. 

If you would like your kinder to attend please fill out the form that went home in the Friday folder or 
pick up a copy from the school office and return it to your kinder teacher.

For questions please contact:
Shirley Siu  siusiu@pacbell.net
Ana-Maria Dias  anamaria_am99@yahoo.com, 650-326-5854

FREE Kinder Craft Session
Wednesday, March 4, 2009

From 1:30pm - 2:30pm
El Carmelo, Room 1

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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PTA Trivia Quiz - Enter for a Chance to Win Ice Cream! 

Book Exchange coming soon!  Mark your Calendars!

Congratulations to Jade whose name was picked from the correct answers to the PTA quiz held on 
January 21st.  
Correct Answer:  The PTA will spend $15,000 this year on field trips and special in-classroom projects 
for El Carmelo students.
 
Congratulations to Mikayla whose name was picked from the correct answers to the PTA quiz held on 
January 28th. 
Correct Answer: The PTA spent $2,100 last year on El Carmelo's Math Lab.
 
Contests are held every Wednesday at 1:30 pm at El Carmelo.  All students are welcome to participate 
for a chance to win ice cream.

The Annual Book Exchange will be held March 9 - 13 this year.  Here is how it works:

- Students bring in previously read books of any level
- Teachers collect books from students on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings
- Parents help sort the books out so that a fresh assortment of books can be distributed to the      
techers to give to students on Friday
- Students can receive up to 5 “new” books for their donations
- Donate 1 book, receive 1 book, donate 5 books, receive 5 books, donate more than 5 books, receive 5  
books
- Every child receives a book, even those who forget to donate

We need
- Donations of more books so every child can receive at least one book. 
- Parent volunteers to help sort books 8:30 - 11:30 am on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday  
(please sign up for 30 min. or 1 hour shifts).

To volunteer or donate books, contact asmita@runge.us

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Biking, Walking and Safer Driving

With beautiful, clear sunny days, we would like to remind people to bike and walk to school. If your 
family has yet to adopt this healthy and green lifestyle as a regular habit, now is a great time to start! 
Walking and biking have a real, positive impact on our environment, quality of life and long term 
health. It’s fun and a great way for the whole family to begin the day. 
 
If you have to drive, please carpool. Whenever you’re in your car, consider these important reminders 
from the City of Palo Alto and PAUSD’s Safe Routes to School Programs in the spirit of Child 
Passenger Safety Week February 9 - 12:
  
Please refrain from talking on your cell phone (even a hands-free phone) while you’re driving.
Research shows that a hands-free phone poses no less danger than a hand-held one. The problem is 
not your hands, but your brain. (See New York Times article, Health section, January 12, 2009, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/13/health/13well.html). Laboratory and real world experiments 
show drivers talking on cell phones are four times as likely to have an accident as drivers who are not. 
That’s the same level of risk posed by a driver who is legally drunk! No matter what the device 
(including a hands-free cell phone), phone conversations appear to take a significant toll on attention 
and visual processing skills. Interestingly, listening to talk radio, listening to audio books or talking to 
a fellow passenger does not degrade driving skills. 
 
We parents would surely be up in arms about drunk drivers at school, but cell phones are so common 
that we may not be aware of the impairment they cause. 

 Kids up to 4’ 9” are safer in booster seats. 
Children who use booster seats are 59% less likely to be injured in a crash than those wearing a safety 
belt alone. In a crash, poor fitting adult seat belts can result in serious injury to your child’s abdomen, 
neck and head. Use boosters until kids reach a height of 4’ 9”, keep your children in the back seat until 
age 12, and wear seat belts on every trip.
 
Please keep our kids safe.  Thank you!

by Jennifer Mutz, PTA Vice President

10MileClub

We have a super group of motivated kids who have reached their 10 mile goal this month. 
Congratulations to Jeffrey, Kevin, Brian, Hannah and Geoffroy on completing 50 laps! Fantastic job.
 
It’s a pleasure to see our repeat customers in addition to new faces each week. Even half way in to the 
year, kids are working up the courage to make their way over to the 10MileClub and ask if they can 
participate. Often these new children have seen the pride and excitement in their friends’ faces when 
they’ve completed five laps in a day or achieved the 10Mile goal. It’s especially rewarding to see how 
the veteran 10MileClub kids welcome and encourage our new runners and walkers. Ask your child if 
they participate in 10MileClub. They may surprise you.

by Jennifer Mutz, PTA Vice President

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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UPCOMING FREE PARENT EDUCATION EVENTS-EVERYONE WELCOME

“HELPING OUR CHILDREN THRIVE!” PTA Council Series
All PAUSD parents, teachers & Palo Alto community welcome!
Join other educators & parents to discuss practical ways to lower unhealthy student stress at home 
and at school. Presentation includes video highlights from Stanford’s recent “SOS Stressed-Out 
Students” Conference, featuring:
David Elkind, author of The Hurried Child and The Power of Play
Dr. Ken Ginsburg, (A Parent’s Guide to Building Resilience in Children & Teens)
Denise Clark Pope, Stanford Educator & co-founder of Challenge Success
Dr. Madeline Levine, nationally-noted psychiatrist & co-founder of Challenge Success
 
Thursday Feb. 26, Fairmeadow School, 6:30pm-9pm (including community-wide potluck, all 
welcome!)
Live Spanish Translation Provided � Free On-Site Child � More info. at  www.info.paloaltopta.org

HEARING FROM OUR TEENS

“Student Attitudes & Experiences Regarding Alcohol, Marijuana, and Bullying” 
Monday, March 2, 7-8:30pm, PAUSD Board Room, 25 Churchill, Palo Alto
Here’s your chance to find out the compelling, recent survey results from students at Palo Alto and 
Gunn High Schools and Jordan, Terman and JLS Middle Schools. Our own Palo Alto middle school and 
high school students participated in this wide-ranging “social norms” survey earlier this school year, 
covering such important health issues as alcohol, marijuana and bullying. All interested students, 
parents, educators and community members are encouraged to attend. Sponsored by the Palo Alto 
Drug and Alcohol Community Collaborative.   www.info.paloaltopta.org

BREAKING THE CYCLE OF BULLYING

Palo Alto PTA Council Series: All parents, teachers & community welcome!
-�How is bullying different from typical disagreements between siblings or peers?
- How does bullying or what some call “social cruelty” have a potentially lasting impact on the bully, 
the bullied and the bystander
- How we can, as parents and teachers, help create inclusive, safe environments for all children?
 
Palo Alto’s non-profit agency “Parents Place” answers your questions and presents the latest research 
on bullying—an issue that, at some point, impacts every child.
Just select date and location easiest most convenient for you: 
Elementary School Program: Ohlone 3/4/09 � El Carmelo 4/16/09 � Duveneck 4/28/09 
Juana Briones 5/6/09 
Middle School Program: 4/7/09 JLS, A primer on bullying in Middle School, in all its forms, including 
Cyberbullying.  FREE & open to all PAUSD parents, teachers, & the community.  
Live Spanish Translation Provided � Free On-Site Child Care � All programs run 7pm-8:30pm
Check www.info.paloalotpta.org for details, and more dates/times for other participating schools!

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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MIDDLE SCHOOL: HOW IS MY CHILD REALLY DOING?

All PAUSD parents, teachers & Palo Alto community welcome!
Learn about typical adolescent behaviors, plus new ways and opportunities for you to connect 
meaningfully with your children during this rapidly changing time.  
Learn the warning signs of emotional/mental distress that all parents need to know. 
This do-not-miss Palo Alto PTA Council Parent Ed program will be lead by a panel of our PAUSD 
Middle School Counselors and mental health professionals from Adolescent Counseling Services. 
El Carmelo 5th grade parents are encouraged to attend!
JLS Middle School, March 18, 2009, 7pm-8:30pm, Pre-Event Reception 6:30pm, open to everyone
Terman Middle School, April 1, 2009, 7pm-8:30pm
Jordan Middle School: TBA
Live Spanish Translation Provided � Free On-Site Child
Check www.info.paloalotpta.org for details

GIRLS AND CONFLICT

Local cable presentation featuring best-selling author/educator Rachel Simmons for parents of girls in 
K-12 & beyond, and for girls age 10 & up. Rachel Simmons, founder of Girls Leadership Institute & 
author of Odd Girl Out: the Hidden Culture of Aggression in Girls, spoke Jan 8th in Los Altos to a 
capacity crowd.  As a public service, the Palo Alto PTA Council and Los Altos PTA organizers arranged 
to have Simmons’ full presentation video-taped for broadcasting on several local cable access 
channels.  PTA organizers encourage parents to watch the presentation with their daughters. Starting 
Sunday, local cable subscribers may view the program on Channel 27 or Channel 28. 
  
Channel 27 showings will be take place throughout February at 11:30 a.m. Sundays and 6 p.m. 
Saturdays.  On Channel 28 it will be shown at 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays starting Jan. 25 and 
continuing through February.  If you don’t have cable TV, you can watch this presentation by going to 
www.communitymediacenter.net for a live streaming presentation on-line at scheduled times.                                   
 
For more information on parent education programs in Palo Alto and throughout our region, please 
visit www.info.paloaltopta.org . Special thanks to PTA volunteer and Paly parent, Erwin Morton, for 
developing this outstanding new community on-line resource to help all our families.

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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A special ‘thank you’ to those involved with the 
Give It All Away event at El Carmelo…

Thanks for all your help with El Carmelo’s Give It All Away Week.  Special thanks to the 60 people 
who came on Saturday and participated in our first family service day – with extra kudos to all who 
delivered our donations.  Special thanks to the alumni and scout troops that gave their time!  
 
The El Carmelo community worked together to donate over 100 bags and boxes to agencies 
serving our community.  We also collected boxes of books for our El Carmelo Book Exchange and 
sent 10 boxes of supplies to a kindergarten class at Compton Avenue Elementary School.  We hope 
you will continue to learn about and help the agencies we served:

Asian Americans for Community Involvement  - http://www.aaci.org/home.htm
Career Closet - http://www.careercloset.org/
Friends of the Palo Alto Library - http://www.friendspaloaltolib.org/
East Palo Alto YMCA - http://www.ymcamidpen.org/eastpaloalto/index.html
InnVision - http://www.innvision.org/about/index.php

Thank you Doi/Ludwig, Fogarty, Ford, Runge, Schneider, Singh, McIntosh, Geiselhart, Cowie, Livingston, 
Schmit, Pynchon/Sanchez, Chu, Anwyl, Kwon, DuBois, Dias, Sayer, Liu, Beesley, Tracy, Leong, Jensen, 
Hartwell, Youngquist, Chan, Mutz and Woon families for your leadership AND most especially to Mr. 
Merritt, Mrs. McCoy, and Jennifer Fernandez!

Thank you to the families and staff of El Carmelo Elementary School who generously donated 
activity kits, blankets, clothes, and more to Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI) 
last Saturday.  We were delighted to be one of the beneficiaries of El Carmelo's "Going Green" 
initiative to encourage re-use of household items.  AACI provides an array of social services to 
help empower individuals, support families, and build community, and the donations will help 
women and children who have been victims of domestic violence.  Special thanks to the El 
Carmelo students for their philanthropy at a young age.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele Lew
President and CEO
Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI)

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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… to Maya Venkatraman for bringing visiting author Betsy Franco to our school.  The kids had a great 
time!

… to Megan Fogarty for creating the "Give it All Away" event at El Carmelo. And, thanks to the over 50 
individuals who participated in sorting and delivering the donated items to local charities.

… to G.D. (Ram) Ramkumar for his work on the directory.

… to Ann Holum for organizing Lego night.

…to El Carmelo families who participated in the UNICEF donations and collections this past 
Halloween.  Everyone once more displayed their caring and support, in a BIG way, for UNICEF, as 
children collected pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters in bright orange boxes last Halloween.  The 
student body collected a RECORD $1,054.25 this year!  Thank you so much, families, for participating 
in this worthwhile cause.  UNICEF donations help to give education, clean water, health care (known 
for their vaccination programs) and nutritious food to needy children worldwide.  El Carmelo Families 
– YOU ARE THE BEST!

El Carmelo Leadership Club

With many thanks to all from the El Carmelo PTA!!!

‘Thank you’ to all these volunteers ...

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org

Issue 6 El Carmelo PTA Newsletter February 6, 2009


	p1
	p2
	p2_Spanish
	p3
	p4
	p5
	p6
	p7
	p8
	p9
	p10
	p11
	p12

