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Feb 16  —  
Feb 19-23 —  
Feb  27 — 
Feb  28  —  
March 6 — 
March 6-7— 
March 6-9 — 
March 8 — 
March 11—   
March 13 —   
March 13—   

NO SCHOOL, Staff Development Day 
Ski Week, NO SCHOOL 
Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. at 25 Churchill Avenue 
Spirit Day (Look-a-Like Day) 
Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. at 25 Churchill Avenue 
STAR CST Writing Test for 4th graders 
MARS Test for 3rd and 5th graders 
Carmeletter Deadline, 3 p.m. 
Pre-Auction Dinner 
Board of Education Meeting 7 p.m. at 25 Churchill Avenue 
Parent Education –From Conflict to Cooperation, 7 p.m. at El Carmelo Library 

CALENDAR 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Do you know these people? 

If you said “Classroom Aides at El Carmelo”, you are right!   
What is PiE’s connection to them? Turn to page 5 and read the article, “Classroom Aides and PiE!”. 

10 Mile Club (see pg 6)

Book Exchange (see pg. 4)
Volunteer

s Needed!

10 Mile Club (see pg 6)

Book Exchange (see pg. 4)
Volunteer

s Needed!

Back row standing (L-R): Yi-Mei Chang, Chtistine Ashley, Mary Perricone, Megan Fisher, Audrey Alonis, Karan Barich 
Front row  (L-R): Mary Castle, Linda Hoshizaki, Nancy Starr, Jane Garvey 
Photos inset (Top-Bottom): Mona Napaa, Rose Desposito, Amy Love 



Principal’s Letter 
Dear El Carmelo Parents, Students, and Community,                                     
 

Thank you for helping us make a smooth transition into the second half of 
the school year.  Your continued efforts and direct support definitely benefit 
all our children. THANK YOU also to the many volunteers who actively 
participate in classrooms and in other school related activities, which make 
the school a vibrant place.  Let’s keep it going! 
  
Updates and other general information: 
 
            Note the following test dates and related information: 

Testing dates: Please do not schedule appointments or trips on days 
when your child is to take a test. Do note the following test dates and 
also check with your child’s teacher for other relevant dates: the week of 
March 6-8 all third and fifth graders will take the MARS Math Test; on 
March 6 and 7 all fourth graders will take the writing component of the 
STAR Test; May 7 – May 17 all students in 2nd–5th grades will take the 
STAR Test.  Please note the information on participation rate below. 

 
Participation rate on the STAR Test:  Make sure your child 
participates in the upcoming 4th grade STAR Writing Test. It is critical 
that at least 95% of our students take this test.  There are State sanctions 
for schools and districts that do not meet this participation rate 
requirement.  If you have a question, please contact me directly. 

 
 School Survey: You should have received a copy of the school survey via 
your child on Wednesday, February 7 or soon thereafter.  Please take the 
time to complete and return the survey to your child’s teacher. The purpose 
of this feedback from parents is twofold: (1) to enable teachers to review 
and consider your perspective on your child’s experience thus far this year.  
Your viewpoint will help teachers understand what has been effective for 
your child and to indicate what aspects of the classroom program could be 
improved, and (2) to inform us on how the rest of the school supports the 
children and the community, as well as provide us with needed information 
regarding health and safety matters. Please reflect upon the questions and 
provide us with meaningful and balanced feedback.  We take your 
responses seriously!  This is also an opportunity to use clear and 
constructive communication skills. 
 
 Thank you for your donation to PiE: educational funding has been up 
and down the last few years, due to economic and political reasons.  
However, you and other Palo Altans, have been the absolute constant in the 
lives of our schools.  You have maintained a clear focus in support of 
education in our district.  The community effort in this area does sometimes 
put a strain in your own personal lives.  To whatever extent you have given 
to this cause, all has been extremely helpful.  Thank you in advance for your 
ongoing and generous donations in support of our children’s education!  
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PTA President’s Letter 
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Join us for upcoming community building events. There are several community-building events be-
tween now and the end of the school year.  By the time you get this edition of the Carmeletter, however, 
the Asian Dinner will have already taken place.  I hope you had the opportunity to come and sample some 
of the scrumptious meals and got to know El Carmelo family members you had not met before.  There are 
other upcoming activities that include the African-American/Mexican Pre-Auction Dinner on March 10, 
the Pancake Breakfast on March 24, the El Carmelo Auction on April 14, the May Fete Parade on May 5, 
and the School Open House on May 23.  All of these activities provide an opportunity for us to come to-
gether socially as families to support our children and the school.  I hope to see you there!  
 

Please stay in tune with your child and your child’s teacher.  The second half of the year is typically more 
intense for children, academically and socially. Most students have major projects to complete and friend-
ships sometimes shift, causing emotional stress. Your vigilance and support will be instrumental in pro-
viding a safety net when they need it.  Let us know if we can help. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Lupe García 

The PTA Nominating Committee is beginning its search for the energetic, caring, talented group of peo-
ple who will make the next school year as good, or better, than this one.  Please consider giving some of 
your time and yourself to our school next year.  There are so many ways to help, even if you can give 
only an hour once in a while.  Please contact either of us if you would like more information on ways to 
participate. 
 

Thank you from both of us to all of you who give your time to our school community. 
 

Eric Schuur, President              Ana-Maria Dias, Executive Vice-President 

This is a good time for a little mid-year reflection from a PTA perspective.  
Much has already happened this year and much more is yet to come between 
now and summer.  From Back-To-School Night on to the Asian Dinner and 
many events in between; many field trips, the Ice Skating Party, the 
Children’s Theater Rumplestiltskin performances and the Spaghetti Dinner.  
All of these have come and gone for this school year.  Still to come, we have 
the Pre-Auction Dinner, the Pancake Breakfast, the Auction, the Spring Book 
Fair, and Teacher Appreciation Week.  The list of people needed to put on 
these events is quite long. 
 

Think a little further and the list gets quite a bit longer.  How about the year-
long efforts that don’t get any fanfare, but that we count on nevertheless?  
Lice Control, the Carmeletter, Enews, eScrip, the Spirit Shop, Health and 
Nutrition, School and Traffic Safety, Noon Art, and on and on. 
 

How many people from our school community does it take to make these 
things happen at El Carmelo? 
 

Now is the time when we begin our efforts to make sure we can provide the 
same experience for our students and families next year.  All of these jobs 
must be filled each year and we rely on you, our  school community, to help. 
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Come early and enjoy a complimentary beverage from the Latte Man 
when you buy your tickets for "The Love Boat" auction this year.  He 
will be there between 8:00-9:00 a.m., in front of the MP room.  If you 
can’t make it in the morning, you can also come in the afternoon 
between 2:30-3:30 p.m.  
 
The auction will be held at the Stanford Faculty Club on April 14th, 
tickets will be $60.00 per person.  
 
Ticket order forms will also be available in the office for your 
convenience.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Debra Wittenbrink at dwittenbrink@aol.com or 324-2835. 
 
Thank you & mark your calendars to buy your auction tickets on 
March 15th,  8:00-9:00 a.m. or 2:30-3:30.p.m., in front of the MP 
room. 

The 30th Annual El Carmelo Auction 

Tickets will 

go on sale 

March 15!

El Carmelo Book Exchange 
 
The Book Exchange is coming MARCH 5-9th 
 
Students bring in books the week of March 5 to exchange for new reading material. 
 
WE DESPERATELY NEED: 
 
• VOLUNTEERS TO SORT BOOKS! 
• EXTRA BOOKS SO EACH STUDENT CAN RECEIVE AT LEAST ONE! 
• COMPUTER PAPER BOXES 
• BROWN HANDLED PAPER BAGS 
 
» Conatct elisaschmit@ hotmail.com to help with any of the above needs! 

Upcoming Events in March... 
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Classroom aides are the people who help our teachers instruct 
all our children.  Without funding from PiE (Partners in Edu-
cation), over half of these people would not be at El Carmelo.  PiE is the non-profit foundation run by par-
ent and community volunteers that raises money exclusively to pay for unmet staff needs in Palo Alto pub-
lic schools.  This year, El Carmelo received over $100,000 from PiE.  Over $64,000 goes directly to pay for 
classroom aides. 
  
The bottom line is that government funding does not meet our expectations for excellent public schools.  In 
the past, each school’s PTA (Parent Teacher Association) raised money to pay for these otherwise un-
funded needs at each individual school.  Five years ago, PAUSD restricted PTAs to only paying for “stuff”, 
not “staff”.  To cover the resulting “staff” shortfall, PiE was created to raise money for staff across all Palo 
Alto schools, while PTAs remain specific to each school, helping pay for items such as field trips, com-
puters, math lab supplies, and much more.   
  
Please donate to PiE so that our children can be supported in the classroom.  Any amount makes a differ-
ence: $20 pays for one hour of aide time.  This year's campaign ends on February 28, 2007.  Until that time, 
all gifts will be matched; new donor's gifts will be doubled! 

Classroom Aides and PiE! 

Discuss as a family the importance of a healthy heart, it is after all the most important muscle in our bod-
ies!  Heart disease affects many and this can be prevented through healthy nutrition and regular exercise. 
Fruits and veggies protect the heart, are you getting your 5 a day? Eating lower fat food items is a good 
idea also, so all the veins and arteries carrying blood to and from the heart can stay clean inside.  Whole 
grains and lots of fiber also keep our blood vessels clean.  Do any of the breads or cereals in your kitchen 
have more than 5g fiber per serving? If yes, keep up the good work!  If not, make your next purchase a high 
fiber one. 
 
Also, it is useful for our children to hear about their own family members that have had heart prob-
lems.  We do not want to frighten them, but empower them to make good choices and develop heart 
healthy habits at a young age. 
 
In addition, the American Heart Association has a great website if you can access this at home with your 
student!  Go to www.americanheart.org and then to the Children's Health section. 
 
Ask your child about what is going on in P.E. each week.   We are fortunate to have a fantastic team of P.E. 
teachers in our district that are getting our kids to move, exercise and raise those heart rates! 
 
Coming in March...FUEL YOUR BODY...the importance of Breakfast! 
 
Raquel E. Burgos, MD, MPH 
www.villagedoctor.com 

February is Healthy Hearts Month! 



Linda Jensen Liz Cowie 

Issue 9                                                       El Carmelo PTA Newsletter                                              February 2, 2007 

6 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Peer Streaming and Attendance Area Update 
Liz Cowie and Linda Jensen 

Peer-streaming was briefly considered at the meeting.  The Board was responding to Superintendent 
Callan’s recommendation, in her January 16, 2007 report, to continue the policy of splitting JLS students 
between Paly and Gunn.  In other words, the Superintendent recommended that the Board vote not to 
pursue the idea of a peer-streamed track for El Carmelo students living in the Paly residential area. 
 
Representatives to the Attendance Area Advisory Group (“AAAG”) from El Carmelo and JLS had urged 
the Board through letters, and public comment at this meeting, not to adopt the Superintendent’s 
recommendation.  Instead, they urged the Board to authorize the AAAG to propose, analyze and advise 
the Administration on possible peer-streaming options.  The Board agreed that it was premature to vote 
on peer-streaming, and removed the language from the Superintendent’s recommendation.  One board 
member cautioned against letting peer-streaming result in very different sizes among the secondary 
schools. 
 
The Board also voted not to open a 13th elementary school.  Despite the AAAG’s consensus that opening 
a 13th school was the preferable option to relieve enrollment growth pressures, the Board voted 3-2 to 
continue with 12 schools and add modular classrooms at several schools.  El Carmelo is not among the 
schools being considered for modulars or portables at the moment.  The Board plans to reconvene the 
AAAG to look at setting a trigger point as to when a 13th school should open, and do a cost-benefit 
analysis as to where that school should be located.  
 
Finally, the Board voted to ask AAAG to “reconvene to reconsider boundary adjustments for the 12 
elementary schools bearing in mind peer-streaming.”  Because any boundary adjustments considered by 
the AAAG will not go into effect until the 2008-2009 school year at the earliest, it is likely that any peer-
streaming options will be similarly delayed. 

Board Meeting February 6:  Attendance 
Boundary Changes Delayed One Year 

Congratulations to Amy, Natalie, and Maya on completing 10 miles (50 laps) within El Carmelo and 
earning that T-shirt!  We are so proud of our runners at El Carmelo and the effort they all make.   
 
The students run on Tuesdays during lunch recess, starting in front of Mr. Danie’s classroom.  They are so 
enthusiastic that their smiles are contagious.  If you are a parent who’d like to volunteer with this, and share 
those smiles, we’d love your help!   
 
» Please contact Liz Cowie at: lizcowie@alumni.duke.edu   

10 Mile Club 

The Superintendent announced at the Board of Education 
meeting on February 6 that any attendance area boundary 
changes would not take effect until the 2008-2009 school 
year.  The reason given was that students had already regis-
tered for the 2007-2008 school year. 
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El Carmelo Students Report 

      On October 23, 2006, Nia Gardner ventured to 
America.  Nia and her parents and her little sister, 
Illi, left their home in Burnham, England, (about 30 
minutes by train from London, and flew 11 hours to 
California.  Why?  Nia came here because of her 
father’s career.  Can you imagine flying halfway 
around the world to a brand new continent, state, 
city, school and neighborhood? 
 

      From school to sports, Nia says America is dif-
ferent from England.  Back home, her favorite sport 
was netball, a game similar to basketball, except 
that when you have the ball, you can’t run—you 
can only throw the ball to your teammates.  At 
Nia’s English school, called Priory, the students are 
required to wear green, white and gray uniforms, 
while here at El Carmelo we definitely don’t wear 
uniforms!  Nia’s old school has all the classrooms 
in one large building with corridors, while our 
classrooms are spread out.  “The schools are abso-
lutely, completely different,” says Nia.  
 

      Back home, Nia liked to go to Southern Down 
Beach, which is in Wales, a small country next to 
England. 
 

      Here in Palo Alto, Nia is enjoying new tradi-
tions.  To celebrate her 9th birthday, she brought de-
licious Welsh cakes to school.  “We make them in 
Wales.  I’m half Welsh.  My mum is half Welsh.  I 
went to Wales once a month, because my cousins 
and my mum’s relatives live there,” she said. 
 

      Nia says so far she likes America, her class-
mates and her teachers.  She really enjoys skating at 
the Winter Lodge and swimming at the YMCA.   
 

      When Nia came to America she left behind 
friends, relatives and her school.  We are so excited 
to have Nia in our class—and in our country!  Nia 
is really nice and we are all having a great year to-
gether! 

     Illi Gardner is a brave 7 year-old girl.  She is 
in second grade.  She is still a bit scared and not 
too excited about moving here.  She said, “I 
didn’t want to leave my house behind.”  It was 
hard for her to leave because, “I didn’t get to 
even say good-bye to my best friend.” 
  
     Illi does enjoy playing basketball at the 
YMCA and swimming at Rinconada pool 
almost every day.  She also likes the weather 
here because it is sunnier and warmer than 
England.  She also says “the teachers don’t 
shout as much here.”  But Illi is still not sure 
about American food.  She thinks the food is 
“sloppy” and, in particular, the hamburgers are 
“too big.” 
  
     Illi loves to play and laugh a lot.  We really 
enjoyed being with her.  We hope that everyone 
will make her feel comfortable being here, 
because she is a great girl. 

Welcome Nia Gardner! 
By: 4th graders Sara Beesley, Anna Matthews 
& Natalie Perreault 

Welcome Illi Gardner!  
By 4th graders Sara Beesley, Clara Harring-
ton, Anna Matthews, Natalie Perreault & 
Sarah Rose 
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 COMMUNITY KIOSK 

Community Events for the Palo Alto Area –February 9, 2007– Issue 10 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8TH SYMPOSIUM FOR MOTHERS- KEYNOTE SPEAKER MARY PIPHER  
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 8:00 am to 12:30pm 

The Shelter of Each Other: Mothers and Community is the title of this year's symposium to be held at Kresge 
Auditorium on St. Patrick's Day! The Irish Proverb, "It is in the shelter of each other that people live," is a 
guiding philosophy for psychologist and best selling author Mary Pipher, Ph. D. While Dr. Pipher will speak 
about the important roles of mothers as we raise our families, she will also address tough issues such as how 
and why the media, technology and our fast paced cultures challenge the health of our children, our 
communities and ourselves.  In her down to earth style, she will inspire and empower the audience with new 
and thought provoking ways to strengthen our roles as mothers. 
 
Go to www.pamf.org/ mothers for registration information.  This event is expected to sell out.  
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“Motivation” presented by Deborah Stipek, PhD, 
Stanford Dean and Professor of Education 
  
Come hear Dean Stipek speak about motivation, one
of her current research topics.  She is the author of 
Motivation to Learn: Integrating Theory and Practice, 
Motivated Minds: Raising Children to Love Learning, 
and Constructive and Destructive Behavior: 
Implications for Family, School, and Society.  Dean 
Stipek is also Chair of the National Research Council
Committee for Increasing High School Student’s 
Engagement and Motivation to Learn and Director of 
the MacArthur Foundation Network on Teaching and 
Learning. 
 
Tuesday, March 6; Special meeting is 7–9 pm.  
Hospitality begins at 6:45pm. Covington Elem. 
School Multi, 205 Covington Rd, Los Altos. 
 
This parent education event is sponsored by the 
SELPA 1 CAC (www.selpa1cac.org).  All of our 
events are free and open to anyone who feels they 
might benefit.  No registration is necessary. 
PARENTS NURSERY SCHOOL  
 

n, Feb 11th, 1-3pm, Parents Nursery 
l is holding its annual Open House for 
s interested in enrolling for fall 2007. 
es are welcome to drop in, tour the 
l, meet with teachers and fill out an 
tion.  To enroll, children must be 3 yrs 

 Jan 31, 2008. 

hool is cooperatively run and serves 
n 2 years 8 months to pre-K. 
nts Nursery School, 2328 Louis Road, 
 more information call:  650-856-1440 

www.parentsnurseryschool.org
PTA WARDROBE NEEDS WARM CLOTHES! 
 

The weather has gotten colder, & the PTA Wardrobe 
El Camino Youth Symphony Concert 

 are very excited to announce our upcoming 
fonietta Winter Spirit performance, on 
turday, February 10, at 7:30 pm. The 
cert will be at Cubberley Theater, 4000 
dlefield Rd, Palo Alto.  

r information or to receive a season 
chure, please contact ECYS at 650-327-
1 or visit www.ecys.org. 
is in need of additional warm clothes. Especially 
needed are: sweaters & coats in adult sizes. 
Donations (tax-deductible) are welcome during open 
hours:  Wednesdays 2-5 & Sat's 10-1, at Jordan 
Middle School, Middlefield Rd. at N. California. Enter 
thru Middlefield driveway; our portable is right in front 
of you, behind the red wooden fence.  
 
Questions? Call Maria, at the Wardrobe, 858-0654. 
Info:  http://paloaltopta.org/news/wardrobe.html. 
PLAY TEAM TENNIS! 
nce required!  Registration for kids, 
or the Spring '07 Palo Alto 6-Tennis 
ll be open Feb 5-April 10.   

formation and to register on-line, go 
oaltotennis.com and click on Junior 
gue 

http://www.parentsnurseryschool.org/
http://paloaltopta.org/news/wardrobe.html
http://www.paloaltotennis.com/
http://www.pamf.org/mothers
http://www.selpa1cac.org/


 
 
 

Community Events for the Palo Alto Area – February 9, 2007 

SUMMER TAIKO AT STANFORD 
July 9 – 13 

San Jose Taiko and Stanford Taiko 
announces the start of registration for 
Summer Taiko at Stanford 2007. The 
week-long day camp is designed for 
students 9 to 14 years-old who want to 
learn the basics of taiko. Information 
and registration materials at: 

http://taiko.org/stas/index.html, 
or contact Linda Uyechi 
uyechi@stanford.edu

PARENTS PLACE WORKSHOPS 
Workshops of interest to parents of school-age children 

 
• Talking to Kids About Sex (2nd–5th gr), Tues, 2/13, 7–9 pm 

with Sheila Dubin, MA 
• I’m Not Mad At You – I Just Hate You! The Mother-

Daughter Relationship (5 8  gr), Tues, 2/27 & 3/6,           
7–8:30pm with Sheila Dubin, MA 

th- th

• Enhancing Your Child’s Success in School (K-8th gr), 
Thurs, 3/15 & 22, 6:30–8:30pm with Gloria Moskowitz Sweet, 
LCSW 

• Peers, Popularity and Power, Understanding Girls’ 
Friendships (4th–8th gr), Mon, 3/19, 7–9pm with Sheila 
Dubin, MA. 

Parents Place 
200 Channing Ave, Palo Alto. 

To register: 650-688-3040 or www.ParentsPlaceOnline.org

CYSA Soccer Tryouts for U8-U13 
 
Palo Alto-based Union FC is a 
competitive youth soccer club with 
teams in these age groups: U8B; U8G; 
U9B; U9G; U10B Class 3; U10G Class 
1 & 3; U12B Class 3 (2 teams - one 
aiming for Class 1); U12G Class 1 & 3; 
U13G Class 1 & 3; U13B Class 3. We 
also have an Academy for ages 4-8. 
  
Contact: 

admin@unionfootballclub.com 
OR 650-324-1260. 

www.unionfootballclub.com 

Navigating Learning Disabilities: A Resource Event for 
Parents and Professionals 

 
Tuesday, 3/13, 4:30 - 8:30 pm, Parents Place, 200 Channing 
Avenue, PA. Exhibitors, demonstrations of assistive 
technologies, simulations, a student panel, a book fair and a 
special keynote by Carol Zepecki, EdD, Dir. of Student 
Services, PAUSD.  $25 (Scholarships available). To register: 
www.parentsplaceonline.org or call 650/688-3040.   
 
Sponsored by Parents Place, Parents Helping parents, 
WestEd, First 5, and Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic. 

CLASSES AT MOAH 
(Museum of American Heritage) 

 
"Build a Crystal Radio" and learn about 
basic radio theory and modulation (ages 
10 & up), 4 Saturdays (Feb 10, 17, 24; 
Mar 3), 10 am to noon, $60. 
 
"Transistors & Vacuum Tubes: An 
Electronic Playground"  
(ages 10 & up), 4 Saturdays (March 10, 
17, 24, 31) 10 am to noon, $60. 
 

MOAH 351 Homer  
Details: 

http://moah.org/education/index.html 
Registration:  call 321-1004. 

MOAH Exhibit - 100 Years at the Williams House:  
The Early Years 

 
What was it like in Palo Alto 100 years ago? See life in the early 
20th century through the eyes of Betty and Rhona Williams, the 
two youngest members of the family that originally built and 
occupied the home that now houses the Museum of American 
Heritage. Regular exhibit hours are 11 AM to 4 PM, Fri, Sat &  
Sun. During the centennial exhibit, guided tours covering 
architectural points of interest in the Williams House are offered 
every Saturday at 2 pm. Exhibit and tour admission is free. The 
exhibit runs from February 9 through June 3, 2007. 
 

Thanks to our Museum Sponsors for this exhibit: 
Frank Livermore Trust & Moore Family Foundation  

A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Coun
an endorsement by the Palo Alto

Submissions
Next Deadline: W
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Community Kiosk 
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ednesday, February14, 2007; 5:00pm 

missions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org
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The Newsletter of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
25 Churchill Avenue 
Palo Alto CA 94306 
 
Phone:  650-326-0702 
Web: http://www.paloaltopta.org 

WANTED: PTA Memberships to Help Child Advocacy Efforts   
Did you know that our PTA membership count is actively used by the California State PTA and the 
National PTA in their lobbying efforts on behalf of our children?  
 
The PTA actively lobbies our legislators in Sacramento and Washington DC on education and child 
welfare issues. At the California State Level, PTA Advocacy has helped protect education funding and 
brought additional funding to our schools this year for the Arts. 
 
Why Ask Now? 
Next year, many people believe that California State budget situation will be tight and Education and 
Health Care spending will be pitted against each other.  At the National level, “No Child Left Behind” 
is being reauthorized and PTA membership numbers aid in the PTA lobbying effort in Washington 
DC. The California State PTA needs the strength of at least ONE Million members for PTA education 
lobbying efforts to be effective this spring. 
 
Don’t We Have Enough Members? 
One million seems to be the magic number. It is a tangible proof that Californians care about public 
education. When we are over one million strong, we seem to get the attention of the legislators in  
Sacramento; less than one million and our advocacy efforts appear to be less effective. 
 
What Can I Do to Help? 
Become a member and encourage others to sign-up. Any adult or high school student can join 
(parents, grandparents, uncles aunts, friends, alumni - they don't have to live in Palo Alto to join). 
Members do not need to volunteer their time to the organization. They only need to pay the member-
ship fee (Usually less than $10 per person) and provide their name, town and unit affiliation. 
 
Membership at the Unit Level (Unit = School) automatically makes one a member at the State and 
National Levels. In addition to advocacy, members have access to PTA tools, training, newsletters and 
a variety of special discounts. 
 
Questions? Contact PTAC Membership Chair, Edita Donnelly at editadonnelly@hotmail.com  
 
Thank you for your support! 

On the Calendar Mar-May 

All PTA Unit President, Council, and 
School Board meetings are at 25 Churchill 
unless otherwise noted. School Board 
meetings are usually broadcast on cable 
channel 28 and streamed live at  
http://www.communitymediacenter.net/ 
watch/schedules/index.html 
 
Mar 1, 7pm, Let’s Talk about College,  

25 Churchill 

Mar 6,  School Board, Closed Session 

Mar 7, 9:00 am PTAC Exec Board 

Mar 13, 7:00 pm School Board Meeting 

Mar 17, Annual Mother’s Symposium 

Mar 20, School Board, Progress Report  

Mar 21, 9:00 am PTA Unit Presidents  

Mar 27, 7:00 pm School Board  

Mar 28, 9:00 am PTAC General Mtg and 
presentation on Internet Safety 

Mar 30, Minimum Day 

Apr 2-6, No School: Local Holiday 

Apr 10, 7:00 pm School Board Study 
Session 25 Churchill 

Apr 11, 9:00 am PTAC Exec Board 

Apr 17, 7:00 pm School Board Meeting 

Apr 18, 9:00 am PTA Unit Presidents 

Apr 19 – May 17 STAR Testing Window 

Apr 24, 7:00 pm School Board Study 
Session 25 Churchill 

Apr 25, 9:00 am PTA Council General 
Mtg (Election) 

May 3-6, State PTA Convention,        
Sacramento 

May 8, 7:00 pm School Board Meeting, 

May 22, 7:00 pm School Board Meeting 

May 9, 9:00 am PTAC Exec Board 

May 11, SOS Conference Keynote 

May 16, 9:00 am PTA Unit Presidents 

May 23, 8:30-Noon, PTA Unit Leader-
ship Training Day, 25 Churchill 

Jun 1, PTA Council Honorary Service 
Awards Luncheon 

8th Annual Symposium for Mothers 
In the Shelter of Each Other: Mothers & Community 

With 
Mary Pipher, Ph.D. 

Saturday, March 17, 2007 - 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Kresge Auditorium, Stanford University 

 
Dr. Pipher, noted psychologist and best-selling author, will highlight the role of mothers as she 

speaks to the themes from her book, The Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families.  
She is also the author of Reviving Ophelia. 

 
As she examines how media, technology and our fast-paced culture weaken community and 

challenge the health of families, Dr. Pipher’s down-to-earth stories and insights encourage and 
inspire confidence for mothers, individual families and communities. 

 
Admission is $20; advance registration advised.  

To register, send a check payable to “Symposium for Mothers” to  
Palo Alto Medical Foundation — Education Division, 795 El Camino Real, PaloAlto, CA 94301.  

Info: www.pamf.org/mothers or 650-853-2960. 
Co-sponsored by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 



The Councilor 
The Newsletter of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
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     PTA Council President 
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Dr. Mary Frances Callan 
     PAUSD Superintendent 
 
The mention of any business or service in this 
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either the Palo Alto Council of PTAs or the  
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Operation Safe Passage 
Palo Alto Police Support Safe Routes to School 

 
Getting children to school safely takes a community partnership. Every year in January, Palo Alto Police Department (PAPD) steps up their en-
forcement efforts on school commute routes in a program called Operation Safe Passage. For one week police press hard on sensitive school routes 
to enforce vehicle code laws, including speeding, right-of way, observance of stop signs. They also hand out citations to children.  Many children 
who get citations for dangerous code violations are required to take mandated traffic safety classes to brush up on their street skills. 
 
Throughout the year Palo Alto Police work closely with the City School Traffic Safety Committee to create a safer environment for our children. 
They provide enforcement as needed.  They manage and help train the city’s crossing guard staff.  They work with the City School Traffic Safety 
Committee as they develop recommendations for improvements to our school commute corridors and operations.  They respond in emergencies. 
They support and participate in educational programs that teach traffic safety skills to our children. This valuable partnership makes school com-
muting safer for everyone. 
 
The PTA Traffic Safety Committee thanks the Palo Alto Police Department for the important role they play throughout the year making the safety 
of Palo Alto School children a priority.  Please do your part to support their excellent work by following vehicle codes at all times. Teach your 
children how to navigate streets safely, regularly practice walking and biking with them, and model good street skills whenever you leave your 
home…in your car, on your bike or on foot. Getting children to school safely must be a priority for everyone in our community. 
 
Please remember to thank our police officers and crossing guards for their service. To learn more about how you can support the Safe Routes to 
School community partnership, go to http://www.saferoutes.paloaltopta.org. 

Drug and Alcohol Committee/Collective 
 
In the spring of 2002, Dr. Mary Frances Callan, Palo Alto Unified School District Superintendent, 
and Patrick Dwyer, Palo Alto Chief of Police, met to discuss what appeared to be a growing num-
ber of Palo Alto teens involved in alcohol and other drug use. As a result of this meeting, repre-
sentatives of the school district, the Palo Alto Police, the City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation, Adolescent Counseling Services, the Palo Alto PTA, and a number of other commu-
nity groups came together and formed the Palo Alto Drug and Alcohol Committee. This group 
meets monthly and has continued their focus on providing the community with information, ini-
tiatives and programs focused on the reduction of student substance use. 
 
In its initial year, the committee entered into a thorough process to identify their mission, goals 
and focus. As a result, they decided to divide their work into the three areas: 1) prevention/
education, 2) treatment/intervention, and 3) policy/law enforcement. With those areas as the 
framework, the committee has provided the community with a number of activities and supports. 
They include: 
 
• Adoption of the Social Norms Project to reinforce and promote the healthy behaviors and atti-

tudes that are the norm for many Palo Alto students. 
• Presentation of a panel “Reality Check” in November 2005 to discuss the legal implications of 

substance use. 
• Distribution of the booklet “Underage Drinking and Driving” developed by the Santa Clara 

County Traffic Safe Community Network 
• Activities by the Palo Alto Police Department involving identifying stores who sell illegally to 

minors. 
• Visits to local emergency rooms to 1) insure that staff understands the implication of substance 

abuse for students, and 2) to develop a procedure for informing students of the risks and involv-
ing parents in support of these students. 

• Presentation of a “Community Conversation” on November 30, 2006; regarding the medical and 
legal implications of substance use. 

 
In spite of the number of activities that have occurred, the thirty-five volunteer members of the 
committee continue to be focused on the need to expand their work even further into the commu-
nity. These efforts will be enhanced through receipt of three year grant from the Santa Clara Drug 
and Alcohol Agency to provide additional support for the project. These funds will provide for a 
Project Director who will continue the outreach and organize the work of the group. The commit-
tee looks forward to additional outreach into the community and continued support in its efforts to 
address teen substance use. For more information contact Dr. Carol Zepecki, PAUSD District 
Office at czepecki@pausd.org 

How to Keep Kids Internet 
Safe and Smart 

 
Did you know that 100 million  
videos are downloaded on You-
Tube daily? And that most teens 
with a MySpace profile have more 
then 75 "friends"?  
 
Come learn what your kids are 
really doing online. Presentation 
by Common Sense Media, the 
nation's leading nonpartisan inde-
pendent organization dedicated to 
improving the impact of media 
and entertainment on kids' lives.  
 
Date and Location:  
PTA Council General Meeting,  
Mar. 28, 9-11am,  
Board Room, 25 Churchill.  


