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El Carmelo Calendar 
Mar 13- 
Mar 14- 
Mar 15- 
Mar 19- 

Mar 17-20- 
Mar 21-30- 

Apr 3- 
Apr 7-10- 

Apr 12- 

El Carmelo Play (7 pm), (pg. 5) 
El Carmelo Play (7 pm) 
El Carmelo Play (2 pm) 
Crazy Hair Day 
Book Exchange (pg. 3) 
NO SCHOOL—Spring Break 
Carmeletter Submission (2 pm) 
Spring Book Fair 
Pancake Breakfast (pg. 4) 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

The PTA needs your help! All the wonderful and fun 
events and activities at our school require parent 
volunteers. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact our PTA nominating committee. See pages 8-
9. THANK YOU  for your continued support! 

Come and see the 
play! 

 

More information (page 5) 
 

For ticket form (page 14) 
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PTA Presidents’ Letter 

Dear Parents, 
 
We want to start out this month by thanking you for your support of 
PiE!  This year 73% of El Carmelo families contributed to this 
important fund. Thanks in large part to the efforts of Megan Fogarty, 
our PiE parent representative, this is our largest participation rate 
ever.  With the recent proposed state budget cuts to education, it 
has become even more important to support our schools with local 
funding. To learn more about the proposed cuts and steps you can 
take to help, please visit the California PTA website at 
www.capta.org.  
 
Last month turned out to be a busy time, full of fun activities 
organized by our PTA parent volunteers. Thanks to Michele Kasper 
who built Lego Night brick by brick; Carrie Manley who authored 
Library Night from cover to cover; and Stephanie Youngquist who 
made our Math & Science Exploration day exponentially great. 
There are many other parents who work quietly behind the scenes, 
whether publishing the Carmeletter and Enews, running the 10 Mile 
Club or Noon Art, or simply volunteering an hour in the classroom 
helping our students. We thank you ALL for making a difference in 
our children’s lives. 
 
Finally we want to invite you to participate in the El Carmelo 
International Dinner on April 20. With your help, we will have food, 
exhibits and performances from around the world.  More details will 
be sent home soon. If you are interested in helping please contact 
Ana-Maria Dias.  
 
Ana-Maria Dias 
PTA President 
anamaria_am99@yahoo.com 
650-326-5854 
 
Michele Kasper 
PTA Executive VP 
mekasper@comcast.net 
650-858-1807  

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Carmeletter Publication  
Members 

 
PTA President 

Ana-Maria Dias 
 

PTA Exec Vice-President 
Michele Kasper 

 
Principal 

Lupe Garcia 
 

 Guest Editor 
Jeannette Cheng 

 
Layout  

Erina DuBois 
 

Distribution 
Mona Napaa 

 
Guest Spanish Translation  

Simone Klass 
 

eNews 
Jeff Bondor 
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Upcoming Events  

BOOK EXCHANGE 

Everyone loves to get a new book! 
By Elisa Schmit 

 
Just a reminder... The El Carmelo Annual Book Exchange will take place on 
March 17th, 18th and 19th.  
 
Students, bring in your gently used books that Monday through Wednesday to exchange for 
new reading material! The last day to donate books is Wednesday! Bring in 1 book, get 1 
book in exchange. You can receive up to 5 "new-used" books! 
 
Parents: 
♦  We need donations of more books so every student can receive at least one book to 

bring home. So clean out your bookshelves and bring any extra books to the MP room 
that Monday through Wednesday! 

♦ 4th and 5th grade reading material are especially needed. 
♦ Sorting volunteers are also needed that Monday through Wednesday from 8:30am-

11:30am. To volunteer, contact elisaschmit@hotmail.com. 
 
If we have extra books, teachers can use extras to fill their classroom shelves.  Any extra 
beyond that will be donated to the Opportunity Center in Palo Alto.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continued support of this community literacy tradition 
especially since many of you have just donated books to another overseas project!  

International Dinner 
 

Sunday, April 20th 
 

For more info: 
anamaria_am99@yahoo.com 

650-326-5854 
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Upcoming Events  

Ahoy Mateys!  This year El Carmelo’s 5th grade students 
will be running the annual Pancake Breakfast to raise funds 
for their overnight Age of Sail fieldtrip in May. All fifth 
graders will be responsible for every aspect of this 
fundraiser, including soliciting donations, advertising, ticket 
sales, decorations, set-up, clean-up and working the day of 
the event. All proceeds will go to offset the cost of this 
fabulous once-in-a-lifetime adventure. This will also allow 

the students an opportunity to take an active role in this community building endeavor.   
 
The Age of Sail fieldtrip is an overnight adventure onboard the restored tall ship Balclutha 
berthed at the Maritime Museum National Park in San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Throughout the entire experience, the past is brought to life through role-playing and the 
recreation of the atmosphere of a turn of the century working vessel. This valuable 
experience will offer the students the opportunity to engage in a memorable encounter with 
history while using both the tools of experiential education and the artifacts of the museum. 
By living the life of a sailor, students will gain a better 
understanding of not simply the local and state history, but also 
the concept of historical empathy; the skill critical to a 
meaningful understanding and evaluation of the past.  
Students will perform tasks as a disciplined and reliable crew. 
In immediate and tangible ways, the students learn the value 
of critical thinking, active listening, problem solving, teamwork, 
self-respect and leadership. This truly is an experience that all 
El Carmelo students can look forward to. We hope to see you 
all at the Pancake Breakfast.  
 
[Pancake Breakfast  form: page 12] 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
By Gaelyn Mason, Kathy Chin and Nan Knoblauch  

Annual Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 12 
8-11 am 

Balclutha 
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Upcoming Events  

“Beanie and the Bamboozling Book Machine” is the 
exciting play about a boy who makes a machine 
that causes a big disaster. The bamboozling book 
machine brings four dangerous villains from the 
pages of some favorite storybooks into reality!  
 
This crazily-cool play also features some popular 
heroes from Peter Pan, the Wizard of Oz, Hansel 
and Gretel, and Snow White. One villain ends up melting like butter, and another winds up 
face-to-face with a tick-tock croc. There are also a few kisses at the end, as well as some 
hugs. We guarantee everyone from ages 2 to 102 years old will love this topsy-turvy 
production, starring 31 fourth and fifth graders at El Carmelo Elementary School.   
 
As cast members, perhaps we are a little biased, but critics agree this sure-fire production 
features some of the greatest acting of all time! And that’s why we’d like to thank our 
sensational director from the California Theatre Center, Kyle Payne, and his equally-
excellent CTC colleague, Joey Banks, for being such great acting coaches. We also want 
to thank El Carmelo mom Rebecca Davis for producing the show, as well as all the parent 
volunteers for their help. 
 
To guarantee that you get a seat, order tickets in advance. Order forms are available in the 
El Carmelo Office or go to the El Carmelo website www.paloaltopta.elcarmelo.org to 
download a ticket form, or fill out page 14 in this issue of the Carmeletter.  
 
 (Adult - $8, Youth under 18 years of age - $4)  THREE SHOWTIMES: Thurs., March 13, 
7:00 p.m.; Fri., March 14, 7:00 p.m.; Sat., March 15, 2:00 p.m.  
 

CENTER STAGE 

Beanie & The Bamboozling Book Machine 
Shows: March 13, 14, 15 (El Carmelo’s MP Room) 
By: Ryan DuBois (“Beanie”), Jordan Ford (“Tin Man”), Will 
Goncher (“Captain Hook”), Lexie Livingston (“Wicked Witch of 
the West”) and Paloma Tracy (“Tinkerbell”)  
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Just over 73 percent of all El Carmelo families gave to Partners in 
Education this school-year, an all-time record level of participation 
for our school!  In fact, our school was one of the top participating 
schools in the district.  Our high level of participation means 
nearly three out of every four El Carmelo families now give to PiE. 
Indeed, now more than ever, our parents understand the 
importance of PiE; this vital funding pays for our classroom aides 
and many other essential resources that help our children and 
teachers every day. "It is again clear that El Carmelo families 
stepped up to the plate to support our kids,” said El Carmelo 
Principal Lupe Garcia. “It is so heartening to have so many 
participate in this effort!" Thank you to everyone for donating 
whatever you could afford to support our schools! 
 
Every family who gave to PiE was once again in the running for 
our spectacular 2nd Annual Pie for PiE drawing. The Palo Alto 
Creamery was kind enough to once again donate four magnificent 
pies: pecan, chocolate cream, key lime and the Creamery’s own 
crowning glory, a four-pound apple pie! The names of four 
families were randomly drawn on Valentine’s night. This year’s 
lucky Pie for PiE winners were Michael and Andrea Jelks, Evi and 
David Cohen, Elizabeth Doi-Ludwig and Kenny Ludwig, and 
Gwen Fischer and David O’Reilly. Each winning family received a 
great big beautiful pie as a thank-you for giving to PiE. And let 
there be no doubt, in the words of one grateful dad, “that pie was 
pretty darn good!”  
 
Our school-wide, sincere thanks to the Palo Alto Creamery for 
making such incredible pies and for supporting all our kids at El 
Carmelo. And a big thank you to Megan Fogarty, for leading our 
best-ever PiE fund-raising drive, as well as to Leslyn Leong, 
Elizabeth Maulick and Erina DuBois for their non-stop efforts and 
dedication as that final deadline approached! And thanks to all the 
members of the El Carmelo PiE Team—and all our generous 
families--for making this our sweetest PiE year ever! 

Me Oh My, El Carmelo Loves PiE! 
By Carrie Manley 

Colleen Dunn Hall 
April Heron 
Linda Stebbins Jensen 
Linda Lee 
Sandra McIntosh 
Elizabeth Maulick 
Jennifer Mutz 
Dahna Pasternak 
Asmita Runge 

Abbie Sanger 
Melinda Schuur 
Maggi Smeal 
Laurie Smith 
Radhika Thekkath 
Barbie Yates Sonner 
Greta Tan 
Celina Tracy 
Deanne Welch 
Stephanie Youngquist 

Megan Fogarty 
Leslyn Leong 
Michele Kasper 
Carrie Manley 
Jennifer Allen 
Liz Cowie 
Erina DuBois 
Kathleen Ford 
Molly Goodman 

Participation 
(El Carmelo Families) 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

80 

90 

100 

70 73% 
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El Carmelo Library Night 
By Carrie Manley 

Several dozen El Carmelo families recently enjoyed a charmed night of story-telling and cozy 
reading at the Palo Alto Children’s library, the oldest free-standing children’s library in the 
United States. After being closed for nearly two years for a multi-million dollar remodeling, the 
Library was kind enough to host our very own “El Carmelo Night at the Library!” As part of the 
festivities, librarian Maya Spector told stories in the new Tree Top addition. She also told the 
children about the Book Fairy who makes her home at the library. If you look on the main 
reference desk, there’s even a very tiny mailbox (with sparkly glitter, of course) just for the 
Book Fairy.  Children (and all those young at heart) are welcome to write a letter to the Book 
Fairy anytime. Maya said the Book Fairy is very good about writing back and answering your 
questions. 
  
In appreciation for this special evening, El Carmelo kids placed some thank-you gifts, 
especially for the Book Fairy, in her mailbox. This included a red hand-made finger-knitted 
scarf, just her size. The children were especially proud of this gift, since they have recently 
been learning this fun craft at school during recess and lunch. The Book Fairy also received 
some silvery chocolate kisses, reportedly her favorite sweet.  She also got her very own fairy-
sized toothbrush and toothpaste since it is always important for fairies (and children) to brush 
thoroughly after every meal and every chocolate kiss. 
  
The Children’s Library is located at 1276 Harriet Street , next to the Lucie Stern Community 
Center.  It is open Mon-Wed 10am-6pm, Thur 12-6pm, Fri-Sat 10am-5pm and Sun 1-5pm. 
Thank you, Children’s Library, for a magical night of stories, families and fun! 
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Whether you work full-time or part-time, have younger children or 
have a lot of free time, there is a position available that matches 

everyone's schedule! 
 
For the 2008 - 2009 school year, there are open PTA Board and Activity 
Chairperson positions to lead various efforts throughout the school year. Take 
a look at the list below and see what might be a fit for you. We would love your 
help!!  
 
Current open PTA Board positions: 
(The below positions are on going for the school year but the workload 
concentration during the year will vary depending on the position.)  
 
VP Communications   
VP Community Outreach  
VP Student Programs  
VP of Volunteer Services  
Corresponding Secretary   
Parliamentarian 
Auditor 
 
Open Activity Chairperson Positions whose responsibilities are on going 
throughout the school year: 
 
Adopt a Book  
Auction   
Carmeletter Editor  
Carmeletter Layout Designer  
Carmeletter Layout Designer-Back Up  
Carmeletter Spotlight  
Carmeletter Spanish -  Back Up  
Health & Nutrition  
Neighborhood Assoc. Liaison  
Parent Education  
Photographer  
PiE Representative  
PTA Council Reps.  
School & Traffic Safety   
Site Council Liaison  
Special Ed Liaison 
Room Parent Coordinators (3-5) & (K-2) 
Ten Mile Club  

Getting Involved in Our School Community 
and Meeting Others 
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Open Activity Chair Positions whose responsibilities are concentrated at one 
time during the year: 
 
Emergency Preparedness  
First Day Packets  
International Day  
Lice Control  
New Family Hospitality Packets  
New Family Welcome (2 positions)  
Open House  
Reading Week  
Reflections  
Stories Under the Stars  
Student Directory (2nd person) 
Teacher Appreciation  
 
If you would like to volunteer for any of the positions listed or obtain additional 
information, please contact one of the Nominating Committee members listed 
below.    
 
 
Shirley Siu - siusiu@pacbell.net 
Mona Napaa - bnapaa@yahoo.com 
Ruth Huard - rhuard@gmail.com 
Calvin Woon - ctw2118@yahoo.com 
Eiko Baldwin - eikobaldwin@gmail.com 

Getting Involved in Our School Community 
and Meeting Others (continued) 
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You may have noticed your child coming out 
of school on a Wednesday with a colorful 
picture or interesting collage and possibly 
the odd smear of paint on their clothes. This 
may well be because they have attended a 
session of Noon Art, a lunchtime program which is held every other 
Wednesday that is run by parents and funded by the PTA. During Noon Art 
children are given the opportunity to use and experiment with the materials 
available on that day. Examples of what they might like to do are on display but 
creativity and imagination are encouraged. Recently the children have created 
collages with fabric otherwise destined for landfill and made models with junk 
materials. The children’s ideas never cease to amaze. Even if things don’t quite 
turn out as planned you can be assured that your child has spent their time 
productively, enjoying their experiments with different materials. Paint is often 
available so if they are Noon Art regulars, it may be best to check that your 
children aren’t dressed in their best! 
 
We have a regular and extremely reliable team of volunteers who ensure that it 
all runs smoothly. Many thanks to Julie Bitler, Holly Liberatore, Asmita Runge, 
Rhiannon Wallace and Tanya Wing. However, more help is needed, 
particularly for set-up between 11.30am and 12 noon. This basically involves 
getting the equipment on to the tables. The session runs between 12:15pm and 
12:45pm followed by clean-up. No previous experience is necessary. If you are 
interested in helping, either for the whole time or set-up only, please email 
Rhiannon Wallace at rhiannon@parg.co.uk.  

Noon Art 
By Rhiannon Wallace 

Ten Mile Club 
By Liz Cowie 

Congratulations to Michaela and Maya for again completing 10 miles around El Carmelo!  Lots 
of students are closing in on their goal of 10 miles, equivalent to 50 laps, around the school. 
We were rained out for quite a while but the sun is shining again and the weather is nice for 
running. Go runners, and don’t forget your sneakers on Tuesdays when you meet us in front 
of Room 22!  
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Taking a Moment to Say ‘Thank You’ 

What is black, white, red, blue and green all over? What else but Lego Night at El Carmelo 
Elementary School! This free event brought dozens of families together for a frenzy of fanciful 
imagination and fun!  
 
The many highlights included Lego car racing down a ramp, Lego Bingo, Lego tower-building, 
Lego tossing and much more. A loaded display table featured many of the children’s amazing 
creations, including a massive and magnificent Star War’s Death Star, built by Lego expert, 4th 
grader Jack Merrill. 
 
PTA organizer Michele Kaspar and her team of enthusiastic volunteers also spread out a 
massive blue tarp in the center of the multi-purpose room, then dumped literally thousands of 
donated Legos. For two hours straight, eager kindergarteners through fifth graders packed this 
free-for-all construction area--building, sharing and creating together. 
 
“That was the most amazing scene I have yet to see at El Carmelo. I will forever remember the 
big blue tarp with thousands (tens of thousands?!) of Lego pieces and a hundred kids creating-
-I’m so glad my daughter, Michaela, made me go!” said El Carmelo mom, Megan Fogarty. 
 
Indeed, for everyone in attendance, this was one magical night when, as one child said, 
“everything clicked!”  

LEGO NIGHT 
By Carrie Manley 

We had a great turnout. The kids showed great perseverance in making catapults and really 
enjoyed "storming the castle" with them.  They got to see dry ice demonstrations, play with 
Space Sand, make motors (all the credit for this very cool idea goes to Ken Tracton) and 
static-merry-go-rounds, and learn a little magic. The favorite item to view at the video 
microscope was the fly.  The math games were a big hit with both grown-ups and kids. 
  
This event couldn't have happened without all of the really great parent volunteers:  Ana-
Maria Dias, Ken Tracton, Cindy Samos, Erina DuBois, Dean Samos, Jody Lieb, Anna Chan, 
Eric Schuur, Linda Lee, Michele Kasper, Andy Mutz, Simone Spade, John Spade, and Joan 
Gu.  
  
This event was sponsored by the PTA and we also want to thank Safeway, Orchard Supply 
Hardware, and Baja Fresh for donations. 
 
Thank you all for coming.  

FAMILY MATH and SCIENCE EXPLORATION 
By Stephanie and Mike Youngquist 
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Annual Pancake 
Breakfast 

5th Grade Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 12 

8 am — 11 am 
 
Enjoy a home-cooked breakfast with family and friends in the El 
Carmelo MP Room.  Our very own 5th graders will be serving up 
stacks of  pancakes, scrambled eggs, fruit, coffee and orange 
juice.  Don’t miss this great community event! 
 

To add your name to the guest list, please complete the form 
below, attach a check, payable to “El Carmelo PTA” (indicate 
“pancake breakfast” in the memo line), and drop it off  in the main 
office.  
…………………………… ………………………………  
Family Name: __________________________________________ 
Phone #:_______________________ 
 
Cost:  $15.00 per family or $5.00 per person 
 
  ____ Cost/Family @$15.00  ____________ 
  ____ Individuals @ $5.00  ____________ 
 
Please circle the time slot you would like to attend, so we can better serve you. 

 
8:00-9:00 am  9:00-10:00 am  10:00-11:00 am 
 

Thank you for supporting the 5th Grade Class fundraiser  
which helps pay for our Age of  Sail Fieldtrip.  

 
Tickets will also be available at the door. 
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This may not surprise you, but it’s now official: the whole team at El Carmelo Elementary 
School now shares the honored distinction of being “Sweethearts!”   
 
Principal Lupe Garcia, the entire teaching staff and our PTA were recent recipients of the 
2008 Sweetheart Award. The El Carmelo team was recognized for our school’s united on-
going effort to bring sound equalization systems to all our classrooms, so that all children get 
equal access to the teacher’s voice. The award was given by the Community Advisory 
Committee (CAC), a volunteer group of parents throughout the Palo Alto Unified School 
District dedicated to advocating for children with special needs. Each year, CAC gives out 
Sweetheart Awards to recognize those people who make a positive difference every day. In 
giving the award, organizers said, “the CAC applauds the El Carmelo community for taking 
this initiative to improve education for all children and we hope all 16 other schools in the 
Palo Alto school district will soon adopt this sound system so that all children in the district 
can benefit from being in the ‘Front Row’.”    
 
CAC also awarded a Sweetheart Award to El Carmelo parent Shannon Steinberg. She was 
nominated by a high school student who wanted to personally thank Shannon for being a 
caring friend for many years; “she does really great things for Special Ed kids and she does it 
without getting paid. I have been lucky the past 14 years to know Shannon Steinberg. She is 
a great mom to her own kids and to all the special kids that she knows.”  
 
In addition, CAC gave a Sweetheart Award to Speech and Language specialist Grace Lee. 
The parents who nominated Ms. Lee wanted to thank her for her tireless dedication, 
expertise and heart-felt commitment to helping their child.  “Lee has constantly tried and 
created many different ways to teach my child various aspects of pragmatic social 
interactions. She has role modeled expected behaviors, used visual charts and graphs to 
explain behaviors, and used small groups to practice social interactions among peers. Most 
of all, she is an engaging and playful teacher who is able to draw my child out of her shell.” 
 
After the awards ceremony, Ms. Lee said, “I do this work because I love it, not for any public 
recognition, but I have to say that getting this award—and all that it stands for— it just feels 
really great!” Congratulations to all our El Carmelo Sweethearts! 

El Carmelo Team Receives “Sweethearts” Award 
By Carrie Manley 

Carmeletter Submissions: carmeletter@paloaltopta.org 
 

eNews Submissions: elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org 
 

Subscribe to eNews: majordomo@laki.pausd.org (with  
 “subscribe el carmelo” in the message of the body) 



EL CARMELO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
3024 BRYANT ST., PALO ALTO, CA 94306 (650) 856-0960 

 

PRESENTS 

 
Directed by California Theatre Center 

 
 

Thursday, March 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Friday,  March 14, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 15, 2:00 p.m. 
 

in the El Carmelo MP Room 
 

Tickets: Adult - $8.00, Youth (under 18) - $4.00 
 

Drop off the order form below with payment at the El Carmelo Main Office 
or contact Rebecca Davis at beaniebook@gmail.com .  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Beanie and the Bamboozling Book Machine 
 
DATE OF SHOW___________     #___ADULT @ $8.00, #___YOUTH @ $4.00, TOTAL $_________ 
DATE OF SHOW___________     #___ADULT @ $8.00, #___YOUTH @ $4.00, TOTAL $_________ 
DATE OF SHOW___________     #___ADULT @ $8.00, #___YOUTH @ $4.00, TOTAL $_________ 
          GRAND TOTAL  $_______ 
 

Make checks payable to: El Carmelo PTA 
 
 NAME___________________________________PHONE_____________________ 
 

___I will pick up tickets at the performance (avail. 30 min. before show time) 
___Please mail tickets (must include self-addressed, stamped envelope and submit 

order NO LATER THAN Friday, March 7) 



Community Kiosk

Cultural Kaleidoscope  Family Day

Families are invited to participate in 6 different art activities 
including Metal Embossing,Tissue Paper Light Catcher and more!!

Sunday, March 9, 2008, 2–4 pm
Green Oaks Academy Gym
2450 Ralmar Street, East Palo Alto, 94303
(650) 329-2366
New Location!

Children must be accompanied by an adult
Admission and activities are FREE
Activities appropriate for ages 5 and up
Professional artists will lead all activities

What is Cultural Kaleidoscope? Students in classrooms from the 
Palo Alto Unified School District and Ravenswood City School 
District work independently and collaboratively to create artworks
with professional artists.This year’s program includes 28 classrooms
and 14 artists.

MARCH 7, 2008 PAUSD Area Events ISSUE 12

Kepler’s March Story Times Sundays at 11:30am

Barbara Joose: Grandma Calls Me Beautiful March 2
Barbara Joose's delightful new book Grandma Calls Me Beautiful,with its Hawaiian theme, brilliant watercolor illustrations, and heart
warming message proves that it’s easy and fun to learn about traditional cultures and special family bonds.
Cynthia Chin-Lee: Amelia to Zora: 26 Women Who Changed the World March 9
Cynthia Chin-Lee, local author of the acclaimed Amelia to Zora will teach us a thing or two about history's most fascinating and 
fearless females.
Cats Story Time March 16
The dogs have had their chance. Now the felines will rule Kepler'sYouth Department!  Hear an old favorite and a new favorite,
both featuring cats exhibiting some VERY cat-like behavior. Then top it off with an energetic adventure with the rambunctious,
imaginative, and precocious Skippyjon Jones. Free Skippyjon Jones masks for everyone who attends!
Brother and Sister Story Time March 30
These stories will show that even though it isn't always easy having them around, having a sister or brother can be the best thing in 
the whole world.

Beanie and the Bamboozling Book 
Machine

"Beanie and the Bamboozling Book Machine" stars 31 El 
Carmelo fourth and fifth graders. In this entertaining show, a 
science project goes haywire: infamous storybook villains 
suddenly spring to life, including Captain Hook, the Wicked
Witch of the West and much more.The hero, Beanie, must
find a way to get all the bad guys back into their books...and 
who better to help than Peter Pan, Dorothy and some other
beloved characters?! This sure-to-win-a-Tony production is 
directed by professional actors from California Theatre
Center.

Three Showtimes:Thurs., March 13, 7pm; Fri., March 14,
7pm; Sat., March 15, 2pm at El Carmelo School, 3024 Bryant
Street. Tickets may be ordered in advance using forms
available in the El Carmelo School Office or downloaded
from the El Carmelo PTA Web site,
www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org. Tickets will also be available
at the door. (Ticket prices: Adult - $8,Youth under 18 years
of age - $4) 

MOAH Spring and Summer Exhibit: Bonfires and Bugs:The Art and Science of Camping

Bonfires and Bugs:The Art and Science of Camping opens Friday, March 6 at the 
Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto.The exhibit runs through
August 17.  Experience a few of the high points along the road from camps of the past 
to roughing it, modern style, and pick up some of the lore, the science, and the art of 
camping, from cooking to transportation to navigation to shelter - and beyond.

The exhibit also honors the 1907 founding of the Scouting movement by General 
Robert Baden-Powell in England with displays of uniforms and camping equipment.

Regular exhibit hours are 11am to 4pm, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free.

Phone (650) 321-1004 ~ Fax (650) 473-6950. Web site: www.moah.org  ~ E-Mail: mail@moah.org



Sports Announcements

PAUSD Music & Art
Teachers’ Faculty
Concert and Art Show

PAUSD music teachers (many of 
whom perform in professional
ensembles throughout the Bay Area)
present a chamber music concert.
PAUSD art teachers participate in 
the event by showcasing their 
artwork & offering it for sale.
Proceeds from the concert will 
provide scholarships for district
music students. To sign up for an 
audition time, students must attend 
the concert (audition times are
limited!).  Proceeds from the sale of 
art will be awarded to a PAUSD art
student.  Concert tickets $15 at the 
door.  Students/seniors $5. Sun.,
March 16, Spangenberg Theatre,
Gunn High, 780 Arastradero.

Art show 3:30pm; Concert 4pm;
Reception & sale 5:15pm.
Info: Phyllis Smith, 329-3944,
psmith@pausd.org

CSMA Stanford Lively
Arts Informances:  Cat’s
Paw, Puppet Troupe

Visual art, music and theater 
intersect as this NewYork-based
puppetry troupe presents excerpts 
from their inventive repertoire.

Mon., March 10, 6pm. Tateuchi Hall,
CSMA. 230 San Antonio Circle,
MountainView.

Free admission. Limited seating.
Tickets distributed beginning one 
hour before show time.
For more info see www.arts4all.org.

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – March 7, 2008

 Parenting a Diabetic Child
Parents Place/Jewish Family and Children's
Services is offering  a support and discussion
group: Parenting a Diabetic Child.A 6-
session, monthly support group for parents
of children diagnosed with juvenile diabetes.
Meets second Wednesday of each month,
7:30 - 9pm, 200 Channing Avenue, Palo Alto,
with Erica Pelavin, LCSW, PhD. $60 for 6 
sessions.  Sliding scale available. Contact 
Don Sussman, LCSW, 650/688-3046 or 
dons@jfcs.org.

 What Teens and Tweens
 Are Really Doing Online:
 An Evening with Author
 Anastasia Goodstein
Wednesday, March 12, 7:30pm
Palo Alto High School’s Haymarket Theater
From cyberbullying to social networking and
blogging, our teens are personally immersed 
in technology as never before. Join noted 
author Anastasia Goodstein for a lively & 
important presentation about the online 
world that so many teens are engaged in 
every day. This free event is sponsored by
the Palo Alto City Library, Palo Alto Unified 
School District, Palo Alto PTA Council and 
the Palo Alto Drug Alcohol Community
Collaborative. For more information please 
visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/library or
contact Maya Spector, Coordinator of 
Library Programs, (650) 463-4963

Summer Camps

 Conversation Hindi Camps:

Palo Alto :   June 16 - 20
Fremont:     June 23 - 27
San Jose:    July 7 - 11
FosterCity:  July 14 - 18

Registration : www.eduhindi.com

Early Registration ends April 1, 2008
All Camps are 9am - 5 pm
Contact: hindicamp@eduhindi.com
650-858-1209

Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs.The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs
or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for
publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.
Next deadline:April 2, 2008; 5pm.  Please email submissions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Music and Arts
Parent Education

PYSF OPTI Summer Sailing Day Camp
in Redwood City. Learn to sail and race in small one person boats. 8 
sessions this summer. Small class sizes. Monday thru Friday, 9-3pm.
(Extended care available) For kids 7-12 years. For more info call Denise:
650-283-2643, e-mail: denise_larsen25@msn.com or web page:
www.pysf.us

Community
Sports Items

For current community sports
announcements, visit:

palylink.paloaltopta.org/pages/
sports.html
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CHILDREN’S FINE ARTS PRESENTED BY THE PALO ALTO ART CENTER

Children’s Fine Arts provides exceptional art experiences to over 2,000 

children annually, from the ages of 18 months to 18 years. Classes are held at

the Junior Museum and Zoo, the Palo Alto Art Center, and Mitchell Park Teen

Center. We offer after-school classes, special workshops, and week-long

Summer Studios. Most of our teachers are working artists; all of them are 

wonderful art educators. We teach the skills children need to bring creativity into

their adult lives. Email larnie.fox@cityofpaloalto.org to join on our email list.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF OUR EXCITING CLASSES!
Drawing for Kids Who Love to Draw, 2007

Bunnies, Chickens & Eggs – Oh My! (New)
Clay is an ideal medium for preschoolers as its plasticity
allows for both play time and creativity. Four complete 
projects that will be fired and glazed. Parental participation
required. Instructor: Sandy Vrooman
8 classes          $79R/$91NR          JMZ - Clay Room        10max
57342         3-5 yrs         Tu            4/8-5/27            1:15-2:15pm

Foundation Drawing 
Summer Studio Camp
Twelve hours of focused drawing. Work with an amazing
artist to learn to draw exactly what you see and think.
Using simple graphite and paper, you'll take your drawing
skills to a new level. Class will stress line accuracy, clarity
and focus. Instructor Mark Brest van Kempen
5 classes      $124R/$148NR    Art Ctr-Project LOOK!       12max
57235     14-18 yrs     M-F      6/23-6/27 10:15am-12:45pm 

Baylands Artists' Studies
Acquire drawing and painting skills and observe local biology at the Baylands. We'll search for, collect, study, paint and
draw natural objects in a natural environment. Kids will get a deep sense of the Baylands ecosystem, and learn how to
use painting and drawing to express their new understandings. Bring warm clothes and dress in layers.
Instructor: Sheilah Yearwood
4 classes        $79R/$91NR      NR Baylands       12max        57228         9-13 yrs           Sa           4/12-5/3 10am-12pm

HOW TO REGISTER

For information and to register for upcoming classes see the Enjoy! Catalog 
found at any City of Palo Alto facility or by calling the Palo Alto Art Center at 650.329.2366 

and online at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy

Spring registration is now underway.
Summer Camps Registration “The Draw” Deadline: March 13, 5 pm

Spring classes start April 5 • • • • • • Summer Studio Camps start June 23

REGISTER EARLY!

CHILDREN’S FINE ARTS
SPRING/SUMMER REGISTRATION TIME!









Refunds (less a $20 processing
charge) will be made only if

cancellation is at least three (3)
weeks prior to the week of

participation. A $20.00 fee will
be charged for returned checks.

2008

For camp use only: Received ____ / ____/____ Check #__________ $__________

CHILD NAME___________________________________________________

AGE _________ SCHOOL________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________

CITY/ZIP _______________________________________________________

PARENT NAME _________________________________________________

PHONE _________________________________________________________

EMAIL __________________________________________________________

Silk painting, embroidery, masks, mosaics and more!
Let’s create ART AL FRESCO under a canopy!

Play with my two rambunctious and very friendly dogs, Sugar and Kita, Henry the guinea
pig and even hold Willy the corn snake! Don’t feel like drawing today? Bring your book and

read or visit the vegetable garden! Weed pullers welcome!!
Camp is held in my back yard at 245 Wilton Avenue in Palo Alto.

REMEMBER MY 3 RULES: • HAVE FUN • SLOW DOWN
• NO ERASERS ALLOWED BECAUSE THERE IS

NO SUCH THING AS A MISTAKE IN ART!

Hours: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday-Friday
Open for ages 5 and up (TEENS WELCOME!) and attendance is recommended

for children who can maintain concentration for 4 hours on a daily basis.
(Please note: this is NOT a child care service!)

SPRING SESSION
� March 24-28

SUMMER SESSIONS
� June 16
� June 23
� June 30
� July 7
� July 14
� July 21
� July 28
� August 4
� August 11
� August 18

SIGN UP AND PAY NOW TO GUARANTEE
YOUR PLACE!

SPACE IS LIMITED SO ENROLLMENT IS FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED.
Cost: $175.00 per week per child includes all supplies

Enclose checks payable to Kristen Johnson and mail to:
245 Wilton Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306

650.493.4383 - Email: graffikdezine@comcast.net

Ohlone Art Camp started at Ohlone Elementary School but moved to my studio during remodeling at
school. I kept the name because I am sure that Ohlone Indians lived in my neighborhood; I have

found arrowheads, bones, and seashells in my yard!

Ohlone Art Camp

Visit ohloneartcamp.com

44 99 33 -- 44 33 88 33

6th AAnnual SSpring
11th AAnnual SSummer CCamp
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