
April 2009
Character Trait -Initiative
April 13 - Oskar the Bully Assembly
April 13 - Site Council Meeting
April 14 - PTA Board Meeting
April 16 - Parent Education – Break the Cycle of Bullying – 7-8:30PM, 
      El Carmelo MP Room
April 18 – Carnival Auction
April 21  - PTA General Meeting -7PM in the Library
  -Guest speaker Zoe Mount MFT. Children and Money
April 21 – K-5 Parent Math Meeting – Nixon Elementary – 7-8:30PM
April 22 Spirit Day - Wear Green/Blue for Earth Day
April 22 Earth Day Celebration
April 29 Stories Under the Stars

May 2009
Character Trait- Perseverance
May 2 – May Fete Parade
May 4-15 - STAR Testing
May 9 - Pancake Breakfast

El Carmelo Calendar
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Carnival El Carmelo Auction
April 18 2009, 6:00 pm - 11:30 pm

University Club, Palo Alto

Earth Day, April 22nd

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org



Principal’s Letter
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This photo of “Ella Carmela” and myself is to remind us all of the PTA 
Auction coming up this April 18th.  That Saturday is a big highlight of 
the year and a chance to relax with fellow parents and staff in a fun 
setting.  The University Club of Palo Alto (on Miranda Avenue just off 
Foothills Expressway) will be a great venue for a gala evening.  I hope 
that you can all attend.

I was thinking about the other purpose of the auction, to raise funds 
for the PTA, yesterday as I worked with the teaching staff on a 
preliminary field trip budget for 2009-10.  The 26 field trips and other 
experiences funded by the PTA are an important part of each year’s 
learning activities and form a significant piece of the PTA budget.  I 
think that it is wonderful that our PTA committed itself to a common 
funding of field trips so that parents do not have to write a check for 
each one of these experiences.

The only way for this common funding of our students’ field trips to 
continue is for each of us to do what we can to support the PTA.  The 
Auction is a large part of the total budget of the PTA.  Thank you in 
advance to everyone that contributes a donation and/or buys 
something from the offerings at the Auction.

Looking forward to seeing you there,

Chuck Merritt
Principal

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Esta foto de “Ella Carmelo” y yo está para recordarnos de la Subasta 
PTA que se celebra el 18 Abril.  Ese Sábado es una experiencia alta del 
año y una oportunidad para relajarse con los otros padres y el 
personal de la escuela en un ambiente divertido.  El University Club de 
Palo Alto (en Miranda Avenue cerca de Foothills  Expressway) será un 
sitio estupendo para una velada elegante.  Espero que puedan venir 
todos.
 
Ayer, mientras trabajaba con los maestros en el presupuesto 2009 -10 
preeliminario de los ‘field trips’, pensaba en la subasta.  Los 26 ‘field 
trips’ y otras experiencias que paga el PTA son una parte importante 
de las actividades del año y forman una parte importante del 
presupuesto del PTA.  Creo que es estupendo que nuestra PTA se ha 
comprometido a financiar los ‘field trips’ de una forma unida para que 
los padres no tengan que escribir un cheque para cada una de estas 
experiencias.

La única forma en que pueda continuar esta forma de financiar en 
común los ‘field trips’ es si todos hacemos lo que podemos para 
apoyar a la PTA.  La Subasta forma una parte importante del 
presupuesto total de la PTA.  Gracias a todos los que contribuyan una 
donación y/o compran algo de la Subasta.

Anticipando verles allí,

Chuck Merritt
Principal

Principal’s Letter  Spanish Translation by Moisés Goldszmidt

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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I hope you are all enjoying this wonderful spring weather!  For me it is 
a reminder that summer is just around the corner. My Presidency is 
coming to a close.  It is the time of year that the PTA renews itself.   Our 
non-profit organization builds a new board, invites parents to take 
leadership positions, and raises the bulk of its funds to support the 
year ahead.  I encourage you to participate in this worthwhile 
organization by either volunteering to chair an event for next year 
and/or coming to the auction and donating your money to the PTA.  In 
this Carmeletter, look for volunteer opportunities as well as auction 
information. Both are fun ways to support our beloved community 
and our wonderful children.

Michele Kasper 
PTA President
mekasper@comcast.net

PTA President’s Letter

Carmeletter Publication Members

PTA President

PTA Exec. Vice-President
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Thank you to a wonderful Community!

When I took the job of auction chair at the end of last year, I was excited and looking forward to it.  This 
fall, with the economy crashing around us, I thought, what have I gotten myself into. Today I am grateful 
to have been in the position of auction chair.  It allowed me to witness first hand the generosity of our 
community.  I saw our El Carmelo families come together and give so generously of their time and 
money to our children and to each other.  I also saw our local merchants step forward in continuing their 
support of our educational resources.  It has filled me with hope in going forward into a new time.  

The result of our community’s generosity is a catalog full of fun and amazing offerings for everyone to 
bid on, whether it is a party for your child with their classmates or a get together for parents.  So line up 
your babysitters, polish your dance shoes and join us for the 32nd annual El Carmelo Auction!  It is a 
night of dinner, dancing, bidding and catching up with friends.  

There are a few new things this year:

- Absentee Bid Forms are available in the catalog, on-line and in the school office, for those who are not 
able to attend the dinner.  Simply fill out the form with desired items and the corresponding bid amounts 
and turn it into the office by April 16. 

-  Also new are eleven Raffles.  For as little as $10 you can have a chance to win a fantastic prize.  Raffle 
tickets will be sold not only at the auction but also at various El Carmelo events so look for Ella Carmela, 
the auction mascot, or a table of masks and you will find an El Carmelo parent selling raffle tickets.

The catalog is available on the El Carmelo PTA website www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org.

I look forward to seeing you at the auction, on campus and at the many events being offered by our 
families!

Ana-Maria Dias
Auction Chair

10MileClub

Congratulations to Thea and Raiden on completing 50 laps! Super effort. We still have committed runners 
working towards their goal. Keep it up!

by Jennifer Mutz, parent volunteer

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org

Issue 8 El Carmelo PTA Newsletter April 9, 2009



5

Introducing….El Carmelo's Job Skills Bank

Because of the recession, we have decided to create a binder in which El Carmelo parents can post 
their business cards so that when someone in the community needs a service, he/she can check the 
binder and find a candidate to interview.

Do you need an auto mechanic or an auto detailer, a drywaller or painter, a child care provider or a 
house cleaner?  Would you like to order a cake or dessert for a party or a Mexican dinner for a night 
you're working late?  We have gardeners and tree trimmers, a person who can help with party 
preparation and a seamstress.

If you are in need of any of these services, be sure to check out the Job Skills Bank Binder in the 
front office.  We hope you will interview one of our talented parents.

If you want your business card included in the binder, please give Chuck Merritt 5 cards.

Annette Isaacson
Chuck Merritt

Support for El Carmelo Families

El Carmelo is a supportive community. As such, we want to ensure that families who may need 
assistance during these tough economic times know they have a safety net of services in our 
community. First, Principal Chuck Merritt is happy to meet and talk with any family. Second, the Palo 
Alto Unified School District (PAUSD) central office also provides families with referrals to counseling 
and community services (many of which are free). Third, the city of Palo Alto has a Family Resources 
Office. Family Resources is a link for families in the community who may need assistance with:
 
Emergency/Crisis
Basic Needs
Child Care
Community Resources
Disability Resources
Education
Health Care
Mental Health and Counseling
 
Family Resources can be reached by phone at 650-329-2221, at their office in Palo Alto’s Cubberly 
Community Center 4000 Middlefield Rd. suite T-2, or online at 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/familyresources.
 
We have also placed some Family Resources brochures in the kiosk in the El Carmelo Office.

by Jennifer Mutz

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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If you haven’t had a chance to see the new garden behind the kindergarten classes, take a peek.  We have 
put in our winter garden and anchored the garden with some permanent additions. 

Our garden’s permanent plants include: lemon, lime, mandarin orange, pomegranate, cherry and apple 
trees.  We also added lavender, blueberries, herbs, trumpet vines, kiwi vines and a number of flowers.  Our 
winter garden has carrots, radishes, cabbage, kale, onions, leeks, lettuce, fava beans and beets.  The many 
bulbs we put in during the winter are now blooming!

The new garden has proven to be a fantastic resource for us already.  The children have spent a lot of 
time outside exploring earthworms, pill bugs and soil. They have enjoyed raking leaves, weeding and 
planting seeds, bulbs and trees.

We hope that our garden becomes part of the whole El Carmelo community and that anyone who would 
like to spend time in the garden feels free to help it grow and prosper.  We will definitely need the whole 
village to help this project continue to grow.

We would like to thank the PTA and Roger Reynold’s Nursery in Menlo Park for their generous support. 
Our thanks also go to Christine Haynes, an ex-El Carmelo parent, who helped us plan and purchase plants 
for our garden.  Chris is a landscape designer and contributed her time to help us create our garden 
space.

Happy Spring!

Our Kinder-Garden

Zoe Mount, MFT 

by Marilyn Nishio, Kindergarten Teacher

Guest speaker at the El Carmelo PTA General Meeting – April 21, 7:00 PM, El Carmelo Library

Are you feeling freaked out by this economy?  Who isn’t!  Are you wondering how to help your kids learn 
to handle their money so they don’t become one of the millions losing their homes and wallowing in 
credit card debt?  Join the club!  To address the desire to help our kids learn good habits with money 
from the very beginning, Zoe Mount, licensed family therapist, will be giving a presentation of sugges-
tions and guidelines for the best ways to get your children started in the right direction.  Please come for 
this informative meeing!

Zoë Mount, MFT
Marriage and Family Therapist

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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10 Activities To Celebrate April - National Volunteer Month

 • Donate nutritious canned foods to local programs service the  low-income 

and homeless workers.

 • Reach out to younger children by playing or reading to them. 

 • Make a new friend by introducing yourself to a student you don’t know.

 • Make cookies and visit a homebound senior in your neighborhood.

 • Read about kids who make a difference – Ask in the library for good books.

 • Pick up trash when you see it.

 • Volunteer at a senior center or food program.

 • Offer to help a neighbor with yard work or pet care.

 • Get together with siblings or friends and share your talents with others.

 • Pick some flowers from your yard and brighten a neighbor’s day with them.

What Else Can You Do?

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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The GreenTeam would like to share a random sampling of important changes our El Carmelo families are 
making to lead a greener lifestyle. We hope these eco-friendly choices inspire your own family!

 • Principal Chuck Merritt and his family: We drive a car with good gas mileage and recycle like crazy.
 • Fogarty family: Gave up plastic bottles. We realized we were buying too much gator aide and other 
items purely for convenience. After learning more about the environmental crisis of plastic in our 
landfills and oceans, we just gave it all up. We buy lots of reusable bottles and fill them with either 
pre-mixed beverages or water. The side benefit, we are drinking a lot more water and are saving 
money!
 • Decreau family: We take more showers and less baths to save water.
 • Dean family: My wife has volunteered over 20 years every Friday for the community offering dancing 
to help keep kids off the street and offer healthier living options.
 • Kindergarten Teacher Denise: I ride my bike 90% of the time.
 • Tracy-Seiders family: We eat beef every other week instead of every week now to help reduce 
methane in the atmosphere. We sponsored a neighborhood expired medicine drop at our house and 
delivered it all to the Palo Alto hazardous waste collection.
 • Youngquist family: We are making a big effort to harvest our fruit trees and either use it or share it 
which reduces food waste and provides more organic fruit for our neighbors. We waste less food in 
general.
 • Class aide Mona: I reuse water from washing produce to water plants outside.
 • School Secretary Ginny: I walk to the grocery and use cloth bags.
 • Librarian Mrs. Bell: We do basic recycling and re-use the newspaper plastic bags for scooping up 
after my three dogs.
 • Klein-Cohen family: We compost. When the shower water is warming up, we use a bucket to collect 
it and use it to flush the toilet.
 • Krugler family: We do a lot of little things, including using washable bento boxes in my kids’ lunches 
instead of plastic baggies. We no longer buy plastic bottles. 
 • Quo family: When we order takeout food, we bring our own reusable containers to bring it home 
and ask the restaurant not to put the food in styrofoam.
 • Caren family: We turn off lights when we’re out of the room, reuse lunch baggies, and recycle.
 • Anonymous family: We pass on our kids’ clothes and welcome hand-me-down clothes. We also we 
use aluminum instead of throw away plastic bottles, wash our baggies to reuse, and recycle.
 • First Grade Teacher Diane McCoy: My husband and I are empty nesters now so it is especially easier 
to live a little more green then usual; low thermostat (63-64), recycle and reuse (only cloth bags for all 
shopping, even at Bloomies!), use lots of tupperware, conserve water, etc. We bought a Honda Suv Pilot 
4 years ago and did feel a little guilty. It was our last big car to pack stuff to college and use on field 
trips. To offset its carbon footprint we joined Terrapass.com two years ago. You calculate your car’s 
carbon footprint, air travel footprint, etc. and donate a related $ amount for the year which they 
channel into alternative energy research and production.
 

El Carmelo Family Green Choices
by Jennifer Mutz

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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 • Teacher Marilyn: I ride my bike to work every day, even in sprinkling rain. We try to eliminate as much 
waste as possible so we can avoid even having to recycle.
 • Derrek family: I walk everywhere.
 • Chalmers family: We installed solar panels on our roof.
 • Singh family: We walk to school every day and recycle.
 • Cowie family: We stopped watering our plants, now use reusable lunch containers, walk and bike to 
school, and save boxes that we use for art projects at home.
 • Ryan family: We bring canvas bags to the grocery, turn off all lights that we’re not using, use the 
smaller energy saving light bulbs, and use a power strip for all our electronics (like our computer) so we 
can turn everything off and not leave it running all the time.
 • Froehlich family: We do not wash our car or water our plants anymore, do not use zip lock baggies in 
lunches anymore, and use recycled plastic containers made from yogurt cups (from Whole Foods).
 • Anonymous family: We installed solar panels on our house. It was a big initial expense, and will take 
a few years to see the return on our investment. But we feel it was an investment worth making both 
financially and on principal.
 • Shaw family: We have turned off our irrigation system, walk to school, make sure the kids turn off the 
water while brushing their teeth, and planted our first garden last year. The kids love being able to eat 
strawberries, green beans, broccoli, cauliflower and cherry tomatoes right off the vine.
 • Hodson family: Weuse rechargeable batteries and recycle those batteries that are not rechargeable. 
We ride bikes, especially in the summer, to the library, the pool, wherever we go. We have reusable 
lunch containers and canvas grocery shopping bags.
 • Napaa family: We recycle clothes and shoes at the 76 gas station on the corner of San Antonio and 
Charleston. We installed a pump at home to recycle water from a well (for outside use). Our son insists 
we bike everywhere.
 • Cox family: We compost almost everything including paper/paper towels/tissues/food. We have a 5 
gallon bucket in the shower to collect the water while it’s heating up and then use that to water the 
plants. We have reusable grocery bags.
 • Sui family: We just completed a house construction project and purposely replaced all our 
appliances with new/energy efficient appliances. We also remodeled to incorporate as much natural 
sun light as possible so we can limit having to turn on lights. For the lights we use CFL bulbs. We do 
other things like bringing our own bags to the store, collecting water from the shower for plants and 
biking as much as we can.
 • Jelks family: We bike everywhere we can using the “xtra cycle” attached to my husband’s bike, it has 
saddle bags for each side and a place where two kids can sit on it. We do all our errands on it and stay 
out of the car on the weekends. We compost all our food waste and also plan to re-landscape with fake 
grass that doesn’t need to be watered.

Please share with the GreenTeam your choices for future newsletters. You can email Megan Fogarty at 
meganfogarty@sbcglobalnet.com or Jennifer Mutz at mutz@pacbell.net. We’d love to hear from you.

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Going Green at El Carmelo

Green tips from the Green Team:

Recycling: Do’s

Recycle full circle. When you send stuff out to be recycled, that’s half the process. To complete the circle, 
buy and use recycled items: paper, clothing, electronics, plastics.   

Can you recycle a little more? About 43% of our waste is recyclable, according to a recent Palo Alto waste 
composition study. Paper alone makes up 14%, or 11,200 tons, of our garbage. For ideas on what other 
families are doing, please see Jennifer Mutz’s Green Family Choices article. Here’s a reminder of the things 
you can recycle every week:

Curbside Recycling: Paper

• White, colored, or glossy paper
• Newspaper
• Junk mail
• Paper ream wrappers
• Paperboard (e.g. office supply, cereal and tissue 
boxes, toilet paper tubes)
• Telephone directories
• Shredded paper
• Self-stick notes
• Maps

• Magazines and catalogs
• Cardboard (flattened and cut to fit loosely in 
cart)
• Manila folders
• NCR paper (carbonless)
• Paperback books
• Non-metallic wrapping paper
• Paper envelopes (plastic windows okay)
• Paper bags
• Egg cartons

• Metal cans
• Empty, non-hazardous aerosol cans (e.g., shav-
ing cream, hairspray)

• Aluminum cans
• Foil, metal lids and food trays

Curbside Recycling: Cans & Foil

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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• Bottles and jars • Plastic containers #1-#7 (e.g., beverage, milk, 
soda, water, detergent, shampoo, lotion, yogurt, 
margarine)

Curbside Recycling: Glass & Plastic

NOTE: Rinse beverage and food containers, foil, and trays.

Green Recycling: Don’ts

Here are the kinds of things the Palo Alto curbside recycling program does not currently accept: 
Lunch packaging can create a lot of waste for our school. Here are some tips for making lunches that 
generate little or no trash: 

• Food contaminated paper, plastic, or foil
• Expanded polystyrene, a.k.a. StyrofoamTM (but 
you can recycle packing peanuts at UPS loca-
tions, call 650/326-5555)
• Window glass or mirrors
• Glassware (e.g., vases, bowls, cups, plates)
• Aseptic containers (e.g., milk/juice cartons, 
drink boxes, and pouches)
• Hardback books
• Blueprints

• Film plastic (e.g., plastic bags, shrink wrap, 
bubble wrap)
• Tyvek envelopes (overnight packages)
• Ceramics or porcelain
• Thermal fax paper or carbon paper
• Paper napkins or towels
• Metallic paper
• Photographs
• Light bulbs

Zero Waste Lunches

Lunch packaging can create a lot of waste for our school. Here are some tips for making lunches that 
generate little or no trash: 

• Use a reusable insulated bag or lunch box instead of a paper bag. 
• Use reusable plastic containers that can be washed out instead of disposable plastic sandwich bags.
• Use a thermos or reusable jug instead of a soda or a juice box.
• Use metal silverware or wash plastic utensils and reuse them. 
• Buy in bulk and pack individual servings (of yogurt, cereal, etc.) in reusable containers.  
• Use cloth napkins that can be washed and reused instead of paper napkins. 

The Bento Mindset: Thinking Inside The Box

The problem of wrapping and carrying food to school and work is not new. People all over the world 
have solved this problem. Try looking up, for example: 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Lunch Containers:
• Japanese bento
• Indian tiffin box
• Danish madpakke

Food Wrappings/Wrapped Food:
• Lavosh bread 
• Tortillas
• Dried seaweed (nori)
• Crunchy lettuce leaves 
• Thin egg omelets
• Samosas
• Cornish pasties
• Empanadas
• Tamales 
• Zhong ze 

Does your family have your own portable food tradition? Send them to Jennifer Mutz to post in our 
ongoing Green Family Choices article. 

April 16, 2009 7:00 – 8:30PM, El Carmelo MP Room

Palo Alto PTA Council Series: All parents, teachers & community welcome!
FREE & open to all PAUSD parents, teachers, & the community  

•�How is bullying different from typical disagreements between siblings or peers?
•�How does bullying or what some call “social cruelty” have a potentially lasting impact on the bully, the 
bullied and the bystander
•�How we can, as parents and teachers, help create inclusive, safe environments for all children?

Palo Alto’s non-profit agency “Parents Place” answers your questions and presents the latest research on 
bullying—an issue that, at some point, impacts every child. Pick date/location easiest for you: 
Middle School Program: 4/7/09 JLS, A primer on bullying in Middle School, in all its forms, including 
Cyberbullying.  (Spanish Translation Provided) 
Elementary School Program:  •El Carmelo 4/16/09 (Spanish Translation Provided)  •Duveneck 4/28/09 
(Spanish Translation Provided) �•Juana Briones 5/6/09 
Free On-Site Child Care at all schools.�All programs run 7pm-8:30pm
Check www.info.paloalotpta.org for event details.

“BREAKING THE CYCLE OF BULLYING” – Parent Education –

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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California requires school districts to adopt materials in grades K-8 from the State adoption list every 
seven years.  This year I have been on the committee that reviews the textbooks and makes a 
recommendation to the school board.  I’ve gotten to see that PAUSD is not a good school district by 
chance – there is a thorough process.  Teachers from every elementary school and three parents were 
part of the committee.  We reviewed 12 different publishers that meet the California standards and also 
met the goal of our superintendent, Dr. Skelly, of having a single K-5 program.  Narrowing it down to 2 
publishers, the teachers piloted the materials and the parents and specialists observed them using the 
materials.  The committee voted to recommend Everyday Mathematics to the school board.  The teachers 
are very excited about this program.  

If you would like to know more, there will be A K-5 Parent Math Evening will be held on Tuesday, April 21, 
7:00-8:30 p.m., at Nixon Elementary School (1711 Stanford Avenue, Stanford) for parents to learn about 
the Everyday Math program.  Sessions will be held on the components of the materials, the use of 
technology, and the home-school connection.  Childcare will be provided, and Spanish translation will 
be available. 
Please check the Palo Alto Unified School District Website at 
 http://pausd.org/community/Committees/MathAdoption/Q&A.shtml  
Many of the questions raised in the community concerning the K-5 math adoption are in a “question 
and answer” format with extended resources and links for further research.

Elementary K – 5 Math Textbook Adoption

A new book by Besty Franco, this year’s Visiting Author, is nowavailable! The book is called “A Curious 
Collection of Cats" and has been receiving great reviews.

"Every cat lover in the universe ought to own this endearingly wacky collection of poems accompanied 
by purrfect art."  J. Patrick Lewis, children's poet.

"To my mind, Franco really has a keen sense of how to make a poem interesting and like nothing you've 
ever encountered in a children's poetry book before.  Ms. Franco's poems always have something fresh
and new to say about cat ownership and would make for excellent reading out loud."  School Library 
Journal review.

Here is what the author herself has to say - "This book is dedicated to my cats and a number of cats in the
neighborhood.  I've been observing them for years and asked my El Carmelo neighbors for stories about 
their felines, too.  The illustrator made each page a work of art!"

Update on Visiting Author Betsy Franco

If you have any questions, I would be happy to talk with you.

Stephanie Youngquist, 327-4284

by Maya Venkatraman

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Submitted by the El Carmelo Nominating Committee
Chair Audrey Finot, Erika Krugler, Yi Mei Chang, Nina Hansen and Jennifer Mutz
The El Carmelo PTA Nominating Committee has been working hard to fill PTA positions for the upcoming 
school year (2009-2010). Did you know we have over 100 PTA positions? We are extremely grateful to 
those parents who have agreed to continue in various PTA positions again next year or have signed on 
for the first time. Thank you!!! Your efforts benefit every family. Many positions are filled. However, we still 
have some key positions open. It’s important new parents step up each year to fill positions vacated by 
graduating parents in order to maintain school resources and continue PTA activities your family 
currently enjoys. Please consider signing up! Many positions can be shared. Both working parents and 
stay-at-home parents are currently active in the PTA. There is something for everyone.  
The following PTA positions are still open for next year. 

Any position listed as a Board position meets once a month for an hour long PTA Board meeting (great 
way to get to know other parents!) and heads up a team.

Executive Vice President – Board position (trains for PTA President the following year. Works closely 
with President, Principal and Teachers. Super opportunity for a great experience!)
VP Fundraising – Board position (oversees fundraising strategy and efforts, supported by a team)
VP Membership – Board position (educates parents about PTA and encourages membership, 
opportunity for lots of creative efforts)
Corresponding Secretary – Board position (writes notes as needed)
eScrip – coordinate escrip program for parents and teachers
Carmeletter Editor - (to share half time with current editor Maria Whealan, issue published 1x per 
month on average)
Carmeletter Editor Back up - (to share with current back ups)
Back To School Night – (work with President to organize BTS)
Back to School First Day Packets for students - (assembled and collated in mid-August for distribution 
first day of school)
Kinder Play Dates - (over the summer, best for returning parent with an incoming Kinder)
Noon Art - (to share with Rhiannon Wallace on Wednesdays at lunch time for the kids)
Pancake Breakfast - (to share with Maya Venkatraman, spring)
International Day - (chair all school potluck)
Spirit Shop - (manage school spirit shop orders, Ts, sweatshirts)
Teacher Appreciation - (promote week of appreciation)
Fall Class Picnics - (coordinate w/room parents)
Health & Nutrition - (liaison, writes articles, promotes healthy choices)
Bingo Night - (one night event)
Potluck school wide - (coordinate in the fall, set date and promote)
Reflections 5th Grade Yearbook 
Emergency Preparedness - (work with PAUSD to stock supply shed)

OPEN PTA POSITIONS FOR NEXT YEAR

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Visiting Author - (to partner with Maya Venkatraman, parent with child in younger grade to take over 
after Maya would be great)
For more detailed descriptions visit the El Carmelo PTA Web site at: 
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/board.html

We would love to talk to you and give you more information about any position. Please contact Erika 
Krugler (ekrugler@pacbell.net or 565-8653) or Jennifer Mutz (mutz@pacbell.net or 325-0542) for more 
information:

The MP room was packed with families making slime, testing their reaction time, holding CO2 bubbles, 
figuring out their age in binary, making spectrascopes, and many more.

Congratulations to our raffle winners, who are Hannah, Natalie, Jonathon, Keenan, Bart, and Marissa.
Thank you to our fabulous parent volunteers – Ana-Maria Dias, Nina Hansen, Marjorie Sayers, Sherwin 
Wong, Jason Lewis, Linda Lee, Maria Derrick, Debbie Bell, Fabian Klass, Asmita Runge, Dave Hodson , Anna 
Chan, Jennifer and Andy Mutz, Ashok, Nita Sharma, Suzanne Ogawa, Jennifer Chu, and Daveena Byrd.  It 
couldn’t have happened without you!

Thank you to Mad Science for bringing us the slime station, to Peet’s Coffee & Tea at Charleston Plaza for 
the donation of cups, and to the El Carmelo PTA for all the rest!  

Ken Tracton and Mike and Stephanie Youngquist

Family Math and Science Exploration!

… to Asmita Runge for her leadership on the book exchange.

… to Maria Whealan for bringing Bingo Night to our children.  Thank you, also, to Susy Kim, Wen Li, Joy Zhang, 
Jennifer Chu, Suzanne Ogawa, Samantha, Julia, Miranda, and the all the students who helped out at Bingo 
Night in so many ways.

… to Michele Kasper for chairing the Scholastic Book Fair.

Many thanks to all from the El Carmelo PTA.

‘Thank you’ to all these volunteers ...

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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A Special‘Thank you’ to all who helped with the  Auction 

Kinder Auction Crafts:
Thank you to Shirley Siu for organizing a fantastic group of helper moms and for bringing the yummy snacks.  
Thank you, also, to Erika Krugler, who I can see is a great preschool teacher with the way she mesmerized the 
kids while she read to them, Stephanie Youngquist who can handle a toothpick like a pro, Sherwin Wong who 
was a whirlwind cleaning after the craft session and to Jennifer Mutz, Kori Shaw and Davina Byrd, whose 
patience and care with the children made it fun.  Thank you, as well, to Denise Dauler for letting us use her 
room.

4th Grade Auction Crafts:
Thank you to Tania Goldszmidt for opening up her home to the 4th graders and for her calmness and 
enthusiasm throughout the craft making.

And thank you, of course, to the little artists who supplied us with the auction crafts!

Merchant Committee:
Thank you to Mona Napaa and Shirley Siu who were relentless in pursuing merchants for donations.  Also, 
thank you to Beata Madej and Doreen Rehbock for their advice and help with the donations.

Catalog Review Committee:
Thank you to the moms that stayed in town over the break and diligently reviewed over and over again the 
catalog before it was ready for the printers: Erina DuBois, Liz Cowie, Stephanie Youngquist and Shirley Siu.

Ticket Sales and Face Painting:
Thank you to Oi Ha Lam for taking charge of the auction tickets, to Liz Cowie, Joan Gu, Erina DuBois and 
Christine Hodson for selling tickets and to Doreen Rehbock and Wen Li for their face painting talents, and to 
Samantha for such a great job of applying tattoos.

Theme:
Thank you to Jane Garvey and Amy Love who came up with the theme for the auction.  Carnival has been a 
really fun theme!

Thank you to Jennifer Mutz, who has been my ghost writer on occasion, to Michele Kasper, and to Principal 
Chuck Merritt for all their support! 

Thank you to Jennifer Allen and PIP Printing for the beautiful logo, invitations and catalog cover.
 
Thank you to Marcus Aiu for the great job he did posting the catalog on the web.
 
Thank you to Jill Spain, who organized the auction for the last two years, for passing on great notes!

There are many more people that have helped in many ways with the auction, and there are too many to list.  
So thank you all for your help!
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Earth Day

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY
Wednesday, April 22nd

Walk, Bike, Bus, Carpool to School 
And Wear Green All Day 

Cancel school commute car trips and use alternative modes of transportation like 
walking, bicycling, riding the bus, or carpooling more often.  Make it fun!  Invite

friends to share your commute. Create your own “walking school bus.” 

For more information about safe, sustainable school commutes, visit 
www.saferoutes.paloaltopta.org . 

DID YOU KNOW EARTH DAY HAS ROOTS AT STANFORD? On the 22nd of 
April, 1970, Earth Day marked the beginning of the modern environmental 
movement. Approximately 20 million Americans participated, with a goal of a 
healthy, sustainable environment. Stanford student Denis Hayes, the national 
coordinator, and his youthful staff organized massive coast-to-coast rallies.  
Groups that had been fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power 
plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, 
and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Day

Let’s get excited about saving our earth: 
 During April: El Carmelo students write your Save the Earth ideas in 

the Library! 
 The City of Palo Alto has its Earth Day Celebration on Saturday April 

18 at Lucie Stern Community Center from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/environment/earthday/default.asp

 Participate in Earth Day activities on April 22.
 Drop-off.  Kids and parents: Walk, bike, bus, or carpool to 

school.  Those who avoid driving in individual cars on April 22nd

get a GREEN STAMP!  We will count bikes throughout the week.  
Help us beat the El Carmelo record of 90 bikes by Friday, April 24th!

 8:30 am - School Character Education Assembly on Initiative.
Students and staff talk about taking initiative for our community. 

 12:00 - 2:00 pm - Earth Day Innovation Displays. Come see an 
electric car and more! 
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Stories Under the Stars 
By Alli Wong and Laura Tannenwald 

Mark your calendars and plan to participate in one of El Carmelo's most 
cherished traditions! 

   
Stories Under the Stars 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 
7:00-8:15 p.m. 

El Carmelo Multipurpose Room 
 

With special stories read by: 
Chuck Merritt 
John Walton 

Leslie Bell 
Cheryl Lee 

 
Wear your coziest pajamas, bring along your favorite stuffed animal and 

snuggle with a pillow and blanket for a great time. 
We will promptly start at 7:00 p.m. 

Immediately following the program, refreshments will be served in 
the courtyard. Parents, please remember this is not a drop-off event. 

Adults must accompany their children.  
 

If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer, please contact  
Alli at Allison_wong17@yahoo.com or Laura at lauratannenwald@comcast.net 
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