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El Carmelo Calendar 
April 12 - 
April 16 - 

 
  

April 16 -  
April 17 - 
April 20 - 
April 22 - 
April 23 - 
April 24 - 
April 25 - 

May 1 - 
May 1 - 

May 5-16 - 
May 10 - 

Pancake Breakfast (8-11 am) 
Parent input meeting regarding new 
principal (7-8:30 pm in Library) See 
insert in your Friday folder 
BUY your auction tickets (Latte Guy!!) 
Visiting Author 
International Dinner (5-7 pm) 
PTA General Meeting (8:30 am) 
Camouflage Spirit Day, Earth Day 
Stories Under the Stars (7-8:30 pm) 
NO SCHOOL  
Bingo (6:30-8:30 pm) 
Carmeletter Submissions Due (2 pm) 
STAR Testing (Grades 2-5) 
El Carmelo AUCTION (6 pm) 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

PAUSD/Community Calendar 
April 22 - 

 
April 22 - 

May 3 - 
May 13 - 

Board of Education:  
25 Churchill (6:30 pm) 
PiE Spring Fling 
May Fete Parade (10 am) 
Board of Education:  
25 Churchill (6:30 pm) 

More Information 
(see page 5 and 6)  
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Dear El Carmelo Parents, Students, and Community, 
 
We have had a great series of successful community-building 
events these last couple of months with such activities as, Lego 
Night – organized by Michele Kasper, Math-Science Exploration 
Night - headed by Stephanie Youngquist, the Book Exchange - 
organized by Elisa Schmit and Asmita Runge, and the play 
production “Beanie and the Bamboozling Book Machine” - 
organized and nurtured by Rebecca Davis and a cast of parents. All 
of these were engaging and well attended.  A special “Thank You” 
to the organizers of these and all other upcoming events for 
bringing them to fruition through their extraordinary effort and 
leadership. Our community is appreciative and enriched by the 
offerings. 
 
General Information and Upcoming Events: 
♦ STAR Test: The mandated State Testing and Reporting 
Program (STAR) for grades 2-5 will take place from May 5 through 
May 16.  The STAR Test assesses students by grade level in the 
areas of reading, language, mathematics, spelling, and science at 
fifth grade.  The information we receive for each individual student 
allows us to plan thoughtful, relevant instruction to meet the child’s 
needs.  Information regarding our school results assists us in 
reviewing the success of our curricular program.  These 
assessments are an opportunity for students to show at least one 
aspect of what they have learned to date, as measured against 
grade level curriculum standards.  For now, please help your 
student and us by NOT scheduling family excursions or medical/
dental appointments, especially on the mornings of the dates 
indicated above.  If you have questions, please contact us directly. 
♦ Site Council Vacancies: The El Carmelo Site Council will have 
two parent vacancies for two-year terms beginning in the fall of the 
2008-2009 school year. If you would like more information about the 
Site Council, please read the article in this edition of the Carmeletter 
about this topic or feel free to contact one of the current members: 
Elizabeth Maulick, Maggi Smeal, Megan Swezey Fogarty, Linda 
Stebbins Jensen, Leslie Bell, Kathy Chin, Denise Dauler, Diane 
McCoy, or Lupe Garcia.  
♦ Other Thank Yous: We are most appreciative of the depth of 
parent and community involvement.  Many of you are actively and 
quietly involved in the classrooms on an ongoing basis.  The staff 
and I would like to say “Thank You” to all who provide essential 
support to our children.  In addition, major school events happen 
because individuals step up and take responsibility for organizing, 
coordinating, and making sure to take care of the “details”.  To 
these individuals, I would also like to say, “We are most grateful”.   
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Needless to say, it takes the participation of many helpers (quiet hands) to put on an event, so 
please forgive me in advance if your names are not mentioned (though I would personally like 
to express my gratitude to each of you directly).  Thank you to:  
The Traffic Committee (Eric Jensen, Stephanie Youngquist, Bruno Colchen, Jennnifer Mutz, 

Michele Kasper, and neighbors- Eileen & Gary Ruppel and Spencer Commons) for the 
focused work in greatly improving the safety and traffic flow around the school.  Their efforts 
helped us get the crossing guard at Bryant and El Carmelo, as well as the site 
improvements of the drop-off zones around the campus. Our students are much safer as a 
result! 

Faith Brigel, Jeannette Cheng, and Erick Schuur who have stepped in when needed (Editor/s), 
Erina DuBois (Layout), Mona Napaa (Distribution), Moises Goldszmidt (Translation) and to 
ALL contributors for producing such a high quality Carmeletter.  Much thought, care and 
effort is given to ensure that this ongoing communication vehicle meets its deadline in order 
to inform our community. 

Jeff Bondor for managing and coordinating our Enews in an ongoing basis.  Timely 
communication helps our community stay well informed on current happenings in our 
community.  Jeff does it efficiently and professionally! 

Anna Chan for sprucing up and maintaining the Reading Garden.  It is a beautiful area where 
students can read and enjoy the colorful garden individually or with a friend. 

Stephanie Youngquist for continuing to organize and maintain the Math Lab Program. 
Maya Venkatraman for organizing and bringing us a captivating Visiting Author, David 

Schwartz. 
Carrie Manley for organizing the practical and timely parent education events for El Carmelo. 
Rhiannon Wallace and cast for putting on a fabulous Noon Art Program every other 

Wednesday. It’s sure a “beehive” of activity in the MP Room during lunch. Kids come out at 
the end of the period with projects to share proudly with friends and parents. 

Megan Fogarty and the PiE TEAM for their tireless and successful leadership with the PiE 
fundraising campaign. Way to go! You set a very high bar for next year. 

Jennifer Mutz for organizing and overseeing the after school student activities.  Her efforts 
have certainly improved the quality and consistency of what we are able to offer. 

Liz Cowie and Asmita Runge for heading the 10 Mile Club every other week during lunch. 
They make it fun for kids of all ages to get their exercise while doing “the run.” 

 
I hope you also join us for all the upcoming community events: the annual Pancake Breakfast: 
sponsored by our fifth graders as a fundraiser for their Tall Ships field trip and supported by a 
great cast of parents; The International Dinner; Reading Under the Stars; Bingo Night; the May 
Fete Parade; the annual El Carmelo Auction; and our School Open House.   All of these 
events are sure to be fun and engaging, as well as provide a great opportunity to get to know 
other members of our community. 
 
The end of the school year is fast approaching.  Typically, students have long-term 
culminating projects and activities. Usually these assignments require the students to plan, 
organize and manage their time and activities well so that their work is done thoughtfully and 
the finished product represents their best effort.  You can help your child by staying abreast of 
what needs to be done, so you can guide and counsel appropriately.   You may need to 
contact the classroom teacher for specifics so you and your child can be on the same page.  
Let us know how we can help. 
 
Warmest regards,  Lupe García 
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Dear Parents, 
 
This is not the PTA President’s letter that I ever expected, or wanted 
to write. But there’s no way around it: Mr. Garcia, our beloved 
principal, is leaving El Carmelo. I know this is a tremendous jolt to 
our El Carmelo family. It’s hard to imagine El Carmelo without Mr. 
Garcia. He’s the one who always has time for every child: he has 
always put the kids first. You can often see him out on the lawn, or 
in his office, having a quiet word with a child, always offering 
guidance, reassurance, and direction with a pat on the back and a 
warm smile. 
 
He has cared deeply about his staff and his families, always 
listening respectfully and counseling wisely – always making it look 
easy, as he juggled countless issues and concerns.  It is because of 
his daily dedication and nurturing of the El Carmelo community that 
we now stand strong and united to carry his legacy forward in the 
years to come, supporting each and every child. 
 
One of life’s great lessons, one that we want our children to know 
and understand, is that life is about change. It’s how we all learn 
and grow.  Just as we learned from Mr. Garcia, we now have an  

opportunity to learn new lessons from our new principal. So thank you, Mr. Garcia, for all that 
you have done - and all that you are, as a leader and a friend. Thanks to you, we’ll embrace 
this next chapter at El Carmelo in the positive way that you have always modeled and 
encouraged. 
 
We, the parents, and our children will miss you terribly.  
 
Ana-Maria Dias Michele Kasper 
PTA President PTA Executive VP 
anamaria_am99@yahoo.com mekasper@comcast.net 
650-326-5854 650-858-1807  

We recently did a survey of all the El Carmelo parents that were receiving the paper version of the 
Carmeletter.  Many of these parents decided to switch over to receive only the on-line version of this 
newsletter and thus save paper.  This change has been implemented with this issue. 
 
This has been a great savings in paper and production costs.  44% of our parents and staff now 
receive only the on-line version.   This translates into about a $60 dollar savings per month and a 
$600 savings per year not to mention that it is good for the planet.  Thank you for your help with this!  

Going Green by Going On-Line with Carmeletter 
By Ana-Maria Dias and Christine Hodson  
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Mark your calendars!  Our biggest fundraiser will be on May 10, 2008 at 
the Stanford Faculty Club. 
 
The fun begins at 6:00pm when the silent auction starts.  There are many great 
items to bid on this year, Kids Game Night, Dessert & Wine Holiday Party, Malibu 
Go Kart Party, beautiful handmade jewelry, wines, homemade dinners….the list 
goes on and on! 
 
You’ll enjoy a delicious Hawaiian dinner (the chef at the faculty club is Hawaiian), 
fabulous live auction items to bid on, trips to Hawaii, Mexican Fiesta, Scavenger 
Hunt to name a few!  Play heads and tails and you could be the lucky winner of a 
beautiful gold & silver necklace (value of $1,950)  from Gleim Jewelers (perfect 
since Mothers Day is on Sunday).  Following live auction, you can dance the 
night away to DJ Rick Williams. 
 
Tickets go on sale April 16th outside the MP room.  So, book your babysitter, find 
your favorite Hawaiian shirt and join us for a night of fun all to benefit the 
education of our children! 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Aloha, 
 
Jill M. Spain 

El Carmelo  
“Blue Hawaii” Auction  

El Carmelo  

Auction 
Tickets on sale: April 16th 

(outside the MP Room) 
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Every year our PTA asks El Carmelo principal Lupe Garcia to highlight one particular 
school need, so that on auction night many parents can pitch in to make that wish come 
true. At next month’s auction, Mr. Garcia hopes to raise funds to complete our school-
wide goal of having sound equalization systems in all our classrooms. (With this 
technology, a teacher wears a microphone, and his/her voice is amplified through four 
speakers around the classroom.) 
  
All of our teachers want these systems, but for now some teachers remain on a waiting 
list, waiting for the necessary funding. We need 9 more systems to complete our school-
wide adoption of this cost-effective and innovative technology. Each system costs about 
$1,800, making our overall goal $16,200. The teachers who already have these systems 
say they wouldn’t teach without them; they say the systems help greatly with classroom 
management; when every student hears the teacher, every student is more likely to stay 
on task.  Or as one of our 2nd graders recently explained, “I love the sound system! It 
helps me hear what my teacher is saying a lot better. My teacher is usually pretty far 
away from me, at the other side of the room, so it helps me hear 100% of the words, no 
matter where she is.”  It’s just that simple: hearing the teacher helps everybody learn. 
  
And that’s why one El Carmelo mom recently decided she didn’t want to wait for the 
auction to do her part. She recently gave Mr. Garcia a check for $1,800. She said she had 
been looking for a way to say thank you to the El Carmelo community for all that it has 
meant to her and to her family through the years.  She said she wanted to give a donation 
that would make a positive difference for many children for many years. She asked to 
remain anonymous, but while not revealing her name, she did reveal her heart. 
  
In fact, it’s been that kind of sincere commitment by so many people, 
including our teachers, Mr. Garcia and our PTA, that has truly made 
this project possible, so much so that El Carmelo is now well on its 
way to becoming the first school in Palo Alto with this technology in 
every classroom, helping every teacher and child. On auction night, 
you’re invited to join this united school-wide effort to get all our kids in 
the “front row.”  

Mr. Garcia’s Auction Wish 

Hearing the 
teacher helps 

everybody 
learn. 
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Upcoming Events  

El Carmelo’s International Potluck Dinner 

Please bring a dish that feeds 10 and join us for a fun evening at El Carmelo!  
We will have food from all over the world as well as performances, many by our 
own students.  There will be exhibits and activities from different countries. 
 
If you or someone you know would like to put on a performance such as dancing, playing 
music, doing a demonstration, etc. please contact Eiko Baldwin at eikobaldwin@gmail.com. 
 
If you would like to help with the activities and exhibits or for questions please contact Ana-
Maria Dias at 326-5854, anamaria_am99@yahoo.com.  

Sunday, April 20, 5 - 7 pm 

B - I - N - G - O 

Please join us for Bingo on Thursday May 1st from 6:30 - 8:00 in the MP room. 
  

Lots of fun! Great prizes! Good company!  
 

If you would like to help, please call Mona 424-1431 or Barb 329-1185. 
  

                                              
See you at BINGO Night 

Thursday, May 1st, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, MP Room 

B - I - N - G - O 
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Upcoming Events  

The entire 5th grade class at El Carmelo 
Elementary invites you, your family and friends to 
our World Famous 5th Grade Pancake breakfast! 
The flapjacks will be flying in the Multipurpose 
Room on Saturday, April 12th from 8:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m. 
 
The Pancake Breakfast is the only fundraiser for 
the 5th grade class Ship Trip.  On the Ship Trip 
students get a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
sleep aboard the three-masted 1886 ship, the 
Balclutha, while learning and implementing history.  
The 5th grade students need to raise $1000 toward 

this exciting trip. That's a LOT of pancakes!  With the help of YOU, the entire El Carmelo 
community, and, of course, your hearty appetites, we know we'll reach our goal and enjoy a 
great field trip. 
 
America's oldest living Girl Scout, Mrs. Crowder, will be the guest of honor at the breakfast. 
She will be 102 on April 23rd! 
 
For only $5 per person or $15 per family you can enjoy some tasty pancakes, eggs, fruit, 
coffee and juice, as well as share in the El Carmelo spirit!  
 
Get tickets at the door or better yet reserve a place by completing the form in the office!   You 
can also donate extra tickets so that every family at El Carmelo can enjoy this wonderful 
event! 
 

We want to THANK YOU in advance for your support. We also want to THANK our 
fantastic teachers, Ms. Mason, Mrs. Knoblauch and Mrs. Chin for their support of this once 
in a lifetime field trip!  

The World Famous Fifth Grade Pancake Breakfast! 
By Alex Bismuth, Harry Halsted, Everett Spackman and Michael Schuur (5th graders)  

DON’T MISS THIS 
Annual Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 12 
8-11 am 
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Upcoming Events  

MAY FETE PARADE 

Come join El Carmelo in celebrating all the ways we keep 
active as we go movin’ & grovin’ down University Avenue 
for the 86th annual May Fete Children’s Parade.  Join 
thousands of children, decorated floats, marching bands, 
proud parents, and much more as we create community in 
downtown Palo Alto.  After the parade there will be a Town 
Fair at Addison School.  More details will be sent home 
later this month.  

Saturday, May 3, 2008 
10 am, Downtown Palo Alto  

Stories Under the Stars 
By Megan Fogarty  

Mark your calendars and plan to participate in one of El Carmelo's most cherished traditions! 
 

Stories Under the Stars 
Thursday, April 24, 2008 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
El Carmelo Multipurpose Room 

With special stories read by: 
 

Lupe Garcia 
Dave Howell 
John Walton 

Penny and Lexie Livingston 
Erina DuBois 

 
 

Bring your pillow and blanket and get ready for some fun!  
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The El Carmelo Site Council will have two parent vacancies for two-year terms beginning in the 
fall of the 2008-2009 school year. 
 
The School Site Council is a decision making body that is composed equally of four parents and 
four staff members from El Carmelo School, plus the Principal.  The purpose of the council is to 
work as an advisory group to the principal, in developing a comprehensive school plan and in 
developing and approving a school improvement budget that is supportive of that plan. The 
council periodically reviews the implementation of the school plan and assesses its effectiveness 
and makes appropriate recommendations to update and adjust it.  It meets once a month, 
typically on the first Monday of the month from 3:30 – 5:00 P.M. 
 
The term of office for all members of the site council is two years, with the exception of the 
principal, who is a permanent member.  Two of our parent members’ terms are expiring in June 
of 2008: Elizabeth Maulick and Maggi Smeal.  We will be having an election in May during our 
school Open House to replace these capable and hard working members. 
 
If you would like more information about the Site Council, feel free to contact one of the current 
members: Elizabeth Maulick, Maggi Smeal, Linda Stebbins Jensen, Megan Swezey Fogarty, 
Leslie Bell, Denise Dauler, Kathy Chin, Diane McCoy, or Lupe Garcia. 
 
If you would like to run for this office, please write a brief paragraph about yourself and why you 
would like to be on the Site Council. Give it to Lupe or Jennifer Fernandez in the Main Office by 
Friday, May 9, 2008.  We will add your name and statement to the ballot.  In addition, the ballot 
(with the candidates’ names and statements) will be sent out to the community via Enews and 
will also be posted on Main Office windows and school bulletin boards for the community.  The 
election will be held at our school Open House on May 21, 2008. 
 
Lupe Garcia 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
______Yes, I am definitely interested in having my name “stand” as candidate for the El 

Carmelo School Site Council.   

My name is: ___________________________________ 

My telephone number is: _______________________ 

______ Yes, please contact me so we can discuss this further.   

I have children in the following classrooms: __________________________________ 

School Site Council Vacancies for 2008-2009 
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On June 3, Palo Alto will be asked to vote 
on a bond measure to make $378 million 
available for PAUSD facilities.  This money 
will be used to expand, upgrade and 
improve all 17 of the K-12 campuses in the 
district, extending the useful life of these 
facilities and accommodating enrollment 
growth 
 
The new bond will not increase property tax 
rates but will extend the current school 
bond assessment on PAUSD-area tax bills 
of $44.50 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation. The current tax is projected to 
expire in 15 years but the new bond will 
extend the assessment by about another 
20 years, thus assuring that families 
benefiting from the new facilities will be 
among those paying for them. 
 
New proposed facilities include a new pool 
and gym at Gunn High School, a new 
theater at Palo Alto High School, as well as 
new classrooms at all levels. The bond 
proposal also includes a fund for 
technology and for building maintenance. 

Palo Alto Unified School District Bond Measure 

Increased enrollment coupled with reduced 
class size have led to growing pains for 
PAUSD. Since the Measure B bond passed 
in 1995, enrollment has risen from 8,807 to 
11,172 students and is projected to swell 
by at least another 1,000 students over the 
next seven years. Prior to the district's 
elementary school class size reduction in 
the late nineties, two classrooms were 
required for nearly 60 students; now three 
classrooms are needed for the same 
number of students. 
 
Using Measure B taxpayer funds, the 
district was able to pay for the construction 
of more than two dozen permanent 
classrooms, four new libraries, and a new 
science building. Many existing structures 
were modernized and repaired, seismic 
upgrades were made, and electrical outlets 
were installed to accommodate the 
technology that did not exist when most of 
the classrooms were originally built. The 
proposed new bond would cover 
renovations, which would include energy-
saving structural enhancements, and add 
classrooms to accommodate the growing 
student population. 

Ten Mile Club 
By Liz Cowie 

Congratulations to Michaela F., Micaela W., Maya L., Maya R., Ryan, Sawyer, Jordan, Eitan, 
Nadav, and Raymond for completing 10 miles around El Carmelo!  Lots of students are 
closing in on their goal of 10 miles, equivalent to 50 laps, around the school.  We were rained 
out for quite a while but the sun is shining again and the weather is nice for running.  Go 
runners, and don’t forget your sneakers on Tuesdays when you meet us in front of Room 22!  
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That’s A Lot of Gas! 
Here’s a statistic for anyone committed to reducing their family’s carbon footprint:  On average, 
those of us who drive our children to PAUSD schools generate two pounds of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) each day.  (Imagine a BIG balloon full of gas---about THREE feet around!) 
 
Our children go to school 180 days a year for thirteen years.  Nearly 11,000 students commute 
to Palo Alto schools every day.  If you choose to drive your children to school, how many 
pounds of CO2 do you generate in a year?  What about in thirteen years?  Do the math. That’s a 
lot of gas contributing to the “blanket” of greenhouse gases around our planet. 
 
Cooler School Commutes 
This year at many of our schools, the focus of Earth Day celebrations during the week of April 
21-24 will be on reducing school commute related greenhouse gas emissions.  The purpose of 
this event is to encourage creative family and school community discussions about how we can 
reduce the use of automobiles for our school commutes. 
 
At El Carmelo, our celebration will take place at drop-off on Wednesday, April 23.  Students and 
families will get an opportunity to pledge to choose alternative modes of transportation like 
walking, bicycling, riding the bus, or carpooling for their school commute more often.  This event 
will be one of many events held in collaboration with the City of Palo Alto encouraging greener 
practices and commemorating Earth Day. 
 
Palo Alto Families Are Making A Difference 
Last year 54% of PAUSD elementary school students reported that they usually walked, biked, 
skated, used a scooter, took the bus or carpooled to school. However, streets and parking 
spaces near our schools are still congested with cars. 
 
If you live too far to walk to school, try biking a couple times a week or finding a carpool partner 
to split the driving. Try an alternative to driving solo once a week – find a carpool partner or 
choose a human powered form of transportation that works for you. 
 
With 46% of PAUSD elementary students still being driven to school in a single family car, there 
is a great opportunity for more mode shift in that group. The need for this change becomes 
increasingly important as school enrollment rises. We can each make a difference by making a 
conscious choice every time we leave our homes to use alternative modes as often as possible. 
 
For more information about safe, sustainable school commutes, visit 
www.saferoutes.paloaltopta.org . 

El Carmelo to Join PAUSD Earth Day Celebration April 21-24 
By Megan Fogarty 

Join us at DROP OFF at El Carmelo on Wednesday, April 23!  
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David Schwartz, Our Visiting Author 
Thursday, April 17 
By Maya Venkatraman  

We are delighted to host Mr. David Schwartz as our visiting author this year.  
Mr. Schwartz is the author of, How Much is a Million? and almost 50 other 
books.   
 
A popular speaker for children and educators, Schwartz emphasizes the 
importance  of mathematics in everyone’s life, and the many connections 
between math, science and literacy.    
 
“Children love numbers,” Schwartz says, “and when they see how numbers 
connect to their everyday lives, they can get really excited about math.” At 
schools, he uses amusing props to make mathematical concepts come alive 
as he leads his audience on a fascinating journey through a world 
where mathematics opens doors to understanding the world.   

 
In his presentations, as in his books, Schwartz is both entertaining and educational. His assembly 
programs often leave children laughing, even screaming, with excitement. Teachers comment that 
students are inspired in both math and writing. With his insights on linking math and science with 
literature, Schwartz has often been invited to be a keynote speaker at conferences for teachers, 
librarians and other educators all over the United States. He has spoken at hundreds of schools 
around the world.   
 
The best way to prepare students for an author's visit is to get them excited about the author's 
books. Here are some suggestions from the author himself: 
 
IMAGING A MILLION 
For young children, the questions, “What does one million mean to you?” generates lively 
discussions. Children can write and draw pictures, and possibly compile a class book. They can 
also think about what they would like  to have a million of. Remind them  to think about  the pros 
and cons of having a million of certain things. 
“I want to have a million _____.”  
“I would not want to have a million ____.” 
“A million ____ could be a problem.” 
“I could eat a million ____.” 
 
YOU’RE ‘ONE-IN-A-MILLION!’ 
A school in Kentucky used the number one million as a basis for a self-esteem unit where children 
identified qualities that make each of them unique. Children in other schools have written about 
people who are ‘one-in-a-million’ to them. 
 
SEEING A MILLION 
Here’s a website that will  help you create a picture of one million dots: http://mrsbogucki.com/
aemes/resource/million/default.htm.  If one page is put up at a time (perhaps one page per day), 
children can imagine what one million dots will look like. When the final page is posted, they will 
see how close they can to envisioning an actual million. 
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Spring Fling for PiE 
By Carrie Manley  

Ready for a fling this Spring? On April 22nd businesses around Palo Alto are teaming up to help 
our schools—and you are invited to join the fun for this important cause. 
 
For the first time ever, dozens of Palo Alto restaurants, shops, spas, salons (and more!) are taking 
part in what organizers are calling the first annual “PiE Spring Fling.”  Participating businesses 
have generously pledged to give to the Palo Alto Partners in Education (PiE) a percentage of their 
April 22nd sales from PiE patrons. With declining state dollars for education, this non-profit 
foundation fills an important gap by providing vital funding that directly helps thousands of children 
in Palo Alto’s 17 public schools. PiE pays for classroom aides at El Carmelo and at Palo Alto’s 11 
other public elementary schools, as well as for reading and math specialists, art instructors and 
supplemental science teachers. At our three middle schools and two high schools, PiE provides 
key funding for technology, electives, staffing, counseling and staff development. 
 
With the list of participating “Spring Fling” vendors growing daily, organizers say parents and 
community members at large will have many varied ways that day to support both our local 
businesses and our schools, all in one. For example, Susan Fox of Yoga Source is leading a 
special outdoor yoga class to benefit PiE and celebrate Earth Day.    “As a non-profit organization, 
PiE is only four years old, but already it is a critical funding source for maintaining quality 
education here. I am so grateful that so many businesses are now eagerly joining the PiE Spring 
Fling team,” said El Carmelo’s own Leslyn Leong, a member of the PiE board of directors. Leslyn 
is spearheading this community-wide campaign uniting businesses, parents, and PiE.  “To me, the 
Spring Fling on April 22 really represents the best of Palo Alto—a united community supporting 
quality public education—in a way that is easy, entertaining and fun!” 
 
For a complete list of businesses doing their part for PiE and the more than 10,000 public school 
children of Palo Alto, go to www.papie.org. To do your part, just mention PiE at the point of sale! 
. 
So if you are in the mood to dine out or grab some take-out, or if you need a basic necessity, or 
want an indulgent treat or treasure, Tuesday April 22 is the day when all our Palo Alto public 
schools will get a sizable bang from your buck. Indeed, any way you slice it, this first-ever Spring 
Fling PiE promises to be, as some kids say, sweet! Way to go, Leslyn! 

FREE Money for El Carmelo 
By Ana-Maria Dias 

eScrip is a fundraiser for El Carmelo that costs parents nothing.  It’s easy and free.  To participate 
simply register your credit, debit, Safeway and Macy’s cards with eScrip; then between 2% and 4% 
of what you spend at participating merchants will automatically be donated to El Carmelo.  To find a 
list of participating merchants and to register if you haven’t done so already go to  www.escrip.com 
or call/email Ana-Maria Dias (anamaria_am99@yahoo.com or 326-5854).  Last year El Carmelo 
received over $10,000 from eScrip.  
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Carmeletter Submissions: carmeletter@paloaltopta.org 
 

eNews Submissions: elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org 
 

Subscribe to eNews: majordomo@laki.pausd.org (with  
 “subscribe el carmelo” in the message of the body) 

Voting for the candidates will be held at the upcoming PTA General Meeting on April 22, 2008 at 
8:30AM 
 

President Michele Kasper 
Executive Vice President Jennifer Mutz 
Secretary Yvette Bovee 
Treasurer Jennifer Chu 
V.P. Fund Raising Sandra McIntosh 
V.P. Membership Suzanne Ogawa 
Corresponding Secretary Faith Brigel 
Auditor Calvin Woon 

 
The following PTA Board positions remain open. 

 
V.P. Communications  
V.P Community Outreach 
V.P. Student Programs  
V.P. Volunteer Services 
Parliamentarian 

 
If you are interested in or know of anyone who is interested in the above open positions, please 
contact any member of the PTA Nominating Committee 

 
Shirley Siu - siusiu@pacbell.net  
Mona Napaa - bnapaa@yahoo.com 
Calvin Woon - ctw2118@yahoo.com  
Ruth Huard -  rhuard@gmail.com 
Eiko Baldwin - eikobaldwin@gmail.com 
 
For a complete list of Activity Chairperson positions, please see the posting in the PTA display 
case outside the Main Office.  

Nominated Candidates for PTA Board Positions (2008-2009) 
By Shirley Siu 
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Taking a Moment to Say ‘Thank You’ 

Thanks to all the fantastic teachers and students of the El Carmelo community who helped 
make the Book Exchange a success once again! Over 1200 books were distributed to the 
classrooms. An additional estimated 200 books were donated to the Opportunity Center and an 
African Book Project. 
 
Without the following people this event would not have been possible: 
My right hand-Asmita Runge.  The excellent administrative support! Jennifer Fernandez, Ginny 
Nagao, Lupe Garcia, De Dean.  Wonderful Parent Volunteers: Shirley Sui, Wen Li, Julia 
Jacobsen, Margie Cain, Stephanie Youngquist, Barbie Sonner, Lisa Maraschin, Michele 
Kasper, Liz Cowie, Barb Rains...anyone I may have forgotten.  Thanks also to the 5th grade 
students who helped cart books to and from classrooms:  Maggie, Maya, Nia, Molly, Courtney, 
Sara, Autumn, Eugeena, Sabrina, Sarah, and Paloma. 

Book Exchange 
By Elisa Schmit 

Noon-time Cooking Class 
By Eiko Baldwin/Cooking Instructor 

Thank you to all our parents who donated time, and kitchen equipment for the El Carmelo 
noon lunch time cooking class that occurred over the past few months. I enjoyed working 
with your wonderful kids and seeing their bright smiles!  I am sure that they will continue to 
cook and be proud of their creations. Special thanks to Mr. Garcia for giving me this great 
opportunity.   Again, thank you El Carmelo from the bottom of my heart.  

Bravo Beanie! 
By Carrie Manley 

Special thanks to the show’s expert director from the California Theatre Center of Santa 
Clara, Kyle Payne, and his equally-dedicated and talented colleague, Joey Banks.  And 
without a doubt, a standing ovation goes to El Carmelo parent and PTA volunteer Rebecca 
Davis, who deserves a Tony Award for giving this great experience to so many children—and 
for always making it easy and fun! Bravo Rebecca—and thank you! 
 
5th Grader Nikita Pavlov attended two of the recent sold-out productions of our 4th and 5th 
grade school play, and kindly submitted this review.  
 
Everyone did a great job. I liked a lot how everyone performed their roles. They didn’t act like 
5th graders. They acted more like 6th graders. Even the 4th graders acted like 6th graders! I 
especially liked the acting of the Wicked Witch of the West. Her voice was really good. I also 
liked how the Beanie character played his role. Everyone was great.  My friends and I 
enjoyed the show a lot! 





Tour Historic Deer Hollow Farm 
Located At Rancho San Antonio Open 
Space Preserve

April 19, May 17, June 21. 
10 am to 1 pm.  Visit animals in pens. 
Walk through century-old farm 
buildings. Short film included.  Friends 
of Deer Hollow Farm benefit for farm 
and school field trips. $5 adults, $3 
kids. More info: www.fodhf.org. or 
(650) 965-FARM.

What Do *You* Think?
In December, we asked Bay Area educators to share
their experiences in addressing the academic achievement
gap.  Now it's YOUR turn to have your voice heard.
Please join the 7th Annual Community Conversation,
part 2, where Parents, Students, & Other
Community Members will share ideas about
how to ensure an optimal education for all!
(1) Are our schools truly successful if certain racial and
ethnic groups are not realizing their potential?  (2) Are we
asking the right, tough questions?  (3) Are we identifying
those policies & practices that foster inequities?
PAUSD Superintendent Kevin Skelly, School Board
members, teachers, & administrators will attend.
palylink.paloaltopta.org/pages/080415gap.html
Tue. Apr. 15, Cafetorium, JLS Middle School, 480 E. Meadow
Dinner 5:30 pm, program 6 to 8 pm.  Childcare or info:
Maria Cristina Ordenana, 329-3736, mordenana@pausd.org

Palo Alto Children’s Theatre Summer 
Conservatory
Six weeks of intensive theatre training and participation in a 
production.  June 17-July 25, $400 for PA Residents.  Open 
to ages 10 through high school, by audition only.  Auditions:  
Wed.  Apr. 23 at 3:45pm, Fri. May 2 at 3:45pm, Fri. May 16 at 
3:45pm, Fri. May 30 at 3:45pm, Sat. May 31 at 10:30am.  For 
more information, please call (650) 463-4930 or email 
childrens.theatre@cityofpaloalto.org.

Community Kiosk
Spring Session Bike Classes
Bicycle traffic skills classes for children age 10-14 and their 
parents, offered by City of Palo Alto Recreation Dept.  On-bike 
classes will cover:
- basics of traffic law;
- basic bike and helmet fitting;
- common types of bike crashes, & how to avoid them;
- how to position yourself properly on the road;
- how to let drivers know your intentions;
- how to deal with left turns & 4-way stops.
One parent is required to register & attend from each family. 
Choose a date:  Sun. Apr. 27, Sat. May 10, or Sat. May 31 (Class 
#57724, #57725, #57726 respectively, at Cubberley Community 
Center, 1 to 5:30 p.m. Info:  http://bikeclass.swent.net
Register at http://enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org

Friends Nursery School Preschool Carnival
Get ready for a day of fun at the Palo Alto Friends Nursery 
School!  The 2008 Spring Fiesta carnival features preschool games, 
crafts, food, and entertainment.   April 19, 2008, 11am-2pm at 
Friends Nursery School, 957 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto CA (bet. 
Louis & Greer) For more information, call (650) 856-6152 or visit 
www.pafns.org.

SELPA1 CAC Parent Education Events:

What Does it Mean to Compensate, Accommodate, 
Modify, and Provide Strategies?  How do we match 
compensations, modifications, and strategies (CAMS) to your 
child’s particular educational needs?  Discover different 
approaches including assistive technology ranging from simple to 
complex (the latter including text-to-speech software such as 
Kurzweil and speech-to-text programs like Dragon Naturally 
Speaking).  Wed., Apr 30, 2008, 9 to 11 am. 
Special Needs Kids & The Justice System 
What can be done to prevent special needs kids from getting into 
trouble? What type of help is available if they do? Wed., May 14, 
2008, 9 to 11 am.  Hospitality begins at 8:45am. 
Both events at Covington Elementary School Multi, 205 Covington 
Rd, Los Altos.
(www.selpa1cac.org) Free and open to anyone who feels they 
might benefit.  No registration is necessary. 
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Kepler’s Events
April Story Times 	 Sundays at 11:30am:
April 20 – Earth Day Story Time with “Hey Mom!”    It’s time again to give Mother Earth a big hug and who better to show us 
how than local all-mom band Hey Mom!?  
April 27 – Storyteller Spree!  Join beloved local area storytellers when they read new treasures and some old favorites. 
Family Events:
April 11, 7pm – Australian author John Flanagan, Ranger’s Apprentice: The Battle for Skandia
April 21, 7pm – Author Jeanne Birdsall, The Penderwicks on Gardam Street, Plaza event with piano music, butterfly wings and more
April 26, 4pm – Author Margaret Peterson Haddix launches an exciting new series, The Missing: Book One Found
April 28, 4:30pm – What’s new in books
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Sports Announcements

Family Concert: 
Trio from Kitka
This renowned women’s vocal 
ensemble performs music rooted in 
Eastern European women’s vocal 
traditions.  Their voices are stunning 
and their songs hauntingly beautiful.  
Children’s Library,  April 16, 3:30pm.

Reverse American Idol!
Afterschool Special for kids in 
grades K-5.  P.A. Children’s Library is 
searching for the worst singer in Palo 
Alto!  If you know children who 
would love to sing to a 
crowd...badly...have them sign up by 
April 20 at Children’s Library or 
email 
librarychildrensservices@cityofpaloa
lto.org.  Wed.  April 23, 3:30pm.

Andy Z Concert
This concert for all ages will 
transport everyone to Andyland, 
where fun things always happen!  

College Terrace Library, Wed.  April 
30, 3:30pm.

CSMA Family Concert:
Juliette McDonald  
Songs for Young Children.  For 
preschool and elementary age. 
 April 13, 2pm and 4pm.

CSMA Concert:
Hillbillies From Mars
Celtic and American Music.  April 
17, 7pm

Tateuchi Hall, CSMA. 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain View.
Free admission. Limited seating. 
Tickets distributed beginning one 
hour before show time.
For more info see www.arts4all.org

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – April 11, 2008

Conversation Hindi Camps:
Registration : www.eduhindi.com 
Contact: hindicamp@eduhindi.com 
650-858-1209

Discover India Camp
Palo Alto: June 23 - 27,9am-5pm, Grades K - 
10. Registration : www.chinmaya- sanjose.org  
aarti_johri@hotmail.com  650 - 941 - 8685

Bay Area Shakespeare Camp
Bay Area Shakespeare Camps (presented by 
the San Francisco Shakespeare Festival) are a 
great way for kids (ages 7-13) to get in the 
act. Location: Jordan Middle School, 750 N. 
California Avenue, July 7th-18th. Mon. - Fri., 
9am to 3pm. Workshops in Discovering 
Shakespeare, Voice and Movement and 
“Behind the Scenes” Production and Design. 
Call 415-558-0888 for more information or 
visit  www.sfshakes.org. 

Speech and Debate Camp
Palo Alto High School will offer its Speech 
and Debate summer camp, open to incoming 
sixth through ninth graders.  Aug. 11-15.  
Topics include speaking confidently in front of 
an audience, making well structured 
arguments for and against a topic, and 
thinking quickly on one's feet.  For more 
information email 
palyspeechanddebate@gmail.com or call 
Zareen at 650 218 3047

Nature Camps
Science and Nature Adventures for Kid 
Explorers (S.N.A.K.E.) Camp. Week-long 
sessions on California nature, natural science 
field trips, or energy and natural resources for 
campers entering grades 1-5. 

Explore! Camp. Week-long sessions on energy 
or the bay, sea & slough for campers entering 
grades 6-8.  

For info or to register, visit the Environmental 
Volunteers Web site: www.Evols.org/
summer.htm or email Camp Director at 
vandy@evols.org.

Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for 
publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.  
Next deadline: April 16, 2008; 5pm.  Please email submissions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Music and Arts
Summer Opportunities

AYSO Registration
AYSO Soccer league registration for the Fall, 2008 season starts on April 7.   To 
register online, go to www.ayso26.org and click on the registration link.   
Register before July 1st to ensure a place on a team.   Questions: e-mail 
aysoinfo@ayso26.org.  Volunteer coaches and referees are needed as well (no 
experience required).

Palo Alto Soccer Club
Team Formation/Tryouts for boys and girls born after 7/31/1999. U9 competitive 
CYSA team formation for Fall 2008. Mayfield/Palo Alto Stanford Playing Fields at 
Page Mill Road and El Camino Real on Sat. May 17 from 8am – 9:45am and Sun. 
May 18 from 11:30am – 1:15pm.  For more info contact Neill/Juliane Dorward at 
ydp@pasoccerclub.org or (650) 424 – 9830.

Community Sports Items
For current community sports announcements, visit:
palylink.paloaltopta.org/pages/sports.html
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On the Calendar 
*Note: All PTA Unit President, Council and 
School Board meetings are at 25 Churchill 
unless otherwise noted. PAUSD School 
Board meetings also on cable channel 28 
and streamed live at 
http://www.communitymediacenter.net/watc
h/schedules/index.html

Apr 22, 6:30pm School Board
(Regular)

Apr 23, 9am PTAC Council Mtg 
(Executive Board Elections)

Apr 25, School Holiday

May 1-4, CAPTA Convention

May 7, 9am PTAC Exec Board

May 13, 6:30pm School Board
(Regular)

May 21, 9am Presidents Incoming-
Outgoing, Training

May 26, School Holiday

May 27, 6:30pm School Board
(Regular)

Jun 3, 6:30pm School Board
(Regular)

Jun 4, 9am PTAC Exec Board

Jun 6, 11:30am Honorary Service Award 
Luncheon University Club

Jun 12, Last Day of School

Jun 24, School Board
(Regular)

Education—State and Local Issues
Your PTAs At Work

The national election campaigns dominate the news media and many of you are 
involved in supporting your chosen candidate. The state budget is in crisis and we 
face a huge challenge to protect funding for education and child services. Your PTAs 
will be doing a number of activities to fight for that funding. There is also a local 
school bond measure for PAUSD that will appear on the June 3rd ballot. A 
community-organized committee, Strong Schools for a Strong Community, was 
formed to educate our community about this bond, known as Measure A.

All these political activities require us to spend a significant amount of time learning 
about the issues and weighing the pros and cons of the arguments. I want to address 
the state budget and Measure A in this article and to clarify Palo Alto PTACs 
position. 

There is no room in this article to get into the financial details. We are fortunate that, 
due to our basic aid funding status, we will not be impacted nearly as drastically as 
those who rely mainly on state funding. However, during the last attempt by the State 
to seize our local school property taxes, districts around the state that are not basic aid 
districts came to our defense. Now that the situation is reversed, we owe it to them to 
help protect their school funding. That is why the state and local PTAs are doing 
activities around the theme of Flunk the Budget-Not Our Children. 

The three main points of our argument are; 1) The California State PTA opposes any 
cuts to education and children’s programs and services in the state budget; 2) This 
budget flunks the basic test of good government: it hurts our children; and 3) Our 
children did not create this financial crisis and they should not have to pay for it. 

We will be organizing visits to our state legislators, Senator Joe Simitian and 
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin, writing emails to Governor Schwarzenegger, and sending 
guest opinions to the local newspapers. We hope you will join us in delivering our 
message.

(Continued on page 2)

The Councilor, The Newsletter of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs is published monthly.
The mention of any business or service in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by either the Palo Alto 
Council of PTAs or the Palo Alto Unified School District.

Cool Your School Commute
Walk, Bike, Bus, Carpool to School, April 21-24

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by using alternative transportation 
(walk, bike, bus, carpool) for your school commute April 21-24 to 
celebrate Earth Day. Join families and students throughout PAUSD 
and make a Cool School Commute Pledge to drive less often. For 
more information about safe, healthy, and sustainable school 
commuting, go to www.saferoutes.paloaltopta.org . 

Dan Dykwel
   PTA Council President
Darice Koo
   Councilor Editor

Dr Kevin Skelly
   PAUSD Superintendent

http://www.saferoutes.paloaltopta.org/


Education—State and Local Issues (continued from page 1)
Measure A is a local bond measure to raise $378 million to expand, upgrade, and improve all 17 of the K-12 campuses in the 
Palo Alto school district, extending the useful life of facilities and accommodating enrollment growth without raising tax rates. 
Enrollment in the PAUSD, currently at 11,172, has increased more than 25 percent since the last school bond passed 13 years 
ago and is expected to increase by another 1,000 students by 2012. 

The Palo Alto Council of PTAs voted to support the bond measure, as have your individual school PTAs. We also note the 
organizational effort that has already been put in place by the district to ensure the timely and judicious use of the funds. 
Although our purpose as an organization is to advocate for all children, there are governmental rules regarding our activities with 
bond measures. We can provide information directly to you through our eNews channels and school newsletters, but we cannot 
advocate through those media. 

I encourage you to become well informed about the state budget and its effect on education funding and the proposed PAUSD 
bond measure. I welcome your comments and your participation in PTA activities to ensure that our students receive the best 
education and child services that we can provide. 

As always, I wish the best of health to you and your families.

Dan Dykwel
President, Palo Alto Council of PTAs 

An Invitation to Make a Difference
By Carrie Manley

    To all PAUSD parents, here’s your invitation to speak up on the issues that matter most to you and your children. Palo Alto 
Unified School District Superintendent Kevin Skelly is hosting two public forums to discuss the district’s comprehensive strategic 
plan, now under development. These informal events will give parents the chance to talk over priorities and concerns directly with 
Dr. Skelly.
     The first Strategic Plan Discussion with Dr. Skelly is set for Wednesday April 30th, 7pm-8:30pm, at JLS Middle School. 
The second Strategic Plan Discussion with Dr. Skelly takes place Thursday, May 1, 7pm-8:30pm at Jordan Middle School. 
Both forums are free and open to all PAUSD parents and will also include a pre-event community reception open to everyone, 
from 6:30pm to 7:00pm. 
     The district recently gave all parents, administrators, teachers, and high school students the opportunity to complete strategic 
plan surveys. Event organizers hope the public forums will provide another important step in the process; “In a survey, you are not 
informed by the thinking of others,” said Dr. Skelly. “There is reciprocity to this conversation that will be healthy, I believe.”
     The district hopes to have a new strategic plan in place by the end of this school year. In a first for PAUSD, the strategy 
consulting firm, McKinsey and Company, is providing pro bono assistance in developing the strategic plan. The district hopes to 
have the document completed by the end of this school year to use as an ongoing tool for future decision making.  “As a wise 
person said about the Palo Alto district, we can do anything, we just can’t do everything. Similarly, we can’t emphasize everything 
effectively. My hope is that it helps us stay on course,” said Dr. Skelly.
     The Palo Alto Council of PTAs is sponsoring these two public forums. The Council encourages all parents to attend one or both 
events, as PAUSD maps out priorities that will directly impact the education of thousands of children—including yours. Here’s 
your chance to speak up and make a difference! 

SPRING SESSION BIKE CLASSES!
Bicycle traffic skills classes for children ages 10-14 and their parents, offered by City of Palo Alto 
Recreation Dept. On-bike classes will cover:

• Basics of traffic law;
• Basic bike and helmet fitting;
• Common types of bike crashes, and how to avoid them;
• How to position yourself properly on the road;
• How to let drivers know your intentions;
• How to deal with left turns and 4-way stops.

One parent is required to register and attend from each family. Choose a date: Sun, Apr 27; Sat, May 10; 
or Sat, May 31 (Class #57724, #57725, #57726 respectively). At Cubberley Community Center, Classes 
are held 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Info:  http://bikeclass.swent.net   
Register at: http://enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org


