
For all the 
wonderful things 

that you do for us, 
we APPRECIATE 

YOU! 
John Walton (4th) 

Leah Rich (4th) 

Pamela Fortune (K) 

Gaelyn Mason (5th) Robert Siu (4th) Nan Knoblauch (5th) 

Sue Chakos (3rd)  Alice Anne Chandler (3rd) Karen Lemoine (2nd) Christina Nosek (2nd) Robin Dosskey (2nd) Michelle Wilk (1st) 

Serena Chandley (K) Susie Davidson (K) Denise Dauler (K) Sandra Perry (1st) Diane McCoy (1st) 
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May 18—   
May 21-24— 
May 21-25— 

May 22— 
May 23— 
May 24— 
May 28— 

Open House Dinner Order Forms Due 
Book Fair (MP Room) 
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
Board of Education Meeting (7:00 pm) 
Open House (Dinner: 6-6:45; Open House: 6:45-7:45 pm) 
Carmeletter Deadline (3:00 pm) 
NO SCHOOL—Holiday, Memorial Day 

CALENDAR 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Gina Chung (3rd) Kevin Danie (4th) Janeen Swan (4th) 

Kathy Chin (5th) 

Thank you Teachers!! 



Principal’s Letter 
Dear El Carmelo Parents, Students, and Community, 
 
The year is coming to a close rather quickly and we still have several school 
and community events coming up. I hope you and your family are planning 
to come to the El Carmelo Open House on Wednesday, May 23, 2007.  
Join us for dinner and conversation with family and friends from 6:00-6:45 
followed by the viewing of the classrooms, which will be from 6:45-7:45.  I 
hope you have already pre-ordered your dinner, but if not, the deadline is 
May 18. This is a great opportunity to see your child’s classroom projects, 
as well as projects in upcoming grades. I know you will enjoy the student 
work on display in each of the classrooms!  Please remember that this is not 
the time to get into individual parent-teacher conversations.  This you must 
do at a different mutually agreed upon time. 
 

Classroom Placement Process and Parent Input  
Please note the information below regarding our classroom placement 
procedure.  If after you review the process you would like to provide us 
with information about your child, complete the attached form, address it to 
Lupe Garcia, and hand it in to Jennifer in the Main Office by  
Friday, May 25, 2007. 
 
Classroom Placement Procedure for 2007-2008:  
There are a variety of factors that the El Carmelo staff considers when 
we begin the process of developing classroom groups for the following 
school year. These perspectives include:  

The needs of the individual child 
The need to create balance within each classroom  
The need to create balance among classrooms at grade level 

Using these guiding principles, considerable thought and attention go into 
formulating classes that will work best for all students, as well as for the 
individual child. 
 
Individual Child 
• Compatibility between the child’s working style and the classroom 

environment.  
• Compatibility between the child’s learning style and the teacher’s 

instructional style.  (Note: even in the case of teachers new to the 
school, their teaching style is not an unknown.  Each of our staff 
members has gone through an extensive interview process and has 
been observed teaching in the classroom.) 

• Compatibility of the child and other children in the class.  
 
Balanced Classroom Composition 
• Learning Needs: does each class reflect the range of learners, from 

independent to needing special support?  Does each class reflect the 
range of academic abilities? 
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• Individual relationships: will the social dynamics of the class work to foster a positive learning 
environment? 

• Gender: is there a balance of boys and girls in the class? 
• Ethnicity: Does each class reflect the diversity of all children in that grade? 
• Parental participation: does each class have parents who are interested in and able to help with in-

class activities? 
 
Balance Among Classrooms 
Finally, are all classrooms at the same grade level “balanced” and have similar compositions? This may 
include such variables as balancing children who tend to be more “time intensive” (both behaviorally 
and academically), students new to the school, students for whom English is a second language, etc.  
 
We take the classroom placement process seriously. We always try to put the most important 
educational interests of the children in the forefront, and we expect parents will trust and respect the 
judgment of the staff in making placement decisions.  
 
Parent input plays a part in this process too. Although your child’s teachers are in the best position to 
see your child as a learner in the school setting, you bring the unique perspective of the parents, which 
can be useful to the grouping process. Any information that you think is relevant please put in writing 
by completing the Class Grouping Form, which will help you organize the information. A copy of this 
form is attached to this edition of the Carmeletter on pages 9-10. Requests for specific teachers are not 
helpful to this process.  Please do not make such a request. Make sure to turn in the input form at the 
Main Office by Friday, May 25, 2007.  If you feel that your child may have some special needs for 
next year that cannot be addressed on the parent input form, please make arrangements to see me 
personally before the deadline. 
 
One final thought… although this activity begins at the end of May, a number of variables and 
unpredictable factors, such as late registrants, the need to realign classes, potential staff changes, and so 
on, delay the final class grouping assignments until shortly before school begins in the fall. For this 
reason, and to avoid having class lists announced, only to be changed, class lists will not be posted in 
the school office until August 24, 2007, the Friday before school begins.  
 
Other information: 
Do you have traffic safety concerns, especially at drop-off and pick-up times?  Please join our Traffic 
Committee charged with addressing traffic related safety issues around the school.  If interested, please 
email me or leave your name with Jennifer in the Main Office. 
 
There will be two (2) vacancies on the El Carmelo School Site Council.  You will be voting for two 
candidates at the May 23 School Open House.  A copy of the ballot with the candidate’s statements of 
interest is included in this edition of the Carmeletter.  I want to thank the outgoing candidates, Barbara 
Sonner and Margarita Perreault, for their involvement and thoughtful support on the site council for the 
past two years.  Their counsel and guidance has been most appreciated! 
 
I hope to see you at the School Open House on May 23.  
 
Warmest regards, 
Lupe García 



PTA President’s Letter 

4 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Issue 15                                                           El Carmelo PTA Newsletter                                             May 18, 2007 

them sit for 5 minutes without an iPod, video game, or movie rental...” 
 
She paused again and looked at each and every person at the table… 
       

“I make kids wonder. 
I make them question. 
I make them critique. 
I make them apologize and mean it. 
I make them have respect and take responsibility for their actions. 
I teach them to write and then I make them writers. 
I teach them to read and then I make them readers. 
I make them show all their work in math. 
I make my classroom a place where all my students feel safe. 
Finally, I make them understand that if they use the gifts they were given, work hard and follow 
their hearts, they can succeed in life.” 

Bonnie paused one last time and then continued.  

"If someone ever tries to judge you by what you make, you pay them no attention. You want to know 
what I make? I make a difference. What about you?” 
 
Happy Teacher Appreciation Week! 
 
Eric Schuur                                                     Ana-Maria Dias 
President                                                          Executive Vice-President 

Dear Teachers, 
 
Next week is our chance to formally express our gratitude for all that you do 
to nurture and educate your students, our children. Of course, showing you 
our appreciation shouldn’t be confined to one week per year, but this is the 
week that we get to make a fuss over you. You are essential to our school.    
We came across this story that we would like to share with you.   
 

WHAT TEACHERS MAKE 

The dinner guests were sitting around the table when one of them decided to 
explain the problem with education. “You know what they say?  ‘Those who 
can, do. Those who can't, teach.’ What's a kid going to learn from someone 
who decided his best option in life was to become a teacher?"  He turned to 
another guest, "You're a teacher, Bonnie. Be honest. What do you make?" 

Bonnie replied, "You want to know what I make?” She paused for a second, 
and then began. 

"Well, I make kids work harder than they ever thought they could. 
I make kids sit through 40 minutes of class when their parents can't make  
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The candidates vying for the two El Carmelo School Site Council seats are Linda Stebbins 
Jensen and Megan Swezey Fogarty.  Barbara Sonner’s and Margarita Perreault’s terms 
expire at the end of the current year. The two-year term for the newly elected members will run 
from 2007 - 2009.  You will have an opportunity to vote for two candidates at the School Open 
House on Wednesday, May 23, 2007.  Below you will find their brief introductions. I hope you 
get a chance to introduce yourself when you see them.  Look for the ballot box next to the 
dessert table by room 1. 

School Site Council CANDIDATES 

M E G A N  S W E Z E Y 
FOGARTY: 
My family, Mike (my 
husband), Matthew (11), 
Molly (10) and Michaela (7), 
has been at El Carmelo for 
the past 6 years. During that 
time, I have enjoyed many 

school volunteer roles in and out of the 
classroom, including the PTA, PiE, auction 
and assisting teachers and staff with service 
learning activities.  We love this diverse 
community, but also know there are many 
economic and social pressures straining our 
families and school programs.  I would be 
honored to represent you and support the 
Site Council as we tackle together and 
maintain our excellent school community. 

I work part-time at Stanford University in 
student civic development and as a nonprofit 
and government consultant and volunteer 
with a number of community organizations 
focused on children and families.  I hold 
degrees in Child Development, English, and 
Public Administration. 

 

L I N D A  S T E B B I N S 
JENSEN: 
I would be honored, if 
elected, to serve on the El 
Carmelo School Site 
Council.  My husband, Eric, 
and I are both products of 
the PAUSD school system.  
As a Palo Alto native, I have 

grown up with a deep appreciation for this 
community and our schools. Having gained 
so much here as a student, I am happy now 
to give my time to help give back. We feel 
very fortunate to have our 3rd grade twins in 
this outstanding district and at El Carmelo in 
particular.   
 
So far, I have been able to help out at 
school by volunteering in the classroom, 
serving as room parent, as well as on lice 
control, helping organize events for the 
PTA, the auction and most recently, serving 
as an El Carmelo representative on the 
Attendance Area Advisory Group.  I have a 
Masters Degree in Public Administration.  
Professionally, I am the Executive Director 
and Skating School Director at Winter 
Lodge. I have also served on various non-
profit boards, including the Palo Alto 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
If elected, I will happily represent the 
parents of El Carmelo on the School Site 
Council. I will put my skills to use by 
working to maintain what is great about our 
school, while finding ways to support staff in 
exploring new solutions for improvement 
where needed.  
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Teacher APPRECIATION Week 
May 21 - 25 

If your class is doing a special project for the teachers please help your child do his/her part. 
 
Questions? Contact Michele Kasper (858-1807) 

MONDAY, May 21 – 
Thank You Notes 

 
Please encourage your 
child to bring a note of 

appreciation (drawing, poem, etc.) to their 
teacher… a note from a parent is also 
welcome. 

TUESDAY, May 22 –  
 
DO NOT bring a flower 
to school – this has 
been cancelled due to the 
quarantine…PLEASE DO NOT 
BRING FLOWERS FROM 
YOUR GARDEN TO 
SCHOOL.  (There is no 
replacement activity.) WEDNESDAY, 

May 23 - Open 
House 
  
 

 
6:00-6:45 PM - Bring your own or pre-
order dinner and join the El Carmelo 
community for a picnic at school. 
 
6:45-7:45 PM - Visit the classrooms and 
see what your child and their teacher 
have been creating together.  

 
THURSDAY, May 24 - 
Teacher Luncheon 
 

Please sign up to bring a dish (sign up 
sheets on bulletin boards).  Let’s treat 
the teachers to a culinary adventure!  

Thank 
you!

Thank 
you!
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LIBRARY News 
Leslie Bell and Rose Desposito 

This week Maya Spector from the Palo Alto 
Public Library is visiting our library. She is 
talking to the classes about the summer 
reading program and telling some 
wonderful stories. We will also have a 
summer reading program at El Carmelo 
(information will come home at the 
beginning of June). During the next few 
weeks the primary classes will be learning 
about the Caldecott Medal winning books 
and the intermediate classes will continue 
doing research activities.  
 
As we come to the end of the school year 
we are asking that all library books be 
turned in by Thursday, MAY 31. No library 
books will be checked out after Friday, May 
25. Classes will not have library time during 
the last week of school. If a book is lost or 
missing we will give your child a notice. Try 
to pay book fines by Friday, June 8. Please 
contact the library if you have any 
questions. FYI the 5th graders’ library 
records follow them to middle school. It is 
prudent to have their record cleared here. 
Thank you again to all who have adopted 
or donated books to our wonderful library. 
Also, thank you to the parent helpers in the 
younger grade levels. It has been a great 
year!  

10 Mile Club 
Liz Cowie 

So many students are close to achieving 
10 Mile Club this year.  We are looking 
forward to seeing the kids finish those 
final laps and earning a T-shirt. The 10 
Mile Club meets every Tuesday in front of 
Mr. Danie's room at lunch recess.   
 
Picture Day — Tuesday, June 5: Please 
wear your 10 Mile Club T-shirt on 
Tuesday, June 5 and come by Mr. 
Danie's room at lunch recess so we can 
take a big group picture of our ten-milers!   

Hey! Did you know that…. 

Leslie Bell Rose Desposito 
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May Fete Parade 
Megan Fogarty 

Alexandra L. 
Tania Macuil 

Michaela and Molly F. 
Angeles and Alex R. 

Kayli, Luci and Dean K. 
It would not have happened without you fantastic Frog Flip leaders! 

Stories Under the Stars 
Colleen Dunn-Hall and Sripriya Kannan 

On Tues April 17th, the El Carmelo MP room was transformed into a starry night and we had a 
wonderful evening of reading with our “Stars”.  Thanks to all of our readers: 

Dave Howell 
Nan Knoblauch 
Betsy Franco 

Lupe Garcia and  
Diane McCoy.  

 
It was a great evening of storytelling that both kids and adults enjoyed.  Thanks also to the following 
people who helped with the event:   

De Dean 
Charlotte H., 

Buddy H. 
William H. 

Tejas K. 
David A., 

Alex C. and  
Laurel F.  

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers! 
You make our school special! 

Thank you to all of the El Carmelo parents and students who came and celebrated the May Fete 
Parade. And special thanks to the following folks for helping run the El Carmelo booth at the PiE 
Town Fair after the May Fete Parade: 



EL CARMELO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
CLASS GROUPING FORM 2007-2008 

(Optional Form) 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
We believe that your child’s teacher possesses the necessary information and 
understanding concerning your child in order to make an appropriate classroom placement 
for the coming school year. 
 
If you would like to provide insights into your child’s academic and social needs, please 
respond to the following questions.  Please remember NOT to name a specific teacher. This 
is not the intended purpose of this form.  Return the completed form to the Principal by 
Friday, May 23, 2007. 
 
-          -          -         -         -          -          -          -         -         -          -          -           
 
Student Name__________________________________ 
 
Current Teacher ________________________________ 
(If new Kindergarten registration, leave blank) 
 
Grade level in 2006-2007 _________________________ 
 
 
 
1.  What do you feel is really important in creating a positive and productive learning 

environment for your child? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  In your opinion, what are your child’s strengths?  Areas of difficulty? 
 
 
                                                                                                             
 



3.   How do you think your child best demonstrates understanding and knowledge? (e.g. by 
writing, through oral discussion, via projects, through arts, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   To what kind of feedback does your child respond best?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   What do you feel is the most important variable for your child when determining class 

placement?  (e.g. being with a close friend, a match between teaching style and learning 
style, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   In your opinion, is there anything else we should know about your child that would 

help us make this placement decision?  
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PALO ALTO LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
 

 Toddler Storytime (18 mo- 3yrs) Mon: 10 
or 11am at Main. Fri: 10am at Mitchell Park  
  Preschool Storytime (3-5yrs): Tues: 10am
at Main Library. Weds: 11am, at College 
Terrace Library. Fri: 11am at Mitchell Park Lib.
 

All programs are free & open to all! 
Programs at Main, Mitchell Park, and College 

Terrace Libraries 

May 
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At the
Amer
exhib
begin
memb

 
Th
re
ne
 
Pu
fam
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Fo
40
1907’s Spring Lecture Series at MOAH 
 

31: Mike Adams, from SJ State, examines the 
tion of Radio Broadcasting: 1875 to 1935. 
 14: Jeff Risberg, Serus Corp, presents World of
rrow: Design and Technology in the 1930s 

 Frank Livermore Learning Ctr at the Museum of 
ican Heritage, 351 Homer Ave at 7:30 pm. Museum 
its will be open before and after the presentation; 
ning at 7:00 pm. Admission is free for MOAH 
ers and $5 for non-members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Cancer Society’s 2nd annual Relay For Life event at Paly football field, August 25-26 

e Relay For Life is a fun-filled 24hr event to celebrate cancer survivorship and fundraise for cancer 
search, for the American Cancer Society.  Relay For Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will
ver be forgotten, those who face cancer will be supported and that one day cancer will be eliminated. 

t together a team to “walk the track” starting 10am Sat, Aug 25.   Bring your tents and sleeping bags. It’s a 
ily event, all ages welcome!  A special survivors lap starts at 10am Saturday and at dusk a special 

minaria” ceremony. 

r more information and to sign up your team visit the website: www.acsevents.org/relay/ca/paloalto or 
8.688.0108 or jess.herrera@cancer.org 
BY POPULAR DEMAND, MORE CLASS OPENINGS NOW AVAILABLE! 
lls classes for children age 10-14 & their parents, offered by City of Palo Alto Recreation 
asses will cover: 
f traffic law; 

ike and helmet fitting; 
n types of bike crashes, & how to avoid them; 
position yourself properly on the road; 
let drivers know your intentions; 
deal with left turns & 4-way stops. 
uired to attend from each family. 4-hour class, Cubberley H-6, 1 to 5 p.m.  Choose a date: 

 May 20, or Sun June 3. Info: http://bikeclass.swent.net 
Klutz Give-It-All-Away Day 

 12th year in a row, Klutz, the creative 
's publishing company, will be holding 

ve-It-All-Away School Benefit Day on 
ay, May 19th from 10 to 6pm. Klutz will 
 101% to the school of your choice for 
ollar you spend at their store.  

 
The Klutz Store 

572 College Avenue, Palo Alto  
650-493-2481 
Jordan Electronics Recycling Awareness Week!
 
Recycle at GreenCitizen's Silicon Valley Center 
Monday, May 21- Sunday, May 27 and 10% of the 
fees charged will go to Jordan if you mention Jordan 
Middle School. For a complete list of items accepted 
and fees please visit www.greencitizen.com. Have 
your company do a business pick-up! 
 
Location: GreenCitizen Silicon Valley Center 
4500 El Camino, Los Altos, 650-493-8700 
(Mon-Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 11am-5pm) 



 
 
 

Community Events for the Palo Alto Area – May 18, 2007 

El Camino Youth Symphony  
 

Sinfonietta Spring Dance Concert  
Sat, May 19, 8pm. Cubberley Theater, 
4000 Middlefield Rd, PA. Dr. Camilla 
Kolchinsky, Conductor. Soloists 
Jeremy Hsia & Sunli Kim 
  
Symphony Season Finale 
Sun, June 3, 2:30pm, California 
Theatre, SJ. Dr. Camilla Kolchinsky, 
Conductor, with soloists David Woo & 
Jennifer Choi. 
 
Tickets: $10 gen admission, $5 stud/sr
More Information is available at 
www.ECYS.org or 650-213-7111 

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• The Ladera Oaks Swim and Tennis Club- USA Swim 
Team’s Summer Program- April 2–July 27. Kids program 
ages 6-18yrs & masters program for adults. For more info 
& for tryouts call Coach Andy Clifford at 854-3101 ext 124. 

• Titan Basketball Camp- at Gunn HS, June 18-21. AM 
session for boys entering 4th-8th grades & PM session for 
boys entering 9th-10th grades. Download a camp flyer at 
www.gunntitans.com, or Chris Redfield 917-8754 or  
credfield@pacbell.net  

• PYSF SAILING CAMP in Redwood City. Learn to sail and 
race in small 1-person boats. Mon-Fri, 9-3pm. For kids 7-12
years. More info call Denise 650-851-7580 or www.pysf.us 

• SUMMER CAMPS IN THE HILLS- Camps for kids 4-17yrs, 
starting June 16th. Ohlone camp, horse, lacrosse, science 
& basketball camps. For more info: Los Altos Hills Parks 
and Rec Dept: 941-7222. Register at: Fax your registration 
to 941-3160 or http://www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/recreation  

• Pacific Art League Summer Camps- Hands-on programs,
designed for ages 4-14 -- drawing, painting, sculpture, & 
more. Info: 321-3891, http://pacificartleague.org 

• CFA Summer Studios (Art Camps)-Classes for teens to 
kinders at the Children's Fine Arts Summer Studios. For 
info & to register for classes see the Enjoy! Catalog, or call 
PA Art Center 329.2366 or online:  www.paenjoy.org 

• USHA Hindi Camp- All Grades. Hindi Immersion camp. 
USHA India Camp- Pre-K to 3rd Grades. Indian culture 
camp. Reg & Info: www.eduhindi.com Contact: Prerana 
Vaidya / customerservice@eduhindi.com / 650-384-0412 

• A Sports Camp for Girls by Girls by Cindy Pappas/Aimee 
Becker/Megan Meyer. Jordan Middle School, June 18-22nd 
9:30-12:30. $150.00 Info: pappas.cindy@comcast.net 

• California Theatre Ctr's Summer Conservatories. Ages 
8 and up. For reg & info www.ctcinc.org or (408)245-2979.

• Kids Cooking Camp- June 25-29, 8:30-2:30pm. Grades 
K-5. For info: Melissa Fassler 322-5946 ext. 106 or  
kidscookingcamp@yahoo.com 

• Hidden Villa Summer Camp- Day Camps: Ages 6-9 ▪ 
Residential Camps: Ages 9-16 ▪ Leadership Camp: Ages 
16-18. 650-949-8641 ◦ www.hiddenvilla.org 

• Summer Chinese Program in Palo Alto for Beginning, 
Intermediate, and Advance Mandarin from June 16 to Aug. 
18. More info Yufen Ho /mandarinprogram@yahoo.com  

• Chinmaya India Camp- June 25 – June 29, 9:30-3:30 or 
9:30-12. Grades 4-12. Contact Aarti Johri (aarti_johri@ 
hotmail.com / 650-941-8685). 

Girl Soccer Players Wanted 
The Stanford Typhoons a U12 (born 
after July 31, 1995) Class I Girls Team 
Fall 2007, Stanford Soccer Club, club 
website www.stanfordsoccerclub.org .  
 
We are looking to add strong, 
motivated & skilled athletes with a love 
of soccer to the roster.  If interested or 
have additional questions, please 
contact team manager Cathy or Coach 
Avi at abmaharaj@comcast.net. 

Dionne Warwick stars in the 48th 
Annual Summer Symphony  
 
July 15th, see the incomparable 
Dionne Warwick. Join the Children's 
Health Council in a benefit for children, 
families and communities and enjoy an 
afternoon of picnicking, friends, music 
and memories.  Listen to her many hits 
including "That's What Friends are 
For", "I Say a Little Prayer", and "Do 
You Know the Way to San Jose?" 
 
For info & tickets, please visit 
www.summersymphony.org, or call 
650-617-3859. 

Community Kiosk 
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply  

an endorsement by the Palo Alto council of PTAs or the Palo Alto Unified School District. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity or space. 

Next Deadline: Wednesday, May 23, 2007; 5:00pm 
Please email submissions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org
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Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
25 Churchill Avenue 
Palo Alto CA 94306 
 
Phone:  650-326-0702 
Web: http://www.paloaltopta.org 

On the Calendar  
All PTA Unit President, Council, and 
School Board meetings are at 25 Churchill 
unless otherwise noted.  
 
Jun 1, 11:30am, PTA Council Honorary 

Service Awards Luncheon 

June 2, 8:30 am, 6th District Leadership 
Training  

June 5, 7:00 pm, School Board Meeting 

June 6, 9:00am, Incoming/Outgoing PTA 
Council Exec Board Meeting 

June 14, School Ends, Summer Vacation  

June 19, 7:00 pm, School Board Study 
Session, Work Plan, 25 Churchill 

June 26, 7:00 pm, School Board Meeting, 

August 28, School Starts 
 
PAUSD School Board meetings are broad-
cast on Cable Channel 28 and streamed 
live at www.communitymediacenter.net/
watch/schedules/index.html 

New on the PTAC Website! 
 
Parent Education Resources 
http://www.paloaltopta.org/parented 
 
Offering book titles, links, and past 
presentations. 
 
Have a book title or link to suggest? 
Send to 
 
Carolyn Williams   
carolyn@vtmedia.com 

Executive Board  
President Melissa Baten Caswell 
Executive VP Dan Dykwel  
Secretary Julie Williams 
Treasurer George Pierce  
Auditor, Pat Worthington  
Communications Barbara Spreng 
Education Claude Ezran  
Parent Education Carolyn Williams 
Legislation Erwin Morton 
Legislation Lauren Janov  
Health & Welfare Raquel Burgos 
Historian Shona Mukherji  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appointed Board  
Arts Roxane Mehta  
Councilor Editor Mona Siegel  
Directory Editor Erina Dubois  
eNews Coordinator  Erwin Morton 
Environmental Action Bret Anderson 
Family Involvement Marvina White 
Family Involvement  Florence Srinivasan  
Family Involvement  Veronica Melero  
Fundraising Liaison  Julie Williams 
Immediate Past Pres. Barbara Spreng  
Kiosk Editor  Darice Koo 
Membership Edita Donnelly  
New Teacher Luncheon  Cherie Sopkin 
Parent Network Lisa Ratner  
Parliamentarian Preeva Tramiel 
School Board Observer Martin Stone 
School Matters Column: Joanie King  
Special Education Anna Thayer  
Special Education Stacey Ashlund  
Staff /VolAppreciation Susan McCarty 
Staff /VolAppreciation Isabelle Cole  
Traffic Safety Richard Swent  
Webmaster Mona Siegel 
Wardrobe Theresa Peterson  
 

Good Bye 2006-2007, Welcome 2007-2008 
 
Thank you to everyone for all your help and support! It has been a pleasure to be Palo Alto PTA   
Council President for the past two years and work with so many great people!  
 

A Special Thank You to all of the 2006-2007 PTA Council Executive Board members, PTA Unit 
Presidents and other PTA Leaders for giving so much of your time and talents for the benefit of our 
students and families!   
 

You should be proud of all you have done!  

 
…And “Thank You” everyone who has volunteered to be in a PTA leadership position for 2007-2008.  
 We all look forward to a strong and vibrant year!  
 
Best Regards, 
Melissa Baten Caswell, Palo Alto PTA Council President, 2005-2007 

 

PALO ALTO  PTA COUNCIL 
Outgoing Board 2006-2007 

-   Almost $2M was raised and spent on 2006-2007 PTA activities to benefit our schools 
-   Hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours were contributed by parents and community members 
-  Many, many great programs were delivered… Parent Ed, Outreach, Advocacy, Philanthropy, 

Community Connections, Communications, Hospitality …the list goes on and on…  

Kevin Skelly, associate superintendent of the 
Poway Unified School District in San Diego 
County, has been selected to be the new   
superintendent of the Palo Alto Unified 
School   District. 
 
He will replace Dr. Mary Frances Callan, who 
will retire at the end of this school year; after 
five years of service to the district. 

Skelly is scheduled to begin as the new     
Palo Alto superintendent on July 1. He says 
he is looking forward to the challenge of  
taking the Palo Alto district to the next level. 
 
He brings with him a strong reputation       
and solid resume.  Skelly was principal of 
Saratoga High School from 1993 to 2004, 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree with  hon-

ors in Economics from Harvard University   
in 1983 and his Ph.D. in Educational Policy 
and Management from the University of  
California at Berkeley in 1993. 
 
Thank you to Dr. Callan for her hard work on 
behalf of our district and a warm welcome to             
Dr. Skelly! 

PAUSD Passes the Baton 



The Councilor 
The Newsletter of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
is published monthly. 
 
Melissa Baten Caswell 
     PTA Council President 
Mona Siegel 
     Councilor Editor 
 
Dr. Mary Frances Callan 
     PAUSD Superintendent 
 
The mention of any business or service in this 
newsletter does not imply an endorsement by 
either the Palo Alto Council of PTAs or the  
Palo Alto Unified School District. 

 PTA Proposes 5 New Advocacy Positions  
 
Each year delegates to the California State PTA Convention take action on resolutions that have 
been submitted by unit, council, district PTA or the California State PTA Board of Managers. 
Resolutions adopted by convention delegates serve as a basis for action in unit, council, district 
PTA and the California State PTA. 
 
This year’s resolutions included the following: 
 
Summary of  Resolution A: Public School Governance Authority  
That the California State PTA reaffirm and recommit themselves to the separation of municipal 
government from local school district governance and to the constitutionally established inde-
pendence of locally elected boards of education, directly accountable to the voter, taxpayers, 
communities, parents, and students of their district.  
 
Summary of  Resolution B: Financing Public Schools 
That the California State PTA: 
• work to educate public policy makers, PTA members, community members, and the media 

about the shared responsibility in the continuing need for the necessary resources and funding 
for California’s public school programs and facilities;  

• support the ongoing efforts to explore new models of public school funding to ensure a qual-
ity education for every student;  

• continue to make financing our public schools, both programs and facilities, a top priority in 
order to ensure a quality education for every student.  

  
Summary of  Resolution C:  Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)  
Underfunding 
That the California State PTA: 
• advocate for the maximum authorized allotment from the federal government of 40% of man-

dated IDEA program costs;  
• educate their membership about the funding shortfall of IDEA mandates and its encroach-

ment on the school districts’ general education budgets.  
 
Summary of  Resolution D:   Comprehensive Waste Reduction in Schools 
That the California State PTA: 
• support implementation of effective waste reduction programs at their schools; 
• recommend schools monitor, document and report the savings;  
• urge school districts to direct these savings back to the schools to support program sustain-

ability; 
• recommend that schools promote their waste reduction strategies and successes in their 

school;  
• foster student/teacher-driven participation in recycling;  
• nurture the growth of school garden programs that include composting as critical part ; 
• advise school district to buy recycled paper productions whenever possible;  
• promote integration of waste reduction/garden composting education into the school curricu-

lum; 
• assist teachers, parents and districts staff to become aware of successful California school 

waste; reduction programs in order to help them implement their own site-specific programs; 
• affirm PTAs in recognizing and rewarding those who make a significant contribution to their 

school waste reduction programs, and acknowledge outstanding programs at the State PTA 
level.  

 
Summary of  Resolution E: Indoor Air Quality in Schools 
That the California State PTA: 
• inform students community about the importance of healthy IAQ and its relationship to stu-

dent and staff health, academic achievement and absenteeism;  
• work with local school boards to promote good IAQ when building or renovating facilities or 

using portable classrooms by following guidelines that provide for healthy IAQ, including 
techniques such as reducing the use of toxic construction materials; 

• work with local school boards to adopt policies and practices that promote healthy IAQ, in-
cluding but not limited to the use of IAQ management plans, proper maintenance techniques 
such as adherence to heating, ventilation and air conditioning system standards, protocols to 
reduce pesticide use, and the use of low-toxic classroom materials and cleaning supplies. 

 
This article provides a summary of Resolutions A, B, C, D & E. For the full text of each Resolu-
tion and background summaries go to: http://www.capta.org . 

Incoming Board 2007-2008 
 
Executive Board   
President Dan Dykwel 
Executive VP OPEN 
VP Leadership Terry Godfrey 
 ( + Mona Siegel) 
Secretary Colleen Nielsen  
 (+Sheryl Klein) 
Treasurer George Pierce 
Auditor Pat Worthington 
Communications Melissa Baten Caswell 
Community Outreach Marvina White 
Education Erwin Morton 
Parent Education Carrie Manley  
 (+ Wendy Kandasamy)  
Legislation Martin Stone 
Health & Welfare Maggi Smeal  
 (+ Jennifer Schneider) 
Youth Advocacy OPEN 
Historian Shona Mukherji  
 (+ Nancy Smith) 
  
Appointed Roles   
Arts/Reflections Roxane Mehta  
Comp School Safety OPEN 
Councilor Editor Darice Koo 
Directory Editor Clara Chang 
eNews Coordinator Erwin Morton 
Environmental Action Bret Anderson 
Family Involvement Florence Srinivasan 
Fundraising Liaison Sarah Carpenter 
Human Relations OPEN 
Immediate Past Pres. Melissa Baten Caswell 
Kiosk Editor Karen Karpen 
Membership Edita Donnelly 
New Teacher Luncheon Cherie Sopkin 
Parent Network OPEN 
Parliamentarian OPEN 
School Board Observer John Markevitch 
School Matters Column: Joanie King  
Special Education Anna Thayer  
 + Stacey Ashlund 
Staff and Volunteer Appreciation
 OPEN 
Traffic Safety Penny Ellson 
Wardrobe OPEN 
Webmaster OPEN 
   


