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Have a Great Summer!

June 2009
June 4 – Chandler Retirement/Chakos party 6- 8 PM
June 8 - 5th grade Showcase
June 11 - 5th grade Graduation (outdoors at El Carmelo) – 10 AM 
June 11 - Early dismissal - Last day of school!
June 30 - Last day to register for 2009-2010 school year on-line

July/August 2009
July 1 - New PTA Executive Board takes over
August 21 - Class lists posted – 4 PM
August 23 – Ice Cream Social for New Families - 2-4 PM
August 25 - First day of school
August 25 - First day coffee

El Carmelo Calendar

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Dear El Carmelo parents,
I want to thank you for your support of our school this year.  There are so many ways in which you 
have contributed to our school community: you drive children on field trips, volunteer in 
classrooms, organize PTA events, and serve on committees.  Your contributions to PTA and PIE 
have now more than ever helped the school complete its mission.  Your donations of time and 
money are appreciated so much by the students, staff and other parents.

We have just a few weeks to go (as I write this) and there are still a lot of events left to go. The 
Student Showcases for grades Kindergarten through 4th Grade have happened, many field trips 
are happening this week, and we are looking forward to the 5th Grade Showcase on June 8.  The 
mini-orientations we called “Step Up” showed our students what they can look forward to next 
year.  If you haven’t done so yet, do ask your student what they learned about next year. 

I wish you a wonderful summer.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is something I can do 
for you. And don’t forget to look for ways to continue your students’ learning this summer.

Sincerely,
Chuck Merritt
Principal

Queridas familias de El Carmelo,
Quiero agradecerles el apoyo que Uds. han aportado a nuestra escuela durante este año. Hay 
tantas maneras en que han contribuido a nuestra comunidad escolar: les llevan en coche a los 
estudiantes en los field trips, son voluntarios en las salas de clase, organizan los eventos de la PTA, 
son miembros de comités.  Sus contribuciones a la PTA y a PIE han sido, mas que nunca, ayudado 
a la escuela completar su misión.  Sus donaciones de tiempo y dinero son apreciados muchísimo 
por los estudiantes, los educadores y por los demás padres.

Tan solo tenemos unas pocas semanas (mientras escribo estas palabras) para terminar el año y 
aún nos quedan varios eventos. Los Showcase de Kinder a Cuarto Grado ya han pasado, varios 
field trips ocurren esta semana y anticipamos el Showcase del Quinto Grado el 8 de Junio.  Las 
orientaciones “Step Up”  demonstraron a nuestros estudiantes lo que pueden anticipar para el 
año que viene.   Si aún no lo han hecho, pregúntale a su estudiante qué aprendió sobre el año 
que viene.

Les deseo un verano maravilloso.  Por favor, no duden en contactarme si les puedo servir en algo. 
Y no se olviden de buscar unas formas de continuar el aprendizaje de sus hijos durante este 
verano.

Sinceramente,
Chuck Merritt
Principal

 Spanish Translation

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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PTA President’s Letter
As I look back over the year, I am amazed by the amount of support and love I have received from 
our community.  I have been blessed by a community of loving friends, caring parents, and, let’s 
face it… the best kids in the district.  I want to take this opportunity to thank some people who 
have made extraordinary contributions to my presidency and our school/community….

Stephanie Youngquist - our math guru.  Thank you for your hours of volunteer time -helping to 
keep math lab up and running, participating in the math adoption process, helping to fundraise, 
being our auction check-out queen, and so much more. Your dedication to education and your 
can-do attitude are much appreciated.
Rebecca Davis - Thank you for sharing your passion for drama with our children. After 13 years at 
El Carmelo, we will miss you and your family…best wishes with middle school and beyond.
Ana Maria Dias and Erina Dubois - advisors, confidants and cheerleaders.  I am so glad you are on 
“my team”.
Jennifer Mutz - my wing woman.  Thanks for your support and wise counsel. We are lucky to have 
you as our next President.
Jennifer Allen - Thank you for your leadership and generosity. Your families’ years of printing and 
artistic support have been greatly appreciated. 
Christine Hodson - Thanks for your calm, steady work. You are amazing!!!
Maria Whealan - Thanks for you expert editing, sense of humor and open mind.
Wen Li - Thanks for your eye for beauty and behind the scenes work.
Jennifer Chu- Thanks for your “pitch in” attitude, helping hands and incredible fiduciary skills.  You 
are my idol!!
Jennifer Fernandez - Thank you for your personal support and gentle loving care of our 
community.
Ginny Nagao - Thank you for your general support and reliable parenting advice.
Chuck Merritt- Thank you for all your support and wise words.  I will miss my meetings with this 
kind, loving person. Our school is fortunate to have this man who loves education, children and 
our community. 

Many thanks to all the parents who volunteered this year and made a difference in a child’s life. It 
has been my great honor to serve this community.  May your summers be peaceful and joyous. 
See you in August!!! 

Michele Kasper 
PTA President
mekasper@comcast.net

THANK YOU MICHELE KASPER PTA PRESIDENT!

El Carmelo would like to thank Michele Kasper, PTA President, for her incredible efforts. For two years (as 

vice president and president), Michele has tirelessly advocated on behalf of the entire teacher, parent and 

student community at El Carmelo. We are grateful for her dedication, and the support of her family, as she 

continually worked to help make El Carmelo a warm and welcoming school for everyone. Thank you 

Michele for your support, many hours of hard work, and leadership. 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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El Carmelo Student Directory 2009-2010 - NEW

PAUSD has replaced the annual summer back to school packet with an online registration process. Every student, new and 
returning, must be registered by the June 30, 2009 deadline. Please contact the Central PAUSD office if you have not yet 
received a letter in the mail with your child’s online registration password.
 Please be aware when you register your child with PAUSD, you have the choice to release your directory information. 
-   If you do authorize release of your directory information, you will automatically be included in the El Carmelo Student 
Directory for next year. 
-     If you do not authorize release of directory information, you are also opting out of being included in the El Carmelo 
Student Directory for next year. 
-  If you do not authorize release of directory information when registering with PAUSD, but would still like to be 
included in the El Carmelo Student Directory for next year, please email incoming PTA President Jennifer Mutz, 
mutz@pacbell.net, 325-0542, who will communicate with the PTA volunteer creating our school Student Directory. Thank you.

Library News

It’s hard to believe that this school year is already almost over. As we come to the end of the year we are asking that all library 
books be turned in by Wednesday, June 3.  No library books will be checked out after Friday, May 29. Classes will not have 
library time during the last week of school. If a book is lost or missing we will give your child a notice. Try to pay book fines by 
Friday, June 5.  Please contact the library if you have any questions.  FYI the 5th grader’s library record follows them to middle 
school. It is prudent to have their record cleared here.  
Students in K-4th will be receiving an EC School Library summer reading record and list of suggested authors.  This is optional, 
but a great way to encourage reading. All who participate will be acknowledged.  Students may us the same books for the 
Palo Alto City Library Summer Reading Program. 
We greatly appreciate all of you who have adopted or donated books to our wonderful library.  Special thanks to the parents 
who have helped with our Adopt-A Book program.  We raised a lot of money and bought some great books this year.  Also, 
thank you to the parent helpers in the younger grade levels. It has been great year.  Have a wonderful, story-filled summer!
Leslie Bell and Rose Desposito

Help Welcome New El Carmelo Families

Be a welcoming family at the annual New Family Ice Cream Social!

Sunday, August 23, 2009, 2-4pm
Two hours is all it takes to make a difference!

What does a Welcoming Family do?
All you have to do is come (parents and children) to our ice-cream social before school starts in the fall.  Eat ice-cream and be 
paired up with a new family that you will personally welcome to our school by answering any questions they may have.  

Where?
The Ice-cream social will be at El Carmelo by the kinder yard.   

How do I sign up?
Simply fill out the flyer that went home in your Friday folder and return it to the office or contact Erin Duran by the last day of 
school, June 11, at 330-1129, erin.duran@stanfordalumni.org.

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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PTA VOLUNTEERS 2009-2010
We are still looking for parents to step up for the following PTA volunteer positions. These positions are being vacated this year 
by parents who have generously donated their time on behalf of all families:
Executive Vice President 
Board position. Trains with president.

VP Fundraising
Board position. Oversees fundraising efforts. Each of the fundraisers planned for next year already has a designated owner 
ready to go so the VP acts as coordinator. Fundraising team already in place! 
 
VP Membership
Board position. VP acts as coordinator and brainstorms creative ways to increase membership with a team of volunteers. We 
already have two parents signed up to do membership data entry so the team is already in place!
 
Noon Art Coordinator
We already have interested and reliable parents who can help out often, but we are seeking a chairperson to plan for regular 
sessions.  Noon Art is held during lunch time, approximately every other week, and uses tables and supplies in the 
multi-purpose room. Kids from grades 1-5 enjoy the chance for mid-day creativity. 
 
Fall School Potluck
All families bring their own food so this person simply coordinates a team for table set up and advertising.
 
Bingo Night
A fun annual family event! One time event during the year that kids and parents alike enjoy.
Please contact Jennifer Mutz (mutz@pacbell.net).

Update on Visiting Author, Betsy Franco
Your visiting author, Betsy Franco, will be reading and speaking at Kepler's Books on June 28 at 11:30.  She will be presenting 
her latest books, A Curious Collection of Cats and Pond Circle.  The illustrator of the cat book will be there, too.  She would 
be so happy to see El Carmelo students and their parents at Kepler's! 

"An amazing collection...cover(s) all things cat."    Booklife

"A clear, child-friendly look at ecology, this book is destined to find a home in storytimes and classrooms."    School Library 
Journal

For more information about Betsy Franco and her books, see her website at www.betsyfranco.com.

10 Mile Club

138 students! That’s how many El Carmelo students participated in 10 Mile Club this year. All total, approximately one third of 
our school population ran or walked during recess in the 10 Mile Club. Students ran anywhere from just a few laps at some 
point in the year, to 10 miles twice for a total of 100 laps spanning the full school year. Whatever the distance, all the kids 
enjoyed camaraderie with their friends and a healthy noon time activity. They were all proud of their accomplishments and 
are jazzed about doing 10 Mile Club again next year.
 
We have three parents lined up to help with 10MileClub next year. It would be great to have a fourth so teams of two parents 
can alternate every other week assisting the kids on Tuesdays at noon. Please contact me if you are interested at 
mutz@pacbell.net.

By Jennifer Mutz, parent volunteer

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Teaching Kids About Money

Guest Speaker at PTA General Meeting on April 21, 2009

Parents will all agree they want their children to be successful, and almost all parents would also agree that being able to 
manage money well is helpful for, if not crucial to, success as an adult.  A question many parents struggle with is: How do I 
teach my child to handle his money wisely?  This question becomes even more important in the current, uncertain economic 
climate.  Our children will have to do what we did, only more so—they will have to save to buy a house, but with lending rules 
tightened, will have to save more.  They will need good credit to get a mortgage, but they will need better credit than their 
parents had to have, after the foreclosure fiasco.  So, how do we guide them to save well and protect their credit, without 
becoming nags, at which point they will tune us out?  The keys are setting a good example, letting them practice, and making 
their financial world as adult as possible.

Once upon a time, bills came in the mail and were generally stacked somewhere, and twice a month someone would open all 
the envelopes, write a check, add a stamp, and send stub and check back to whatever company had sent the bill.  This was a 
very visible process which has largely disappeared, now that so many bills are paid automatically in one fashion or another.  
This makes it harder to instill good habits in our children by our own good example. Our children will have these same 
possibilities at their disposal, however, so the key is to bring to their attention that the bills are getting paid every month 
because you have arranged it.  When your credit card number changes, mention that now you have to call everyone who bills 
it and tell them the new number.  Make a point of opening and reviewing your credit card statement when your child is 
around.  In fact, younger children, who are practicing reading skills, may even enjoy helping you scan the items or practice 
their number recognition by telling you ‘which number is largest/smallest’.

Letting children handle their own money as much as possible from as young as possible is an excellent idea.  Let them make 
their mistakes before their mistakes mean much.  This can be difficult for many parents, who cringe when their five year old 
wants to spend all his allowance every week on cheap toys, but it is excellent training for adulthood, and the ‘spend all my 
money right away’ phase does not usually last long.  Two elements to good practice are:  first, letting them have access to their 
money, which may mean getting an ATM card for an older, more mobile adolescent, or paying up all allowance on a regular 
basis for a more dependent younger child.  A debit card is an excellent idea as soon as your bank will issue one for your child.  
A debit card works in many respects like a credit card—it is portable, is accepted most places, and eliminates the need to carry 
cash or stop at the bank often.  The key difference is that with a debit card, unlike a credit card, only money already in a 
person’s account can be spent.  This will start your child associating a debit/credit card with ‘spending my own money more 
conveniently’ rather than ‘spending money I don’t have’ which is often how credit cards seem, until the giant bill comes, and 
the interest starts accumulating.

The last key to raising financially savvy children is to make their financial world as adult as possible.  This means no advances 
on allowance, reasonable access to their money, no nagging about what they spend it on, and paying for their own luxuries, 
such as cell phone bills, junk food, entertainment, and clothing.  Clothing should be factored into a teen’s allowance, as it will 
reduce many power struggles over what can be bought or worn.  After all, it is now your teen’s allowance, not your money, so it 
is less annoying when it gets spent on pre-ripped jeans.  If your adolescent should mess up royally in her own financial world, 
such as running up a higher cell phone bill than she can pay, offer her a loan with interest due and a payment schedule.  Also, 
help her look into unlimited calling plans, as it is what a responsible adult would do.

Hopefully, putting all or some of these tips into practice will help us teach our children to become comfortable, 
knowledgeable, and responsible in managing their finances. 

by Zoё Mount, MFT

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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BOARD THANK YOU

I would like to thank my executive board.  They have been a source of strength, guidance, and, most importantly, humor. I 
appreciate how dedicated to our school you are. I hope you have enjoyed your year of service. Thank you for your hard work 
and generous spirits….
Best to you all - Jennifer Mutz, Erina DuBois, Ana-Maria Dias, Calvin Woon, Stephanie Youngquist, Faith Brigel, Jennifer Chu, Yvette 
Bovee, Suzanne Ogawa, Rhiannon Wallace and Chuck Merritt.

Michele Kasper 
PTA President 2008-09

… to Cynthia Tham for her wonderful Teacher Appreciation Week!
… to Martha Velez and Maria Flores for putting on the International dinner.  Great job ladies!!!
… to Gwen Fischer and Jen Weiner for celebrating Mrs. Perry’s retirement with the El Carmelo community.
… to Kathleen Ford, Asmita Runge and Audrey Finot for organizing Mrs. Chandler’s retirement party.

… to all of the parents who have worked on Math Lab all year.  This hands-on, self-paced math program couldn’t happen 
without your volunteering or PTA support.

Many thanks to all from the El Carmelo PTA. 

‘Thank you’ to all these volunteers ...

Thanks for Guest Layout - Nicholas O.
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