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SEPTEMBER 

18 - 
20 - 
20 - 
24 - 
25 - 

25/26 - 
27- 
27- 

30 - 

2nd grade picnic: 5-7 pm 
Photo Day 
3rd grade picnic: 5-7 pm 
Vision Screening: K, 2, 5 grades 
4th grade picnic: 5-7 pm 
ERB Writing Test: 4-5 grades 
5th grade picnic: 5-7 pm 
Carmeletter submission due: 2 pm 
Spaghetti Dinner: 5-7 pm 

OCTOBER 

8 - 
9 - 

12 - 
15 - 
16 - 

22-25 - 
23 - 
23 -  

School Board Candidates Forum: 7-9 pm 
Board of Education Mtg: 25 Churchill 
NO SCHOOL 
Original Works Art Due 
Parent Ed—School Bullying: 7 pm 
Fall Book Fair 
Board of Education Mtg 
Hearing Screening: K, 2, 5 grades 

Carmeletter 

What is the Carmeletter? 
 

• Contains important news and information about El Carmelo 
• Relays important news and information about the District (PAUSD) 
• Advertises upcoming PTA events and activities 
• Prints stories written by El Carmelo students 
• Thanks the many volunteers at the school 
• It is MONTHLY  
• It is completely funded by the PTA 

Welcome to a new school year 
 

We hope that you enjoyed your 
summer! 



Issue 1  El Carmelo PTA Newsletter             September 14, 2007 

2 

Principal’s Letter 
Dear El Carmelo Parents, Students and Community,  
 
Welcome to the 2007-08 school year!  Thank you for helping us get-
off to a relatively smooth start to the school year.  I want to continue 
to recruit your help to ensure that the focus at school and at home is 
on teaching, learning and growing up to be wholesome and 
productive citizens.  Please join us in our collective efforts to 
support all our children. 
 
Updates and other information: 
♦ Think Safety:  thank you for your efforts in working with us as 
we implement the new traffic safety measures around El Carmelo 
School.  Thus far, some aspects of the new changes are going well, 
while others will require more time and additional training to achieve 
our goal:  

⇒ The drop-off zones are working well:  drivers are coming into 
the drop-off areas, leaving their child/ren and continuing on 
their way—smoothly. 

⇒ Crossing guards at the intersections are a work in progress.  
This specific project will require more time for drivers, 
cyclists, and pedestrians to get used to the new system.  
Further, additional training is scheduled for the new crossing 
guards so they can become more efficient in their duties.  
Stay tuned and please allow time to fully implement this 
process.  Remember, that it’s for THE SAFETY OF OUR 
CHILDREN. 

♦ What is the focus of teacher staff development time this 
year?  The focus this year is on two major areas: 1) the 
implementation of the DRA Reading Assessment and 2) on 
enhancing the writing program across the Palo Alto Unified School 
District. 

⇒ DRA Implementation:  For many years, Palo Alto’s 
elementary teachers used several different systems to 
assess their students’ reading levels. While teachers gained 
important information about their students’ reading behaviors, 
communication and articulation between grade levels proved 
challenging. In the spring of 2007, a Reading Assessment 
Committee, consisting of classroom teachers and reading 
specialists representing each school site’s primary and 
intermediate grades, convened over the course of several 
months. After reviewing a number of reading assessment 
programs, they determined that the DRA2 (Developmental 
Reading Assessment), published by Pearson Learning, best 
matched Palo Alto’s needs. The DRA consists of two kits, 
one for grades K-3 and a second, for grades 4-8.  
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The DRA provides teachers with a great deal of information about the way a student 
approaches a text, including from oral reading fluency (expression, rate, and accuracy) and 
comprehension strategies (extending from literal comprehension to deep analysis of the text). 
The kits include fiction, biography, and nonfiction books, so students are assessed on a 
variety of reading genres. Beginning at the end of second grade, student assessment includes 
a written response to the reading material. In addition, there is a Word Analysis component for 
early readers and students reading below grade level, which provides information about 
specific reading skills ranging from rhyming and letter recognition to understanding of prefixes 
and suffixes. These assessments provide teachers an in-depth understanding of each 
student’s reading strengths and needs, leading to effective, efficient instruction. In addition, 
teachers will be able to communicate specific information about student reading behaviors to 
parents, so that they can understand how best to help their children with reading at home. 

During September and October, teachers at each grade level will receive a full day of 
staff development on the administration of the assessment, calibration of scoring, and use of 
the data to inform instruction, leading to a consistent analysis of reading skills and effective 
instructional strategies for all students. 

⇒ Enhancing the Writing Program:  Elementary teachers and principals spent the 
morning of the August 24th Staff Development Day on writing. At each grade level, 
teachers were given a variety of new materials, including the district’s newly published 
Core Writing and The Craft of Writing: The Grammar and Convention Connection 
Grades 1-8. In addition, teachers received additional professional resources that will 
enhance the teaching of writing. Using the new materials, teachers collaborated with 
their grade level colleagues, planning their writing instruction for the year. 

  Core Writing is the culmination of two year’s work by the Writing Summit, 
consisting of classroom teachers from every elementary school, two principals, and the 
district’s literacy resource teacher. Core Writing details the fundamental writing 
expectations at each grade level, so that students across the district will receive a 
consistent foundation in writing. These practices have been aligned from kindergarten 
through fifth grade, so that every student will enter middle school with a strong 
background in writing genres and techniques. The rich and deep conversations about 
writing among grade level partners, schools, and across the district will enrich the 
district’s already-strong writing program. 

♦ Thank you for supporting our PTA: The PTA is the third leg of the El Carmelo stool.  
Combined with our teachers and staff, all three are needed to provide a firm foundation for our 
students’ growth.  I rely on a strong PTA to help El Carmelo excel.  In turn, the PTA relies on 
you, our parents.  Your support of the PTA through funding, volunteering and other 
participation is essential to our students’ success.  Thank you for your ongoing support! 
 
The staff and I are quite excited about the coming year.  Please join us in our efforts to 
provide the most enriching experiences for all our students and remember that ongoing 
communication between you and the school is critical to your child’s success.  We are very 
fortunate for your active role in this process and for your continued care and concern. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 Lupe García 
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Recently, I was asked why I do PTA.  To answer that question, 
I have to go back to three years ago.   At that time, my oldest 
daughter, Sam, was finishing kindergarten, and my friend Mona 
asked me to be the PTA’s VP of fundraising for the following year.  
When I asked her what the job entailed, she said, “It’s easy, you 
don’t do much”.   The job didn’t sound too demanding, and by then 
I had been a stay at home mom with a five and a three year old.  
And, frankly, I was starting to go a little nuts being a full time 
resident psychologist, cook, cleaner, nurse and Candy-Land 
champion.   

PTA President’s Letter 

Well, the job turned out to more than “don’t do much,” but it was fun.  I felt good 
about helping the school, my children and all the students. I made new friends and 
engaged parts of my brain that hadn’t been accessed in years.  

 I also learned what a critical role PTA plays at El Carmelo.  PTA is truly the other 
support staff at El Carmelo.  Mr. Garcia, our teachers and the rest of the staff do an 
amazing job, but they only have so many hours in a day and so much money.  The PTA 
steps in both with time and money to fill the gap that is left by our public funding.   

Today I continue to do PTA, not just because being home full time still drives me a 
little batty, but because it is so crucial to the success of our school that we participate.  I do 
PTA because I hear the pride in my daughter Sam’s voice when she tells her teacher that 
the flyer in the Friday folder was made by her mom.  My kinder, Nica, also likes that I do 
PTA.  For her it means more trips to PIP printing for copies of flyers.  PIP has the world’s 
best candy jar and Mike always offers it to her with a smile.   

 
I look forward to a great  year at El Carmelo. 

 
Ana-Maria Dias 
PTA President 

Teachers 

Staff 

PTA
 

Student 

The Teachers, Staff and 
PTA are vital to the 

support of our students  
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I often hear people saying they'd like to feel more connected to 
the school community, but don't know "how to get there from 
here".  Here are some ideas on how to do that, and to grow the 
feeling of community in ways we'll all feel – and they don't take a lot 
of time! 

 
If you have just one minute, you could... 

• say "hi" to someone you don't know 
• stop and help a child who needs it 
• share a smile, or make someone laugh 

PTA Executive Vice-President’s Letter 

If you have ten minutes, you could... 
• write a thank you note to someone who's helping or working with your child 
• bring cookies or muffins to a school party or other event 

ask a teacher if you can help 
 
If you have half an hour, you could... 

• volunteer to help at, or make posters for an event 
• invite another parent to go for a walk (don't tell them to take a hike, though) 

offer a play date to a parent who looks like they need it 
 
Have more time, or a passion you'd love to share?  Give me a call – I'd love to get to know 
you, and to help you find a way to contribute your talents and energies. 
 
Together we can make the El Carmelo community great! 
Michele Kasper 

eNews eNews  eNews 
 
As many of you know, the Carmeletter is our school newsletter. However, you can also receive El 
Carmelo and community news by subscribing to eNews, our electronic newsletter that is 
distributed on an as-needed basis.  
  
The Enews is for quick dissemination of information related directly to the school                         
or community information that is of direct interest to our school community.  It is 
sent out frequently, often every week. eNews has four sections: 
  
> A calendar section 
> A school and district news section 
> A volunteers wanted section 
> A community links section 
  
Items submitted to eNews should be very brief (3-5 lines) and time sensitive (happening within a 
week of the eNews in which the item appears). A link to additional information about the event can 
be included. To submit an item to eNews, email it in plain text format to: 
elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org. 

Eric Schuur 
VP Communications 
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Welcome to the new school year! 
 
I would like to give information on the purpose of the Carmeletter 
and how to submit for publishing this year.  The purpose of the 
Carmeletter is to communicate a wide range of school-related 
information to the El Carmelo community. Information from the 
Principal, the PTA President and PTA Event Chairs regularly 
appears in the Carmeletter. In addition, calendars are included, 
detailing up-coming school events. All members of the community 
can take advantage of the Carmeletter to publish their information 
related to school activities. No advertisements, or personal events, 
or commercial promotions are permitted . Submissions may be sent 
to the new email address:  carmeletter@paloaltopta.org. 
 
The Carmeletter will be published monthly this year. When 
submitting an article please follow these guidelines:  
 
1. Write in the subject line of your email: “Carmeletter” followed by the subject of the 

submission.  
2. If a revised version of your article needs to be resubmitted before the deadline please 

add a V2 in the subject line of your email after the article title.  
3. Include your full name in your email.  
4. If you are organizing an event and wish to advertise it in the Carmeletter please see the 

Carmeletter deadline schedule to determine which issue is appropriate.  Give yourself 
sufficient time to write it.   

5. Only send completed submissions. Check the times, dates, locations, name, and 
spelling of all the people involved, prior to sending it in.  

6. Once you have submitted an article, requested changes can not always be made. 
7. If you want the article to be included in more than one issue – resend it again by the 

next deadline. 
8. We reserve the right to edit both for brevity, grammar, and punctuation. 
9. There are three community boards on campus that are used for matters of a more 

personal nature. Use the eNews and the Community Kiosk for articles not specifically 
related to El Carmelo. 

10. All of the Carmeletter deadlines are included in this issue. Keep the list as a reference 
for the rest of the school year. There will also be a list of the deadlines in the PTA glass 
case near the office. 

 
Please follow these requests to help the Carmeletter run smoothly. Remember that all of us 
involved in the editing, layout, and translating are also volunteers. I look forward to working 
with you to make the Carmeletter an up-to-date and helpful addition to our school. If you 
have any questions please contact me at Faithwb2@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Thanks, 
Faith W. Brigel 
Editor 

 
Editor’s  
Corner 
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Carmeletter Due Dates and Publication Dates 2007-2008  

September 6 

September 27 

October 25 

November 29 

January 10 

January 31 

February 28 

April 3 

May 1 

May 29 

September 14 

October 5 

November 2 

December 7 

January 18 

February 8 

March 7 

April 11 

May 9 

June 6 

DUE  DATE PUBLICATION DATE 

Did you know six candidates are running for three seats on the Palo Alto Unified School District 
Board this fall?  You have from now until Election Day, Tuesday, November 6th to get to know 
about the candidates and to get involved, before you vote on this date. 
  
The school board is responsible for the district budget and setting overall district policy.  The 
school board is also responsible for making sure the superintendent is doing a sound job, while the 
superintendent is responsible for running the district’s daily operations, for the benefit of all our 
children.  
 
As part of the Palo Alto PTA Council’s Parent Education Election Series, El Carmelo is hosting an 
All-Candidates Forum, Mon. Oct. 8, 7p.m. – 9 p.m. in our MP room. All six school board 
candidates have graciously agreed to come to El Carmelo to respond directly to your questions 
and concerns. Our forum will be run under guidelines provided by the League of Women Voters, 
using written questions from the audience. You may prepare your questions in advance and leave 
them in a secure box in the office, or you may jot them down at the forum. 
  
Can’t make our event? There will more opportunities at several other forums and less formal 
“coffees” locally where all PAUSD parents are welcome. A copy of the other locations will be in the 
PTA glass case outside the main office. 
 
 If you would like to consider volunteering at this event, please call El Carmelo PTA Parent Ed 
Rep, Carrie Manley, (650) 321-8971 (h) or (650) 269-6656 (c) carrie_manley@yahoo.com. 

Deciding the FUTURE of PAUSD 
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Elementary school bullying, or what’s also known as social cruelty, can go “under 
the radar.” But bullying isn’t just a phase, it is a serious form of aggression 
common among both boys and girls. Bullying is not just typical childhood one-on-
one squabbling between siblings or peers; bullying is, in both its overt and covert 
forms, cruel, damaging behavior that can have a lasting impact on the bully, the 
bullied and the bystander.  
  
Led by respected parent educator Gloria Moskowitz-
Sweet, this don’t-miss workshop will cover both in the 
short and long-run, what happens to children who 
bully, as well as what happens to children who are 
victimized and children who are the witnessing 
bystanders. Together, we will learn how to recognize 
bullying behaviors, how to create an inclusive, safe 
community for all our children and how to help each 
child build empathy and resiliency to last a lifetime.   
 
Our instructor, Gloria Moskowitz-Sweet, PPSC, LCSW, is the coordinator of 
Parents Place Express and has been a professor of graduate social work at San 
Jose State University for 20 years.  She has also worked in schools from 
elementary through high school as a school social worker, school counselor and 
consultant to teachers, parents and administrators. She is also the parent of three 
college-age sons. 
  
Remember, save the date: Oct. 16, 2007, 7p.m.-9p.m. This event is free for all El 
Carmelo parents, sponsored by your PTA. Spanish translation will be provided.  
 
Carrie Manley 
PTA Parent Education Chair 

School Bullying--
What Every 

Parent Needs To 
Know 

 
Tuesday, Oct. 16 

El Carmelo School 
7p.m.-9p.m.  

Pa
re

nt
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

PTA
 D

inner 

Mom and Dad can enjoy a candlelit dinner while the kids have fun 
creating spectroscopes and making Original Works art 
projects!  We will be serving spaghetti, garlic bread, Caesar salad and fresh fruit.  Choose from 
marinara, meat, and pesto sauces.   Enjoy delicious desserts provided by our El Carmelo parents!   
  
The dinner is Sunday, September 30, from 5 to 7 pm in El Carmelo’s MP room.   
$5.00/adult, $15.00/family. 
  
If you can volunteer to help set-up, serve food, clean-up or bring a dessert please contact Susan 
Rider at 327-3735 (rider5@sbcglobal.net) or Jane Littau at 494-8805 
(jane.littau@sbcglobal.net).  You can also sign up to help on the sheets posted outside each 
classroom.  See you there! 

Please join us for the 9th Annual  
El Carmelo Spaghetti Dinner!  

Susan Jane 



Issue 1   El Carmelo PTA Newsletter             September 14, 2007 

9 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

FUNDRAISING at El Carmelo 

There are two types of fundraising at El Carmelo – PiE (Partners in Education) and PTA 
(Parent / Teacher Association).  PiE pays for staff working directly with our students, such as 
classroom aides, reading specialists, hands-on science and Spectra Art; while the PTA funds 
things like field trips, Math Lab supplies, Noon Art, technology upgrades, school supplies, the 
Carmeletter, and the many community building events at El Carmelo such as bingo night, the 
pancake breakfast, and math/science night.   

• PiE:  This year’s PiE campaign kicked off with a letter in your back to school packet.  PiE 
money makes up over 50% of our Principal’s discretionary budget!  
• PTA: The PTA fundraising effort starts with Original Works and continues with fall and 
spring book fairs, and The Auction. 
For more information about PiE and PTA fundraising, go to our website at http://
www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/fundraising.html. 

Original Works:  Our fall fundraiser is Original Works.  Your child’s artwork can be made into t-
shirts, note cards, mugs, journals, etc.  These items make great grandparent gifts!   Students will 
be making artwork during Spectra Art.  You are also welcome to make your own artwork at 
home and we will have tables set-up at the Spaghetti Dinner.  Orders will be due October 15th 
and items distributed the first week in December. 
Book Fairs are a good way to promote reading, and El Carmelo earns 30% of sales.  The fall 
book fair is the week of October 22nd and the spring fair the week of April 7th. 
The Auction is on May 10th. The El Carmelo auction is a fun, festive adult-only evening event 
and our biggest moneymaker.  You can participate in the auction by attending and bidding (high 
and often!), donating an item, or making a monetary donation to underwrite auction expenses.   
EScrip, Adopt A Book, Box Tops and More You can also earn money for El Carmelo by 
signing up for eScrip (it’s no cost to you and brings in thousands of dollars), adopting a book at 
the library, and bringing in your Box Tops for Education (a couple of years ago, El Carmelo was 
able to get new playground balls with this money).  In the fall you will be invited to support our 5th 
graders as they raise money for their annual Ship Trip.  You may also donate to your child’s 
classroom – supplies, party items, holiday and end of year gifts. 
That’s a lot of fundraising!  We really are in a partnership to keep educating and enriching our 
children.  You aren’t expected to give to everything.  We hope you will choose to participate this 
year in our fundraising program based on your family’s ability.  It is the combination of gifts of 
time and expertise, supplies, and money that makes our school so special.  
Low on funds or want to get more involved?  Help out at one of the events.  
You’ll get a chance to meet some interesting people, while working for a great 
school! 
Thank you for all that you do for our school.  I can be reached at 650-327-
4284 if you have questions. 
Stephanie Youngquist, VP of Fundraising 
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Welcome Back to School from Partners in Education 
In 2002, the Palo Alto School Board made a pivotal fundraising decision: going forward Palo Alto 
schools would be required to raise money equitably for all students across the district. 
This decision gave rise to the All Schools Fund (ASF) which, in 2004-05, merged with the 
longstanding Palo Alto Foundation for Education (PAFE) to form Partners in Education (PiE). 
PiE allocates funds directly to your children’s specific schools, helping them in very tangible 
ways: 

• PiE is the only nonprofit organization devoted exclusively to raising money for all PAUSD 
schools, and the only one whose contributions can pay for additional and much-needed 
PAUSD staff. 

• PiE dollars are allocated on a per student basis so every child throughout the district 
benefits equally, and spending of PiE dollars is determined at your school site. 

• Palo Alto schools count on PiE dollars, which constitute a significant portion of the school 
site discretionary budgets: 57.4% in the elementary schools and 35.5% in the middle and 
high schools. 

• Over 91% of your donation goes directly to the schools due to PiE’s extremely low 
expenses. 

• Many community members, businesses, and foundations also recognize the importance of 
PiE; last year they contributed 55 cents for every dollar given by parents. 

We are all very lucky to live in a community so committed to education. We look forward to 
another successful year of partnering with our schools and our community to make our children’s 
education the best it can be.  You received your PiE request in your Back to School packet.  
More forms are available in the office.  You can mail your check, leave it in the office in the PiE 
box or pay online at www.papie.org.  If you have questions about this year’s campaign, please 
contact Megan Swezey Fogarty, meganfogarty@sbcglobal.net or go to www.papie.org. 
 
Did you know? 
This year El Carmelo received over $98,000 from PiE.  These funds are being used right now to 
pay for classroom aides, counseling services, Junior Museum hands-on science, Spectra art, 
and math support.  There is no other way to raise money for these staff services. 
 
Announcing PiE TEAM EL CARMELO 
The following El Carmelo parents have generously volunteered to help with our campaign this 
year and answer any of your questions.  Our goal:  to increase participation to 80%!   

Linda Stebbins Jensen 
Michele Kasper 
Linda Lee 
Leslyn Leong 
Carrie Manley 
Sandra McIntosh 

Jennifer Mutz 
Dahna Pasternak 
Asmita Runge 
Abbie Sanger 
Melinda Schuur 
Maggi Smeal 

Laurie Smith 
Radhika Thekkath 
Barbie Yates Sonner 
Greta Tan 
Celina Tracy 
Deanne Welch 
Stephanie Youngquist  

Jennifer Allen 
Liz Cowie 
Erina DuBois 
Kathleen Ford 
Molly Goodman 
Colleen Dunn Hall 
April Heron 



Issue 1   El Carmelo PTA Newsletter             September 14, 2007 

11 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Final Attendance Area Advisory Group Update  

As school ended last June, many in the El 
Carmelo community waited to hear the 
Board of Education answer the question 
whether it would make any changes to the 
attendance area boundaries of our 
elementary and middle schools.  At its June 
26th meeting, the Board determined that 
“Not now” was its answer.  Thus, the 
geographic boundaries defining which 
residents are assigned to El Carmelo 
remain unchanged. 
 
The Board also decided not to open a 13th 
elementary school yet, despite the 
Attendance Area Advisory Group’s 
(AAAG’s) recommendation to do so.  The 
Board acknowledged that the district faces 
growing enrollment pressure, but took a 
“wait and see” approach about opening 
another elementary site.  The Board spoke 
of such concerns as the expense of a new 
school and uncertainties regarding the size 
of future enrollments. 
 
Finally, the Board declined to implement 
“peer streaming,” that is, declined to allow 
students to attend the same middle school 
as the majority of their high school peers.  
The Board cited concerns such as the 
many matters still in flux (e.g., uncertainty 
about opening a new elementary school, 
lack of precise data on future enrollment, 
the high school task force’s uncompleted 
work), as well as their discomfort in 
permitting secondary schools of differing 
sizes.  Therefore, the status quo continues:  
El Carmelo students who reside in the “gray 
area” will continue to attend JLS Middle 
School followed by Palo Alto High School 
(“Paly”) for high school. 

Fortunately, although many of us in AAAG 
were disappointed at the Board’s peer-
streaming decision, the Board and the 
PAUSD administration have fully embraced 
improving the situation for JLS students 
bound for Paly.  As a direct result of the 
AAAG process and our advocacy for peer 
streaming, the District has: (1) now 
recognized that the articulation between 
JLS and Paly requires improvement, (2) 
publicly apologized for failing to recognize 
the issue sooner, and (3) included the 
concept of “peer-streaming” as one of the 
“variables” that should guide its future 
decisions regarding enrollment. 
 
Two top administrators, Associate 
Superintendents Marilyn Cook and Scott 
Laurence, have taken the responsibility to 
enhance the integration between JLS and 
Paly, so that it is comparable to the 
integration existing between JLS and Gunn.  
They expect to make substantial progress 
in implementing practices and milestones 
that can remain in place for the future, such 
as coordinated curriculum, joint concerts, 
coordination of all extra-curricular activities, 
and inclusive middle school-high school 
transition events.  Dr. Cook and Dr. 
Laurence will make periodic progress 
reports to the Board.  In addition, parents at 
JLS and Paly will continue PTA efforts to 
improve the JLS-Paly integration. 
 
Having served its purpose to advise the 
Board about accommodating growing 
enrollment, the AAAG is now dissolved.  
We are grateful to the El Carmelo 
community for your interest in and support 
of our work.   
 

Liz Cowie (lizcowie@alumni.duke.edu) and Linda Jensen (linda@winterlodge.com) 
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El Carmelo AUCTION 
 
Stephanie Youngquist (yoyo2000@pacbell.net) 

 
Thanks to all of you who donated to last year’s auction.  For those of 

you who donated one of the many fun, community building events yet 

to come and can’t find your donor reports, copies are in a white binder 

in the back of the PTA drawer in the office.  Already thinking about this 

year’s auction?   
 
Save the date - May 10th! 

Hello, we are the Mutz family, Andy, Jennifer, Hannah and Sam. We live on Cowper St. 
at Colorado, 8 blocks (1/2 mile) from school. Hannah is in 2nd grade. Since Hannah 
started Kindergarten two years ago, she has either walked or biked to school with Dad or 
Mom and her younger brother. It’s been such a lovely experience for our family. We 
highly recommend it to all El Carmelo families! 
 
If it rains and we drive, Hannah gets upset about missing our morning bike or walk. Why? 
It’s wonderful to start the day outside, in the fresh air, getting exercise. Sometimes she 
enjoys waving and talking to her friends as she starts her day: “I like the cool wind on my face.” Other times 
it’s that ten minutes with Daddy, “my own special time” with him that she treasures. (And, sometimes we 
just enjoy a walk in the rain with our umbrellas!) In either case, the benefits are clear. It’s good for our 
bodies, it’s good for the earth and it provides a fabulous transition from a hectic morning to settling into the 
classroom.  
 
Did you know? 

Safety: the more people who walk and bike the safer it will be for all our kids coming and going from 
school as it reduces vehicle traffic. 

Health: with obesity rates skyrocketing and only one-quarter of American's able to get the Surgeon 
General's recommended daily dose of exercise (just 30 minutes), walking to and from school is 
ideal for everyone’s health and well-being (both parents and kids!). 

Classroom Performance: research shows that kids who walk and bike to school perform better in the 
classroom. 

Community: parents and kids who walk and bike get to know their neighbors better and build stronger 
communities. 

Earth: walking and biking reduces the amount of pollutants emitted by cars. 
 
Obviously, some of our El Carmelo parents are coming from outside Midtown and must drive or carpool. 
Teachers who live in the neighborhood may be lugging lots of classroom materials back and forth which 
makes biking infeasible. But even for those parents who work out of the area and have long commutes, 
consider walking or biking your child to school, then returning home before hopping in your car.  El Carmelo 
will appreciate greatly your effort to reduce vehicle congestion around the campus.  
 

Why We WALK and BIKE to School 
Jennifer Mutz, Traffic Safety Committee 
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Taking a Moment to Say ‘Thank You!!’ 

Back to School SUPPLIES 
 
Thank you Megan Fisher and Melinda 
Schuur!  
 
Many of you will remember in years past 
rushing to Target with your school supplies 
list in hand to face decimated 
shelves.  Three stores later and you still 
haven’t found the Tropical colored markers 
your child’s teacher has requested.  Megan 
and Melinda took the entire teacher wish 
lists, perused all of the ads for the best 
prices, bought, stored, sorted, and delivered 
all of the supplies to the teachers.  
 
Let’s give a big thank you to Megan and 
Melinda for such a big service, saving us all 
time and money.   
 
If you haven’t yet said “Thanks” by 
reimbursing the PTA $22 per student for the 
supplies, please do. 

Back to School COFFEE 
Margie Cain 
 
We had a wonderful Back to School Coffee on the first day of school.  Over 60 parents came 
and enjoyed coffee and some wonderful homemade treats.  Thanks to all of the parents that 
helped to start off the school year so nicely:   
 

Jen Donat 
    Pen Low 
          Pam Sherwood 
                Penny Livingston 
                     Barb Sonner 
                          Elisa Schmit                                                     
                                   

Ana-Maria Dias 
     Elizabeth Maulick 
         Lisa Hartwell 
              Sherwin Wong 
                    Erika Krugler 
                      Megan Fogarty 

Miriam Rotman 
      Barb Rains, 
            Amaury Macareno 
                  Celina Tracy 
                         Abbie Wolfson Sanger 
                               Janaki Kumar 

Online ONE CHECK Form 
 
Thank you Jeff Bondor! 
 
Did you notice the PTA’s new on-line data 
collection and payment form that went out 
over email?  This new form was thanks to 
the efforts of one of our parents, Jeff Bondor. 
 
Jeff spent many volunteer hours this summer 
working on it and he continues to put in time 
collecting information for our student 
directory.  Thank you, Jeff!   
 
Thank you also to Eric Schuur, Michele 
Kasper, Ana-Maria Dias and Jeff Harrison 
who met with Jeff several times over the 
summer to advise him on the design. 
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Taking a Moment to Say ‘Thank You!!’ 

Thank you to all these VOLUNTEERS for... 

...hosting the Kinder  playdates this summer and helping 
our Kinders feel at home at El Carmelo: 
 
 Erina DuBois Mona Napaa 
 Michele Kasper Elisa Schmit 

...putting together the Hospitality folders for new families 
to help them get acquainted with Palo Alto: 
 

Penny Kerhin 

...putting together the First Day Packets with key 
information for parents: 
 
 Ileana Sterental  Michele Kasper 

...for the wonderful First Day Coffee: 
 
 Margie Cain   Jennifer Donat 

...working over the summer to get our PTA books audited: 
 

Simone Klass 

...the Ice Cream Social and Welcome Program that 
brought new families together and introduced them to our 
El Carmelo Community: 
 
 Yvette Mitchell Ana-Maria Dias 
 Michele Kasper   Erina DuBois 

...the Spanish translations that went home in the First Day 
Packets: 
 
 Moises Goldszmidt   Margarita Perrault ...to all the classroom reps that helped communicate the 

importance of PiE and PTA at Back-to-School Night: 
 
 Faith Brigel Megan Fogarty 
 Michele Kasper   Erika Krugler 
 Elizabeth Doi Simone Klass 
 Mary Baker Debra Wittenbrink 
 Liz Cowie Maggi Smeal 

...to Eric Schuur for organizing the childcare at Back-to-
School Night and to all his helpers: 
 
 Maggie S. Abi S. 
 Audrey D.  Alicia Olivier 
 Gulya Timohkin Jennifer Chu 
 Christine Ashley Maria Da Silva 
 Mirna Aguilera Martha Velez 

...working on the traffic committee to insure the safety of 
our children: 
 
 Eric Jensen Stephanie Youngquist 
 Eric Schuur  Jennifer Mutz 
 Ana-Maria Dias Michele Kasper 

...organizing and managing the information tables for 
Back-to-School Night: 
 
 Megan Fogarty  PiE 
 Liz Cowie PiE 
 Michele Kasper PTA 
 Jill Spain Auction 
 Elisa Schmit Adopt-a-Book 
 Jennifer Mutz After School Programs 
 Colleen Hall Spirit Shop 
 Oi Ha Lam eScrip 
 Chris Sanchez Tables and Food 







COMMUNITY KIOSK
Palo Alto Children’s Library’s Grand Re-opening

Come celebrate the reopening of the newly renovated Palo Alto Children’s Library (1276 Harriet St.) on
Saturday, September 29th! The day’s special events kick off at 10am at the Main Library (1213 Newell) with a
Parade of Books to Children’s Library. Little red wagons are welcome!  A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with Palo
Alto Mayor Yoriko Kishimoto will take place at 10:30am, followed by a Mural Unveiling (by artist Jeff Petersen).
Author/Illustrator Dave Keane will speak at 11am about his hilarious, popular series, Joe Sherlock, Kid
Detective. The Wing String Thing (Supervising Librarian Melinda Wing’s family band) will play at 1pm.  Local
musical favorites, Hey, Mom! perform at 3pm. Light refreshments will be served all day. There will also be
several Library Fairy Activities for children. The Library Fairy lives at Children’s Library, and it is her task to
bring stories to life.  Children’s Library now proudly welcomes its fairy — and all of the children of Palo Alto —
back home!

Childrens Health Council Parent Ed Courses - Fall/Winter Session Begins Mid-September

Many of the courses are free. Courses include:
• Homework 911! Help Your Child with Homework and Organizational Skills (grade 3 - middle school) 10/3 7-9pm
• The Joys and Challenges of Raising an Only Child (school age through adolescence) 10/8 &10/15 7-9pm
• Prejudice is Learned: Prepare Yourself to Help your Child Understand and Appreciate the Many Customs and

Celebrations Found in our Multicultural World 10/13 9am-1pm
• Connecting with Your Kids: A Workshop for Dads (infant through school age) 10/13 9am-1pm
• I Hate Homework! (4th grade through high school) 10/17 7-9pm
• Grandparenting: The Joys and Challenges (all ages) 10/23 10-11:30am

The complete Fall/Winter 2007 Parent Education brochure is now available with class listings, instructors, fees and
registration information.
For information visit: www.chconline.org/pdf/fallparented07.pdf

PAUSD Area Events
September 14, 2007  Issue 2

Grand Opening Ceremony
of Heritage Park Play Structure

Sunday, September 23rd, 1pm at Heritage
Park (on Homer Ave, Palo Alto, between
Waverley & Bryant)

Come to the park for an afternoon celebration,
bring a picnic, some refreshments and listen to
the live music provided by neighborhood band
“Grounds for Dismissal”.

For more information please go to
www.friendsofpaparks.org.

Palo Alto Walks & Rolls!

For Safer Streets, Healthier Bodies, A Greener Planet

Mon.-Fri. Oct. 1-5, PAUSD students will celebrate
International Walk to School Week by using alternatives to
solo driving to school: walking, biking, skating, riding the
bus, & carpooling. Students will be joined by local
businesses that are encouraging workers & restaurant
patrons to “Walk & Roll” to work and to lunch. The
elementary school campaign includes raffles for school
commute gear: bike odometers & flags, reflectors, &
pedometers donated by our partners, Palo Alto Medical
Foundation & Google. Participating students’ names will be
placed on a "Walk & Roll Wall of Fame” at each school.
Watch for more info at your school site!

 Children’s Library Book Collection Project  September 29 – October 8th

Visitors to the newly remodeled Children’s Library can honor Palo Alto’s 67 years supporting children’s reading
by donating new or gently used children’s books to help open a library in Botswana’s Sebako Primary School.
A book collection box will be at the Palo Alto Children’s Library from September 29 through October 8th.
Paperbacks for children up to age 11 preferred.  For more information, contact
TatiAfricanLibraryProject@yahoo.com and visit www.africanlibraryproject.org.



Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo
Alto Council of PTAs or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD
elementary school families are considered for publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.
Next deadline: September 19, 2007; 5pm
Please email submissions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – September 14, 2007

5th Annual Running Of The Bulls

5K Fun Run & Walk, & Running of the
Calves Kid Races
Sunday Oct. 7, at Peers Park, Palo Alto.

Track & field clinic for kids aged 5-12 -- it's
included in registration, & staffed by USATF
coaches & Olympic-level athletes! Kids 12 &
under race in 1-year age groups against
"bulls" & "cows".  Costumes encouraged!
Prizes, awards, & loads of fun athletics for
the whole family.
Info, registration: http://bulls5k.com. $5 from
each entry fee goes to Partners in Education.
Mark your calendars and participate for PiE!
http://papie.org/newsCal.shtml#bulls

Gamble Garden Community Day

October 7th from 11 am to 3 pm
1431 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
www.gamblegarden.org

The Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden will host its
3rd Annual Community Day on October 7th,
2007!  Designed as a Country Faire for the
whole family, activities will include the
following:

 How honey is made
 Digging for Worms Contest
 Craft Projects
 Creating Leaf Prints
 Children's Sing-along
 Flower Arrangements
 Treasure Hunt
 House and Garden Tours

The entertainment will include musical
groups from the local high schools. Gamble
Garden is a local non-profit that works to
educate people about gardening, caring for
the environment and related horticultural
activities.

High School Task Force Meetings

Educators and parents on a task force are meeting over the
next few months to discuss ways to make high school a
successful experience for all students, especially as our
enrollment rises.

September 19, 2007
October 3, 10, 17, 24, and 29, 2007
November 7, 14, and 28, 2007

High School Task Force meetings are at 25 Churchill
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, 6-8pm.

More information at
  http://www.pausd.org/community/HighSchoolTaskForce

AYSO Kindergarten Soccer

6 week AYSO Kinder League Soccer Begins September 29

If your child is in kindergarten and is interested in soccer, see
http://www.ayso26.org to find out more about the program.

For more information, please contact the registrar at
registrar-07@ayso26.org.

23rd Annual PA Weekly Moonlight Run & Walk

Friday Sept. 28, Palo Alto Baylands.

5K walk, 10K walk, & 5K run.
Pre-registration deadline, Friday Sept. 21.
Info & online registration,
http://paloaltoonline.com/moonlight_run/index-before.php
or contact Rachel Palmer, rpalmer@paweekly.com

PA Weekly 22nd Annual Short Story Contest

No entry fee for young writers under 18.
Entry Deadline, Friday Oct. 12. Rules & entry form:
http://paloaltoonline.com/short_story/entry.php

or contact Rachel Palmer, rpalmer@paweekly.com
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On the Calendar Sept-Oct 
*Note: All PTA Unit President, 
Council and School Board meetings 
are at 25 Churchill unless otherwise 
noted. School Board meetings also 
on cable channel 28. 
 
Sept 12, 6:30pm School Board 
 
Sept 15, 8:30-12:30pm 6th Dist 
Leadership Training, SJ 
 
Sept 19, 9:00am PTA Unit 
Presidents 
 
Sept 26, 8:30 PTAC Leadership 
Training 
 
Sept 26, 6:30pm School Board 
 
Sept 27, 7:00pm Parent Ed- Your 
Teenager’s Brain,  
 
Sept 28, Moonlight Run & Walk, 
Palo Alto Baylands 
 
Sept 29, 10:00am Children’s 
Library Re-Opening, Main Library 
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Greeting from the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 

another new school year. I hope you all had a wonderful summer 
ily, friends, and vacations. As you gear up for the many school activities
ld like you to start thinking about getting involved in your child’s 
ough your Parent Teacher Association (PTA). 

 valuable support organization for our neighborhood schools. The PTA 
es as a unifying element for the individual school PTAs (units) and is 
to the district, state and national PTA organizations. The Council 
mmunication channel between the PAUSD district and the community. 
istrict-wide parent education programs, connects public service 
 to the PTAs, and offers countless valuable programs and services. It 
nized parent input, feedback and support on educational issues and 
 the district, local government, and the community to promote 
xcellence for all our students. 

provides a wonderful opportunity to address programs and concerns at a 
level and is a direct link to the school board and the administration. Our 
promote and advocate for the welfare of all our children; link and 
TAs; and involve parents and the community through communication, 
 education.  

ou to support and join the PTA or PTSA at your school. I also would 
nsider taking a leadership position at the Council level where you will 
rger effort to advocate for all the students in our school district. For 
tion, please view our website at www.paloaltopta.org. 

y yours, 
 
A Council President, 2007/2008 
ent Involvement Important? 

ortant it is for parents to be actively involved in their child’s education. 
to parental involvement: 
education at home, they do better in school. And when parents are 
ol—and the schools they attend are better. 
ent achievement from preschool through high school. A home 

 important to student achievement than income, education level or 

arning activities in the home than is math or science. Reading aloud to 
ents can do to increase their children’s chance of reading success. 
ad to them also supports reading achievement. 
t school, children perform better academically. 
re consistently associated with higher student achievement: actively 
ing with homework and discussing school matters. 
 child’s educational process, the more powerful the effects. 
proved student achievement, reduced absenteeism, improved behavior, 

ldren’s schooling. 
National Education Association

Parent Involvement Commission



 

 

Support our Kids! Join Your School’s PTA! 
Be Part of a National Network of People Who Believe in the Education

and Welfare of our Children and Youth. 
 

The Palo Alto Parent-Teacher Associations and Parent-Teacher-Student Associations welcome into 
membership all persons interested in the welfare of children and youth without regard to race, color, 
creed or national origin. Associations are organized at each Palo Alto Public School. 
      
     PTA Membership Provides 

• Trained volunteers to assist with leadership development and to offer guidance. 
• General liability insurance protection for PTA volunteers (paid for by each PTA). 
• Materials pertaining to PTA job descriptions. 
• Informed volunteer advocates in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. 
• Publications on all subjects of PTA concern and resource people who can provide guidance. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Councilor 
The Newsletter of the Palo Alto 
Council of PTAs is published 
monthly. 
 
Dan Dykwel 
   PTA Council President 
Darice Koo 
   Councilor Editor 
 
Dr Kevin Skelly 
   PAUSD Superintendent 
 
The mention of any business or 
service in this newsletter does not 
imply endorsement by either the 
Palo Alto Council of PTAs or the 
Palo Alto Unified School District.
      Purposes of the PTA 
• To promote the welfare of children and youth. 
• To raise the standards of home life. 
• To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth. 
• To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and teachers may cooperate 

intelligently in the education of children and youth. 
• To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will secure for all 

children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social, and spiritual education. 
 
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs represents all 17 PTAs in Palo Alto. Every individual who is a 
member of a Palo Alto unit PTA or PTSA is also a member of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs, 6th 

District PTA, California State PTA and the National PTA. 
 
     Your PTA Unit, The Palo Alto Council of PTAs and 6th District PTA

• Has input to California State PTA policy through the annual convention by sending voting        
delegates and submitting resolutions. 

• Provides regular communication to the parent and teacher community through printed 
newsletters, eNews and websites. 

• Provides background information on youth-related subjects to members; including concerns 
about state and national issues and requests for action when needed. 

• Meets regularly with your principal, school staff members, PAUSD and Santa Clara District 
Administrators to share mutual concerns and goals. 

• Organizes and trains volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Calendar (continued from 
page 1) 
 
Oct 1-5, Palo Alto Walks & Rolls 
 
Oct 3, 9:00am PTAC Exec Board 
 
Oct 7, Running of the Bulls, Peers 
Park 
 
Oct 10, 6:30pm School Board 
 
10/12, No School, Staff 
Development Day 
 
Oct 17, 9:00am PTA Unit 
Presidents 
 
Oct 24, 7:00pm PTA Council 
meeting/Parent Ed Community 
Conversation with Dr Kevin Skelly 
 
Oct 24, 6:30pm School Board/ 
Secondary SIP’s 
 

 

• Provides community building programs and parent education. 
• Supports adequate funding for public education and programs for children and youth. 
• Cooperates with other organizations, committees and allied agencies to work for children any 

youth. 
• Is represented in Sacramento and Washington, D.C., through PTA legislative advocates. 

 
For information about California State and National PTA services and programs go to the California 
State PTA and National PTA Websites: www.capta.org and www.pta.org 

 

 
 
 
 

School Board 
Candidates Forums 
are being held 
throughout Palo Alto. 
Check with your 
neighborhood school for
forum dates. 
Palo Alto Walks & Rolls- October 1-5 
For Safer Streets, Healthier Bodies, A Greener Planet 

 
October 1-5 Palo Alto Unified School District students along with children around the globe will choose alternatives to solo driving to school 
by walking, biking, skating, riding the bus, and carpooling to celebrate International Walk to School Day. This year, for the first time, 
students will be joined by local businesses that are encouraging workers and restaurant patrons to “Walk & Roll” to work and to lunch. The 
program emphasizes the health, safety and environmental benefits of using alternatives other than solo driving as often as possible.  
 
The City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Unified School District and the Palo Alto Council of PTAs have formed a Safe Routes to School partnership 
focused on reducing risk, for students on their school commutes and encouraging more families to use alternatives to driving to school more 
often.  Expanding this effort to businesses and the larger community is a natural next step. 
 
Planned activities include: a Walk & Roll Hall of Fame, a raffle for prizes (bike odometers, reflectors, bike safety flags, and pedometers 
donated by Palo Alto Medical Foundation and Google). Look for more information at your school site! 


