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DECEMBER and JANUARY 

Dec 11 - 
Dec 21 -  

Dec 22-Jan 4 - 
Jan 7 - 
Jan 8 - 

Jan 10 - 

PAUSD Board Meeting 
Minimum Day (Dismissal at 1:30) 
Winter Break 
El Carmelo School Site Council Mtg (3:15 pm) 
PAUSD Board Meeting 
Carmeletter Deadline 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

The 
Directories 
are here!  

 
(see pg 9) 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 
Enjoy the Winter 

Break 

The Flu Season is upon us, so please 
take all the necessary precautions. 

Please read page 12 for more 
information. 
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Principal’s Letter 

Dear El Carmelo Parents, Students, and Community,  
 
During this time of year family and friends typically get together and 
celebrate in the spirit of the season.  Most of us have much for 
which to be thankful and take the time and opportunity to embrace 
“our family” in the spirit of appreciation.  There are also some in our 
midst and many around the world who are struggling.  I want to 
encourage all of us to “reach out” and extend a helping hand 
wherever and whenever possible, either directly or through 
organizations that provide support to those in need.  In either case, 
please take the time to embrace and express that joy with those 
close to you and with others, as possible. 
 
I want to express my personal gratitude for your thoughtful, kind and 
ongoing support.  That support has come in various ways, but all 
has directly benefited our children.  As such, the PiE Fundraising 
drive that will benefit our school next year is currently taking place 
and many have already contributed to the cause.  I thank you in 
advance for any and all donations that will make it possible to 
maintain the level of support we currently offer at El Carmelo. 
 
It has been fulfilling for me to observe the children mature, both 
academically and emotionally, and although the year is quickly 
passing, I look forward to returning from the winter break in January 
to see the “burst” of learning that usually takes place this time of the 
year. 
 
The El Carmelo staff and I wish you and yours a warm, safe, and 
fun-filled holiday season.  We look forward to an exciting rest of the 
year— when we return in January 2008. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Lupe García  

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 
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PTA Presidents’ Letter 

Dear El Carmelo Families, 
 
After listening to our principal, teachers, parents and children, the 
PTA has made a recommendation for spending the surplus funds of 
$33,000, to be voted on for approval at the next PTA meeting on 
Tuesday December 11 at 7:00 pm. The recommendation is as 
follows: 
 
Level Readers - $20,000 
Our teachers have asked for Level Readers for all grades; these are 
books on engaging topics that allow differentiated reading 
instruction. In other words the same story is presented with 
different vocabulary to address all levels of readers. Our PTA is 
recommending funding this at a total of $20,000. 
 
Classroom Audio Systems - $13,000 
For the remaining $13,000 our teachers and parents have 
requested audio enhancement systems for as many classrooms as 
possible. The PTA recommends outfitting eight classrooms with 
such audio systems designed specifically for schools. Imagine 
yourself as a child in a classroom sitting in the back row. Your 
teacher is lecturing and turns to write on the blackboard while 
continuing to talk. “What did she just say?” you wonder as your 
attention drifts to a passing car. Does this sound familiar? 
Unfortunately this is a common experience for all our children. Our 
children work hard to learn and when they can’t consistently hear 
the teacher clearly it makes it even harder. The good news is that 
with modern technology there are systems available to correct for 
this. Thanks to one of our parents, Carrie Manley, we have been 
able to expose several of our teachers to these systems and they 
love the improved focus of the class. There will be a demonstration 
of the classroom audio system at the beginning of the PTA meeting 
on the 11th. 
 
We hope you can attend this meeting. In addition to the audio 
demonstration we will have a guest speaker, Mr. Greg Lynch, from 
PAUSD food services, who will be here to get your input on how to 
improve the school hot lunches.  Please join us at the PTA meeting 
on December 11; we need your 
voice and your vote. 
 
Ana-Maria Dias   Michele Kasper 
PTA President   PTA Executive VP 

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 



Issue 4   El Carmelo PTA Newsletter                December 7, 2007 

4 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Time 
is running  out  

Receive your 2007 tax deduction 
with a Year-end Gift to 

Palo Alto Partners in Education 
 
El Carmelo programs depend on your support! 
 

Thanks to all who have already made a gift! 
Every gift, no matter the amount, will help our 

children. 
Forms are available in the office or donate online 

at www.papie.org 
Tax deadline: December 31, 2007  



Issue 4  El Carmelo PTA Newsletter                December 7, 2007 

5 www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org 

Upcoming Events  

This winter, El Carmelo 4th and 5th graders will have the opportunity to participate in the 
upcoming school play, “Beanie and the Bamboozling Book Machine.” The script is based 
on an original story by Bob May, in which a school science project goes haywire and allows 
some famous storybook villains to come to life. As they begin to wreak a bit of havoc, 
Beanie must figure out how to get them back into their books with the help of the good guys 
from the same stories. It’s a cute play with a bit of humor and excitement, and should be 
fun for audiences of all ages. The play will be directed by the California Theatre Center, a 
professional, non-profit, education-oriented theatre company based in Sunnyvale, and will 
be sponsored/underwritten by the El Carmelo PTA. 
 
The rehearsal schedule begins with auditions on Weds., Jan. 9th, and continues over a ten-
week period, culminating in two evening performances (Thurs., Mar. 13th and Fri., Mar. 
14th) and one matinee performance (Sat., Mar. 15th) in the El Carmelo MP Room. Those 
4th and 5th graders who are interested in participating and have not yet picked up a 
registration packet may contact Rebecca Davis (325-1580 or rebeccardavis@gmail.com). 
Completed packets are due in to the El Carmelo office no later than Mon., Dec. 17th. 
 
We hope everyone in the El Carmelo community will support our aspiring actors by 
attending the performances! Beginning in March, ticket order forms will be available to 
download from the El Carmelo PTA website (http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/) or to 
pick up from the school office. We hope you and your family will enjoy the show!  

El Carmelo Theater Production 

Presenting El Carmelo’s 2008 Theatre Production: Beanie and the 
Bamboozling Book Machine!  

Learn About Hot Lunch at the Next PTA Meeting 

Interested in improving your child’s school hot lunch? 
 
Greg Lynch is in charge of food services at the Palo Alto school district.  He will be at the 
PTA meeting on Tuesday, December 11, 7:00 pm, at El Carmelo to get your input on how to 
improve the lunches.  
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     A freak snow storm hit the Winter Lodge on Friday, Oct. 26 at approximately 7:20pm. As fate 
would have it, this highly unusual micro-weather pattern occurred just as a large pack of 
enthusiastic El Carmelo children on skates were gathering together on the Winter Lodge rink, 
chanting “Snow, Snow, Snow!” Within seconds, under remarkably clear skies and a full autumn 
moon, the isolated flurries suddenly swirled over center ice for several sparkling magical 
minutes, as dozens of children clamored to catch the many flying flakes. 
 
     Witnesses say it was hard to tell who appeared happier at the sight of snow in Palo Alto: the 
dozens of smiling children with arms out-stretched high to catch the floating flurries, or the 
dozens of beaming parents who quickly flocked along the rail to watch a moment of pure 
childhood enchantment. 
 
     This surprise snow storm capped off a wonderful night of family fun at our annual El Carmelo 
Night at Palo Alto’s historic Winter Lodge. For more than fifty years, children in Midtown have 
enjoyed this cool community treasure in their own “backyard,” the first permanent outdoor rink 
built west of the Sierras.  This year, El Carmelo’s popular PTA event brought together some 200 
children and parents. Some of the younger children practicing skating (and making shaved-ice 
snowballs) in the indoor rink, while other kids glided, zoomed (and occasionally crashed) under 
the stars on the outdoor rink.  Contented non-skaters found their cozy spot by the outdoor brick 
fireplace, warmed by cups of hot chocolate and the good company of dear friends, large and 
small. 
 
     For this “only in Palo Alto ” pleasure, we thank Winter Lodge Executive Director (and El 
Carmelo mom) Linda Jensen and her wonderful staff. Also, a big thank you goes to our terrific 
PTA event organizer, Yi-Mei  Chang, and her volunteers: Debbie Spaizman, Gary Anwyl, Tracy 
Chen, Jane Garvey, Anne and Asaf Morag, Pilar Macuil, Erina DuBois, Sandra McIntosh, Eric 
Schuur, Grace Lee, Debbie Aiu, Vered Shomron, Kieran Sherlock and former ice skating 
Olympic gold medalist (in her own mind) Carrie Manley.  

El Carmelo Kids: COOL AS ICE!  
By Carrie Manley 
A Winter Lodge Exclusive 

This season you and your child can help make a difference in the life of a homeless person.  
Join us after school at Walter Hayes and make warm fleece shawls, decorated with “Hugs”, for 
the homeless in our community.  
 

When: Wed. Dec. 13th 1:45-3:30 
Where: Walter Hays MP Room 

 
Questions? Contact Jean Young at jean@jeanyoung.com or 322-8067.  

After-School Program: Holiday Hugs for the Homeless   
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Bike riders, please watch out:  when crossing the intersection where there’s a 
crossing guard, do not ride across with the pedestrians.  Instead, get off and 
walk your bike across the street. 
 
That is the word from the crossing guard supervisor.  It was 
not intuitive to me, and I am guessing a lot of kids don't 
know this rule. 
 
The reason to walk your bike is that it is a vehicle.  When 
cars stop for the crossing guard, people on bikes must 
stop too.  Although a bicyclist could wait and cross with the 
cars, that would be less safe than walking the bike with the 
pedestrians. 
 
Please spread the word to the bicyclists in your family.  
Thank you for keeping El Carmelo streets safe!  

Sa
fe

ty
 Ti

ps
 

A Safety Tip for Bicyclists 
By Liz Cowie 

Sa
fe

ty
 Ti

ps
 

Sa
fe

ty
 Ti

ps
 

Unfortunately, we have experienced a 
recent bike theft at El Carmelo and want 
to remind everyone to please: 
 
• lock your bike with a strong lock,  
• and do not leave your bike overnight.  

WALK your 
bike across 

the street at 
the 

intersections 
with crossing 

guards. 

Guard Against Theft of Your Bike 
By Liz Cowie 
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Ten Mile Club 
By Liz Cowie 

It is fun to see all the students out running with Ten Mile Club, every Tuesday (conditions 
permitting) at lunch recess next to Room 22.  Congratulations to Hoyoung and Daniel, both of 
whom have run 10 miles at El Carmelo! 
 
There are several prizes to choose from when students reach 50 laps (10 miles).  Stop by 
next to Room 22 on Tuesday at lunch and take a look! 
 
A free bottle of water is also available to any student who runs 5 (or more) laps on a given 
day.  The laps all have to be run on the same day to qualify for a water bottle.  We want all 
kids to stay hydrated, so please remind your student to make liberal use of the drinking 
fountain at recess time. 
 
And, as always, please remember to wear sneakers!  

PTA Wardrobe is Accepting Donations for its Winter Drive 
By Amanda Templeton  

The PTA Wardrobe provides new and gently used clothing to PAUSD families free of charge.  In 
addition, the Wardrobe provides low-cost rental of ski clothing and boots. 
 
Right now, we are especially in need of new underclothing and socks for boys and girls and ski 
boots for all ages.  We always accept gently used clothing of any kind that you feel might be 
useful to another family.  You will find a basket to collect donations just outside of the school 
office. 
 
If you would like to use the Wardrobe, feel free to visit at Jordon Middle School at 2263 
Middlefield Rd.  It is open on Wednesdays from 2 pm to 5 pm and Saturdays from 10 am to 1 
pm.  You can call 858 0654 for more information; or check out: www.paloaltopta.org/new/
wardrobe.html 
 
Thank you so much for your donations!  
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Hot Off the Press—El Carmelo Directories! 

The El Carmelo student directories are here! 
 
Our thanks to parent Jeff Bondor, who spent many, many hours 
compiling and organizing the data. 
 
All PTA members will receive a directory in the Friday folder.   If you are not already a PTA 
member, you can still join for only $10. Sign-up forms are in the school office.  There is no 
obligation to being a PTA member other than becoming part of a great organization, plus you 
get a very useful student directory.  The directories list families’ contact information as well as 
class lists.  

The aim of our Conflict Resolution program at El Carmelo is to help all of us learn ways to be 
friends, to keep disagreements from growing and to solve problems peacefully.  The program 
also supports our school rules of Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Safe.  Over the past 10 
years we have built common vocabulary and approaches that all staff know and reinforce.  
Sessions are scattered through the year to keep the concepts on the minds of all.  If you would 
like to sit in on a session, check the schedule with your child’s teacher and come join us.   

Conflict Resolution at El Carmelo 

Mark your calendar for a fun 
evening! The biggest fundraiser at El 

Carmelo—The Auction. 
 

May 10, 2008 
Stanford Faculty 

Club 
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Your PTA Dollars at Work 

Carmeletter Submissions: carmeletter@paloaltopta.org 
 

eNews Submissions: elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org 
 

Subscribe to eNews: marjordomo@laki.pausd.org (with  
 “subscribe el Carmelo” in the subject line) 

eScrip is a free and painless way for El Carmelo PTA to raise money to pay for computers, field 
trips, math lab supplies and a variety of other things at our school.  To participate simply register 
your credit, debit, Safeway and Macy’s cards with eScrip; then every time you shop at 
participating merchants between 2% and 4% of what you spend will automatically be donated to 
El Carmelo.    

eScrip is FREE MONEY for El Carmelo 

Shop on-line through eScrip— 
Earn EVEN MORE Money for ELCarmelo 

If you shop on-line for the holidays do it through eScrip.  In addition to the 90+ merchants who 
contribute money to El Carmelo when you shop at their stores, many other merchants 
participate when you shop online through the eScrip website.  To earn money for El Carmelo 
simply go to www.escrip.com and select Online Mall.  You can then link to a variety of 
merchants such as Target, Oriental Trading, Toys R Us and many more. 
 
Every parent that signs up makes a difference.  Last year our PTA received over $10,000 from 
eScrip. 
 
To find a list of participating merchants and to register go to www.escrip.com. 
 
For more information contact: Ana-Maria Dias, (326-5054) or anamaria_am99@yahoo.com. 

So far this year your PTA dollars have paid for the following: 
• Technology - $9,179 
• Teachers’ Fund to be used in the classroom - $6,440 
• School Supplies not covered by parents’ reimbursement - $4,555 
• PE and Recess Equipment - $1,093 
• Math Lab Supplies - $725 
• Student Assembly Program - $500 
• Parent Education Programs - $479 
• Carmeletter and School Handbook Printing Costs - $500  
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Spotlight on Nan Knoblauch 
By Ana-Maria Dias 

Which El Carmelo teacher was a financial planner in her first 
career, and ran a fabric, graphics and sewing business in her 
second career?  Which teacher also is passionate about global 
warming education and lives within blocks of El Carmelo? 
 
If you guessed Nan Knoblauch, one of our 5th grade teachers, 
you’d be right. 
 
Mrs. Knoblauch has taught at El Carmelo for ten years (four 
years teaching 4th grade and five years teaching 5th grade), and her connection with the school 
community started long before.  A neighborhood resident, her first role was as a parent with two 
sons who both attended El Carmelo.  She worked here as a volunteer, including a couple of 
years as PTA president.  When Mrs. Knoblauch’s youngest entered first grade, she became an 
aide in both regular and special education.  Realizing that teaching was what she really enjoyed, 
she embarked on graduate school seven years later and then taught in the Mountain View district 
for four years.  Her graduate school mentor happened to be the principal of El Carmelo at the 
time, and invited Mrs. Knoblauch to apply when a teaching opportunity arose. 
 
A woman of many talents and interests, Mrs. Knoblauch (or Mrs. K as her students call her) also 
enjoys a number of hobbies.  You might see her out for a bike ride or a walk.  She rises early and 
enjoys reading before her daily workout, and in the evening relaxes with her husband as she 
knits.  Her fifth graders know she makes excellent applesauce, too! 
 
Mrs. Knoblauch is fortunate to have many family members, including nieces and nephews, 
nearby.  One of her sons works for an ambulance company and attends school in Alameda.  Her 
other son, a former NBC cameraman, lives in Germany, where he is continuing his journalism 
career with the Armed Forces Network.  Mrs. Knoblauch was delighted to have visited her son 
and his wife in Germany last summer.  Coincidentally, her daughter-in-law teaches school there, 
but started out with no books.  Hearing of this, parents of El Carmelo students donated many 
books, a generous gift that Mrs. Knoblauch recounts with gratitude. 
 
When asked whom she’d invite to dinner if she could invite any two people, Mrs. Knoblauch 
chose both her mom and Al Gore.  Mrs. Knoblauch admires Mr. Gore’s courageous actions in 
focusing the world’s attention on global warming.  She herself is passionate about this issue, and 
brings her understanding of it to the solar energy unit that she teaches. 
 
Mrs. Knoblauch clearly enjoys being a part of this community.  Reflecting on her years with El 
Carmelo, first as a parent, then an aide, and now a teacher, she finds that the “basic goodness 
and values” of El Carmelo families remain constant. 
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Notes from the PAUSD Nurse—The FLU SEASON is here 
The flu season is upon us. This means we should be vigilant about taking care of our loved ones and ourselves. 
 
PREVENTION: 
General Knowledge about Staying Healthy and Preventing Colds and Flu 
 
* Get plenty of rest (the average adolescent needs 8 to 9 hours of sleep each night). Yes, I said EIGHT to NINE 

hours of sleep! Adults could use that much also. 
* Diet: Maintain a well balanced diet that includes at least 5 servings each day of fruits and vegetables. (I find that 

many students don’t take the time to have any food before coming to school!  Even a bit of fruit or toast is better 
than nothing!) 

* Fluids: Drink 6-8 glasses of water each day. This helps our bodies stay well balanced 
* Exercise DAILY. Even short walks during breaks can help 
* WASH YOUR HANDS!!!!! Numerous studies have shown that hand-washing is the simplest way to prevent the 

spread of colds, flu and other infectious diseases.  Use warm water and soap and wash for at least 10 seconds. 
* Think prevention. Dress appropriately for the weather.  The shorts season is gone. Appropriate clothing allows 

the body to work on fighting off viruses rather than working at staying warm. 
* REMEMBER THE SNEEZE —- Try not to sneeze into your hand.  Rather, use a sleeve or tissue. Wash your 

hands frequently if you are coughing or sneezing a lot.  ALWAYS cover your mouth with something when you 
sneeze or cough. 

* Please consult your doctor for advice on receiving a flu 
     shot. It is not too late to get a flu shot this year. 
 
It is important to understand that a cold is different from the flu.  Below is a comparison between cold symptoms 
and flu symptoms. 
 

 
 
WHAT TO DO IF THE FLU STRIKES YOU? 
 
* Rest, Rest, Rest. 
* Stay well hydrated (Drink plenty of liquids). 
* Check with your health care providers about the best “Over-the-Counter” treatments of the symptoms. 
* Stay Home! 
* Students, teachers and family members who become ill -- whether from a cold or the flu, should stay home. 

There are enough germs floating around! 
* People who do not have an illness need a fighting chance to stay healthy 
* If you have a fever -- Stay Home. 
* If you have a severe cough that cannot be suppressed with over the counter cough medication -- Stay Home 

Symptom COLD FLU 

Fever Rare Usually high (between 102-104 
F) 

Headache Rare Often and may be severe 

General aches and pains Only rarely and only slightly Usually occurs and may be 
severe 

Fatigue and weakness Only mild and for a short time Can last up to 3 weeks 

Extreme Exhaustion Never Early and may be extreme 

Stuffy Nose Usually Rarely 

Sneezing Usual Rarely 

Sore Throat Usual Rarely 

Chest Discomfort, Cough Mild discomfort with a hacking 
cough 

Sometimes and may become 
severe 
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School Bullying: What Every Parent Needs to Know 
By Carrie Manley 
PTA Parent Education Rep 

When you think of a bully, what comes to mind? A mean, big kid, picking on a smaller child for lunch money?  
In fact, bullying or what’s also known as social cruelty, comes in many forms and can often go “under the 
radar” at elementary schools. Bullying behavior, can be mild, moderate, or severe—but whatever its degree, 
it is harmful behavior for all involved, and adults need to explicitly teach children that bullying, in any form, is 
never okay. 
 
At our recent PTA parent education event at El Carmelo, “Bullies, Targets, and Bystanders: 
Creating a Caring Community,” we learned that by age 8, children who have been named  
by schoolmates as “bullies” are more often likely to be bullies throughout their lives. We 
learned that boys and girls are equally capable of being bullies, though the style of 
bullying may vary by gender.  And we learned the emotional scars from social cruelty 
can last a lifetime—not only for the child who is bullied, but also for the child who is 
the bully, and for the children who are the bystanders. 
 
Our speaker, respected social worker Gloria Moscowitz-Sweet, explained bullying is 
far different from typical—and very normal—disagreements among siblings or friends. 
She said bullying always has three significant elements: 

●Imbalance of power 
●Intent to harm (physically or emotionally 
●The implicit or explicit threat of further aggression 

 
Bullying can come in a variety of forms. Physical bullying accounts for less than one-third of all bullying 
incidents. Verbal social cruelty accounts for 70% of all reported cases. What is known as “relational bullying,” 
is often the most difficult to detect by the casual, outside observer; it is the systematic, and deliberate 
ignoring, isolating, excluding and shunning of a person. Though perhaps not so immediately apparent as a 
physical assault, the cumulative impact of truly ignoring another person’s existence, can be powerfully 
devastating in its own way. One man, who had been shunned for many years as a child, described his 
resulting emotional pain as “death by a thousand cuts.” 
 
Moscowitz-Sweet said some children are more prone to being bullied; the child who is not so emotionally 
resilient may become a satisfying target for the child who enjoys the feeling of power that comes with 
bullying. But Moscowitz-Sweet said as adults we need to deeply understand that all children, no matter what 
their innate temperament or vulnerability, need and deserve our respect—and the respect of their peers. 
 
Moscowitz-Sweet said it is important for children to learn how to recognize bullying early on and they need to 
learn how to speak up, on behalf of the victim. A school-based comprehensive anti-bullying program can 
provide teachers and parents the tools, training and specific curriculum and protocol needed to create a safe, 
caring community for all children at all grade levels. Children who are identified as having bullied another 
child, are not punished. They are required to make amends, not with just a quick “I’m sorry.” Instead, they 
have to do something positive (such as write a letter of apology or read a book to children in a younger 
class). This approach encourages the child who bullies to learn more positive social skills and empathy.  
Moscowitz says the earlier these lessons in caring begin, the better. 
 
For more information on related books and websites for parents and teachers, go to the El Carmelo PTA 
website home page at http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/ (scroll down to find the link).  Our website also 
includes a list of recommended literature for children on this important issue. 
 
Thank you to our PTA, as well as the PTAs at our neighboring schools, Palo Verde, Hoover and Fairmeadow 
for sponsoring this event. Discussions are now underway for a possible follow-up event at Palo Verde. 
Moscowitz-Sweet can be reached at the non-profit agency, Parents Place in Palo Alto. (650) 688-3040.  

Go to the 
PTA website 

for more 
information 
on bullying. 
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Taking a Moment to Say ‘Thank You’ 

Thank you! - - from Girl Scout Troop 897 
 
The Fifth grade Junior Girl Scout Troop 897 would like to 
thank all the families that donated Halloween costumes for 
the children at the Opportunity Center.  Girl Scout Troop 
897 served dinner at the Opportunity Center on Friday, 
Oct. 26th and delivered the costumes to the families there.  
If you are looking for a wonderful way to serve the 
community, contact the Kristin Chandler, the house 
manager of the Opportunity Center. 
 
If you haven't had a chance to check out the newly 
replanted reading garden, please do.  Ten girl scouts from 
Troop 897 along with family members spent four hours 
Saturday, Oct. 20th pruning & transplanting bushes, 
digging and amending soil, sanding and staining benches, 
and planting beautiful spring flowers and bulbs for the 
children at El Carmelo to enjoy.  It really looks 
transformed!!!  

...to all those families that participated in the book fair this fall! 
Especially Michele Kasper and Erika Krugler and to all their 
helpers. 
 
This year people who made a donation to our library wrote their 
names on a snowflake and posted it on the wall.  By the end of the 
week we had a blizzard on the wall and raised over $100.00 for the 
library.  Our overall sales brought almost $2,000.00 to the PTA. 
 
A big thank you to all the parents who volunteered their time:  
Sherwin Wong Fabienne Bismuth Barbara Sonner 
Hilary Smith Erina DuBois Linda Jensen 
Kelly Zenger Gwen Fisher Julia Jacobsen 
Kathleen Ford Asmita Runge Jennifer Chu 
Ana-Maria Dias Jeonghyun Oh Pilar Macuil 
Beata Madej  Penny Livingston Elisa Schmit 
Sandra McIntosh 
 
Mark your calendar for the Spring Book Fair: April 7 – 10.  

...to the hosts of the PiE Wine and Cheese 
 
Melinda Schuur 
 Erina DuBois and  
  Michele Kasper  
hosted an informative evening on the subject of 
PiE (Partners in Education) at Melinda’s home 
on November 29th.  Thank you, ladies, for such 
a valuable and welcoming event, and for the 
tasty treats.   
 
Thank you also to our tireless PiE 
representative: 
 Megan Fogarty, and to  
  Michael Schuur  
for staying up late to watch Pepper and Wiggles 
so that the rest of us could learn more about an 
important topic.  

...to everyone who took the time to 
carve and bring a pumpkin to the 
Pumpkin Project. 
 
A special ‘thank you’ to Barbara Rains 
and Mona Napaa for once again 
organizing the Pumpkin Project.  
 
We are going to miss you next year, 
Barbara, when your daughter 
graduates! 

...to everyone who participated in 
our Original Works fundraiser. 
 
A huge thank you to Stephanie 
Youngquist, our VP of Fundraising, for 
managing this fundraiser. Stephanie 
brings amazing commitment to our 
children.  She not only does the 
fundraising for our PTA but also makes 
sure that all necessary supplies are in 
place for math lab.   Thanks so much, 
Stephanie!  



Living LEGO-cy: Legendary LEGOs and Terrific 
Trains
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2007 through Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008

The Museum of American Heritage (MOAH), The Bay Area LEGO® User 
Group (BayLUG) and Bay Area LEGO Train Club (BayLTC) are again 
combining forces this winter to repeat last year's spectacular Holiday 
season display at MOAH. MOAH visitors can explore a variety of LEGO 
creations and an operating LEGO train layout featuring a wide variety of 
creations by club members. Featuring Holidays in the Bay Area, a 12 by 25 
foot train layout incorporating multiple trains running through city, farm, 
and suburban scenes. 
	 Living LEGO-CY will be open to the public from December 8th 
through January 6, 2008 during normal exhibit hours (11 - 4, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday). Come and find out just how many clever ways LEGO can 
be used. Club members will be present during weekend hours to answer 
questions and support the displays. For further information, contact the 
Museum at 650-321-1004.
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Ohlone Elementary School
Information Meetings for Fall 2008 Admission

Ohlone Information meeting,  Wed.,  Jan. 23, 2008,  9 -10:30am in the 
Ohlone MP Room

Ohlone Mandarin Immersion Information meeting,  Wed., Jan. 30, 
2008, 7:30 - 9pm in the Ohlone MP Room

Parent education seminar on dual immersion, date TBD, in the Ohlone 
MP Room

Ohlone School is a Palo Alto Unified School District alternative elementary 
school.  Interested parents are requested to attend one of the Information 
meetings for Fall 2008 admission.  Meetings cover:
The Ohlone Approach to Education
•How does Ohlone differ from my neighborhood school?
•What is the developmental approach to learning?
•What does teaching to the whole child mean?
•Is there structure at Ohlone?  Will my child have homework?
•After Ohlone, will my child be well-prepared for middle school?

If you are interested in learning more about the Ohlone Way and the possibility of 
your child attending Ohlone in Fall 2008, please attend!  Please check the Ohlone 
website for updates on these meetings, www.ohlone.pausd.org, 

Ohlone Elementary School, 950 Amarillo Ave., Palo Alto, Ca  94303

December Palo Alto Library 
Events

Sing-along with Nancy Cassidy.
Children’s Library, Dec. 19, 3:30pm.  

Holiday Special: Sweets for the Sweet! 
Children’s Library, Dec. 26, 3:30pm.  

Programs are sponsored by Friends of Palo Alto 
Library.

The PACL Kids’ Blog
For parents, teachers, and children in elementary 
school. Frequent posts on special events, book 
reviews and Poetry Friday offerings.
paclkids.blogspot.com

Spanish Immersion 
Information Meeting

	 The information meeting for the 
PAUSD Spanish Immersion Program will be 
held on Wed., Jan. 9, 7-8:15pm at Escondido 
School, 890 Stanford Ave.   English meeting 
in the Library and Spanish meeting in Room 
3.  The Spanish Immersion Program is open 
to all families eligible for enrollment in 
PAUSD. The information meeting is for new 
families interested in enrolling children in 
the program in the fall of 2008. Families will 
receive information about the two-way 
immersion model, how the program is 
implemented in the district, and the 
registration and lottery processes.  All new 
families must attend this meeting (or watch 
a video of the meeting).  
	  Info: contact Escondido School at 
650-856-1337 or www.sipapa.org.

ADHD Support Group:  Guest Speaker Brian Kleis
The ADHD Support Group focuses on how to manage school, organization, time management & study skills, IEP's, 
etc. Guest speaker Brian Kleis (child psychiatrist in PA, former Chief of Psychiatry at Children's Health Council) will 
speak on ADHD & medication issues.  Thurs.,  Jan. 17, Room A, 25 Churchill, 7:30-9pm.
Sponsor: CAC for Special Education.
Info: Janet Dafoe, 650-208-1224.

http://www.ohlone.pausd.org
http://www.ohlone.pausd.org
http://www.sipapa.org
http://www.sipapa.org


Sports Announcements

Ragazzi Boys Chorus

The Ragazzi Boys Chorus, a 
nationally-recognized performing 
arts organization based on the 
Peninsula, invites boys age 7-11 to a 
free singing and music workshop and 
optional auditions on Sat., Jan. 12, 
2008 in Redwood City.  For info or 
to reserve a spot, please contact 
Ragazzi, 650.342.8785, info@ragazzi 
or www.ragazzi.org/audition.htm

Holiday Concert

Peninsula Youth Orchestra &  Alumni
Saturday, December 22, 7:30pm
Light Classical, Pops, & Holiday Music
FREE! Skyline College Main Theater, 
San Bruno 
Info: 325-7967  
www.peninsulayouthorchestra.org, 

CSMA Family Concert

Akatombo Ensemble, 
Japanese Music and Dance

This unique ensemble offers the 
opportunity to experience both 
classical and folk styles of Japanese 
music and dance.  Learn a graceful 
Odori dance and hear virtuoso 
performances on the koto (harp-like 
instrument) and shamisen (Japanese 
lute).

Sun., Jan. 13, 2 and 4pm.
Tateuchi Hall, CSMA. 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain View.
Free admission. Limited seating. 
Tickets distributed beginning one 
hour before show time.
For more info see www.arts4all.org.

Working Wonders:

Decorate and Staff the Urban 
Ministries Holiday Toy Shoppe

Help set up and decorate the Holiday Toy 
Shoppe or help staff it!  Helpers are needed 
to care for children while their parents 
“shop”; assist parents with choosing toys and 
also wrapping gifts.  Set-up: 12/17, 3-5pm; 
Staff: 12/18, 3-6pm and 12/19,  2-8pm. 

Contact : Jean Young at jean@jeanyoung.com 
to sign up for a time slot.

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – December 14, 2007

Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for 
publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.  
Next deadline: December 19, 2007; 5pm.  Please email submissions to kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Music and Arts
Community Service

Spring 2008 Palo Alto Girls’ Softball (“PAGS”) Program
 
On-line registration for the Palo Alto Girls' Softball Spring 2008 season begins on Dec. 7, 2007.  Go to 
www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org.

Registration is open to all girls (ages 5-14) in Palo Alto and surrounding communities.  The spring season begins in early March 
and ends prior to Memorial Day.  After the spring season, girls who wish to continue their skill development and play at a more 
competitive level may try out for our summer travel teams. Registration ends January 31, 2008.  Please visit our website or 
contact us directly if you would like more information. Register on-line ... it’s fast, easy, and convenient.

Palo Alto Girls' Softball, P.O. Box 60027, Palo Alto, CA 94306, 650/361-0743
www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org

New Season Starting for Viking Wrestling Club

Viking Wrestling Club Winter season.  Open to all boys and girls, grades K-8.   
The Winter season runs Jan. 8- Feb. 29.  Practices: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
6-7:45pm at the Palo Alto HS Wrestling Room. $75 per participant. Info: Jack 
Moses at 321-7991 or vikingwrestlingclub@yahoo.com or check out
groups.yahoo.com/group/VikingWrestlingClub.  To register, contact
Wendy Smith at w_j_smith@hotmail.com

Community Sports Items

For current community sports announcements, 
visit:
http://palylink.paloaltopta.org/pages/sports.html

http://www.peninsulayouthorchestra.org
http://www.peninsulayouthorchestra.org
mailto:jean@jeanyoung.com
mailto:jean@jeanyoung.com
mailto:kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org
mailto:kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org
http://www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org
http://www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org
http://www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org
http://www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org
mailto:vikingwrestlingclub@yahoo.com
mailto:vikingwrestlingclub@yahoo.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VikingWrestlingClub/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VikingWrestlingClub/
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On the Calendar  
*Note: All PTA Unit President, 
Council and School Board meetings 
are at 25 Churchill unless otherwise 
noted. School Board meetings also 
on cable channel 28. 
 
 
Dec 21, Districtwide Minimum 
Day 
 
Dec 24- Jan 4, Winter Break- 
District Closed 
 
Jan 8, 6:30pm School Board 
(Special- High School Task Force) 
 
Jan 9, 9am PTAC Exec Board Mtg 
 
Jan 15, 6:30pm School Board 
(Regular) 
 
Jan 16, 9am PTAC Presidents Mtg 
 
Jan 18, End of First Semester 
 
Jan 21, Martin Luther King 
Holiday 
 
Jan 22, 6:30pm School Board 
(Special- Facilities) 
 
Jan 23, 9am PTAC Council Mtg 
 
Jan 29, 6:30pm School Board 
(Regular) 
 
Feb 5, 6:30pm School Board 
(Special- Progress Report) 
 
Feb 6, 9am PTAC Exec Board Mtg 
 
Feb 15 & 18 School Holidays 
 
Feb 19 Staff Development Day  
 
Feb 20, 9am PTAC Presidents Mtg 
 
Feb 26, 6:30pm School Board 
(Regular) 
 
Feb 27, 9am PTAC General Mtg 
 

 

The Councilo

he Newsletter of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 

 

 

NOMINATING TIME…..AGAIN? SO SOON? 
 
Yes!  We’re half way through the PTA year, and it’s time to start 
thinking about the formal requirements and practical processes 
involved in electing next year’s PTA board.  The PTA Council and all 
the school PTAs will be electing Nominating Committee shortly after 
the beginning of the New Year. 
 
PTA members from across the school district will be serving on 
nominating committees and being recruited for a variety of jobs.  We 
hope you’ll consider how you’d like to be involved. 
 
Nominating Committee 
This is a short term role, just 2-3 months, where committee members, 
elected by the association, work to identify and recruit qualified 
nominees for elected (and appointed) PTA leadership positions.  The 
goal is to match individual’s interests and qualifications with board 
positions.  It can be very satisfying to work with friends and colleagues 
to put together an effective board to continue the good work of the 
PTA. 
 
Elected or Appointed Member of the Executive Board 
Every school (unit) PTA and the PAUSD district (council) PTA boards 
will be searching for candidates who have the interest and ability to 
become an elected or appointed member of the board.  What issues and 
tasks do you most enjoy?  What expertise and skills to you have to 
contribute in service to the schools?  When a member of the 
nominating committee calls, we hope you’ll seriously consider taking a
leadership role.  And you don’t need to wait for someone to call!  
While the nominating committee will work hard to reach beyond the 
“usual suspects,” we know there is tremendous untapped potential in 
the community.  Please consider volunteering. 
 
The PTA welcomes all interested persons who care about kids.  The 
opportunities are varied and support resources are numerous.  Watch 
for announcements in your school newsletter…..and answer the call.  
Be part of the team that speaks for “everychild” with “onevoice.”  You 
may be surprised at how rewarding it can be! 
 
 
 
 

Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
25 Churchill Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
 
Phone: 650-326-0702 
Web: http:/www.paloaltopta.or



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Councilor 
The Newsletter of the Palo Alto 
Council of PTAs is published 
monthly. 
 
Dan Dykwel 
   PTA Council President 
Darice Koo 
   Councilor Editor 
 
Dr Kevin Skelly 
   PAUSD Superintendent 
 
The mention of any business or 
service in this newsletter does not 
imply endorsement by either the 
Palo Alto Council of PTAs or the 
Palo Alto Unified School District. 

 
 

Palo Alto City Council Passes Social Host Ordinance 

The Ordinance got its start in Palo Alto back in 2005 when PADACC* (Palo Alto 
Drug Alcohol Community Collaborative) members gathered to ask what they could 
do to discourage adults in the community from providing alcohol in their homes to 
underage drinkers. That group included Palo Alto’s new Assistant Chief Dennis 
Burns, who has seen the impact of underage drinking, and moved forward to 
advocate for Palo Alto’s Social Host Ordinance. Two or three times a year the 
police are called with complaints of loud parties where teenagers are present and 
alcohol is served. Incidents such as these serve to strengthen PADACC desire to 
have the new Ordinance passed. Similar Social Host Ordinances have passed by 
Los Altos and Morgan Hill.   
 
On November 19th the Palo Alto City Council passed its Social Host Ordinance. 
The Ordinance states that adults serving alcohol to 4 or more minors who are non-
family members, in their home, can be charged with either an administrative 
citation (starting at $250 for the first offence) or a criminal misdemeanor  (a fine of 
up to $1,000 and up to six months in jail). 
 
The measure was unanimously supported by PADACC. A number of PADACC 
members were at City Hall on the 19th to voice their support of the Ordinance.  
 
*PADACC members include Personnel and Parents from PAUSD, Palo Alto Police 
Department, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Palo Alto Recreation Department, 
Stanford Medical Center Trauma, Youth Community Services, Jewish Child and 
Family Services, Red Cross and Adolescent Counseling Services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Flu Season Is Upon Us 

Flu Season and Schools Flu is an unwelcome visitor to many homes and communities this winter. Here are some tips on how 
to reduce the chance of getting the flu as well as reduce the likelihood of spreading flu to others. Flu symptoms include fever, 
headache, chills, body aches, tiredness, dry cough, sore throat, and nasal congestion. Flu is spread when a person who has the 
flu coughs, sneezes, or speaks and sends the flu virus into the air. If you get the flu: rest, drink plenty of liquids, and avoid 
alcohol and tobacco. Over-the-counter medications may relieve symptoms of flu. The National Institute for Allergies & 
Infectious Diseases recommends acetaminophen (Tylenol) for children; aspirin or acetaminophen for adults. Decongestants, 
cough suppressants, and use of a humidifier can provide symptomatic relief. 
 
For more information go to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm 
 
Things to keep in mind for school-age children  

• Do NOT give aspirin to a child or teenager who has the flu. To learn why, go to 
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/factsheets/flu.htm  

• Most antihistamines cause sleepiness. If a child still has a stuffy nose when she returns to school, parents may want 
to ask their child's doctor to prescribe a non-sedating antihistamine.  

• Encourage children to cover coughs and sneezes, wash hands frequently, and keep hands away from eyes, nose and 
mouth.  

• A sick child is advised to stay at home during the first days of illness when symptoms are most severe and the 
infection is most contagious. Children can return to school when symptoms are improving and no fever has been 
detected for 24 hours.  

 
This information is from: School Health Issues http://www.healthinschools.org/sh/influenza.asp  
 


