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El Carmelo Calendar

September
September 1: PTA Exec. Board Mtg. 8:30am
September 2: BTS Night Kinder 6pm 
September 6: No School, Labor Day
September 8: Teacher Welcome Luncheon 
September 10: Carmeletter published
September 11: Memorial Service for Karen Lemoine at El Carmelo, 1pm
September 13: Coffee with the Principal 8:25am
September 13: Fall fundraiser begins
September 14: PTA General Mtg. (Chuck Speaks) 8:30am
September 14: 2nd Grade Class Picnic 5-7pm
September 16: 3rd Grade Class Picnic 5-7pm
September 16: Picture Day
September 21: 4th Grade Class Picnic 5-7pm
September 23: 5th Grade Class Picnic 5-7pm
Kinder Class Picnic and 1st Grade Class Picnic: TBD

October
October 5: Carmeletter Submission Deadline
October 6: PTA Exec. Board Mtg. 8:30am
October 6: Walk & Roll to School
October 8: No School, staff development
October 11: No School, local holiday
October 12: PTA General Mtg. 7pm
October 15: Carmeletter published

Welcome back to 
school!

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org



Principal’s Letter
Dear parents and students of El Carmelo,

We have had a great return to school this year (after that really hot day!).  Great kids, lessons crafted by our great 
teachers, lots of great volunteers.  I have spent the last few days (after all the start of school year demands calmed 
down) in our classrooms seeing learning everywhere.  I am seeing many kinds of learning taking place all over the 
campus, on the playground, in assemblies, while eating lunch.  I even see learning in the morning as students come 
to school.

This is an excellent time of year for parents to review traffic safety.  It’s a time to set patterns of behavior that will 
build on the development growth your kids made over the summer.  Please note the safety tips below:

    Drop-Off Zones at Yellow Curbs 
         Front of school on Bryant St.
         By library on Ramona St.
    Red curb is NO PARKING – please leave it free for buses
    Keep the school on your right when you drive – makes it easy to drop off
    Crossing Guard at Bryant St & El Carmelo Ave.  – please follow Chris’ direction
         morning drop-off 
         afternoon pick-up
    Try to walk or “roll” to school whenever you can!!
    Fifth graders are invited to join a group of Safety Patrol students that will help with traffic flow in the morning!!!  See Mr. Merritt for         
details.
    

Have a SAFE school year 2010-2011!
Chuck Merritt
Principal

PTA Co-Presidents’ Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

First, on behalf of the PTA, we’d like to give an extra warm welcome to all new families (hi, we know you’re out 
there!) and new 2nd grade teacher Ms. Fonteyn!

It’s back to school, which only means one thing… time for your pop quiz!

True or False: The PTA is a group of moms with MBAs who like to hold bake sales. 
Answer: False 
Believe it or not; the PTA (Parent Teacher Association) is you… him…. her…. me.  It’s all of us working together  
-  in between soccer practices, after our day jobs, whenever we can squeeze it in - to advocate for our children, 
fundraise to provide enriching opportunities for our children, and create community at El Carmelo.

(Here’s a small sample of what the El Carmelo PTA does: field trips; assemblies; Student Directory; Math Lab; Visiting Author Program; noon 
programs, such as 10-Mile Club, Noon Art, Noon Sports, Game Cart; Coffees with the Principal; Back-to-School Night; community-building events, 
such as International Dinner, Stories Under the Stars, Lego Night, Ice Skating Party, New Family Ice Cream Social, etc.; office and school supplies; 
Bike Safety; Lice Check; Teacher Appreciation Week; school play; and more…  Note: there isn’t a single bake sale in that list!)

Karole always in sunglasses;
Susy always in big hat.
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Palo Alto Partners in Education 
Welcome back El Carmelo families!!! 
We ho everyone had a relaxing summer, recharging for another exciting school year. We know everyone is busy with the start of 
school, but the PiE (Partners in Education) campaign has begun, and we need your help.  

First, we want to thank all the families who contributed to PiE last year. During these uncertain economic times, it was great to see 
over half of El Carmelo families give to PiE, which in total raised $2.9 million. El Carmelo received $113,000.  If you are wondering 
where the money you donate is spent, all you have to do is take a peek inside your child’s classroom. The teacher aides you see, 
Science enrichment from the Palo Alto Junior Museum, and Art enrichment through Spectra Arts are funded by donations to PiE. 
Thank you all for investing in our children! With the current state budget crisis, this staffing would be impossible without PiE.

We would also like to thank the many people who helped with the PiE campaign last year: Mr. Merritt, Elizabeth Doi-Ludwig, Carrie 
Manley, Michele Kasper, Jennifer Mutz, Karole Goldie, Megan Fogarty, Jody Lieb, Dave and Christine Hodson, Erika Krugler, Maria Derrick, 
Stephanie Youngquist, and Maria Farhani. Thank you for your continued support for PiE.

So how can you help?  We do not raise money through an auction or selling chocolate bars , we raise money by directly appealing 
to parents. We are asking $650 per child, but we welcome donations of any size. Every dollar makes a difference – give what feels 
right for you and your family.  

California faces an uncertain budgetary future making your PiE donation even more critical this year. Please look for the donation 
forms in your Back-to-School packet. Or you can go directly to www.papie.org to make a donation.  And finally, please remember to 
see if you qualify for an “employee matching program.” 

Thank you, 
Alli Wong and Leslyn Leong – El Carmelo PiE Co-Chairs

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Leslyn  (leslynl@gmail.com) 
Alli (allison_wong17@yahoo.com)
Any way you slice it, PiE is good for you.

True or False: The PTA takes a big time AND monetary commitment.
Answer: False
If you’re like us, you have an overscheduled life, overstretched budget… and about to go insane.  No problem.  First of all, dues to join the El 
Carmelo PTA are $10 per person per year.  Included in the membership is a free Student Directory, an invaluable communication tool, as any El 
Carmelo veteran will attest under oath.  Without a PTA membership, a Student Directory costs $25.  How’s this for coercing you to join?  (Note: If 
you need financial assistance to join the PTA, Principal Merritt will be happy to help.)  

Second, there are only 4 general meetings per year (both morning and night to accommodate schedules), which you're encouraged to, but not 
required, to attend.   The morning meetings are after drop off and short, so you can whiz on over to your next important gig.  The night meetings 
are enlightening Parent Ed opportunities that won’t waste your time.  There will be sugar and caffeine: often substances of choice for busy 
parents on the edge.

Third, as for volunteering requirements, it’s important to keep in mind that a meaningful contribution to the PTA does not have to be 
time-consuming.  For example, you can volunteer a few hours at one PTA event per year, such as Math/Science Exploration Night (this was 
Chuck’s example; thanks, Chuck!).  There are hundreds of ways to get involved – ones that accommodate your schedule, your personality, your 
talents and skills (if any… don’t worry; this didn’t stop us).

True or False: Only parents who used to be in the Greek system should go to the Auction (El Carmelo’s biggest fundraiser).
Answer: a big giant FALSE!!!
The El Carmelo Auction is a fun night for all parents: introverts, extroverts, eccentrics, mainstreamers, trolls, giants, you get the drift.  If you think 
you won’t know anyone at the Auction, that’s perfect… meeting new friendly faces is one of the main reasons for going.  Everyone, please save 
the date: Saturday, March 26!

Go Dragons!
Your run-of-the-mill PTA Co-Presidents (that’s us!!!),
Karole G
oldie (karolegoldie@gmail.com) & Susy Kim (susykim@gmail.com)

Adapted from: “The PTA: More than Bake Sales” (http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=1395).

Any way you slice it, PiE is good for you.
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Join our school community on Saturday, March 26, 2011, for the 34th annual El Carmelo Auction!  It is a chance to dress up or dress 
silly and have fun with friends.  You can buy enchanting adventures, parties or other goodies and know that all the proceeds 
benefit our children directly.

Thank you to those who filled out the auction survey at the end of last year.  Due to popular demand, the auction will be held at 
the University Club from 6 to 11 pm. The evening will also feature a full sit-down dinner followed by dancing.  

Please donate your help, even if only for an hour, to planning the auction. If you would like to volunteer, please contact me.  It is a 
great way to meet other parents.  I have found that friendships are created and cemented when you work side by side on a 
common cause. 

So remember to save the date and start lining up a babysitter for a fun evening!

Auction Chair
Amy Love
650-862-2801
aloveinchile@yahoo.com

El Carmelo Auction

Karen Jacobsen Lemoine, a beloved El Carmelo teacher for 23 years, passed away on Monday, August 9 after a 
year-long battle with cancer. She was 70 years old. We are grateful for Mrs. Lemoine's dedication to El Carmelo 
and her willingness to so generously share her love and talents with her many students. Her passion for music, 
reading, and art lives on in the hundreds of students she taught in her 30 years as a teacher.

Having grown up as a daughter of two teachers herself, Karen possessed a rich understanding of how to reach 
and inspire children in many colorful ways. She embraced her students' diversity and cultures, often celebrat-
ing these through music, drama and poetry.  Mrs. Lemoine had the children memorize poetry and compose 
their own poems, promoting a love of literature, rhythm and the power of words. She often tied the classroom 
poetry to nature themes, such as the sunflowers Room 10 students often planted in their garden. 

The children loved Mrs. Lemoine's guitar playing and singing, and they put on many fabulous classroom plays under her guidance. 
Mrs. Lemoine especially enjoyed sharing her love of Irish culture and music; parents fondly tell of play dates at which their second 
graders spontaneously burst into a chorus of Irish folk tunes after singing them in Room 10. 

Each year, Mrs. Lemoine enthusiastically welcomed a new class of children into her classroom with her sweet demeanor and belief 
in each child's ability to express themselves creatively. Karen worked tirelessly to ensure that every student in her class had the 
support and skills he or she needed to succeed academically, socially and emotionally. Karen was a cornerstone in the El Carmelo 
community, and we will miss her greatly.

Mrs. Lemoine is survived by her husband of nearly forty years, Austin Lemoine, children Aimee & Peter Lemoine, sister Kathy Frank 
and granddaughter Sylvie Eberle Lemoine. Her family has planned a celebration of her life on Saturday, September 11, and warmly 
invite anyone touched by Mrs. Lemoine’s life to attend. 

Mass: 10 AM [Note New Location]
St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 751 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
www.paloaltocatholic.org     (650) 494-2496

Memorial: 1PM at El Carmelo Elementary School Multipurpose Room
The Memorial will include the following:
       Music
       Slideshow
       Lemoine Family Comments
       Open Forum for Family, Friends, Colleagues, El Carmelo Families and Students to reflect, speak, reminisce, sing songs, and read 
       poetry to the Memorial attendees
       Book of Remembrance available for people to sign and contribute any reflections about Karen
There is a a Google Sign Up sheet for food. If you should like to bring something, please go to this link and enter your name and 
what you'll bring: 
https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AvweuzbsT398dGw1OXZiWWVKZzRhOVdDREo5cE1LX2c&hl=en#gid=0

Karen Lemoine Memorial
A Tribute to Karen Lemoine, Second Grade Teacher

4www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org

Issue 01 El Carmelo PTA Newsletter Sep 10, 2010



1. Amazon.com

If you shop online at Amazon.com, you can be earning money for El Carmelo without any cost to you.  You don’t need to set up a 
separate account.  Simply access the Amazon site through the following URL:
http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=elcar-20

Shop as you would normally do.  Amazon will donate up to 10% of your purchase to El Carmelo.  It’s easy and it’s free.  Bookmark 
the URL now and send it to your friends and family.  

2. Corporate Donation and Matching Programs

Do you volunteer at El Carmelo and also work for Microsoft or Intel?  Are you a Googler who likes to bike to work?  Do you feel 
generous today and want to write a check to the PTA?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, your company may match 
your time commitment and donation.  
Corporations will often provide matching gift programs or incentive programs to encourage their employees to give back to their 
communities.  If you work for one of these companies, it’s a great way to earn money for the El Carmelo community.  

Here are a few companies that offer these programs…
• Microsoft - matches volunteer time at $17 per hour through the Volunteer Time Matching program. 
• Intel – matches volunteer time at $10 donation per hour through Intel Involved Matchng Grant program.
• Google - matches donations of up to $3000 per year to qualified nonprofits.  Employees who bike, walk, pogo-stick, unicycle, or 
otherwise self-power to work can earn points that translate into a donation from Google to their charity of choice. 
• Cisco - matches the time employees spend volunteering, as well as donations to nonprofits, with a cash donation equivalent to 
the time or contribution up to $1,000 per year.
• Yahoo - matches up to $1,000 per year of donations made to qualified nonprofits.
• Hewlett-Packard - provides one-to-one cash matching for donations to qualified nonprofits, up to $1,000 per fiscal year.
• Oracle – matches up to 5 donations per fiscal year, up to a total of $300.
• Adobe – matches employee donations up to a maximum of $2,500 per calendar year. 

If you know of any other corporate donation program, please send an email to Jeannette Cheng at chencer@gmail.com and we’ll 
add it to the list. 

3. eScrip

eScrip is a program that allows you to direct charitable giving by participating businesses to El Carmelo.  You simply register your 
Safeway Club card and your debit/credit cards and shop the way you always do.  Every time you make a purchase at a participating 
merchant using a registered card, between 1% and 5% of your purchase will be donated to El Carmelo.  Sign up at www.escrip.com 
(click on Sign Up and choose El Carmelo PTA as the group you support).

4. eScrip On-line Mall

eScrip supporters can also direct contributions to El Carmelo every time they shop on-line.  Instead of going directly to the website 
of your on-line seller, go to www.shopping.escrip.com and choose your favorite on-line retailer.  When you pay with a credit card 
you have registered with eScrip, the merchant will make a contribution to our school through eScrip.  To make it even easier, you 
can sign up for AutoEARN at the eScrip Online Mall.  Then you can go directly to your on-line retailers’ websites and still earn 
contributions. 

5. 10% Goes Back to Schools at Safeway

Now through September 14, whenever you shop at Safeway with your Club Card and purchase specially labeled items (look for the 
yellow school bus on the tags), you can earn 10% of the purchase price for El Carmelo.  If you are an eScrip member already, your 
contributions will be directed automatically to El Carmelo.  If you aren’t an eScrip member, for three weeks starting on September 
18 your receipts will have a special redemption code printed on them.  Either follow the instructions on the receipt, or drop off the 
bottom part with the code in the marked envelope in the school office by October 13 and it will be taken care of.

6. Target REDcard

If you carry a Target REDcard, make sure you sign up for the Take Charge of Education program to earn up to 1% of your purchases 
for El Carmelo.  Enroll on-line or call 1-800-316-6142.

7. Boxtops for Education

Don’t forget to clip those box tops you see on hundreds of products and turn them in to the envelope in each classroom or to the 
main office at El Carmelo.  Each one is worth just a dime, but over the course of the school year, all of the families at El Carmelo 
working together can earn hundreds of dollars for our school.

Free and Easy Ways to Support El Carmelo
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…preparing Everyday Mathematics program and Math Lab materials and resources for the teachers and children throughout the entire 
summer: Stephanie Youngquist, supported by Maria Derrick.

… coordinating Kinder parents for play dates over the summer: Ronna Edwards, Chair, supported by Maria Derrick, Faiza Zarroug, and 
Nina Hansen.

… organizing our annual Ice Cream Social for new families: Ronna Edwards, Chair, supported by Faiza Zarroug, Sherwin Wong, Leslyn 
Leong, Jennifer Mutz, Mai-Huong & Anthony Le, Christine & David Hodson, Nina Hansen, and Maria Derrick.

… hosting a brilliant First Day Coffee again this year: Jen Donat, Chair, supported by Kelly Zenger, Christine Hodson, Kristine Mostofizadeh, 
Tais Schmitt, and Erika Krugler.

… hosting the Kinder Coffee: Megan Fogarty and Lucy Tompkin, co-Chairs.

… promoting and staffing Back-to-School Nights and guiding parents throughout the night: Sherwin Wong and Simone Klass, co-Chairs.

… running the Spirit Shop and fulfilling orders for our Dragon gear: Amy Love.

… kicking off our eScrip program and signing up parents at various school events: Maria Derrick and Julia Jacobsen, co-Chairs.

… planning for our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Auction on March 26, 2011: Amy Love.

… training and coordinating our lice checkers: Michelle Kasper.

… being our Back-to-School Supplies shopping wizards and ensuring all our kids had them on the first day of school: Patricia Campbell 
and Samantha Lemonnier, co-Chairs.

… working behind the scenes to process PTA One Check Forms: Christine Hodson, Treasurer.

… kicking off our Citizen Pip fundraiser, Jeannette Cheng, VP of Fundraising.

… spearheading the new Amazon.com school rewards program: Jeanette Cheng, VP of Fundraising, and Maria Derrick, Executive Vice 
President.

… preparing our six-month PTA audit in a thorough manner and ensuring our books are in order: Erica Brand, Auditor.

… meeting with Principal Merritt about Emergency Preparedness: Maria Derrick.

… coordinating and training all of the Room Parents in each grade: Melissa Schmidt.

… sending out El Carmelo’s eNews week after week to keep the El Carmelo community informed, Jen Wiener, VP of Communications.

… updating our PTA website: Erik Jacobsen, Webmaster.

…  editing our first Carmeletter: Erich Hellman.

… laying out and designing our beautiful Carmeletter for yet another year: Wen Li.

A HUGE ‘Thank you’  to the volunteers for the events listed below:

The Green Team works in 5 areas:
      School commuting
      Energy use reduction
      Waste reduction
      Recycling
      Education and Special Events
We work with and through PTA, staff and students. We volunteer to take on tasks and run with them. The Green Team is run by 
friendly staff and parents. If you are interested in joining the team, please contact Yoshie Roake at  roakefamily@gmail.com.

Green Team
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We'd like to send out special thanks to some of the many folks who have helped us transition into our roles as last-minute 
Co-Presidents: 
Jennifer Mutz, our super competent predecessor and idol who has so graciously and diplomatically answered all of our dumb 
questions over the past several months; 
Jennifer Fernandez and Ginny Nagao in the Office;
Celina Tracy, Carola Vasquez, Erika Krugler, Alli Wong, and Leslyn Leong for staying up super late to help stuff Back-to-School packets; 
Sherwin Wong, Maria Derrick, Jeannette Cheng, Jennifer Mutz, Christine Hodson, Jennifer Wiener, Leslyn Leong and Allison Wong for 
manning the tables and bringing snacks to the Class List Posting & Back-to-School Packet Distribution event.
We couldn't have done it without you.  It truly takes a village....

Special Thanks from PTA Co-Presidents

Submission Deadline for next issue:  Tuesday October 5th

Important Submission Guidelines:

The purpose of the Carmeletter is to communicate a wide range of school-related information to the El Carmelo community. Most 
of what is published in the  Carmeletter is ultimately posted on the PTA Web Site. All members of the El Carmelo community can 
take advantage of the Carmeletter to publish their information relating to school activities. No advertisements or commercial 
promotions are permitted. The only fundraisers permitted to advertise are those run by El Carmelo PTA or PiE. We have decided not 
to include photos of students because of the permission waivers needed for minors. Only children’s first names may be included. 
 
-.doc format: all text submissions should be in a .doc format (note: if you are using Word 2007, please save your document as a 
"Word 97-2003 “.doc” document before sending.  Please no “.docx” files).
-Pictures: submit pictures in separate “.jpg” file(s)
-Graphics: submit graphics in separate “.pdf” file(s) 
-Submissions should be 500 words or fewer

Carmeletter Submission Deadline and Guidelines
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Carmeletter Publication Members

PTA President

PTA Co-President

PTA Vice-President of Communications

Principal

Editor

Layout

Distribution

Web Master

eNews

Karole Goldie

Susy Kim

Jen Wiener

Chuck Merritt

Erich Heilman

Wen Li

Maria Derrick

Erik Jacobsen

Jen Wiener
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Community Kiosk
Winter Lodge Ice Skating Classes

Fall ice skating classes start on Sept. 27 and run 8 weeks.  Sign 
ups begin Sept.14 at 9:30 am.  Call or visit their Web site for 
more information.  493-4566 or www.winterlodge.com

Put October 2 on Your Calendar for the 
2010 Palo Alto Black and White Ball

Palo Alto’s largest and 
most spectacular 
fundraiser is just around 
the corner.  Sponsored 
by the Palo Alto 
Recreation Foundation, 
proceeds from the Ball 
support Palo Alto 
programs and 
organizations such as 
Partners in Education 
(PiE), Youth Community 
Service (YCS), Middle 
School Athletics, and the 
Palo Alto Library 

Foundation.  With a "Masked Ball" theme, 40+ restaurants, and 
music all night in three venues, this year’s “creative-formal” gala 
promises to be an extraordinary elegant, fun, and not-to-be 
missed party.  Special ticket rates for groups of 10 and those 
under 35. Info and to order tickets:  
ThePaloAltoBlackandWhiteBall.org.

Technology and Community Libraries

Tues. Sept. 21, 7-8:30pm, Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium, 1313 
Newell Road. The Library Advisory Commission and the Palo 
Alto City Library invite the public to a community forum to 
discuss technology and libraries.  Visionary leaders from the 
technology and library worlds will provide perspectives on 
current and imminent technology trends, offering insight into 
what these trends mean for public libraries.  Info: 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/library, 329-2436.

HindiforUS Classes

Offered by: US Hindi Association (USHA), an educational 
NonProfit.  Engaging and highly interactive after school program 
that is designed for children growing up here. This is a beginning 
Hindi language class that will cover the alphabet, numbers, 
colors, poems and conversational Hindi. Games, puzzles and 
other interactive tools will be used to make it fun.
Palo Verde Elemementary.  Sept, 2010 - May 2010 (Fridays: 3pm - 
4pm).  Grades K- 5. Registration: www.eduhindi.org  Contact:   
info@eduhindi.com , (650) 493-1566.

ISSUE 2 SEPTEMBER 17, 2010  A PTAC PUBLICATION

The 15th Annual Great Glass Pumpkin 
Patch® 2010

~ The Largest Glass Pumpkin Patch in 
California ~
Free Admission. Palo Alto Art Center, 
1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto.
Exhibition: Tues. – Fri., Sept. 28-Oct. 1. 
Tues. and Wed.10am- 9pm., Thurs. and 
Fri. 10am - 4pm.
Sale: Sat.-Sun., Oct.2-3. 10am-5pm. 
Features 8,000 hand-blown glass pumpkins crafted by 30 
prominent glass artisans. 
www.greatglasspumpkinpatch.com  New in 2010 - 
Glassblowing demonstrations at Palo Alto High School (Paly) 
showcase the talents of students, school-alumni and 
professional glass artists from BAGI and GGPP.  The public is 
invited to attend this exciting event at the campus Glass 
Studio on Wed., Sept. 29 from 4pm. to 7pm. Location: 
50 Embarcadero Road, Room 105, Palo Alto, CA.

Friends of the Menlo Park Library Book 
Fair

Menlo Park Library Book Fair on Sat. and Sun., Sept. 18 and 
19 from 10am to 2pm, located on the library grounds, 800 
Alma Street, Menlo Park.  More than 30,000 books priced as 
low as 50 cents, with most less than $2, will be for sale. This 
is a great opportunity to expand your library.

Humane Planet Expo

Sat. Oct. 2, Corner of University and Emerson, Downtown 
Palo Alto. The Palo Alto Humane Society (PAHS), 
www.paloaltohumane.org, presents the upcoming family-
friendly 2nd annual Humane Planet Expo: Planting the seeds 
to grow a more compassionate world.  Join for fun, 
inspiration, information and solutions as PAHS celebrates 
“World Animal Day” alongside organizations and individuals 
working to create a more just, sustainable, and 
compassionate world.  Learn about a variety of issues, their 
solutions, and get inspired to make real change within our 
communities.  Share your vision via “genius-on-the-street” 
interviews.  Engage in live art projects. 

PreSchool Family Fun Day

PreSchool Family and Young Fives hosts its annual Family Fun 
Day on  Sat, Oct. 30 from 9:30am-2pm. Fun for all ages.  
Raffle, train rides, carnival games, magic shows, live music, 
food and bake sale, used book sale, and more.  Free 
admission; Info: 650-856-0833. PreSchool Family  Campus, 
4120 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. www.psf.pausd.org

http://www.winterlodge.com
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http://www.eduhindi.org
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Palo Alto Children's Theatre 
Mainstage Season 
Performances

Palo Alto Children's Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield, Palo Alto.
Cinderella, Nov. 3-13, Madeline's 
Christmas Dec. 7-19, Ferdinand the 
Bull, Jan. 25- Feb. 13, Metamorphosis - 
A New Play Development by Betsy 
Franco,  March 3-12, Charlotte's Web, 
Mar 31 - Apr. 9, Lord of the Flies, May 
19 - 28.  Auditions are for children 8 
years of age through high school, 
unless otherwise noted.  Info: 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/csd/
activities_and_recreation/attractions/
childrens_theatre

Palo Alto Children's Theatre, 
Saturday Playhouse

Jack and the Beanstalk, Sept. 18, 10am 
and noon. Rupunzel, Oct. 9, 10am and 
noon. Performed in the Black Box 
Theatre, inside the Magic Castle by 
the Teens Arts Council Company, the 
Saturday Playhouse Series of shows is 
designed for young audiences.  All of 
the shows are interactive, so the 
audience helps the actors tell the 
story with sound and movement.  
Suitable for 3 to 6 year olds & 
parents, playing time approximately 45 
minutes, individual tickets: Adult $10, 
Child $5.  Info: cityofpaloalto.org/
childrenstheatre.

Children's Theatre Enrollment 
for Fall Classes Has Begun

The Palo Alto Children’s Theatre 
exists to nurture the intellectual, 
artistic and personal development of 
children and youth through multi-arts 
education, performing opportunities 
and extraordinary theatre 
experiences.  Classes include:
Audition Workshop Class: Wed. Sept. 
15 or Sat. Sept. 18
Acting Classes: Wednesdays or 
Saturdays ages 8-12 and 12-18
Introduction to Light Design: 
Saturdays, ages 10-18
Online catalog: 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/inc/
displayblobpdf2.asp?BlobID=23990 
To enroll: www.cityofpaloalto.org/
enjoy Questions: 463-4930.  To join 
email list: 
Childrens.Theatre@cityofpaloalto.org

City of Palo Alto Music and 
Dance Classes

The City of Palo Alto offers many 
different music and dance classes 
through the Enjoy.  A small sample of 
classes includes: Ballet, Capoeira for 
Kids, and Melody’s Piano Beginners.
To see classes or enroll: 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy
Questions: 463-4933, 
ej.Taylor@cityofpaloalto.org

PTA Council Parent Ed: From Crisis 
to Long Term Strategy... 
Developmental Assets—A 
Community Framework for Helping 
Youth Thrive
Wed. Sept. 22, 7-9pm, SDC, 25 Churchill, Palo 
Alto. Parenting workshop for families with 
teens, a panel presentation to introduce the 
Developmental Assets framework which has 
been adopted by the school district, the City 
of Palo Alto, and community agencies to 
support the health, resiliency, and overall 
well-being of our youth.  Learn about the 
upcoming school survey which will measure 
student attitudes, behaviors and assets.  
Become an asset builder for your child.  
Flyer:  palylink.paloaltopta.org/enews/
assetsflyer.pdf.  For upcoming PTAC Parent 
Ed workshops:  palylink.paloaltopta.org/
enews/ptacparentedworkshops.pdf

Block Preparedness Coordinator 
Training
Sat. Oct. 9, 10am-1pm, Foothill Auditorium 
Room IA, Cubberley Community Center
Palo Alto Neighborhoods, 
www.paneighborhoods.org, presents a 
training for block coordinators covering and 
introduction to the BPC program, damage 
assessment, FRS communications, and more.  
RSVP:  epvolunteers@paneighborhoods.org.  
Flyer: palylink.paloaltopta.org/enews/
blockpreparednesstraining.pdf

Assessment, Diagnosis and Schools - 
Dr. Steve Newton, a licensed clinical 
psychologist who specializes in the testing of 
school-aged children, will address the 
following issues.  How do I know if my child 
needs to be assessed?  How does a private 
assessment differ from a school assessment?  
How important is a diagnostic label?  How 
can a family get an accurate diagnosis if they 
cannot afford a private assessment?  Why is a 
comprehensive test battery important? What 
will a comprehensive test battery tell 
parents/professionals?  Eg. What does it mean 
if your child is functionally one year behind 
vs. three years behind? Wed., Oct 20- meeting 
is 7 to 9 pm.  Hospitality begins at 6:45pm.  
Covington Elementary School Multi, 205 
Covington Rd, Los Altos. Sponsored by the 
SELPA 1 CAC (www.selpa1cac.org) Free and 
open to anyone who feels they might benefit.  
No registration is necessary. 

Parent Education

Sports Announcements

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – September 17, 2010

Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for 
publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.  PTA Council President: Terry Godfrey. Kiosk Editor: Karen Karpen
Deadline for the next issue: September 22, 5pm.  E-mail submissions to: kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Music and Arts

Sports Opportunities for Kids
For current sports opportunities, visit: info.paloalto.pta.org/sports.shtml

Play Flag Football

Registration for fall flag football league is now open. The league will take place on 
Sundays at Gunn High School in Palo Alto, and will feature 5-on-5 non-contact 
flag football for boys and girls ages 4 to 15. The cost to participate is $125, and 
each participant receives a jersey, shorts, flags, mouthpiece, league t-shirt, end-of-
season trophy, and more. The deadline to register is Sept. 30. For more 
information, please visit www.PlayFlagFootball.com.
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