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El Carmelo Calendar

Most current PTA calendar can be found at www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org

December
December 10: Carmeletter published
December 14: Character Assembly
December 17: Minimum Day (1:30pm)
December 17: Pajama Day
December 20–December 31: No School - Winter Break 

January – Dates Subject to Change
January 3: School Resumes
January 3: Coffee with the Principal 8:25am
January 5: PTA Executive Board Meeting 8:45am
January 7: Hearing Screening
January 13: Lego Night 6pm
January 14: Carmeletter published

January 17: No School – Martin Luther King
January 21: No School – Local Holiday
January 24-January 27: Book Exchange
January 25: Character Assembly
January 28: Final Day for PiE donations

Happy Holidays!

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org



Principal’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo families,

We’ve had some seriously cold weather lately.  I hope all of you are staying healthy.  I know that among the families 
I’ve talked to recently there are many with at least one member has been sick with that flu going around that 
produces a really bad cough.  Some of us on the staff of the school have been in the same situation.   Here’s hoping 
that we all manage to get well to enjoy the upcoming holidays.

The Leadership Club, led by teachers Kendall Wilson and Chris Nosek, has been hard at work lately finding ways to be 
of service to the school community.  The purpose of the group is to allow 4th and 5th grade students to have a role 
in the school that revolves around service to others and thinking through how this can be enacted to the benefit of 
El Carmelo.  

The first week of December, a group of Leadership Club kids and their parents went to the Palo Alto Veterans’ Hospital to participate in a 
Holiday project there.  This type of service connected our kids to the community in a way that not only benefited the veterans, but also 
benefited the kids themselves through having a wider sphere of service beyond themselves and their immediate families.  

One way that the Leadership Club is serving the school is by sponsoring a tree planting (this is the second annual Leadership Club tree 
planting at our school).  This one will take place on Wednesday, December 15th at 1:30pm.  There will be seven trees planted, some to 
replace trees that fell down this year, and others to provide afternoon shade in play areas.  Leadership Club students and their parents 
are collaborating with local arborist organization Canopy to make this happen.  If you would like to help, please contact Kendall Wilson 
at kwilson@pausd.org.

The Leadership Club has also been reworking the Spirit Days.  Last year, the staff chose to make every Friday a simple school spirit 
celebration of wearing blue clothing, for which students could win a raffle ticket to be drawn at our monthly Character Assemblies.  
Some students miss the special-themed days, and a group of these students took their concerns to Leadership Club.  They brought their 
thoughts about the loss of some of the traditional topics and worked with Ms. Wilson and Ms. Nosek to bring back a few old ones and to 
design new ones.  For example, Friday, December 17th will be Pajama Day, and students will be welcome to celebrate by wearing 
warm pajamas to school.  Leadership Club will be letting us all know about further Spirit events that they come up with.  

We can all be very proud of these students and their constructive attitudes and actions.  Leadership Club, like the Traffic Safety Patrol, is 
building character through service.

Chuck Merritt
Principal

PTA Co-Presidents’ Letter
Happy Holidays!  (Alternatively, if you have time to spare… we’d like to wish you a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa, Happy Eid (in years when the end of Ramadan falls near December), 
and Happy New Year!  Speaking of, Kwanzaa celebrators have got it made with those 50-75% off clearance 
sales that start on December 26… but we digress.)

Our wallets are much lighter this time of year.  It probably doesn’t help that the El Carmelo PTA has been 
rolling out important fundraisers asking you for $$$ this fall: Innisbrook gift wrap, Kepler’s Book Fair, and 
See’s Candies.  (Or that PiE held its Donation Days a couple weeks ago.)

Believe it or not, we are NOT using the money to fund a weekend trip to Vegas for the PTA Board.  (And 
the PiE Chairs aren’t taking a trip there any time soon either.)   100% of the funds benefit your child’s school experience.  (Remember that 
long list we rattled off a few months ago? school assemblies, Teacher’s Fund (class supplies and curriculum materials), Principal’s Fund, Library Fund (books 
and resources), math support, technology, field trips for every (over 30 field trips total), field trip buses for Kinders, the monthly Carmeletter and weekly eNews, 
Safety Programs (Walk and Roll to School, 3rd Grade Bike Rodeo), Scholarship Fund (for students who need help paying for After School Programs and other 
special events), Parent Education events, Visiting Authors, earthquake supplies, Noon Art, 10-Mile Club, service learning, and we can go on and on, but 
thankfully for you we have a word limit.)  Yes, we go to public schools, but due to the economy, politics, and/or whatever reason, the Palo Alto 
Unified School District (PAUSD) does NOT foot the bill for any of these resources and activities.  The PTA does!  Compare El 
Carmelo to a school in south San Jose, and it’s a sad reality outside of the Palo Alto bubble (and unfair, but we digress again).

You may find this even harder to believe, but for every fundraising activity, the PTA provides at least 3x as many 
community-building opportunities.  A few recent examples are the annual Ice Skating Party (the price of admission and skate rental 
went straight to Winter Lodge), Pumpkin Carving Display, and monthly Coffee with the Principal.  We have super exciting, popular 
events coming up in the next few months: in January, LEGO Night and Book Exchange; in February, Bingo Night and Pancake Breakfast, 
and in March, Math/Science Exploration and Stories Under the Stars.  The key to the success of these events is your interest and 
enthusiasm, so let’s all get out of our comfort zones and get involved!

Chat with you again in 2011 (omg!)… if and only if we survive the ‘holidays,’
Karole Goldie (karolegoldie@gmail.com) & Susy Kim (susykim@gmail.com)
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Shop Online and Earn Money for El Carmelo
Do you shop on-line?  Did you know that with every purchase, you could be earning money for El Carmelo from hundreds of on-line Do 
Your Holiday Shopping Online and Give a Gift to El Carmelo at the Same Time!!!

Did you know that a percentage of many of your online purchases can be donated to El Carmelo, with just the click of the mouse?  All 
you need to do is enter your online retailers’ websites through links on either the El Carmelo school website (http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/) 
or the El Carmelo PTA website (http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/).   Once you’ve reached the retailer’s website through the special 
link, shop just like you always do.  Amazon will donate 4-15% of your purchase price to El Carmelo when you get to the Amazon website 
through the link.  Retailers on the Online Mall donate varying percentages (usually between 1% and 5%).  You do NOT need to be signed 
up for eScrip to benefit El Carmelo through the Online Mall.

Questions?  Contact Jeannette Cheng (chencer@gmail.com), El Carmelo’s VP Fundraising or Maria Derrick (wesderrick@mindspring.com) 
or Julia Jacobsen (juliacjacobsen@gmail.com), El Carmelo’s eScrip co-coordinators.

Save Money and Paper – Read the Carmeletter Online
The Carmeletter is published every few weeks throughout the school year, both on-line and in hard copy. Want to save paper and still 
remain up-to-date with El Carmelo news?  Get it on-line only.  If you're interested, send a quick e-mail to Maria Derrick at 
wesderrick@mindspring.com.

PTA Wardrobe and Snow Clothing Rentals
Wed. 2-5pm and Sat. 10am-1pm. Closed school holidays.
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs operates the PTA Wardrobe and Snow Clothing Rental service.  The Wardrobe provides new and gently 
used clothing in all sizes at no charge to families in PAUSD.  Donations are welcome during open hours: clean, gently used clothing and 
books; new underwear and socks are especially appreciated.  To support this service, the Snow Clothing Rental allows individuals and 
families to rent entire outfits (jacket, pants, snow boots, scarves, etc.) for the snow, $15 for children, $20 for adults.  The PTA Wardrobe is 
located in a portable at Jordan Middle School, 750 N. California Avenue.  Enter from Middlefield Road, and the wardrobe will be right in 
front of you.  Info: paloaltopta.org/wardrobe.shtml, 858-0654.

El Carmelo Auction
AUCTION DATE: Saturday, March 26, 2011

AUCTION DONATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 4, 2011

THE AUCTION CHALLENGE: Our goal is to get more families involved in the whole process. Ask a friend what she or he is donating. 
Generate ideas together. Challenge each other to make a donation. Then, plan to go to the auction together! 

SIMPLE, QUICK INSPIRATION:
    Gift certificate for a favorite restaurant or spa
    Gift basket (spa, chocolate, coffee and tea, wine, books for kids or adults)
    Event tickets
    Deliver a homemade specialty food or sweet treat
    Cash (helps underwrite items for the live auction) 

CHALLENGING, SATISFYING, FUN IDEAS:
    Host an evening for adults (dinner, wine tasting, game night, theme party)
    Host a family movie or game night
    Teach or offer a skill for kids or adults (cooking lessons, gardening, music lessons, dance lessons)
    Host a gathering for kids (art, flashlight tag, knitting, horseback riding, etc.)

Use the DONATION FORM found at: www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/auction/familydonationform.html
Or fill out a copy available in the school office.

Don’t let the deadline pass you by! 

AUCTION DONATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 4, 2011

For Questions please contact:
Amy Love, Auction Chair
650-862-2801, aloveinchile@yahoo.com
(And just for fun, follow the continuing struggles of two unlikely prom dates at: www.plastirondack.com)

Lost & Found
Please check the lost & found rack outside the office.  All items will be donated to the PTA Wardrobe during the winter break.

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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Health and education laws in California require that children be excluded from school when they have any communicable illnesses.
According to our District Nurse, Linda Lenoir (329-3766), and District practice, please do not send your child to school if s/he has any of 
these symptoms:

1. Common cold: Keep child home during period of productive cough and yellow or green nasal discharge.  Rest and care during the 
    early stages often prevent complications.
2. Fever: A fever is 100 degrees orally, 101 degrees rectally or 99 degrees axially (under the arm).  Child must be fever free for 24 hours 
    without the benefit of medication before returning to school.
3. Eyes that are red, swollen, crusting or draining.
4. Draining ears or earache.
5. Diarrhea (loose watery bowel movement).
6. Severe headache or pain.
7. Skin rash, unless diagnosed by doctor as non-infectious (obtain note from doctor).
8. Childhood communicable disease (call school office).
9. Vomiting or nausea.
10. Head lice.
11. Severe sore throat.

If a student is at school with any of the above, for the health and welfare of the student, other students, and the staff, school personnel 
will call and request that the parent/guardian pick up the child.  Under certain conditions you may be asked to consult a physician and 
to provide a written note from the doctor indicating the student may return to school.

If you have questions, please contact the school or Linda Lenoir, District Nurse, at 329-3766.  The goal of our communication is to 
enhance the health and well being of all the children.

Please remember: Medications are NOT allowed at school.
Please call the office before 9:00am on each day of your student’s absence.

See Jennifer or Ginny if you have questions.

Procedures For Maintaining a Healthy 
  and Safe Atmosphere For All Students 

We had a wonderful Kepler's Book Fair before the Thanksgiving break.  This was a meaningful literacy event for the children and families.  
The Kepler's staff introduced new books to all the children through class visits, and then the children were excited about browsing 
through the new books.  We raised money for our library fund and brought the excitement of reading to our school.

The book fair could not have been a success without help from many people.  Thank you to all those who set up and took the fair down, 
staffed the fair, helped children find books, brought cookies and milk to our evening event, and to the wonderful readers at our Tuesday 
night story time in the library.
Happy reading!

Julia Jacobsen 

Kepler Book Fair Notes
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Submission Deadline for next issue:  2pm Thursday January 6, 2011
The purpose of the Carmeletter is to communicate a wide range of school-related information to the El Carmelo community. Most of 
what is published in the Carmeletter is ultimately posted on the PTA Web Site. All members of the El Carmelo community can take 
advantage of the Carmeletter to publish information relating to school activities. No advertisements or commercial promotions are 
permitted. The only fundraisers permitted to advertise are those run by El Carmelo PTA or PiE. We have decided not to include photos of 
students because of the permission waivers needed for minors. Only children’s first names may be included. 
 
Submission Guidelines:
-.doc format: all text submissions should be in a .doc format (note: if you are using Word 2007, please save your document as a 
"Word 97-2003 “.doc” document before sending.  Please no “.docx” files).
-Pictures: submit pictures in separate “.jpg” file(s)
-Graphics: submit graphics in separate “.pdf” file(s) 
-Submissions should be 500 words or fewer

Carmeletter Submission Deadline, Purpose and Guidelines

The library has been a busy place on these chilly days.  It's nice to see the students warm up with a good book or quiet activity.  MANY 
thanks to those of you who have donated books to the Sponsor-a-Book program.  As a result, we will have many new books here in the 
new year!  Below is a wonderful website for finding series books and other books as well.  Hope you enjoy your holiday season and can 
cuddle up with a great book! 
Leslie Bell and Rose Desposito
 
Juvenile Series and Sequels http://www.mymcpl.org/cfapps/juvser/title.cfm 

Library News

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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… Innisbrook Fall Fundraiser: VP of Fundraising Jeannette Cheng who managed this important fall fundraiser, which brought in $2400 for 
El Carmelo’s math program!!!  Mr. Tee who unfailingly wheeled the big display board from the MP room every morning.  Jennifer Fernan-
dez and Ginny Nagao who helped collect the many orders that came in.  The fabulous team who helped sort and deliver the products to 
the classrooms: Maria Derrick, Sherwin Wong, Jennifer Mutz, Asmita Runge, Julia Jacobsen, Christine Hodson, Karole Goldie, and Susy Kim.  It 
was a true testimonial to teamwork -- from the assembly line unloading of the boxes to the line of carts madly rolling down the redtop.  
And the El Carmelo families who participated in the sales!

… Sponsor-a-Book: Shirley Siu who kicked off this important program allowing families to donate books to our fabulous library.

… Rainbow Picture: Angela Dunnigan who once again bravely scaled great heights to take our beloved annual school photo.

… Third Grade Bike Rodeo: Kyrie Robinson who ran one of the “smoothest” rodeos in El Carmelo history by coordinating professionally 
with the city of Palo Alto, teachers and the Principal.  Parent volunteers Arunashree Bhamidipati, Leanne Cox, Ana Maria Dias, Erina DuBois, 
Angela Dunnigan, Gwen Fischer, Kate Gibbons, Wayne Guo, Christine Hodson, Dolly Ivanov, Paulette Kamenecka, Sarena Kim, Tischa Lamprecht, 
Wen Li, Suzanne Ogawa, Yoshie Roake, Kyrie Robinson, Asmita Runge, Raymundo Salgado, Shannon Silva, Shirley Siu, Yoko Tabuchi, Michelle 
Tang, Lucie Thomas, Xin, and Natalie.

… Ice Skating Party: Co-Chairpersons Julie Bitler and Doreen Rehbock who orchestrated a fantastic night for skaters.  Beata Madej, Nancy 
Bain, Susy Kim, Joy Zhang Mao, and Erina Dubois who helped with ticket sales, supervising skaters, and organizing refreshments; and 
Natalie Seer and Jill Ta who helped with clean up.  A special thanks to the many parents who brought wonderful desserts to share.

… Kepler’s Book Faire: Chairperson Julia Jacobson for her tremendous commitment (weeks preparing and a week working all day 
on-site) in setting up, staffing, and breaking down a successful fundraising and literacy event.  Kate Gibbons for overseeing the volunteers, 
Asmita Runge for the flyers, Sherwin Wong and Karole Goldie for the posters around the school, Susy Kim for bringing wonderful decora-
tions, Carrie Manley for her support of the Milk and Cookies Night, and Maria Derrick for her support throughout the event.  We had many 
other wonderful volunteers: Sripriya Kannan, Christine Hodson, Beata Madej, Elisa Schmit, Sharon Tobias, Gwen Fischer, Jeannette Cheng, 
Jennifer Mutz, Erika Krugler, Nina Hansen, Dana Roman, Marni Novick, Kshama Jirage, Joyce Zhang, Alli Wong, Tammy Chen, and Maya 
Venkatraman.  Thanks to our wonderful readers on Tuesday night, Principal Merritt, Mr. Walton, our librarian Ms. Bell, Carrie Manley and her 
son.

… Pumpkin Display: Co-Chairpersons Angela Dunnigan and Doreen Rehbock for helping students showcase their lovely works of art.

… Vision Screening: Pei Cao, Kori Shaw, Jorge Zuniga, and Kshama Jirage for spending their morning at El Carmelo to help the kids 
transition to the testing room and to VP of Volunteer Services Julia Jacobsen for coordinating the volunteers.

… Finances: Christine Hodson for her herculean efforts as Treasurer. She assists with ensuring our PTA funds are in order, manages 
expenses and income, coordinates our PTA tax payment process, manages our PTA accounts, and supports the Principal and teachers 
daily by assisting with the purchase of needed items for the school.

… Membership: VP of Membership Mai Le for managing complicated databases and distributing PTA membership cards.

… See’s Candies Fundraiser: Shirley Siu for spearheading this delicious fundraiser for our school.

… Noon Art: Angela Dunnigan for tirelessly coming to El Carmelo every Wednesday noon to provide imagination-inspiring art projects 
for the students.

… 10-Mile Club: Angela and Tony Dunnigan for providing students a fun way to run/walk with their classmates at noon once a week.

… PTA Council Representative: Nancy Bain for attending district-wide meetings and reporting important information to the school.

… Site Council Representative: Kori Shaw for being the knowledgeable liaison between the Site Council and PTA.

… Holiday Toy Drive: Jen Wiener, Erich and Diane Heilman, for collecting toys for the Holiday Shoppe for low-income families in the Palo 
Alto Unified School District. 

… Directory: G.D. (Ram) Ramkumar, for being the brains and brawn behind the huge effort in compiling our Directory yet again for 
another year.  Directories are currently at printer’s.

… Web Room Workday: Maria Derrick for serving as Web Room Coordinator and keeping the check-in and check-out process running 
smoothly for teachers. And all parent volunteers  who helped bag, label, level, shelve and process more than 300 book sets.  This is such 
an important part of our literacy program. 

A HUGE ‘Thank you’  to the volunteers for the events listed below:

El Carmelo Book Exchange Coming Soon
The annual El Carmelo Book Exchange will be held January 24th through January 28th.  Students are encouraged to bring gently used 
books at any reading level to their classrooms which will be sorted by parents and redistributed for children to choose “new” books.   
Each student will receive one “new” book for every book donated, up to five books.  And every student, even those who do not donate, 
will be able to choose at least one “new” book.

Please consider donating your family’s outgrown children’s books, especially titles for our 4th and 5th graders, so that every El Carmelo 
student will be able to take home at least one book.  Books remaining after the book exchange will be donated to a worthy cause.

More details will follow in the January Carmeletter.  To volunteer, or to donate books, please contact Maria Derrick:  
wesderrick@mindspring.com.

www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org
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The Councilor

Welcome from The Councilor

The Councilor is a publication of the Palo Alto Council of 
PTAs designed to keep you informed of the latest news 
from the PTA Council, which encompasses all the local 
PTA units in the PAUSD.  PTA Council also coordinates 
the unit enews publications, publishes a calendar of 
events for elementary schools called the Kiosk, and 
maintains a Web site packed with information and local 
news.  We urge you to explore our Web site, 
www.paloaltopta.org and check it regularly for the latest 
news on upcoming events.

ISSUE 1	
 DECEMBER, 2010	
  A PTAC PUBLICATION

Check our Web site for:

Parent Education Events

Community Service Opportunities

Sports Opportunities for Kids

Community Resources

PTA Council Calendar

PTAC Publications

PTA Links

Happy Fall

	
 As President of the PTA Council again this year I invite you to join us 
and your school's PTA in the work we do on behalf of our students.  You'll 
have heard by now that the City is implementing the 41 Developmental 
Assets as part of Project Safety Net.  In a nutshell, it's our way of building 
stronger, safer, more resilient youth as a city.  Look for more about it in your 
newsletters and at parent education events.  My favorite take away from 
some of the early meetings is a great quote, " Take advantage of every 
moment to build assets in every child."  In my case, this means talking to every kid, listening fully, engaging them, and 
helping them understand that they are the future and that my goal is that they run the world and raise the next 
generation with kindness, compassion, brains, confidence and a sense of humor.

	
 Join us in our work.  Be sure to participate in your PTA meetings and feel free to attend PTAC meetings (which 
can be found here paloaltopta.org/calendar.shtml).  If you find yourself wondering how to engage the PTA Council on 
any topic you might start with the PTAC executive board: paloaltopta.org/board.shtml.

 	
 Join us at our parent education events (which can be found here info.paloaltopta.org/parent_ed.shtml), learn 
something new and connect with other parents.

 	
 Join us, join us, just join us:  If you're a social networking type,  join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
paloaltopta
	
 If you're interested in joining any or all of the school PTAs you can use the form at this link paloaltopta.org/
join.shtml
 
Cheers,
Terry
Terry Godfrey, President, Palo Alto Council of PTAs, president@paloaltopta.org
www.paloaltopta.org
www.facebook.com/paloaltopta

Palo Alto Council of PTAs
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Get to Know Your 
PTA Council

	
 The Palo Alto Council of PTAs works 
with the district staff, the Board of Education, 
community partners and the PTAs at the 17 
schools to support the students and families of 
the Palo Alto Unified School District and to 
improve the education, health and welfare of all 
children and youth.
	
 In addition to advocating for our 
students and their education, PTA Council 
provides training and support for the local PTA 
units.  PTA Council provides training 
opportunities for PTA officer twice a year.
PTA Council organizes district-wide parent 
education events, and coordinates and supports 
enews, communications and parent education 
throughout the school year. 
	
 The PTA Council Executive Board are 
volunteers from throughout the district.  There 
are elected and appointed members of the 
Board.   The PTA Council also holds several 
general meetings each school year for 
representatives of all the local units.  Unit 
presidents also meet throughout the year with 
the PTA Council President.

PTA Wardrobe and Snow 
Clothing Rentals

Wed. 2-5pm and Sat. 10am-1pm. Closed school 
holidays.  The Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
operates the PTA Wardrobe and Snow Clothing 
Rental service.  The Wardrobe provides new 
and gently used clothing in 
all sizes at no charge to 
families in PAUSD.  
Donations are welcome 
during open hours: clean, 
gently used clothing and 
books; new underwear 
and socks are especially 
appreciated.  To support this service, the Snow 
Clothing Rental allows individuals and families 
to rent entire outfits (jacket, pants, snow boots, 
scarves, etc.) for the snow, $15 for children, $20 
for adults.  The PTA Wardrobe is located in a 
portable at Jordan Middle School, 750 N. 
California Avenue, enter from Middlefield Road 
and the wardrobe will be right in front of you.
Info: paloaltopta.org/wardrobe.shtml, 858-0654.

The Palo Alto Council of PTAs– December, 2010

The Councilor

A publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs or the Palo 
Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for publication. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.  PTA Council President: Terry Godfrey. Councilor Editor: Karen Karpen

Helping Our Kids Thrive: Supporting 
Students' Social & Emotional Health

	
 The Palo Alto Council of PTAs' #1 goal is to "Advocate for, 
promote, and support student social, emotional and physical health." It 
has been for years. Hundreds of volunteers across our district work 
towards this goal every day.
	
 As parents, we recognize that issue touches our kids from 
kindergarten through their senior year in our school district and 
beyond.  Today, in our community, we worry more than ever about our 
kids and their social and emotional health.  With four deaths by suicide 
in six months our families are shaken.
	
 Since last fall a number entities from across the city have 
collaborated to address the issues associated with the cluster of deaths 
by suicide at the train tracks.  Among the many agencies participating 
are the City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Police Department, Palo Alto Unified 
School District, Packard Children's Hospital, Stanford University, Palo 
Alto Medical Foundation, Adolescent Counseling Services, Youth 
Community Service, Caltrain and others.  The team came to be known 
as "Project Safety Net".  The PTA brings the voices and energy of 
thousands of families to the table.
Interested in learning more? See the Project Safety Net website at 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/safetynet

Connecting with Your Teen

	
 "Connecting With Your Teen," a four lecture parent education 
series, which began October 13, is giving the Palo Alto parent 
community something very precious: a place to talk to each other.  The 
first session, which was called a community conversation, was very 
successful and showed just how much parents need to hear from each 
other.
	
 The Midpeninsula Community Media Center (MC) has 
recorded "Connecting With Your Teen" and another program put on by 
the PTA Council "41 Developmental Assets" and is broadcasting them 
on cable and on the Web.
	
 Watch for details on these upcoming events: 

Communicating With Your Teen: Keeping the Door 
Open, Jan 12

Your Teen in a 24/7 Digital Media World: Staying 
Connected, March 23

Problem Solving and Discussion Group for Parents of 
Teens, Jan. 19, Feb. 2, Feb. 16, and March 2.

http://paloaltopta.org/wardrobe.shtml
http://paloaltopta.org/wardrobe.shtml
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/safetynet
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/safetynet


Community Kiosk
PTA Wardrobe and Snow Clothing 
Rentals

Wed. 2-5pm and Sat. 10am-1pm. Closed school holidays.
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs operates the PTA Wardrobe and 
Snow Clothing Rental service.  The Wardrobe provides new and 
gently used clothing in all sizes at no charge to families in 
PAUSD.  Donations are welcome during open hours: clean, gently 
used clothing and books; new underwear and socks are 
especially appreciated.  To support this service, the Snow 
Clothing Rental allows individuals and families to rent entire 
outfits (jacket, pants, snow boots, scarves, etc.) for the snow, $15 
for children, $20 for adults.
The PTA Wardrobe is located in a portable at Jordan Middle 
School, 750 N. California Avenue, enter from Middlefield Road 
and the wardrobe will be right in front of you.
Info: paloaltopta.org/wardrobe.shtml, 858-0654.

Spanish Immersion Information 
Meeting
 
	
 The information meeting for Palo Alto’s Spanish 
Immersion Program will be held on Thurs. Jan. 13, from 7 to 8:15 
pm.  The meeting will be held at Escondido School, 890 
Escondido Road, Stanford.  Meeting in English in the library and 
meeting in Spanish in room 4.
	
 The Spanish Immersion Program is open to all families 
eligible for enrollment in the Palo Alto Unified School 
District.  Participation in the program is decided by lottery.  The 
information meeting is for new families interested in 
enrolling children in the program in the fall of 2011.  At the 
meeting, families will receive information about the two-way 
immersion model followed in the Spanish Immersion Program, 
how the program is implemented in the district, and the 
registration and lottery processes.   All new families must attend 
this meeting (or watch a video of the meeting) before enrolling 
in the Spanish Immersion Program.
	
 The Spanish Immersion Program is in its 16th year.  
Escondido School houses the program for grades K-5, while 
classes for grades 6-8 are at Jordan Middle School.  Students in 
the program follow the same curriculum as monolingual PAUSD 
classes, and learn both Spanish and English through regular 
PAUSD schoolwork.  Students develop bilingualism and 
biliteracy, and cultivate an appreciation for other cultures. 
For more information, contact Escondido School at 
650-856-1337 or visit www.sipapa.org.
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Holiday Art Camps at CSMA

Dec. 20-23,  230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View.
The Community School of Music and Arts has 
inspiring holiday camps for children in Kindergarten through 
grade 4.  K-2nd graders may choose Toyland Workshop 
(9am-noon) and Holiday Wonder Around the World 
(1-3:30pm).  For 3-5th graders, Handmade Expressions (9am-
noon) and Artistic Invention (1-3:30pm).   With an excellent 
faculty of experienced teaching artists and a wide variety of 
creative options, children’s choices in Art Camps include fun 
and creative drawing, painting, sculpture, artist studies and 
design projects.  CSMA also offers (for a fee) a fun morning 
and afternoon extended camp care program, as well as a 
social lunch hour with theme days, games and activities.  
Info: 917-6800, ext 0, or on-line registration: 
www.arts4all.org.

Plant  Oaks and More on the 
"Dish" Hill

Sat. Dec. 18 and 25, 10am-1pm.  Since 1979, Magic, 
www.ecomagic.org, has worked in partnership with Stanford 
to regenerate native California oaks on university lands.  
More than 5,000 volunteers have established more than 
2,000 oaks and tens of thousands of other native plants.  
Help add trees and understorey species along a recreational 
route enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of visitors each 
year.  In addition to planting, you are asked to commit to at 
least one weekday evening watering session between May 
and October.  To reserve a spot and info:  Robin Bayer, 
robin@ecomagic.org, 323-7333.

PACO Concert Celebrates 
Beethoven's 240th Birthday

Sat. Dec. 18, 8pm, The Eagle Theater of Los Altos High 
School, 201 Almond Ave, Los Altos.  The Palo Alto Chamber 
Orchestra celebrates Ludwig van Beethoven's birthday with 
a performance of his Piano Concerto No. 1 in C Major and 
Symphony No. 6 (Pastoral).  The soloist is MIT 
professor David Deveau.  Also featured will be Pavel Haas' 
Study for String Orchestra (1943).  An advanced string 
quartet from PACO will perform the fiery third movement 
of Shostakovich's String Quartet No. 3.  $15 adult, $10 
senior/student.  
Info: 856-3848, info@pacomusic.org, www.pacomusic.org.
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Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre:
Mainstage Season 
Performances

Palo Alto Children's Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield, Palo Alto.
Ferdinand the Bull, Jan. 25- Feb. 13, 
Metamorphosis - A New Play 
Development by Betsy Franco,  
March 3-12, Charlotte's Web, Mar 31 
- Apr. 9, Lord of the Flies, May 19 - 28.  
Auditions are for children 8 years of 
age through high school, unless 
otherwise noted.  Info: 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/csd/
activities_and_recreation/
attractions/childrens_theatre

Saturday Playhouse 
Season 2010-2011

Performed in the Black Box 
Theatre, inside the Magic Castle by 
the Teens Arts Council Company, 
the Saturday Playhouse Series of 
shows is designed for young 
audiences.  All of the shows are 
interactive, so the audience helps 
the actors tell the story with sound 
and movement. Suitable:                                  
3 to 6 year olds & parents.
Playing Time: Approx. 45 minutes
Tickets:  Adult - $10, Child - $5. All 
dates and times are subject to 
change.  Snow White, Jan. 15,  10am 
& 12pm.

Sing with Ragazzi!  

Sat. Jan 8, 9:30am-1pm, Redwood 
City; Registration opens Nov. 29.
If your boy is between the ages of 7 
and 10, register for SingFest!, a free 
half-day minicamp and auditions.  
The Ragazzi Boys Chorus offers a 
complete music education through 
a proven, award-winning choral 
program.  Boys begin with one 
evening per week of choral singing 
and progress through a full course 

of choral/vocal and theory 
instruction.  Ragazzi performs its 
own concert series, tours 
domestically and internationally, and 
collaborates with other prestigious 
Bay Area arts organizations.  
SingFest! is Jan. 8, 2011 in Redwood 
City. Info: www.ragazzi.org.  
Registration: 342-8785.  Flyer: 
www.ragazzi.org/
Rag_SingFest11.pdf.  En Español: 
www.ragazzi.org/
Rag_SingFest11SPANISH.pdf.

PYO Special Alumni 
Event: Holiday Concert

Featuring Peninsula Youth Orchestra 
& PYO Alumni 
Light Classical, Pops, & Holiday 
Music. 
Sun. Dec. 19 at 7:30 pm.
Carlmont High School Theater, 
Belmont.  Free.

Special Events Concert: 
The Bay of Hope

Bay Area Youth Orchestra Festival
Featuring PYO and several other 
bay area youth orchestras.
Sun., Jan. 16, 2011 at 3pm.
Davies Symphony Hall, San 
Francisco.
Tickets are $30 to $60.
For tickets and information, 
www.sfsymphony.org/season/
Event.aspx?eventid=46110

Speaking in Tongues
Spanish Immersion Parents Association of 
Palo Alto (SIPAPA) presents "Speaking in 
Tongues", a documentary which follows four 
diverse kids on a journey to become 
bilingual.  The film premiered in 2009 and 
received the Audience Award for Best 
Documentary Feature at the San Francisco 
International Film Festival,   Thurs., Jan.27, 
7pm, Jordan Middle School Cafetorium. 
Admission is free.  For more information: 
www.sipapa.org.

Sports
Palo Alto Soccer Club Youth 
Development Program

PASC is again offering YDP this winter, open 
to boys and girls ages 5-9.  
Saturdays 8:30-9:30am. Jan. 8 through Feb. 
12, 2011. Mayfield soccer fields - rain or 
shine.  Training focuses on skills development 
with small sided scrimmages at the end of 
each season.  The goal is to have fun and 
develop skills. Coaches ensure that every 
player is fully engaged during practices, 
greatly improving ball handling and tactical 
concepts. If there is enough interest, a spring 
PASC U8 team may be formed at the end of 
the session.   Free for current PASC players/
$60 for new players.  Visit 
www.pasoccerclub.org for more information. 

Palo Alto Little League 
Baseball leagues for children who live in Palo 
Alto and who will be 5 yrs old or older by 
April 30, 2011. New & returning players, 
register (pabaseball.org/registration) now for 
Spring season!
Walk-in Registration at PALL Clubhouse, 
3672 Middlefield Rd.
League representatives will be available to 
assist you in person:
Wed., Jan 5, 7 to 9 pm. Sat., Jan. 8,11 am to 2 
pm. Sun., Jan. 9,noon to 3 p.m.
Kindergartners: Sign-up for T-Ball!
More info: pabaseball.org, 
registration@pabaseball.org.

Parent Education

Community Events for the PAUSD Area – December 10, 2010

Community Kiosk
A bi-weekly publication of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs. The mention of any business or service does not imply an endorsement by the Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
or the Palo Alto Unified School District. Only short announcements of not-for-profit events of interest to PAUSD elementary school families are considered for 
publication. Submissions may be edited for clarity or space.  PTA Council President: Terry Godfrey. Kiosk Editor: Karen Karpen 
 Deadline for the next issue: January 5, 2011, 5pm.  E-mail submissions to: kioskeditor@paloaltopta.org

Music and Arts

Sports Opportunities for Kids

For current sports opportunities, 
visit:
 info.paloalto.pta.org/sports.shtml

Enjoy your Winter Break!
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