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CARMELETTER
This month’s Coffee with the 
Principal is Wednesday, 12/18 
and is going to focus on 
Project Cornerstone’s 
developmental assets.  The 
assets are the characteristics 
of young people that correlate 

with social-emotional health.  The YMCA, 
which created Project Cornerstone decades 
ago, began researching youth health while 
everyone else was talking about what makes 
young people unhealthy.  In the same way, we 
want to use the Project Cornerstone example 
to identify and improve those things that make 
El Carmelo a safe and welcoming school.  It’s 
work that we can all be a part of.

All of the adults in the school, including 
parent volunteers, can have an impact on how 
students feel safe and valued.  One example is 
the ABC Reader Program that I have written 
about on this page before.  Another is to 
simply talk to and get to know your children’s 
friends, being that caring adult outside the 
family that research tells us is an important 
part of our kids’ development.

On another note, one of the big themes this 
year in all El Carmelo classrooms is writing.  
We began looking last year at three types of 
writing that we want students to learn to 
engage in by fifth grade: narrative, information 
and argument (don’t worry, not that type of 
argument!).  These are the writing types 
emphasized by the Common Core State 
Standards that are our guide as we develop 
curriculum for our grade levels, K-5.  We will 
take another coffee to talk about the Common 
Core and answer questions about how we are 
enacting them at El Carmelo.

Recently, the fourth and fifth grade classes 
have been innovating in writing by having 
students use technology to co-create and peer 
edit texts that they write.  To do this, the 
students use PAUSD student accounts that 
include Google docs that allow them to share 
their writing with teachers and each other.  
These accounts also provide access codes to 
Type to Learn 4, a “free-to-families,” district-
sponsored typing program.  Going forward, 
the upper grade classes are hoping that we can 

Principal’s Letter
Dear parents and students of El Carmelo,

 Calendar
Wednesday, December 18
Coffee with the Principal, 8:30am
Friday, December 20
Minimum Day
December 23 to January 3
Winter Break
Saturday, January 11
Pancake Breakfast, 8:30-10am

Thursday, January 16
LEGO Night, 6-8pm
Monday, January 20
No School, MLK Jr. Day
Wednesday, January 22
Coffee with the Principal, 8:30am
Friday, January 24
Badminton Fundraising Event, 5-7pm
Monday, January 27
Family Restaurant Night at Chevy’s, 5-9pm

Monday to Thursday, January 27-30
Book Exchange
Friday, January 31
PiE Campaign Ends - Last Day to Donate!

Saturday, March 15
37th Annual Auction: The Olympics, 6-11pm

(continued on next page)

SAVE THE DATE!
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This past weekend I was helping run a local 
soccer tournament for 12 and 13 year old girls.  
Throughout the day, I was amazed by how many 
parents and other caring adults were giving of 
their time and talents to help these girls have a 
day of soccer.  I had refreshments show up to 
help feed the referees and coaches throughout 
the day.  There were 20 referees that spent a 
great part of their day to oversee games — some 
of them didn’t even have children in the 
tournament.  Coaches had volunteered their 
time all season to help the girls progress in their 
soccer skills.  At the end of the day, unsolicited 
volunteers helped move soccer goals and take 
down corner flags.  It reminded me of the 
power of giving that I have found during my 
many years being a part of our El Carmelo 
community.

This past week, many parents helped run our 
Inclusive Schools Week at El Carmelo.  The 
power of the week is in helping the kids be 
aware of how to be more sensitive to the 
differences in their school community whether 
in learning styles or physical ability.  Our parent 
community came together to support our 4th 
and 5th grade children in the school play last 
month.  Hours of time were spent in overseeing 
rehearsals, helping with publicity, and bringing 
refreshments for the closing party.  The 
children gave of their effort and talents in the 
production, and the parents gave their support.

Our teachers and support staff give us their 
gifts of time and support in academic learning 

and social support for our 
children.  We have library 
time, music instruction, 
P.E. enrichment, science 
and math activities, field trips, reading 
specialists and counseling services, leadership 
training, writing and literacy in classes, and the 
list goes on.  All of these learning opportunities 
during the day give our children the chance to 
grow and progress as learners, friends, and 
members of our community.  Our parents and 
teachers and staff give countless hours to the 
classrooms and community events that benefit 
our children and their experience here at 
school.

We had a wonderful outpouring of generosity 
from our El Carmelo community in giving toys 
to our annual Holiday Toy Drive that benefits 
children in need in our community.  As this 
holiday season comes into full swing, I hope we 
all have chances to give freely of our love and 
time to our families, friends, and those in need. 
Sometimes all that is needed is a smile, a 
meaningful conversation, sharing a meal, or 
quiet time together to reach the hearts of those 
we know.  May you have a wonderful break 
filled with time with your loved ones and 
gifts given and received.

With a greatful heart,
--Julia Jacobsen
juliacjacobsen@gmail.com

PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

afford to add additional, inexpensive notebook 
computers so they can more easily access these 
writing tools.  I will communicate more on this 
school initiative later.

I’m looking forward to meeting with you all 
in the future about these important topics.  
We are looking forward to the challenge!

Be on the lookout for more opportunities 
to learn about the Common Core.
Have a great winter break!
--Chuck Merritt

Principal’s Letter (continued %om page 1)

mailto:juliacjacobsen@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:juliacjacobsen@gmail.com?subject=
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Ms. Denise is a huge reason why El 
Carmelo has such a strong 
community.  Every year, Ms. Denise 
welcomes new families and 
introduces them to the ins and outs 
of El Carmelo.  You can always 
count on Ms. Denise to be at El 
Carmelo’s Annual Auction and other 
social events.  And her Kinder 
students can’t get enough of her;  
they can’t wait to go back to her 
classroom every morning.  Ms. 
Denise is an El Carmelo treasure!!!

CHILDHOOD

Ms. Denise was born at 
Stanford Hospital and raised in 
Palo Alto.  

She grew up in a big family.  
She has four brothers and 
four sisters!  Her dad owned a 
construction company, and her 
mom was a singer.

She attended Greendell 
Elementary School (currently 
the site for Preschool Family), 
JLS, and Cubberley High School.

As a child, Ms. Denise’s 
hobbies were sports and 
gardening.  She used to bike all 
over Palo Alto with her friends 
and come back home for dinner.  

She enjoyed snow skiing, 
water skiing, and camping.
EDUCATION

After high school, Ms. Denise 
went to U.C. Santa Barbara.

At U.C. Santa Barbara, she 
was on the gymnastics team 
and the soccer team.  

Ms. Denise paid for all of 
her college tuition and 
expenses.  She worked 15-20 
hours per week the whole time 
she was there, even during 
athletic tournaments and exams.
CAREER PATH

Ms. Denise’s first job was 
taking third graders on hikes at 
Hidden Villa.  She realized she 
loved working with kids and 
decided to become an “inside” 
teacher.
EL CARMELO

Ms. Denise was teaching at 
Walter Hays when the El 
Carmelo principal asked her to 
come over.  Ms. Denise taught 
first grade for the first four years 
and then switched to 
Kindergarten, a grade she fell in 
love with.

Ms. Denise has been at El 
Carmelo for 27 years.

What does Ms. Denise like 
most about El Carmelo?  She 
loves the families and her 
students.

What does she like least?  She 
wishes El Carmelo had more 
trees.

Ms. Denise was the Kinder 
teacher of many kids who grew 
up to be successful, including 
actor James Franco and singer-
songwriter Matt Simons.
FAMILY

Ms. Denise met her husband 
Rich in high school.  He worked 
as Captain of the Palo Alto Fire 
Department.

They have two children.  
Their son Kolby is 24.  He works 
in sound production for HP and 
plays the drums (author’s note: 
Kolby is a music prodigy.)

Their daughter Kristen is 22.  
She is graduating from California 
Lutheran University in May and 
has a talent for staging homes. 
HOBBIES

Ms. Denise is very active.  
She spends her free time road 
biking, mountain biking, 
roller blading, hiking, yoga, 
reading, and playing board 
games.  She LOVES dancing. 
FUN FACTS

Dylan B. (a Kinder who 
helped with this interview) says 
that “Ms. Denise doesn’t wear 
pink a lot.”

“I am the teacher who’s been 
here the longest...” :)

“I love to travel all over the 
world.”

of El Carmelo
Meet One of El Carmelo’s Most Beloved Teachers: Denise Dauler

Want to interview someone 
in the El Carmelo 

community?  It’s easy.
Email: 

carmeletter@paloaltopta.orgMs.���������	
��������������������  Denise���������	
��������������������  was���������	
��������������������  interviewed���������	
��������������������  by���������	
��������������������  Dylan���������	
��������������������  B.���������	
��������������������  (Kinder)���������	
��������������������  &���������	
��������������������  Isis���������	
��������������������  D.���������	
��������������������  (5th).

mailto:carmeletter@paloaltopta.org?subject=
mailto:carmeletter@paloaltopta.org?subject=
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INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS WEEK

During the week of 
December 2-6, El Carmelo 
joined schools across the 
country with an observation 
of Inclusive Schools Week.  
Sponsored by the Inclusive 
Schools Network, the week is 
a celebration of the progress 
that schools have made in 
providing excellent education 
for all students, including 
those marginalized by 
disability, gender, socio-
economic status, cultural 
heritage, language 
preference, and other 
factors.  

At El Carmelo, our 
activities focused on ability 
awareness.  The activities 
aimed to help students better 
understand, accept, and 
include students (and others) 
who have special needs due 
to learning differences.  Like 
our Project Cornerstone 
ABC Reader Program, the 
week’s activities encouraged 
acceptance and respect for all 
people and served as a 
reminder that we are all 
gifted in different ways. 

Each day during lunch 
recess, between twenty and 
seventy interested students 
came to the MP Room to 
participate in an activity 

designed to give them a small 
glimpse of the daily 
experience of some of their 
differently-abled peers.  

We began the week by 
observing that everyone has 
talents and areas where we 
struggle.  We also noticed 
that it was hard to think of 
something that everyone was 
good at or that everyone has 
difficulty with; we are all 
gifted in different ways.  The 
kids also recognized that 
some things become easier 
with practice; for example, 
the first time most of us pick 
up a musical instrument, we 
can’t play at all, but with 
practice, we improve.  There 
are some things though that 
won’t improve, or at least 
won’t improve very much, no 
matter how hard we practice.  
For example, most vision 
problems can’t be solved with 
practice; we use glasses or 
contacts instead.  We talked 
about how there are some 
things that most of us take 
for granted that are very, very 
difficult for others, just 
because that’s the way their 
brain or their body works.  
Finally, we talked about ways 
to be supportive of friends 
and classmates who have 
learning differences; in 
particular, we decided that it 
isn’t always helpful in the 
long term to simply step in 
and do a task for someone 
who is struggling since that 
takes away the opportunity 
to learn, but that 

understanding and 
patience can go a long 
way toward easing the way 
toward success. 

Our activities each day 
were different, and focused 
on a different area of learning 
differences:

๏ On Monday, we 
explored fine motor skills by 
inviting kids to try buttoning 
a shirt or stringing beads 
while wearing socks on their 
hands.  Most children found 
this to be quite challenging, 
and many kids realized that 
this kind of disability could 
quickly become very 
frustrating, especially in a 
classroom setting where 
someone might not feel like 
(s)he has adequate time to 
complete tasks.

๏ On Tuesday, Mr. 
Merritt led an activity where 
pairs of children were given 
twenty pipe cleaners to build 
a freestanding structure that 
was as tall as possible.  They 
were told that they would 
lose abilities as time passed.  
First, the kids were 
instructed that they could no 
longer communicate verbally 
with one another, and then 
they were instructed to also 
only use one hand per 
person.  Even with just a 
short period of enforced 
silence, kids recognized what 
a gift speech is; they missed 
not only the ability to 
provide information and 

(continued on next page)
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make requests of each other, 
but also the ability to 
socialize.  A couple of 
children noticed that the 
experience of only being 
allowed to use one hand is 
quite common at El Carmelo:  
“Oh my gosh – this is what it 
must have felt like when [a 
classmate] broke his arm!  
Everything is so HARD!”

๏ On Wednesday, 
students explored problems 
related to visual perception 
like dyslexia and visual motor 
processing difficulties where 
the brain sends a message, 
but the hands can’t 
cooperate.  Children were 
invited to decode a sentence 
printed in a way that mimics 
the way it might appear to a 
dyslexic person and were 
then asked to write their 
names while looking in a 
mirror, so that their name 
appears correctly in the 
mirror, rather than when 
looking directly at the paper.  
The mirror activity was very 
challenging for most 
students, and many wanted 
to give up; those children, 
especially, developed a new 
appreciation for kids who 
regularly experience 
frustration that might be due 
to a learning difference.

๏ On Thursday, we 
explored auditory processing 
with several short activities.  
First, students listened to 
several recordings of the 
same sound that mimicked 

what someone with normal 
hearing, moderate hearing 
loss, and severe hearing loss 
would hear.  Then they 
learned about how 
background noise can 
negatively impact the ability 
of someone who is hearing-
impaired to pick out the 
sounds (s)he wants to hear by 
doing a dot-to-dot activity 
where the dots were labeled 
with symbols and could only 
be connected correctly by 
listening to instructions 
recorded intentionally with a 
lot of background noise.  
This activity also was a great 
demonstration of some of 
the difficulties posed by 
attention deficit disorders, 
since it was hard for kids to 
pick up again once they 
missed an instruction or two.  
Finally, Mr. Merritt led an 
activity where children 
turned their backs to him, 
put on headphones, and tried 
to draw a picture based on 
his verbal instructions.  Kids 
noticed not only the obvious, 
that it was hard to follow 
instructions that can’t be 
heard well, but also that 
sometimes instructions are 
ambiguous, and we rely on 
non-verbal cues to help us 
really make sense of 
conversations.

๏ Finally, we closed the 
week on Friday with a mini-
celebration as we explored 
the gift of sight by teaming 
up with Noon Art for an 
activity that combined art 

with an abilities awareness 
twist.  Blindfolded students 
were paired with sighted 
students who helped them 
decorate cookies; once 
decorated, the cookies were 
naturally consumed with 
delight.

In addition to noontime 
activities, El Carmelo 
students observed Inclusive 
Schools Week during library 
time.  Ms. Bell read and 
discussed age-appropriate 
books related to the theme 
of abilities awareness, with 
characters with special needs.

This week wouldn’t have 
been possible without the 
help of many volunteers who 
not only helped to set up, 
clean up, and run the 
activities, but also tried to 
encourage students to work 
more quickly than they were 
comfortable with to imitate 
the kind of time pressure 
many students with learning 
differences feel, and, most 
importantly, had important 
conversations with small 
groups of kids about what 
the experience was like and 
how they might be 
supportive of kids in their 
classrooms who might 
experience similar feelings all 
the time.  
--Inclusive���������	
��������������������  Schools���������	
��������������������  Week���������	
��������������������  
Chair,���������	
��������������������  Maria���������	
��������������������  Derrick���������	
��������������������  
(wesderrick@mindspring.com)

INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS WEEK (continued %om page 4)

mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com?subject=
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com?subject=
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ALADDIN SELLS OUT AT EL CARMELO!
The El Carmelo MP room was transformed 

into a bazaar and desert cave on November 14, 
15 and 16 when, under the directorship of the 
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre Outreach 
Program, a group of students from 4th and 5th 
grades put on performances of Aladdin.  

It was a packed house for all three 
performances with total attendance 
surpassing over 435 people!  And nobody 
was disappointed.  The costumes and set were 
beautiful.  The weeks of rehearsal paid off, and 
it all came together as the cast and crew 
performed spectacularly.  El Carmelo’s budding 
actors can be proud of their efforts.

The behind-the-scenes efforts of many 
cannot be overlooked.  The parents of all cast 
and crew volunteered their time to ensure 
every aspect of the performance was tended to.  

From supervising rehearsals, to assisting with 
publicity to supervising the dressing rooms and 
green room, to selling tickets and snacks and 
flowers at the performances, to organizing the 
cast party, donating food and cleaning up after, 
all the assistance was greatly appreciated.  

We can’t wait to do this all over again in 
two years!
--School���������	
��������������������  Play���������	
��������������������  Chair,���������	
��������������������  Lucinda���������	
��������������������  Brommersma���������	
��������������������  
(lucinda@lucindabrommersma.com)

BOOK EXCHANGE - COMING IN JANUARY!
El Carmelo’s annual 
Book Exchange, a 
wonderful opportunity 
to trade outgrown 
books (or those that 
never captured your 
child’s interest) for 

wonderful new titles, is just around the corner.
Students are invited to bring gently used 

books of any reading level to their classrooms 
Monday-Thursday, January 27-30.  The 
books will be collected daily by 5th grade 
volunteers and sorted by parent volunteers.  
On Friday, January 31, a box of grade-
appropriate books will be delivered to each 
classroom for redistribution.  Students will 
then choose “new-to-you” books.  Every 
student, even those who cannot donate, will be 
able to choose at least one book; students who 
donate books may choose one book for each 
book donated, up to five.

If you are taking some time over the next 
weeks to sort through your children’s book 
collection to make room for new reading 
material, please donate the books you are 
ready to pass on to new owners to the Book 
Exchange.  A) donations are welcome, but books for 
older (4th/5th grade) students are especia)y 
appreciated.  If it is possible for your family, 
please also consider donating more than five 
books, since that enables us to be sure that 
everyone gets to choose something.  Books 
remaining after the Book Exchange will be 
donated to a good cause.

Look for more Book Exchange news in 
Friday folders in January!  If you have 
questions, would like to donate books, or 
would like to volunteer to sort books, please 
contact Maria Derrick.  In the meantime, 
happy reading!
--Book���������	
��������������������  Exchange���������	
��������������������  Chair,���������	
��������������������  Maria���������	
��������������������  Derrick���������	
��������������������  
(wesderrick@mindspring.com)

mailto:lucinda@lucindabrommersma.com?subject=
mailto:lucinda@lucindabrommersma.com?subject=
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com?subject=
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com?subject=
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EL CARMELO’S 37TH ANNUAL AUCTION - THE OLYMPICS!
WHAT IS THE AUCTION?

The El Carmelo PTA’s Annual Auction is a fun evening of food, shopping, 
and entertainment.  You’ll have opportunities to buy inexpensive Auction Items 
(parties,  outings with your favorite teacher, services, trips, etc.) and socialize 
with other parents and staff.  The Annual Auction fosters the spirit of community 
that characterizes El Carmelo.
WHY IS THE AUCTION SO IMPORTANT?

This one event raises nearly all of the money the El Carmelo PTA spends 
each year to provide vital programs to El Carmelo students (such as field trips, 
assemblies, school supplies, site improvement, computers and technology, 
visiting authors, school community events, and more).

HOW CAN I BE A PART OF THIS FUN EVENT?
This important event can’t happen without everyone’s support.

Come���������	
��������������������  to���������	
��������������������  the���������	
��������������������  Auction���������	
��������������������  on���������	
��������������������  Saturday,���������	
��������������������  3/15,���������	
��������������������  6-11pm���������	
��������������������  at���������	
��������������������  the���������	
��������������������  Elks���������	
��������������������  Lodge.���������	
��������������������  

Volunteer to be on the Auction Committee (contact Amy Love).

Donate (host a children's or adults’ party, provide a service or product 
with your special talents, share a vacation home, donate cash, etc.).  Look for 
forms in Friday folders; alternatively, forms are available in Office or at http://
tinyurl.com/ElCarmeloOlympics.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - thank you!
--Three���������	
��������������������  Times���������	
��������������������  Auction���������	
��������������������  Chair���������	
��������������������  Extraordinaire,���������	
��������������������  Amy���������	
��������������������  Love���������	
��������������������  (aloveinchile@yahoo.com)

Family Restaurant Night at    

Monday, 1/27/2014, 5:00pm-9:00pm
Please come and support the El Carmelo PTA.  
Invite ALL of your friends and family to join... 

and Chevys will donate 15% of the proceeds to the El Carmelo PTA. 
Don’t forget to bring the flyer (http://tinyurl.com/ChevysElCarmelo).

Address: 2116 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View 

Let’s bring home the gold for El Carmelo!

http://tinyurl.com/ElCarmeloOlympics
http://tinyurl.com/ElCarmeloOlympics
http://tinyurl.com/ElCarmeloOlympics
http://tinyurl.com/ElCarmeloOlympics
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com?subject=
http://tinyurl.com/ChevysElCarmelo
http://tinyurl.com/ChevysElCarmelo
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Vision Screening: Thanks 
to these parent volunteers 
helping to shepherd children to 
the vision screening – Cynthia 
Tham, Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons 
and Victoriya Rufanova.

Aladdin School Play: A 
huge thank you to Lucinda 
Brommersma for flawlessly 
leading the school play.  Also, 
thanks goes to Amie Neff, 
Arunashree Bhamidipati, Daehee 
Youn, Diana Bang, Erika Krugler, 
Hagit Katzenelson, Heather 
Wi)iamson, Jayne Pearce, Judy 
Priest, Julia Jacobsen, Kailin 
Clarke, Kori Shaw, Kshama Jirage, 
Kyrie Robinson, Maria Carranza, 
Maria Derrick, Maya 
Venkatraman, Patricia Campbe), 
Robert Siu, Ronna Edwards, 
Shannon Silva, Sharon Tobias, 
Sherwin Wong, Shirley Quismorio, 
Stephanie Youngquist, Susy Kim 
and Yanping Ni for all their 
contributions to the 
production.  Thanks to the 
PTA and parents for funding 
the program.  Thanks to all the 
staff at the Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre Outreach Program for 
their commitment to El 
Carmelo and providing us with 
a great script, the director, the 
fabulous costumes, the beautiful 
set, the props and technical 
support throughout the 
performances, as well as 

coordinating ticket sales for all 
shows.  Last, but definitely not 
least, a big thank you to Chuck 
Merritt, Jennifer Fernandez and 
Ginny Nagao for their support of 
the program and logistical 
assistance throughout. 

Innvision Holiday Toy 
Drive: Thanks to Erich Heilman 
for spearheading this event that 
helps get toys to children in 
need. Also, thanks to Melanie 
Gurunathan for helping with 
signage and publicity and 
custodian Jerry Phok for his 
always enthusiastic support.  
Thanks to the generosity of the 
many who donated toys! 

Palo Alto Partners in 
Education (PiE) Donation 
Days: PiE Co-Chairs Medha 
Nanal, Sarah Cornwe), Mizuho 
Goto, and Susy Kim led Donation 
Days at our school.  Thank you 
so much to all the parents who 
wore the blue PiE shirts!  A 
special shout out to Faiza 
Zarroug, A)i Wong, Yan Sun, and 
Ann Holum for manning the 
south entrances.

Inclusive Schools Week: 
Maria Derrick planned and ran 
activities each day at lunchtime 
to help the kids be more aware 
of the differences in their 
school.  Thanks to Mary Yung 
(PAUSD Inclusion TOSA) for 
coming to help out. Also, many 

thanks to Lucinda Brommersma, 
Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons, 
Christine Hodson, Julia Jacobsen, 
Sripriya Kannan, Louise Levy, 
Hubert Wong, Stephanie 
Youngquist, Devony Taylor for 
leading the Noon Art activity, 
Tish for cheerfully working so 
hard to clean up hot lunch 
things so that the MP Room 
would be available within 
minutes of serving lunch for 
completely unrelated activities, 
and Ms. Be) and Mr. Merritt.

eNews: Thanks to Abby 
Domine for keeping us informed 
weekly by compiling our eNews.

Room Parents: Thanks to 
all the room parents for keeping 
us informed of classroom needs 
and other important details.  
We appreciate you gathering 
gifts for teachers and organizing 
class parties and helping get the 
word out about activities at the 
school.

See’s Candy Fundraiser: 
Thank you to Tzielan Le and 
Sharon Tobias for organizing this 
annual fundraiser that benefits 
our school.

Submissions for next 
Carmeletter due

Thursday, 1/23/14
Email submissions to 

carmeletter@paloaltopta.org

In Appreciation
Thank you parents and staff - and have a wonderful holiday season and winter break!

IMPORTANT: How should the PTA invest approx. $100,000 in El Carmelo?  
Your opinion counts.  PLEASE TAKE THIS SHORT SURVEY NOW!

http://kate688.polldaddy.com/s/el-carmelo-pta-parent-strategic-initiative-funding-survey 
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