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Calendar
Thursday, June 7
Last Day of School

Thursday, June 14
Office closes

Sunday, August 12
New Family Ice Cream Social, 2-4pm

Tuesday, August 14
CLASS LISTS POSTED, 4-6PM

Thursday, August 16
First Day of School

CARMELETTER
Principal’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents,

As I write this, I am returning 
home from my daughter’s 
graduation from college.  Like 
our 5th graders, she is moving 
on to new experiences and is 
one step further toward 
independence in life.  All of us 
who are parents have as our 

goal that our children grow up, become 
independent and learn to do more and more on 
their own.  Even in elementary school we can begin 
to picture what characteristics we want our children 
to have as young adults and to think about what are 
the developmental ‘stepping stones’ along the way.

What is appropriate independence for our 
children?  Obviously this changes continually from 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade and beyond; 
from getting to choose what they will have for 
lunch to being responsible for completing 
important schoolwork on their own.  The trick for 
parents is to monitor and adapt to the rhythm of 
our child’s development, knowing when to increase 
the opportunities for independence.

Fortunately for parents, we don’t have to do this 
alone.  One of the best resources for understanding 
our children’s rapidly expanding capacity for 
responsibility is through talking to other parents.  
Though children are not all alike, there is still great 
value in listening to each other’s experiences.  It can 
be helpful to hear what an older child can do on her 
own so we can think ahead about our own child and 
be prepared to support him.

As we move toward our June 7 Promotion 
ceremonies (Kinder and 5th Grade), let me extend my 
congratulations to all of the students that we are 

celebrating and particularly to the 5th graders as they 
prepare for the wonderful challenges ahead. 
-Chuck Merritt 
cmerritt@pausd.org

special summer issue

What is your teacher 
doing this summer?

Go to page 3 to find out...

mailto:cmerritt@pausd.org
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Unbelievably, the school 
year is almost over.  
Wasn’t it just yesterday 
when my husband and I 
left our younger daughter 
to begin the adventure of 
Kindergarten?  I thought 
it was just yesterday (well, 
ok, maybe the day before 
yesterday) when we left 
my soon-to-be 4th grader 

at her first day of Kindergarten!  And now one is just 
about ready to go to school all day, while the other 
truly enters the ranks of “big kids” at El Carmelo.   
Both girls are sadly counting the remaining days; they 
love their teachers and aren’t sure they’re ready to 
move on. 

Along with other El Carmelo families, we 
recently visited both girls’ classrooms for their 
Student Showcases.  What a joy to share a bit in their 
accomplishments – and how interesting to find out 
what they think are among the most important 
things they learned this year.  I knew my 3rd grader 
had conquered her multiplication facts, but I didn’t 
know about all of her creative writing or about the 
lengthy list of books she read at school.  I knew my 
Kinder had mastered the monkey bars, but I hadn’t 
looked at her “Big Book” in months and therefore 
hadn’t really seen how much her writing has 

progressed.  Sometimes it is hard to take note of the 
progress when you’re in the thick of it – when you 
see the daily math homework or listen to a child read 
to you every night, you don’t notice how much 
they’re learning.  I’m sure you made similar 
discoveries during your visits to your children’s 
classrooms.  

I’m looking forward to the change of pace of 
summer, and so are my kids, but I know that by the 
beginning of August (or maybe even late June), they 
will be asking how many more days must pass before 
the beginning of school.  In the meantime though, I 
aim to make the most of the time we get to spend 
together.  I only was able to attend the beginning of 
the presentation by Dr. Harley Rotbart (author of No 
Regrets Parenting), but I was reminded once again how 
important it is to appreciate the moments we have 
with our kids now.  I hope your summer adventures 
allow plenty of moments to treasure with your 
children, and that they are wonderfully rejuvenating.  

Congratulations and best wishes to our 5th 
graders (and their families)!  Best wishes, too, to 
other families who will be moving on to other 
schools.  And to the rest of you – I’ll see you in 
the Fall!

--Maria Derrick 
(wesderrick@mindspring.com)

PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

ARE YOU GREEN?
El Carmelo would like to thank this year’s 

Green Team members for their wonderful help this 
year and the great job they did: Mary Lou Meeks, 
Soowon Kim, Sharon Tobias, Isaac 
Katzenelson,  Erich Heilman and Jim 
Barbera.  Both Walk, Bike, Roll 
days were big successes and the Earth 
Day Fair was outstanding.  Well Done!

This next year, 2012-2013, looks to be a big year 
for more projects.  We’ll work with the district to 
expand biking to school (promoting Walk’in 
Wednesdays!), continue to strengthen our 

recycling/composting program, continue to work 
on energy efficiency and establish a home-school 
live green program with student participation.

If these activities sound exciting and/or 
interesting to you and you’d like to join El 
Carmelo’s 2012-2013 Green Team, please 
contact Diane McCoy or Annette Isaacson at email 
addresses listed below.  We’d love to have parents 'om 
a( different grade levels represented.���������	
��������������������  ���������	
��������������������  Thanks���������	
��������������������  and���������	
��������������������  we���������	
��������������������  
look���������	
��������������������  forward���������	
��������������������  to���������	
��������������������  next���������	
��������������������  year.���������	
��������������������  ���������	
��������������������  GO���������	
��������������������  GREEN!
--Teacher Members: 
Diane McCoy (dmccoy@pausd.org), 
Annette Isaacson (annetteisaacson@comcast.net).

mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
mailto:annetteisaacson@comcast.net
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  A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE EL CARMELO PTA

CARMELETTER ● JUNE 4, 2012 ● ISSUE 9 ! PAGE 3

OFFICE:
Jennifer Fernandez: “Going 
to Nicaragua!”
Ginny Nagao: “I am going to the 
east coast for a wedding at the end of 
June and then a quick trip to Hawaii in 
July.”
Chuck Merritt: “My wife and I are 
carving out a week this summer in 
Ashland, Oregon to stay in a cabin 
and attend the Shakespeare 
Festival there.”
CUSTODIANS:  
Jerry Phok and Rickey Moore will 
be working hard because PAUSD 
summer school is at El Carmelo this year!
LIBRARY:
Leslie Bell: “Going to Hawaii!  Aloha!”
KINDER:
Denise Dauler: “I am going on long bike rides, 
long hikes, water skiing, camping, yoga, 
rollerblading, reading, cooking (rea(y!), and 
spending lots of time with my family and 
my dad.  Rich is a pilot so we will fly to 
some new places to explore.”
Serena Chandley: “I will be at the 
end of a rope - behind our boat - in the 
middle of a lake - with my wakeboard 
strapped on - hollering - "Hit it!"”
Marilyn Nishio: “I am spending 
time with family and friends, catching up 
on all my projects and celebrating a good 
friend's birthday in Italy.”
1ST GRADE:
Susie Davidson: “I will spend one week in 
Hawaii celebrating my mother-in-law’s 70th 
birthday with 16 other Davidsons.  The rest of 
the summer will be spent relaxing at home with 
my kids.”
Diane McCoy: “This summer I look forward to 
returning to teach at Literacy Summer 

School.  It will be exciting as I get to 
teach/assist First Graders graduating 
into Second Grade and our reading/
writing curriculum will revolve 
around insects!  My co-teachers include some dear 
teacher friends I've had in the district for many 
years.  Lastly, I look forward to spending more 
time with my husband, two lovely pet dogs 
and reading the pile of interesting, fun novels 
stacking up!”
Kathleen Steinberger: “I'm 
getting married!!!”
2ND GRADE:
Robin Dosskey: “I'll be taking a 
Theatreworks workshop, then 
teach Literacy Summer School, 
and lastly, off to Maui.  Aloha!”
Lori Beasley: “The big vacation is a 
trip to Hawaii with my family.  I also 
will be doing some work 
organizing my classroom 
and thinking about 2nd grade.  
My kids and I plan on 
swimming a lot and playing 
outside.  Yeah! Can't wait!”
Leanne Fonteyn: “Broadway 
shows in SF.
Visit friends in LA.  Grow 
tomatoes.  Read books on new 
iPad.  Karaoke with husband Rob.”
3RD GRADE:
Michelle Haughney: “Travel to a 
tropical location to relax on the 
beach with my husband.”
John Walton: “I'm going to sleep 
in on the first day of vacation. Then I 
hope to travel to my favorite fossil 
localities in the American West and 
do some fossil hunting. There's a 
special restaurant south of Denver that serves an 
excellent fried chicken dinner. I may swing over 

that way to continue doing research for 
my book: Fried Chicken I have 
Known. Finally, sometime this 

summer, my daughter Katie and I will 
attend some of the performances of 

Shakespeare and others in Ashland, Oregon.”

THE QUESTION IS...
“What are you doing this summer?”

(continued on next page...)
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BUSINESSES DONATE TO EL CARMELO

Did you know that a significant fraction of the 
PTA budget each year comes from donations made 
by local and national businesses?  

Our eScrip program has 
resulted in earnings so far 
this fiscal year (beginning in 

July, 2011) of just over $6600.  Of that, 
Safeway donated almost $3600 and Piazza’s 
donated almost $2000.  

Amazon’s School 
Rewards Program 
has donated almost 
$750 this fiscal year.  
You can participate 

in these two programs by signing up for eScrip at 
www.escrip.com and using your loyalty cards and/or 
a credit/debit card when you shop at participating 
merchants, or, when you shop at Amazon, going to 
the Amazon website through the portal on the El 
Carmelo school or PTA website.

Other significant contributions have come 
from Google (almost $1900) and Microsoft (over 
$100) through various employee matching and 
incentive programs. 

Boxtops for Education 
contributed nearly $300 to El 
Carmelo this year as a result of 
families clipping special boxtops 
worth 10¢ each – that’s a lot of 
boxtops!  

Local eateries Fresh Choice, Pizza My 
Heart, and Chevy’s contributed through our 
Family Restaurant Nights earlier this year (a total 
between the three of almost $950).  

And numerous local businesses made donations 
by donating items for El Carmelo’s Annual 
Auction (check out your Auction catalog).  PiP 
Printing continued to help us with our printing 
needs on our bigger projects.

Thank you to all of the El 
Carmelo families and friends 
who continue to participate 
in eScrip and Amazon 
School Rewards.  And many 
thanks, too, to Safeway, 
Piazza’s, Amazon, Google, 

Microsoft, Boxtops for 
Education, Fresh Choice, Pizza My Heart, 

Chevy’s, PiP Printing, and our Auction donors for 
supporting El Carmelo with generous donations!

Chris Nosek: “This 
summer I'll be training for 
the Vineman Half-
Ironman Triathlon and 
working toward my 
National Board 
Certification in teaching.  
It will be all work and just a little play!”
4TH GRADE:
Robert Siu: “running, hiking, 
camping, beach combing, lounging, 
sleeping, reading… anything ending in 
ING!”
Kendall Wilson: "Reading, Resting and 
Teaching at The Dailey Method." 
Carol Bae Wu: “This summer my 
husband and I plan to travel to Seattle or 

Portland, Napa, and possibly 
Chicago. I'll also be taking some 
cooking classes, yoga, and 
reading books I've been meaning 
to read all year! I hope to NOT do 
any work for school. =)”
5TH GRADE:
Nan Knoblauch: “My kids and 
grandkids are coming from 
Germany to visit.  After they've 
left, we'll roadtrip it somewhere 
up north.”
Kathy Chin: “I am driving to 
Missouri for the birth of our first 
grandchild!  (Beats Hawaii every 
time!)”
Gaelyn Mason: Please ask her 1-on-1.

THE QUESTION IS... “What Are You Doing This Summer?” - (continued)

http://www.escrip.com
http://www.escrip.com
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INTERNATIONAL DAY
Our El Carmelo International 

Day Potluck was a fun-filled day 
with great food, fantastic 
entertainment, and of course, 
our wonderful El Carmelo 
families!  

This was truly a great school 
event thanks to all the families 
that came together to make it 
happen!  We had wonderful 
country display tables thanks to 
(countries in alphabetical order): 
Belize - Kori Shaw
Brazil - Tais Schmitt
China - Jessica Yang, Jen Shen, 
Tammy Chen, Lily Hu, Ying Ji, 
Guicheng Sheng, Janey Wan, and 
Zixin Shen
England - Lucie Thomas and 
Kim Carter
El Salvador - Sarai Guevara
France - Cecile Limborg
Mexico - Adriana Reyna, Silvia 
Morales, and Yadira Zuniga
India & Pakistan - Yusra Beig
Iran - Ali Asado(ahi
Israel - Hagit & Isaac 
Katzenelson
Russia - Tonya Trachuk
Turkmenistan - Svetlana 
Gamolya

Ukraine - Elena Kostrygina
USA - Doreen Rehbock and Jenny 
Schmidt

Also, a special thank you to 
all the families who brought and 
shared such wonderful dishes.  
The food was absolutely 
amazing! 

We also enjoyed wonderful 
performances from Ballet 
Folklorico Fuego Nuevo and 
Paly Bhangra.  Thank you to 
Yusra Beig, a member of Paly 
Bhangra who offered the 
performance; these high school 
students were amazing! 

Thank you to our wonderful 
custodians Jerry Phok and Rickey 
Moore, who came out to lend a 
hand with set up and clean up, 

and to Adriana Reyna, Raymundo 
Salgado, Yadira Zuniga, Silvia & 
Francisco Morales, Miguel Ortiz, 
and Jenny Schmitt who helped as 
well.  Adriana Reyna prepared 
the passports that helped make 
visiting each country’s display 
table even more fun.  And Jenny 
Schmitt ably handled the 
posters/flyers, making sure that 
our entire community knew 
about the event.  Last but 
certainly not least, to Mr. 
Merritt who was an essential 
part of the success of this event, 
even though he couldn’t be there 
for the festivities! 

A mis familias Latinas, les queiro 
decir mil gracias a todos por todo su 
apoyo y coperacion!  Especialmente 
a Adriana Reyna, Silvia Morales, 
Yadira Zuniga, Sarai Guevara y 
Maria Ibarra.  Estas mama’s 
maravillosas estuvieron conmigo 
por todo le camino.  No huevira sido 
un evento tan exitoso sin ellas.  Soy  
muy dichosa en llamarlas mis 
amigas.  Muchisimas gracias!!!
--Maritza Ortiz 
(maricolin97@gmail.com),
International Day Potluck Chair

MAY’S DEVELOPMENTAL ASSET OF THE MONTH:
YOUTH PROGRAMS

May’s Developmental 
Asset of the Month is 
“Youth Programs” 
where young people 
spend three or more 
hours per week in 
sports, clubs, or 

organizations at school and/or in community 
organizations.  As you can imagine, our children 
do very well with this asset:  66% of elementary and 
76% of middle and high school students have this 
asset. 

On April 12, Dr. William Damon, from the 
Stanford Department of Education, came and spoke 

to parents on “Helping Our Children Find Their 
Calling in Life.”  He talked about the positive 
impact that a strong sense of direction and purpose 
has on young people’s lives.  It is during these 
developmental years that kids are finding out who 
they are and what their strengths are.  If they have 
a “spark” they are passionate about, they are 
less likely to be influenced by external 
pressures and distractions.  If they don’t have a 
“spark” or passion, they may have a sense that 
something is missing, that their lives are empty and 
they don’t know why they are working so hard.  So, 
it is important for parents and other adults to 
support youth wherever their interests lie.  

(continued on next page)

mailto:maricolin97@gmail.com
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It’s important to focus on what our 
children want and not what we want for 
them.  This may take patience and “fortitude,” but 
in the long run will be so worth it.  

A spark may change your child’s life.  A spark 
can be a special talent or interest that gives them 
joy.  It might be writing poems or music, creating 
art, playing an instrument or sport, volunteering in 
their community or any other passion or interest 
they have.  A spark gives youth a sense that their 
life has purpose and direction.  As Dr. Damon’s 
research shows, children who have a purpose in 

their life are much more likely to be 
successful and happy.

So, please tend to the “spark” in your children’s 
lives and those of the other children around you.  If 
they have not yet identified what interests them or 
something they can be passionate about, expose 
them to as many opportunities as you can, from 
arts, academics, music, sports, etc.  Listen to their 
voices and support them in their choices. 
This article was developed with materials provided 
courtesy of Project Cornerstone’s Asset-a-Month program. 
For more information, visit www.projectcornerstone.org. 

MAY’S DEVELOPMENTAL ASSET OF THE MONTH - (continued)

INCOMING EL CARMELO KINDER PLAYDATES
 

Welcome, Incoming Kindergarteners and Parents! 
Come join us this summer for relaxed play and fun.  The summertime kinder 

playdates are great opportunities for your child to meet new classmates before the 
start of school and for you to meet other incoming kinder parents.  The playdates 
are fun for both new and returning families!  Our goal is to make the start of the 
kinder year as exciting and as comfortable as possible for you and your child.  

Questions? 
Contact one of your playdate hosts:

Jen Wiener jenwiener@gmail.com 838-9049 (Zachary's mom)
Cynthia Tham cynthia@thamlock.com (Ella's mom) 

Heather Williamson heatherswilliamson@gmail.com 814-6536 (Summer's mom)
Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons katekgg@gmail.com 494-1443 (Charlie's mom)

 Erich Heilman erichheilman@gmail.com 856-0923 (Miles' dad)
Sarah Newman sarahnewman@comcast.net 251-9633 (Max's mom)

We look forward to meeting you and your kinder this summer.  
Mark your calendars, too, for the Ice Cream Social, right before school starts!

June
1. Saturday, 6/16/2012, 9:30-11:30 am - Hoover Park (Host: Jen)
July: 
2. Saturday, 7/14/2012, 9:30-11:30 am - Hoover Park (Host: Cynthia) 
3. Tuesday, 7/24/2012, 10 am-12 pm - El Carmelo (Host: Heather)
4. Monday, 7/30/2012, 2-4 pm - Mitchell Park (Host: Kate)
August: 
5. Monday, 8/6/2012, 2-4 pm -  Mitchell Park (Host: Erich)
6. Monday, 8/13/2012, 3-5 pm - El Carmelo (Host: Sarah)
Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, 8/12/2012, 2-4 pm at El Carmelo Elementary by Room 1 

http://www.projectcornerstone.org
http://www.projectcornerstone.org
mailto:jenwiener@gmail.com
mailto:jenwiener@gmail.com
mailto:cynthia@thamlock.com
mailto:cynthia@thamlock.com
mailto:heatherswilliamson@gmail.com
mailto:heatherswilliamson@gmail.com
mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
mailto:erichheilman@gmail.com
mailto:erichheilman@gmail.com
mailto:sarahnewman@comcast.net
mailto:sarahnewman@comcast.net
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Bananaseed Book Fair:  
Maya Venkatraman and Julia 
Jacobsen, co-Chairs, confidently 
spearheaded this highly praised 
literacy and fundraising event. 
Thank you to the readers at 
Milk & Cookies Night: PTA 
president, Maria Derrick, 
returning El Carmelo alumni, 
Nicole Jacobsen, Ms. Fonteyn and 
Dori Hosobuchi, and the strong 
team of volunteers: Maria 
Derrick, Kate Karagueuzian 
Gibbons, Sharon Tobias, Sripriya 
Kannan, Sherwin Wong, Erika 
Krugler, Jen Wiener, Amy Love, 
Tammy Chen, and Abby Domine.
Boxtops for Education:  
Dana Roman collected, counted, 
bagged and sent in countless 
Boxtops for Education.  They 
may only be worth 10¢ each, but 
they sure do add up when an 
entire school collects them!
Carmeletter:  Susy Kim created 
a beautiful, eye-catching 
Carmeletter month after month, 
and Faiza Zarroug made sure 
that families who had requested 
a paper copy got one.
Emergency Preparedness:  
Mariel Spengler recruited 
volunteers to come help with an 
emergency drill at El Carmelo.
International Day:  Maritza 
Ortiz, Chair, organized a 
wonderful afternoon celebrating 
El Carmelo’s cultural diversity.  

She coordinated the tasty 
potluck, informative country 
tables, and terrific 
entertainment.  She was assisted 
by a large team of dedicated 
parents and family members 
(see “International Day” article on 
page 4 for a list of volunteers).
Coffees with the Principal:  
Hagit Katzenelson, along with 
Junko Brierley-Green, Kate Healy, 
Rashmi Hunt, LaNette Parker, and 
Tais Schmitt provided coffee and 
tasty snacks every month.
Kinder Visit Support:  Tais 
Schmitt, assisted by Lucinda 
Brommersma, Maria Derrick, 
Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons, 
Christine Hodson, Jen Wiener, and 
Faiza Zarroug provided a warm 
welcome to incoming Kinders 
(and their families) when they 
came to meet the Kinder Team 
during two afternoons in May.
Math Science Exploration:  
Ken Tracton coordinated a fun 
afternoon with lots of displays 
and activities that sparked 
curiosity about math and 
science in children and parents 
alike.  Displays and behind-the-
scenes help were given by Jim 
Barbera, Andrew Brierley, Patricia 
Campbe(, Dan Germenian, Akiko 
Kobayashi, Jason Lewis, George 
Noroian, Dave Spencer, Ashok 
Srinivasan, Maya Venkatraman, 
and Janey (Jieyun) Wan.  
Noon Art: Angela Dunnigan, 
aided by Elisa Schmitt, provided 
the fun opportunities for kids to 
create art masterpieces twice a 
month during lunch recess.
PTAC Representative and 
Site Council Liaison:  Julia 
Jacobsen (PTAC) and Katie 

Cicero (Site Council) faithfully 
attended meetings and reported 
back to the PTA Board about 

the goings-on of our sister 
organizations this year.
Ten Mile Club:  Angela 
Dunnigan, along with Susan 
Gordon, came to El Carmelo 
week after week, rain or shine, 
to host the ever-popular Ten 
Mile Club.  Their efforts gave 
kids a chance to burn off steam, 
become more fit and have fun, 
all at the same time.
Rainbow Picture Day:  
Angela Dunnigan braved the 
roof of the school to get a great 
picture of the entire student 
body, teachers and staff.
No Regrets Parenting 
Event:  Thanks to the 
Fairmeadow PTA for inviting El 
Carmelo to participate in a 
wonderful and informative 
Parent Ed event.
eNews:  Jen Wiener kept us 
informed of all things El 
Carmelo (and lots of things in 
the community too!) in our 
weekly eNews.  
Webmaster: Our technical 
guru and loving dad of five Erik 
Jacobsen updated the PTA 
website all year long.
Classroom Helpers 
Extraordinaire:  From field 
trip drivers to Math Lab 
workers, from lice checkers to 
book order placers, from party 
planners to refreshment 
providers, from reading listeners 
to library visit chaperones, from 
Friday folder stuffers to odd-job 
doers, parent (and other) 
volunteers did an amazing 
number of tasks to help our 
teachers do what they do best – 
teach our children. ���������	
��������������������  Your 
generosity made a difference!

In Appreciation
A Great Big THANK YOU to the El Carmelo Community
A special thanks to PTA 
President Maria Derrick 
who dedicated long hours to 
make the 2011-12 school year 
super fun, inviting, and 
enlightening for the entire El 
Carmelo community!  XOXO.

(continued on next page)
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A Heartfelt Thank You from Maria Derrick
It has been a privilege to serve as PTA President 

this past year, truly an outstanding, fulfilling 
experience.  Many, many people have been incredibly 
supportive.  I am continually inspired by the 
thoughtfulness and generosity of our community.  It 
is impossible for me to recognize all who have done 
so much, but I’ll give it a try.  My sincerest apologies 
if I miss someone.

Our faculty and staff are second-to-none.  Mr. 
Merritt, Jennifer Fernandez, and Ginny Nagao have been 
tremendously helpful, virtually on a daily basis.  Jerry 
Phok and Rickey Moore have gone above and beyond 
the call of duty to help with just about anything, 
often at a moment’s notice.  And the teaching staff 
consistently contributed to the PTA by supporting 
us in big ways and in small; I particularly want to 
thank them for their many generous contributions 
to our successful Auction.

The PTA Executive Board has been a pleasure to 
work with.  I so appreciate their dedication, and 
their commitment to making El Carmelo an 
awesome place to send our children to school.  
Special thanks to Executive Vice President Tais 
Schmitt, my cheerleader and extra set of hands; she 
was always willing to step in and help whenever and 
wherever she was needed.  She’ll be the PTA 
President next year, and I know she’ll do a fantastic 
job!  Lucinda Brommersma, our Treasurer, did a terrific 
job keeping track of everything financial.  Jenny 
Schmidt, our Secretary, did an outstanding job 
recording minutes for our sometimes wandering 
discussions.  Pei Cao, our Auditor, made sure our 
books for the first half of the year were in order, and 
is gearing up to do the same for the second half.  
Jayne Pearce, our Corresponding Secretary, made 
sure that all of our volunteer chairs were thanked in 
a timely manner for their work.  VP Fundraising 
Nancy Bain ran our successful Innisbrook fundraiser 
in the fall and made sure that our fundraising efforts 
as a whole were sufficient to support our budget.  
VP Communications Jen Wiener has for two years 
made sure that eNews with information about the 
goings-on in the broader El Carmelo community 
goes out regularly.  VP Membership Christine 
Hodson will retire from the PTA Board this year, 
after years of exceptional service, including two as 
Treasurer.  VP Volunteer Services Diane Heilman 

carried out the critical job of keeping track of who 
had volunteered to help with what, and made sure 
that event chairs had that information so that they 
could get the help they needed to pull off their 
events.  Karole Goldie, our Parliamentarian (and 
immediate Past President), got our required bylaws 
revision off the ground and provided much-needed 
advice.  Historian Doreen Rehbock was an 
indispensable Board member as well, and always 
provided a valuable perspective.  Leslie Be(, our 
faculty representative, was also an important 
member of the Board who not only contributed to 
our discussions, but also allowed us to use the 
Library for our meetings. 

Over 50 unique individuals chaired or co-chaired 
events and services provided by the PTA, and well 
over 100 more volunteered to help with individual 
activities!  My family and I were able to enjoy just 
about every PTA-sponsored activity this year, and 
without exception, my girls are already ready to go 
again next year.  Thanks to all of you for your role in 
providing valuable services and fun activities for 
children and families in the El Carmelo community.

On a more personal note, thank you to the many 
people who did innumerable favors for me over the 
course of a year, and to my friends, both old and new, 
who patiently supported me, and who stepped in 
when I asked them if they could do yet another 
thing on behalf of the PTA.  Finally, a dragon-sized 
thank you to my husband and daughters for their 
gigantic role in making it all work!

When I think about the literally thousands of 
hours our parents, faculty and staff, and other 
community members donated at El Carmelo this 
year, I am awestruck and inspired.  A faculty 
member (whose own children attended El Carmelo) 
remarked to me the other day that one of the things 
she really liked about El Carmelo from the very 
beginning of her time here as a parent and staff 
member was the value that parents placed on ALL 
children, not just their own.  I don’t think that has 
changed; my experience has been that we still care 
about the community at large.  I hope she agrees.  
Thank you El Carmelo community for taking care of 
my children – and for entrusting me with caring for 
yours too.

Have���������	
��������������������  a���������	
��������������������  wonderful���������	
��������������������  summer!
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��������������������  ���������	
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In Appreciation - (continued)


