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CARMELETTER
It is with great enthusiasm that I 

introduce you to the new teachers that 
will be joining us next school year.  

You’ll remember that there are two 
retirements this year (Kathy Chin and 
John Walton), and we celebrate this with 
them as we look forward to new staff.  
Also, Carol Bae Wu and Kenda! Wilson, 
whom many of you know to have just had babies, 
will share a fourth grade classroom next year.  

Here are the 
teachers that 
are coming to 
join us:

Eileen Laughlin will be teaching 3rd grade 
in Room 20.  Ms. Laughlin grew up on the East 
coast in Brunswick, Maine, and studied English 
and Art History at the University of Maine.  She 
moved to California in 2007 to earn her Masters in 
Elementary Education at UC Santa Cruz.  Eileen 
was then hired as a teacher in Alum Rock School 
District where she taught fifth, third, and a 
second/third grade combination class and served as 
an instructional leader for six years.  She lives 
within walking distance of El Carmelo with her 
husband and spends her free time cooking from 
her husband's garden, painting, dancing at Zumba 
classes, and getting to the ocean whenever 
possible.  She is thrilled to join the third grade 
team at El Carmelo!

Bruno Colchen will be teaching 4th grade 
in Room 18.  Some of the parents will remember 
that Bruno was an El Carmelo dad!  (His son, 
Marcel, is currently at Jordan Middle School.)  If 
he is not happily relaxing at home with his family, 
he may be found surfing, sailing, biking, traveling 
or reading.  Mr. Colchen attended San Jose State 
University as an undergrad and graduated with 
President Scholar honors.  He then entered and 

completed graduate school at Connie L. Lurie 
College of Education at San Jose State.  Mr. 
Colchen has been with the Palo Alto Unified 
School District now for four years, and he looks 
forward to many more.  Favorite color: Mint 
green… although that tends to change every few 
months. 

Heather Stone will be teaching 5th grade in 
Room 14.   Ms. Stone went to the University of 
Oregon for her undergraduate degree.  She 
received her teaching credential from San Jose 
State University.  She student taught at Escondido 
Elementary School and Gardener Academy.  Ms. 
Stone has also taught English as a second language 
in Japan.  Currently, she is Ms. Wu's long-term 
substitute in Room 22.  Ms. Stone loves food!  
She especially loves new baking adventures, 
reading cookbooks, and trying new recipes.  She 
has a large vegetable garden that allows her to 
experiment with unique vegetables.  Her goal is to 
try at least one new recipe every week. 

Please join me in 
welcoming these 
wonderful new 
teachers to El Carmelo 
for the 2013-2014 school 
year!
--Chuck Merritt
cmerritt@pausd.org

Principal’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents,

 Calendar
Monday, May 27
No School (Memorial Day)

Tuesday, May 28
Field Day
Thursday, May 30
Last Day of School / Minimum Day

Sunday, August 11
New Family Ice Cream Social, 2-4pm

Tuesday, August 13
Class Lists Posted, 4-6pm

Thursday, August 15
First Day of School

mailto:cmerritt@pausd.org
mailto:cmerritt@pausd.org
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When people ask me how is 
it like to be PTA President, they 
are often surprised with my 
answer: I’m having a blast!  
It is true.  I have enjoyed this 
job tremendously.  

During this year I had the 
privilege to know and work with 
extraordinary people, I 
experienced the outpouring of 
help from this community, and I 
was marveled by how well our 
PTA works.  I had the chance to 
learn and grow so much!  It is a 
demanding job – our family had 
more pizza this year than 
normally, but also my kids 
acquired a higher degree of self-
sufficiency, which was an added 
bonus.  In the end, when I look 
at the balance of give-and-
take, I feel I got a lot 
more than I put in. 

Our kids are so 
incredibly lucky 
to be in a school 
with such a 
vibrant, supportive 
community.  They 
are in really good 
hands.  This 
statement is 
particularly special given the 
fact that our school is one of the 

few in California to 
enjoy this privilege.  

I never before 
cared much for 
politics or matters 
related to state 
finances, but during 
the course of the past two years, 
through trainings and meetings 
offered by the Sixth District 
PTA and the Palo Alto Council 
of PTAs, I became aware of the 
current shameful situation of 
the funding for education in our 
state, and now this is one of the 
most important issues to me.  

Although our school, like all 
schools in our District, enjoys 
the benefits of funding coming 
from property taxes generated 
by a wealthy community, even 

with the boost of our local 
education foundation (PiE), 
the schools in our District are 

barely above the 
national average when 

it comes to dollars 
spent per student.  Top 
schools in the nation 

spend a lot more per 
student.  The average 
spending per student 

in California puts us in the 49th 
place nationwide, even after 
Prop 30 was passed last fall.  

This situation cannot be 
corrected with just 
fundraising.  We need 
political action.
I invite you to visit the 
Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
web site at http://
paloaltopta.org and 
explore the links under 
“Help Restore CA 

Schools” for more information 
about education funding in our 
state and about simple things 
you can do right now. 

I am convinced that in the 
coming years, as the awareness 
grows, our community will take 
leading roles in transforming 
this situation for the better.  
The school year is coming to an 
end, but the journey continues, 
and I am looking forward to 
working with you all to see this 
transformation unfold.

I would like to thank my 
children, Mike and Thomas, for 
their infinite patience with me 
this past year - they are the 
reason I got involved to begin 
with, and will continue to be 
involved - and my husband Jim, 
for his unconditional support. 

And thank you ALL 
for making this a 
remarkable, rewarding 
experience!
--Tais Schmitt 
thschmitt@pacbell.net

PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

-- our Fifth Grade Graduates, and 
best wishes as they transition to Middle 
School!
-- our Kinder Graduates for reaching 
this important milestone!
-- ALL of our students for completing 
another valuable school year!

http://paloaltopta.org
http://paloaltopta.org
http://paloaltopta.org
http://paloaltopta.org
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
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SUMMERTIME

A Northern 
Mockingbird (Mimus 
polyglottos) has been 
regularly perching in 
the massive redwood 
tree behind our 
backyard.  When I 
step outside my 
kitchen door, I can 
hear it serenading the 

entire neighborhood with an incredible variety of 
songs.  Reading in my favorite Lone Pine field 
guide, Birds of Northern California, here is what I’ve 
learned about this bird:

“Known to sing over 400 different song types, 
this bird imitates other birds, barking dogs and 
even musical instruments.  It can imitate other 
sounds so perfectly that computer analysis of 
sonagrams is often unable to detect differences 
between the original source and the mockingbird. 
During winter, mockingbirds establish and defend 
territories in berry-rich areas, including suburban 
parks and gardens.… Mockingbirds have colonized 
much of northern California only during the 20th 
century.  The scientific name polyglottos is Greek 
for ‘many tongues,’ and refers to the bird’s varied 
vocal repertoire.”

The songs of the mockingbird are just another 
reminder of why I need to get outside more often. 
It’s so easy to stay inside when there’s email, 
Facebook, the vast frontier of the Internet, and 
that long list of household chores to keep me there.  
For my kids, the allure of screen time of all kinds is 
practically irresistible.  

That’s why, as summer vacation approaches and 
my children start counting down the number of 
school days left, I start to panic about all that 
unscheduled time.  And that’s why we 
experimented this past weekend with disabling our 
home wireless for an afternoon just to force the 
kids to find alternative uses for their time.

Not that I expect any of them, especially my 
teenagers, to take up birding or gardening with my 
kind of enthusiasm.  Using my kids’ favorite 
expression, that would just be awkward.  But I do 
want to enforce some mandatory time outside for 
my kids, not just when they’re at camp.

Here are some ideas for 
getting my third grader, 
my sixth grader, and even 
my outings-averse 
teenagers out of the house 
this summer.

Canoeing at Shoreline.  You can rent 
pedalboats, rowboats, canoes and kayaks at the 
Shoreline Lake Aquatic Center: http://
www.shorelinelake.com/aquatic/aquatic.htm

Star Parties at Foothills Park.  If your kids are 
old enough to stay up until 11pm, Star Parties are 
free every month: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1980&TargetID=37

Family Yard Sale.  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and 
Resell.  This may not qualify as getting more in 
touch with nature, but it should help us get rid of 
clutter.  Plus, we can be outside and get to know 
our neighbors.

Picnic at Just About Anywhere.  Pack a lunch 
(or supper) and get to know a new park. Remember 
to bring reusable cutlery so you don’t contribute to 
the 40 billion plastic knives, forks and spoons that 
Americans throw away every year.  Here’s a list of 
Santa Clara County parks: http://www.sccgov.org/
sites/parks/Find%20a%20Park%20Here/Pages/
Find-A-Park.aspx

Ride Bikes to Fourth of July Fireworks. It’s 
become a family tradition to ride bikes to see the 
fireworks at Shoreline Park.  It’s way easier than 
driving and fighting the traffic on the way home.  
Bike lights mandatory.  Take a blanket and food.  
Last year we could hear frogs croaking in the creeks 
as we rode by. 

If you have other good ideas for getting outside 
this summer, email me at 
campbell.noroian@gmail.com.  Otherwise, as the 
middle-schoolers write in each other’s yearbooks, 
HAGS! (Have a Great Summer!), and I’ll see you 
back at El Carmelo in August.
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MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM 5TH GRADE TO MIDDLE SCHOOL

For many kids, the 
transition to middle school 
couldn’t come at a worse time. 
Just as your child is wrestling 
with her own rollercoaster 
emotions, just as she’s 
struggling to understand and 
accept the physical changes in 
her body - all of which make her 
alternately distracted, forgetful, 
anxious, self-conscious, and 
argumentative - everything 
about the school day is 
changing too.

While most children look 
forward to these years and don’t 
spiral into emotional turmoil, 
that doesn’t mean it’s always 
smooth sailing.  By staying 
involved in your child’s life, you 
can anticipate difficulties and 
be better equipped to help him 
roll with the punches. 

Here are three common 
challenges middle schoolers 
face, plus ways you can help 
your child meet them:
(1) She may have several 

different teachers.  Instead 
of the supportive setting of 
elementary school where she 
had just one teacher who 
challenged her strengths and 
understood her weaknesses, she 
now has several teachers, each 
with his or her own teaching 
style and expectations.
What you can do now:
✓Most schools offer tours for 
prospective students in the late 
spring.  Take advantage of that 
time to visit with your child so 
he can meet some of the 
teachers, hear how the day is 
structured, and learn the layout 
of the school so that he at least 

knows how to find his locker, 
homeroom, and the cafeteria.
✓Meet your child's advisor. 
Many middle schools assign an 
advisor, or counselor, to every 
student (or one for the entire 
grade).  That person, who 
should be steeped in the 
developmental needs of early 
adolescence, acts as mentor, 
troubleshooter, and advocate.
(2) Friendships shift.  At 

the same time that your child is 
going through puberty and 
wrestling with changes in his 
body and swirling moods, he’s 
trying to figure out who’s in, 
who’s out, and where he stands 
on the social ladder.  If he's 
attending a new school, he may 
be sharing a lunch table with 
youngsters from one or more 
elementary schools — kids he 
may not know and who don’t 
know him.
What you can do now:

✓Help your child manage his 
stress by making sure he eats 
right, exercises regularly, and 
gets enough sleep.  Show him 
how deep breathing, 
visualization, or yoga can help 
him relax.
✓Remain approachable. 
Encourage your child to open 
up about what's going on in 
school — but don’t interrogate, 
and give advice only when 
asked.  Your goal is to keep her 
talking so she realizes she can 
count on you.
✓Bolster social skills.  If your 
child says she has no friends, 
help her find new ways to get to 
know classmates better.  
Replace “No one likes me” with 
“I’ll be a better listener” or “I’ll 
invite someone to the 
basketball game this weekend.” 
Some children miss social cues 
and could benefit from 
professional counseling to 
become more aware of the way 
their words and behavior affect 
others.
(3) He's down on himself. 

Perhaps he's distracted, 
irritable, and doesn’t even try — 
and his grades show it.  Perhaps 
he’s confused by the subject 
matter or, on the other hand, 
not challenged enough.  Or 
perhaps he’s stuck in a rut of 
low self-esteem.
What you can do now:
✓Don't overreact.  Remind 
yourself that your child’s 
behavior is not unusual. 
Empathize with her frustrations 
(remind her of some of your 
own school difficulties).  Of 
course, chronic lateness or 

Article���������	
��������������������  written���������	
��������������������  by���������	
��������������������  the���������	
��������������������  PAUSD���������	
��������������������  Health���������	
��������������������  Office.���������	
��������������������  

(continued on next page)
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forgetfulness or consistently low 
grades may also be a sign of a 
deeper learning or motivational 
issue.  If your child continues to 
struggle, schedule a conference 
with the teacher so you can 
figure out what steps to take.
✓Help silence his inner critic — 
the little voice that tells him 
he’s a loser.  The child who 
doesn’t feel good about himself 
will have a hard time doing well 
academically.  To oust negative 
thoughts that keep him stuck, 

role-play how to substitute 
positive messages.  If he says, “I 
can’t do anything right,” suggest 
that he say to himself: “Mistakes 
are a chance to learn. I’ll ask the 
teacher for help and do my 
best.”
✓Maintain family traditions and 
rituals — especially family 
dinners.  Your tween may sit 
silently, but these little events 
will add to her sense of security 
and remind her of how much 
she is loved.  Middle schoolers 

take a lot of hard knocks and 
need to know their parents are 
on their side when they get 
home.  That alone can help keep 
your child on course.  

Source:  http://
www.scholastic.com/parents/
resources/article/back-to-school/
making-transition

For further reading, we 
recommend Psychology Today’s 
article, http://
www.psychologytoday.com

LIBRARY NEWS
Well, here we are near the end of the school 

year. 

In order to get all books returned, we are no 
longer checking out books, and all books should 
have been turned in by Friday, May 17 or ASAP.  
Classes will not have library time during the last 
week of school.  If you have a lost book, we will let 
you know the price next week.  Please try to pay 
book fines ASAP.  Contact the library if you have 
any questions.  FYI: the 5th grader’s library record 
follows them to middle school.  It is prudent to 
have his/her record cleared here.  

Students in K-4th will be receiving an El 
Carmelo School Library Summer Reading 
record and list of suggested authors.  This is 

optional but a great way to encourage reading.  All 
who participate will be acknowledged.  Students 
may use the same books for the Palo Alto City 
Library Summer Reading Program. 

We greatly appreciate all of you who have 
assisted our library this year.  Special thanks to the 
parents who have helped with our Adopt-A-
Book, Visiting Author programs, and school 
book fairs.  We raised a lot of money and bought 
some amazing books.  Also, thank you to the 
parent helpers in the younger grade levels. 

It has been great year.  

Have���������	
��������������������  a���������	
��������������������  wonderful,���������	
��������������������  story-filled���������	
��������������������  summer!
--���������	
��������������������  Leslie���������	
��������������������  Bell,Teacher���������	
��������������������  Librarian���������	
��������������������  (lbell@pausd.org),���������	
��������������������  

and���������	
��������������������  Rose���������	
��������������������  Desposito

END-OF-YEAR ICED TEA PARTY - AN EL CARMELO TRADITION!!!

MAKING THE TRANSITION... (continued $om page 4)

Moms, bring your child(ren) to this very special Iced Tea Party to celebrate the end of the 
school year on the last day of school: Thursday, May 30, 2:30-5:30 at the Shaw residence.  
There will be crafts, snacks, and iced tea and "adult tea"; the kids can play while the moms 
chat.  A���������	
��������������������  FUN���������	
��������������������  way���������	
��������������������  to���������	
��������������������  say���������	
��������������������  goodbye���������	
��������������������  to���������	
��������������������  the���������	
��������������������  school���������	
��������������������  year,���������	
��������������������  and���������	
��������������������  for���������	
��������������������  some,���������	
��������������������  goodbye���������	
��������������������  to���������	
��������������������  El���������	
��������������������  Carmelo���������	
��������������������  as���������	
��������������������  
well.���������	
��������������������  ���������	
��������������������  Price is $25 per mom/child(ren) combination.  (This party was generously donated by 
El Carmelo families and sold at El Carmelo’s 36th Annual Auction in April.)  100% goes to the 
El Carmelo PTA.  To buy tickets, email Maria Derrick at wesderrick@mindspring.com.  
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Young person spends three or more 
hours per week in sports, clubs, or 
organization at school and/or in community 
organizations.

The Importance of Youth Programs
Youth programs -- which include sports, 

scouting, recreation, camps, after-school programs, 
and religious programs -- can provide fulfilling 
experiences that help young people develop new 
skills and master challenges.  They also provide a 
safe place for youth outside of school where they 
can be in contact with caring non-parent adults.

Research shows that the developmental asset 
of participation in youth programs results in 
increased self-esteem; better development of life 

skills, leadership skills, and public speaking 
abilities; fewer psychosocial problems such as 
loneliness, shyness, and hopelessness; decreased 
risk behaviors; and more thriving indicators.  Many 
young people find or develop their passion, or 
"spark,” through involvement in youth programs.

We are lucky to have many programs available 
to Palo Alto youth.  In the 2011 PAUSD asset 
survey, 66% of Palo Alto 5th graders, 76% of our 
7th graders, and 76% of our 9th-12th graders 
reported that they participate in youth programs 
three or more hours each week. 
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MAY’S DEVELOPMENTAL ASSET OF THE MONTH: YOUTH PROGRAMS

In Appreciation
Many, many thanks for people who helped with...
36th Annual Auction: Your 
generosity helped the Auction to 
be a smashing success!  Special 
thanks to our Teachers who 
donated fun, wonderful parties to 
our children.  
Bananaseed Book Fair: Co-
Chairs Julia Jacobsen, Maria 
Derrick, and Sharon Tobias, for 
organizing and running the 
fabulous Spring Book Fair, a 
highly valued literary and 
fundraising event.  Thank you to 
the special readers at the Stories, 
Milk & Cookies Night, Ms. 
Easton, Ms. Stone, and Mr. Walton, 
and to the very supportive team 

of volunteers: Kate Gibbons, 
Sripriya Kannan, Susy Kim, Carlee 
Lopez, Sherwin Wong, Stephanie 
Youngquist, Erika Krugler, Devony 
Taylor, Tais Schmitt, Janet Xiao, 
Miranda Wann, Jen Wiener, and Lisa 
Loewy.
Kinder Visits Support: Julia 
Jacobsen, Maria Derrick, Tais 
Schmitt; PiE Representatives 
Kanwal Raza, Medha Nanal, and 
Faiza Zarrough, and other El 
Carmelo Parents for providing a 
warm welcome to incoming 
Kinders and their families when 
they came to our school to meet 

with their future Kinder 
Teachers.
5th Grade Yearbook 
Reflections: Erina Dubois and 
Wen Li, who worked so hard to 
collect pictures from Fifth 
Graders since their Kindergarten 
year, along with drawings, 
reflections and other information 
to create a treasured yearbook for 
our graduates. 
5th Grade End of Year Party: 
Asmita Runge, Shirley Siu, and 
Yoshie Roake for organizing the 
traditional, much anticipated, and 
well deserved El Carmelo pool 
party for our graduates.  

http://www.projectcornerstone.org
http://www.projectcornerstone.org
http://www.projectcornerstone.org/pdfs/May_YouthPrograms_ResourceKit.pdf
http://www.projectcornerstone.org/pdfs/May_YouthPrograms_ResourceKit.pdf
http://www.projectcornerstone.org/pdfs/May_YouthPrograms_ResourceKit.pdf
http://www.projectcornerstone.org/pdfs/May_YouthPrograms_ResourceKit.pdf
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5th Grade Refreshments: 
Erika Krugler, a gracious parent 
of a Fourth Grader, for 
providing refreshments for our 
graduates and their families 
after graduation, so all parents 
of graduates could fully enjoy 
this precious moment without 
distractions.
Coffees with Principal: Chair 
Hagit Katzenelson, and her team 
of volunteers, Janet Owen, 
Rashmi Hunt, and Tanya Dodge, 
for faithfully, every month, 
welcoming parents with coffee 
and treats to informal chats 
with our Principal at the library.
Carmeletter: Susy Kim, a 
wizard of layout art and editing, 
for creating this amazing 
newsletter throughout the year, 
and for doing so with an 
incredible small amount of time!  
Thank you also to Faiza Zarroug 
for her dedication on the 
distribution of the printed 
version of our newsletter.
eNews: Abby Domine for 
bringing all the El Carmelo and 
community news to us every 
week.
Web Master: Erik Jacobsen, our 
technical guru, for updating the 
PTA website during the year 
and providing technical support.
Math Lab/Everyday Math 
program support: Maria 
Derrick for making sure teachers 
had all the materials they 
needed for teaching math to our 
kids with hands-on activities. 
Noon Art: Angela Dunnigan, for 
providing the fun opportunities 
for kids to create art 
masterpieces twice a month 
during lunch recess.  
Ten Mile Club: Angela 
Dunnigan, for hosting the ever-

popular Ten Mile Club every 
week.  Her efforts gave kids a 
chance to burn off steam, 
become more fit and have fun, 
all at the same time.
Restaurant Nights: Lucinda 
Brommersma and Krissy Green for 
organizing three fun gatherings 
and fundraising events at 
Chevy’s, Pizza My Heart, and 
California Pizza Kitchen.  
Box Tops for Education: 
Maria Derrick, for collecting, 
counting and sending in all the 
Box Tops we’ve brought to 
school this year.  They are only 
worth 10¢ each, but they sure 
add up when the whole school 
collects them.  Thank you to all 
who brought Box Tops to 
school!
Amazon/eScrip: Grit Denker 
for chairing both fundraising 
programs, for tirelessly 
explaining how the programs 
work, and for helping people to 
sign up.  
Stanford Games 
Fundraiser: Kori Shaw, who 
started this new fun tradition at 
El Carmelo a couple of years 
ago, that not only raises funds 
for our PTA, but also 
strengthens our community!
PiE Representatives: Faiza 
Zarroug, Kanwal Raza, and 
Medha Nanal for running the 
PiE Campaign at our school and 
for bringing awareness of this 
important fundraising 
organization during several of 
our school events.  
PTAC Representative and 
Site Council Liaison: Abby 
Domine (PTAC Rep.) and Katie 
Cicero (Site Council member) 
attended PTAC and Site 
Council meetings and reported 

back to the PTA Board 
regarding the activities of our 
sister organizations throughout 
the year.
Emergency Preparedness: 
Mariel Spengler for meeting with 
our school Principal and making 
herself aware of our emergency 
preparedness plan, so she could 
help in case of an emergency.
Lice Control: Andrea Jelks for 
coordinating and training a 
dedicated group of volunteers to 
check for lice every month.  
Heartfelt thanks to all who 
volunteered for this important, 
much appreciated service!
Room Parent Coordinator:  
Cynthia Tham, for orienting all 
Room Parents and supporting 
them throughout the year in 
their important role.  She also 
played a key role in distributing 
school, PTA, and PiE 
information to all classrooms.
Room Parents: Special thanks 
to Room Parents who assisted 
teachers in coordinating a 
number of activities in the 
classrooms.  Your assistance is 
appreciated by the teachers and 
all the parents!
Classroom Volunteers: 
Sincere thanks to all parents 
who volunteered in the 
classrooms weekly, drove on 
field trips, chaperoned, 
organized parties, brought 
refreshments, stuffed Friday 
Folders, and performed a 
number of other tasks to 
support our teachers during the 
year.  Your help is indispensable 
and appreciated by the teachers 
and our kids!  You make a huge 
difference!!!  
El Carmelo Staff: Jennifer 
Fernandez and Ginny Nagao, for 

(continued $om page 6)
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their invaluable help and support 
on a daily basis. Our custodians, 
Jerry Phok and Rickey Moore, for 
helping us with ladders and 
tables, keys and computers, and 
everything else we needed in the 
last minute, always with a bright 
smile and a cheerful disposition.  
Special thanks to our Principal, 
Chuck Merritt, our biggest 
supporter and advisor, who spent 
countless hours planning, 

brainstorming, troubleshooting 
and participating in PTA 
activities. 
Special thanks from Tais 
Schmitt to the PTA 
Executive Board: Lucinda 
Brommersma, Jenny Schmidt, Maria 
Derrick, Jayne Pearce, Abby Domine, 
Medha Nanal, Carrie Leontis, Diane 
Heilman, Carlee Lopez, Leslie Be! 
(Teacher Representative), and our 
Principal, Chuck Merritt, for the 

impeccable, professional work, 
for all the support throughout the 
year, for dedication beyond the 
call of duty, and for invaluable 
insight, perspective, and 
friendship.  And we always had a 
quorum at every single meeting! 

Easy and “Free” Fundraisers for El Carmelo:
Box Tops for Education: They are worth only 10 
cents, but together our school brought almost 4,000 
Box Tops to school earning almost $400!  Thank you 
all for cutting and bringing to school all those Box 
Tops, and thanks to Maria Derrick for handling them 
all!
Amazon: If you made an online purchase from 
Amazon this year using the El Carmelo link (http://
www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=elcar-20), 
you helped our school to make over $1,100!  Our 
earnings are increasing every year thanks to more and 
more people simply using this link.  
eScrip: If you signed up for eScrip, you helped El 
Carmelo earn almost $6,000 this year!  You did this 
just by registering your credit card or local grocery 
store cards (Safeway, Andronico’s, Draegers, Mollie 
Stone’s, and Piazza’s) with eScrip (www.escrip.com), 
by dining out at a number of local restaurants that 
participate through the Rewards Network Dining 
program, and by purchasing online from hundreds of 
participating retailers including eBay, department 
stores, bookstores, electronics and computer stores, 
travel sites, and more.  
Many thanks to Grit Denker who helped people to find 
out and sign up for Amazon and eScrip programs!

Thank YOU for participating!

Partners in Education (PiE):
PiE is committed to educational excellence for 
every student in the Palo Alto Unified School 
District (PAUSD).  Working in partnership with 
parents, PAUSD, and the community to raise 
funds for an education beyond what is possible 
with public dollars, PiE strengthens our students' 
K-12 experience by supporting staff and innovative 
projects. 

At El Carmelo, PiE pays for:
✓Classroom Support: Classroom aides, 
instructional assistants, reading/math specialists, 
and counselors who foster and enrich learning
✓Science and Technology Enrichment: Instructors 
who help science and technology “come alive” for 
students through hands-on instruction
✓Creative Arts Instruction: Spectra Art, music, 
and other performing arts classes.

PiE will donate over $167,000 to El Carmelo 
next year as a result of the 2012-2013 campaign! 

Thank you to our PiE Co-Chairs Faiza Zarroug, 
Kanwal Raza, and Medha Nanal, for running the 
PiE campaign at El Carmelo this past year!

A huge thank you to ALL who generously 
donated to PiE!!!

Finally... a giant THANK YOU to Tais Schmitt for spending 2 
productive years as PTA President and Executive Vice President!!!  

You made everyone in the El Carmelo community feel welcome and 
brought super fun, all-inclusive events and changes to El Carmelo!!!

(continued $om page 7)
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