
  A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE EL CARMELO PTA

CARMELETTER ● OCTOBER 7, 2011 ● ISSUE 2 ! PAGE 1

Calendar
Saturday, October 8
Stanford Football Game 
Fundraiser, 4:30pm 

Tuesday, October 11
PTA General Meeting & Parent 
Education, 7-8pm

Monday, October 17
No School, Staff Development 
Day

Wednesday, October 19
3rd Grade Bike Rodeo

Thursday, October 20
School Picture Make-Up Day

Wednesday, October 26
Coffee with the Principal, 8:25am

Thursday, October 27
School Play, 4:30pm
Carmeletter submissions due

Friday, October 28
School Play, 7pm

Saturday, October 29
School Play, 2pm

Monday, October 31
Pumpkin Project Display !
Halloween Parade, 8:30am

Wednesday, November 2
PTA Exec. Board Meeting, 8:30am

Monday, November 7
Kinder Extended Day Begins

Friday, November 4
Ice Skating Party, 5:30-7:30

CARMELETTER
Principal’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents,

This year, you will be hearing 
more about Project Cornerstone, 
a county-wide initiative that is 
becoming an important part of 
PAUSD’s strategic goals to 
improve student connectedness 
and to strengthen support 
systems for student social, 
emotional and physical health. 
Our Site Council will be looking 
carefully at ways to implement 
Project Cornerstone at El 
Carmelo. 

The Project Cornerstone 
research, conducted by the 
Search Institute (www.search-
institute.org), extends back 
around 40 years in many different 
parts of the country.  At the heart 
of the Search Institute's work is 
their 40 Developmental Assets -- 
positive experiences, 
relationships, opportunities, and 
personal qualities that youth need 
to grow into healthy, caring and 
responsible people. The assets are 
grounded in research on child and 
adolescent development, risk 
prevention, and resilience. They 
represent a common core of 
developmental building blocks 
crucial for all children.

The 40 Developmental 
Assets are broken down into 
categories of external and internal 
assets. (See page 8 for a list of the 
40 Developmental Assets and page 
9 for the  “Developmental Asset of 
the Month.”)

You might remember that our 
fifth graders took a survey last 
year to help us obtain some 
benchmark data on student 
connectedness. This survey helps 
us determine the extent to which 
children in our community 
experience these assets and how 
the assets relate to their behavior. 
Students were surveyed in middle 
and high school as well. The 
results are now available online 
through our district website. 

I will be discussing the El 
Carmelo results (which were 
generally positive and affirmed 
the values of our school 
community) in greater detail with 
our School Site Council, PTA and 
staff to determine its implications 
for school and community action. 

Looking forward to our 
conversations and working on 
developmental assets together. 

--Chuck Merritt
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Worms, it seems, have 
played a recurring role in 
my volunteering in 
classrooms at El 
Carmelo.  A year and a 
half ago, I had the 
pleasure of helping with 
the 1st grade Science 

Olympiad with an activity called “As the 
Worm Turns.”  We used the scientific 
method (observe, hypothesize, experiment...) to 
investigate whether red worms prefer dry or moist 
environments, whether they prefer light or dark 
environments, and how they respond to touch.  I 
noticed how universally willing the kids were to 
literally get their hands dirty.  Everyone participated 
enthusiastically in the experiments, and almost all of 
the children handled the worms.  They had a fun 
afternoon not only learning about worms, but doing 
a couple of other scientific activities as well.  I bet 
more than one of them went home with a “Guess 
what we did in school today!” story for their 
families.

And then, just the other day I helped with 
“stations” in my daughter’s Kindergarten class.  A 
classroom aide and I were tasked with helping the 
Kinders dig up a small tree that had inconveniently 
planted itself right in the middle of one of the 
Kinder garden beds.  The kids went to work 
transferring dirt from the garden into a big pot into 
which we eventually transplanted the baby tree.  As 
you can well imagine, it didn’t take long before the 

kids noticed that there were all 
sorts of things in the dirt 
besides dirt, notably WORMS!  
Lots of them.  Squeals of 
delight.  “Look, look what I 
found!”  We had quite a bit of 
worm show-and-tell and worm 
analysis:  How big are they?  
How fat?  Are they active?  
Sleeping?  What shapes have 

they curled into?  Again, more delightful “Guess 
what we did in school today!” stories.

Now I don’t know about you, but worms don’t 
really do much for me.  Normally I don’t really think 
about them at all.  I wouldn’t say they bother me (I 
held them with the kids in both classes), but mostly 
I just hope they stay outside and do the things that 
worms do.   But when I see how excited those 
Kinders and 1st graders are by everyday earthworms, 
I’m reminded how exciting it is to have new 
experiences and learn new things – and what a great 
privilege it is for our children to attend a school like 
El Carmelo where skilled teachers plan lessons daily 
that spark curiosity and engage the intellect.  And 
sometimes we parents who get to come along for the 
ride, whether we’re actually there or hear about it 
after school, get to learn a thing or two too.  Hooray 
for worms!
Have a great October!
Maria Derrick 
(wesderrick@mindspring.com)

PTA GENERAL MEETING & PARENT EDUCATION 
The next PTA General Membership meeting will be held Tuesday, October 11, 
7pm in the El Carmelo Library.
Childcare available for children four years and older.
After a brief business meeting, Chuck Merritt will facilitate a discussion around 
Project Cornerstone's 40 Developmental Assets (see Principal’s Letter in 
this issue of the Carmeletter). In addition, he will preview the idea of forming 
Parenting Discussion Groups for small groups of parents to discuss challenges and 
share tips and practices.  See you there!

PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
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This year, El Carmelo is 
implementing a new math support 
and extension program that was 
designed by Katie Kinnaman 
(Elementary Math TOSA) and 
Robert Siu (4th grade). David 
Ketchum (“Mr. K”) assisted 
with the process and will conduct 
lessons in small groups for grades 
K-5. Everyday Math will remain 
the core math curriculum for all 
students in their regular 
classroom. This new program 
builds on and supports the core 
curriculum in areas of 
demonstrated need. El 
Carmelo's Math Leads Lori 
Beasley and Robert Siu will be 
actively involved in all elements of 
this program in this pilot year.

Last year, David joined El 
Carmelo to work with K-3 
students in math instruction, both 
in a supportive role (reteaching 
concepts) and in extending 
concepts for students who 
exhibited mastery of grade level 
skills. The feedback from students 
and teachers was positive, and we 
decided to take this idea to the 
next level.

For consistency and 
coordination across grade levels, 
the basic skills in the California 
State Standards and accompanying 
math strands will be used to set a 
school-wide math focus for each 
six-week cycle of small group 
instruction. While this may not be 
the in-depth focus of the 
particular grade-level math unit at 
the time, Everyday Math provides 
spiraling review and re-exposure to 
concepts throughout the year so 
there will be some reinforcement 
of the small group pull-out work in 
the regular classroom.  

Five math strands were 
selected: (1) Number Sense, 
(2) Algebra & Patterns, (3) 
Geometry, (4) Data & 
Probability, and (5) 
Measurement. Assessments for 
each of the strands were created at 
each grade level that mirrored the 
standards established by National 
and State Boards, and also PAUSD. 

Number Sense is the first 
topic. All students at El Carmelo 
took the Number Sense 
assessment in September. Students 
were expected to be proficient in 
the tasks that were end-of-year 
benchmarks for their previous 
grade level. For instance, second 
graders took the Grade 1 Number 
Sense assessment, with the 
expectation that students 
progressing as expected should be 
able to demonstrate mastery of 
those tasks at this point in second 
grade. Any student who did not 
show mastery of the previous 
grade level standards were 
considered for Math Support.  
Students were then grouped by 
their areas of need (i.e., ordering 
numbers, rounding, computation) 
across the grade level. These 
students will work with David 
from one to three times a week to 
reinforce the Number Sense 
concepts that they did not master 
in the previous grade. At the end 
of six weeks, David will administer 
a Post Test, and the staff will be 
able to analyze and review each 
students’ growth.

In cases where students have 
mastered the prior grade level 

standards in Number Sense, these 
students were then given the 
Number Sense assessment at their 
current grade. If students 
demonstrated mastery of 
Number Sense concepts that 
they are expected to learn by 
year’s end, these students 
were considered for Extension 
work with David. For instance, a 
current fourth grade student, who 
showed mastery of Grade 4 
standards at this point in the 
school year, would be considered 
for an extension group.

Students who are not selected 
for Math Support or Extension 
will remain in their classrooms and 
receive more of their teacher’s 
instruction, whether it be 
individually or in a small group 
setting.

The support and extension 
groups are designed to be fluid in 
nature. For the next math strand, 
Algebra & Patterns, the groupings 
for support and extension to be 
different. All students K-5 will be 
assessed based on those standards 
and new groups will be formed. 
The same process will be used for 
all five strands, and students will 
again be grouped by need or 
mastery of grade level skills.

This new format will provide 
more directed, intensive 
instruction in the areas of math 
that students need. And, when 
students are removed from the 
classroom for extra support or 
extension, there is a demonstrated 
deficiency (for math support) or 
demonstrated above-grade level 
competency (for math extension).  
�
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NEW MATH SUPPORT AND EXTENSION PROGRAM AT EL CARMELO
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Attention 3rd Graders!

“3rd Grade Is the Best!” Party
Sunday, 10/23, 11:30am-2pm

✴Reminisce about the good old days in 
Kindergarden, 1st, and 2nd grade in the 
privacy of a backyard (not school yard!)

✴Play party games for prizes

✴Jump on the trampoline

✴Take a dip in a hot tub

✴Challenge your classmate to a Kinect 
dance off

✴Pizza for lunch

✴Plus... Halloween decor to get you in 
the holiday spirit!!!

Ticket: $20 to the El Carmelo PTA.

To RSVP, contact Amy Love, Auction Chair 
(aloveinchile@yahoo.com).

3RD GRADE BIKE RODEO
Our 3rd grade students are 

participating in the district’s 
three-part bicycle and traffic 
safety education program this 
fall. This program is part of our 
health safety curriculum and helps 
children learn important skills for 
sharing the road safely, whether as 
a cyclist or as a pedestrian.  

 3rd graders will participate in 
two video/discussion lessons 
developed for school use by the 
Bicycle Federation of America. 

The third lesson in this 
program is an on-bike activity 
involving the 3rd graders with 
their bicycles and helmets on the 
morning of Wednesday, 10/19, 
10:25 – 11:45am.  Here, the 3rd 
graders have an opportunity to 
practice making safe choices and 
following key rules of the road 
that they have learned in the 
classroom.  These include riding 
on the right with traffic, looking 
back over their left shoulder 
before moving to the left, using 
hand signals and always checking 
that it is safe before crossing the 
street or coming out of a driveway.

To make this a success, 
however, we need your help!

3rd graders need to bring their 
BIKES, HELMETS and LOCKS 
to school on the day of the on-

bike activity if at all possible.  If 
your 3rd grader knows how to ride 
a bicycle, but cannot bring it to 
school that day, you might arrange 
to borrow one from a similar-sized 
child in another grade. 3rd 
graders who can only bring 
helmets are encouraged to do so 
since we will work out sharing 
bicycles within groups wherever 
feasible. 3rd graders without 
helmets cannot ride but will 
participate in the learning 
activities as pedestrians. Please 
indicate your 3rd grader’s plans on 
the attached response form.

Before the on-bike activity, 
make sure that your 3rd grader’s 
helmet fits properly AND that his/
her bicycle is in safe working 
order.  Review the attached 
information on fitting bike 
helmets and the “Check Your 
Bicycle” checklist with your 3rd 
grader.  Making any necessary 
adjustments ahead of time ensures 
a better experience for your 3rd 
grader.

We will need at least 15 more 
parent volunteers to help set up 
and operate the on-bike activity 
stations. Parents in previous 
years have found this to be a 
rewarding experience. 
Contact Kyrie Robinson 
(kyrierobinson@yahoo.com, 
494-1407).  Thank you!

EL CARMELO’S ANNUAL PUMPKIN CARVING DISPLAY

Students can bring decorated pumpkins to the front of the MP Room on Halloween morning 
(Monday, 10/31)!   Please put child’s name and grade on the pumpkin.  Fun, scary and creative pumpkins 
encouraged; please no gory pumpkins. Participants may dare to pick a small surprise from the 
Witch’s Cauldron! Pumpkins can be picked up after school.  
Contact Doreen Rehbock (doreenrehbock@gmail.com) or Angela Dunnigan (angela@dunnigan.net).
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LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome back to the El 

Carmelo Library!  The library has 
been buzzing at recess and lunch, 
especially on hot or chilly days. 

Please encourage your 
children to share their library 
books with you.  Help them to 
take care of library books and 
keep them in a safe place.  Also, 
remind children to bring books 
back on their scheduled library 
day (see box on right) to either 
return or renew.  Some students 
get very disappointed if they are 
unable to check out a new book 
because of an overdue. 

K/1st may check out one 
book at a time for 1 week.  
2nd-5th may check out 2-3 books 
at a time for 2 weeks.  Any 
overdue books may be cleared up 
by contacting the library by email, 
note or phone to let us know that 
you are aware of the overdue or 

paying the fine of the book. 
Students who have continual 
overdues will be limited and will 
have to keep their books at school.  

The Paperback Chapter 
Book Swap Box will again be 
available in the library for 3rd- 5th 
grade students to exchange used 
paperback chapter books.  The 
books must be in good condition, 
school appropriate and have 
parent consent to trade. 

Also, students may check out 
library videos as long as a parent 
accompanies them.  

We have recently started a 
collection of parent resources. 
Come by and take a look! 

Congratulations to those 
students who turned in their 
Summer Reading Records! 

Parents wishing to make 
donations to our library may 

participate in the Sponsor-A-
Book program (see below). Many 
thanks to those of you who have 
already donated. This helps us to 
keep our library collection cool 
and current!  We look forward to a 
great school year!  

Mrs. Bell, 
Mrs. D. and 
D.J.

Library Schedule:
Tuesdays
Rooms 4 and 21

Wednesdays
Rooms 1, 8, and 19

Thursdays
Rooms 3, 5, 6, 7, and 20

Fridays
Rooms 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 22 

SPONSOR-A-BOOK
After a lazy summer 
off, our school library 
is back to being 
heavily used.  The 
library at El Carmelo 
is a critical resource 
for our children, 
enriching and 

enlivening their experience at school and building 
their love of reading and their body of knowledge.  
Sponsor-a-Book is your chance to donate books to 
the library while also honoring those who are special 
to your children—family members, teachers, or 
friends—with a personalized message.  
How do you sponsor a book?

You may have already donated $15 for each book 
sponsored on the PTA's One-Check form.  If you 
haven't, it's not too late!  You can simply show up at 
the library during the times designated in the eNews 
(the next is Wednesday, 10/12, 1:30-2pm), bringing 
your checkbook with you.  Donations are entirely 

tax-deductible, and all funds go to the purchase of 
books for the El Carmelo library.
Can your child choose the book?

Your child can choose to sponsor a book from a 
number of books selected by our librarian, Leslie 
Bell; alternatively, s/he may pick a favorite title from 
the shelves of the library, as long as the book chosen 
has not previously been sponsored.  An inscription 
will be placed in the book on a bookplate, and your 
child will feel proud to know that your family has 
supported our library.

Last spring, my daughter was delighted to see 
the name of her preschool teacher's grown-up son in 
the Sponsor-a-Book plate in the front of a Harry 
Potter book she checked out from the library.  Give 
your  own child a lasting legacy to leave behind for 
the El Carmelo community.  Thanks to all who have 
already donated!  Contact Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons 
(katekgg@gmail.com) or Sripriya Kannan 
(sripriya_kannan@yahoo.com).

mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
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INNISBROOK FUNDRAISER - ORDERS DUE MONDAY, 10/10!

Innisbrook offers much 
more than just beautiful 
giftwrap. Browse the catalog 
that was in the Friday 
folder. The deadline is 
approaching, so order today!

50% of purchases goes to 
the El Carmelo PTA.  Every El 
Carmelo student will benefit!
It's simple to order online:

Go to www.innisbrook.com.

Click on "EZ Order Enter 
Here."

Set up a username/password 
and register your child. The 
school code is 105275. 

Enter your order under your 
child's name. Use item numbers 
from the Innisbrook catalog.  

Make check out to "El 
Carmelo PTA" with your child's 
name and classroom. Place the 
check in the "Innisbrook box" 
in the El Carmelo office.  

Products will be delivered to 
your child's classroom around 
mid November just in time for 
holiday gifts. (There is also an 
Innisbrook Online Store; your 
products will be shipped 
directly to your house, but you 
will be charged shipping).
  If you prefer a paper order, 
place it with a check in the 
"Innisbrook box" in the office.  
Thanks for your support!  
Contact Nancy Bain 
(nancy_bain@hotmail.com).

Have you ever noticed the Box Tops for 
Education labels on products you regularly use? 
Do you have a collection of them stuck in the 
back of a drawer? Each label is worth 10 cents. 
Working together, El Carmelo families can earn 
hundreds of dollars for our school! It's easy!
Drop off Box Tops for Education labels off in the 
collection envelopes in every class or in the office.

Let's see how 
many each 
classroom can 
collect!
Contact Dana Roman 
(danaroman@att.net).

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR • NOVEMBER 7-11

The Scholastic Book Fair 
provides affordable and 
exciting books for our 
children, engaging them and 
promoting a lifelong love of 
reading.  Scholastic also 
provides many offerings for 
parents: come browse and 
treat yourself to a new novel or 

cookbook!  This year's fair is 
also perfectly timed for 
parents to get the jump on 
holiday shopping.   

The Book Fair directly 
supports El Carmelo's library 
and wonderful librarian, Leslie 
Bell, with proceeds from the fair 
going to expand our collection 
of books.  Teachers also have 
the opportunity to create wish 
lists that your family can help 
fulfill for the classrooms, to 
enrich and enliven the selection 
of books your kids use in school 
on a daily basis.

The book fair will be held in 
the MP room and will be open 

before school, during lunch 
and recess, and after school.  

Many of you have already 
offered to help: look for emails 
to sign up for set-up and staff 
the book fair.  It is great fun 
assisting the kids as they choose 
books.  Contact Kate 
Karagueuzian Gibbons 
(katekgg@gmail.com).

http://www.innisbrook.com/
http://www.innisbrook.com/
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COOL THE EARTH CAMPAIGN - 3RD GRADERS LEAD THE WAY

During the first week of our Cool the Earth 
Campaign, El Carmelo families pledged to take 656 
actions to lower their carbon footprints, with the 
third grade families leading the way with 262 actions.  
We are over halfway to our goal of taking 1000 
actions to save energy and help Koda and the other 
polar bears get their habitat back.  Go El Carmelo!

Check out the possible actions in the Golden 
Coupon book that your K-3 child brought home 
two weeks ago and see if you can help us reach our 
goal.  You can watch our progress on our Cool the 
Earth Banner in front of school.

When your family decides to do one of the 
energy saving activities (taking shorter showers, 
turning off the lights when you leave the room, 
replacing 5 incandescent lights with CFLs (those cute 
twisty bulbs that use much less electricity), biking to 
school, wearing a sweater instead of turning up the 
heat, etc.), tear out the coupon, sign it and have your 
child bring it to school on Tuesdays or Thursdays 
and s/he can get a trading card in exchange.  When 

they collect 9 trading cards, they can enter a lottery 
for a nifty water bladder that gives the bike rider a 
cool drink of water while they are riding their bike.
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Together we can help to lessen the effects of 
climate change!

On Thursday, 10/6, 4-8pm, 
Live Greene is hosting the 2nd 
annual “Green Halloween Palo 
Alto,” a FREE event at 158 
University Ave (at High Street). 

This event is suitable for all 
ages and will include:

Costume swap by The 
Costume Bank, Los Altos - bring 
your stash of old costumes and 
swap them for a new used one

Vintage costume fashion 
show and photo booth by 

Empire Vintage Clothing, Palo 
Alto

Sustainable chocolate 
samples by The Chocolate 
Garage, Palo Alto

Free samples from 
LaraBar, Stretch Island 
Fruit, Glee Gum, etc.

Ugly Pumpkin Sale - 
pumpkins donated by 
local CSAs and suggested 
donations benefit Acterra

Great ideas for 

greening your Halloween 
costumes and decor

And tons more!
If you are considering an 

event, see http://
greenhalloween.org/
content.php?
page=helpout for 
toolkits and ideas.
Support local, 
independent, green 
businesses!

2ND ANNUAL BIKE PALO ALTO! ● SUNDAY, 10/9, 1-4PM
This is a fun, family-friendly event designed to encourage Palo Alto residents to ride 
their bikes more often. Three different routes highlight easy ways to get around the 
city while avoiding traffic and having fun. Start at El Carmelo School for bike safety 
info, helmet fitting, bike registration and bike safety checks and maintenance. Then 
choose one of the highlighted routes and take a fun ride with free treats along the 
way including ice cream at Baskin Robbins and fruit at Mollie Stone's & Whole 
Foods. For more info: www.pagreenteams.org.

GREEN HALLOWEEN
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THE 40 DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS: AN OVERVIEW
As mentioned in the Principal’s Letter, the Search Institute has identified the building blocks of healthy 

development—known as Developmental Assets—that help young children grow up healthy, caring, and 
responsible.

40 Developmental Assets

For this list as it pertains to a specific age group, go to http://www.search-institute.org/developmental-assets/lists.

A great way to work on these Developmental Assets...   ;)
build your “Support” at El Carmelo’s Annual Margarita Party

on Friday, 10/7, 7-10pm at Casa de Schneider (2941 South Ct.).
Reconnect with friends and families that you didn’t see over the summer and join in on this 
El Carmelo tradition.  Just like last year, we will have a taco bar and tequila tasting bar.  

Adults only please.  Ticket: $30 per person; 100% goes to the El Carmelo PTA.  

Contact Amy Love, Auction Chair (aloveinchile@yahoo.com).

http://www.search-institute.org/developmental-assets/lists
http://www.search-institute.org/developmental-assets/lists
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com
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OCTOBER’S DEVELOPMENTAL ASSET OF THE MONTH:
POSITIVE FAMILY COMMUNICATION

Research shows that youth 
whose parents are actively 
involved in their schooling are 
more engaged in school.  So, 
what does this mean?  We see 
plenty of parents on campus and 
at PTA events "being involved" 
but is that the only form it takes?  
NO.  

Every parent, every day can 
positively affect kids' lives.  It only 
takes a second.  

The National Network of 
Partnership Schools suggests that 
families establish home 
environments that support 
children’s learning, families and 
schools engage in effective two-
way communications about 
student expectations and progress, 
parents directly support the 
classroom or school, families help 
students with homework and 
school-related decision-making 
and planning, and parents be 
involved in school decisions. 

Parents whose schedules don’t 
allow volunteering can still 
support their children’s academic 
success through parenting, 
communication, and learning at 

home.  Try and find the time to 
talk to your child about their day 
at school.  Don’t just ask them 
how their day was, ask them what 
they did and really listen to what 
they have to say.  However you can 
do it, do it.  Remember it only takes a 
second.

We are lucky to have a lot of 
resources for our families and our 
students.  If you child is not happy 
in school, for whatever reason, 
there is someone who can help 
them. Start with your child’s 
teacher and/or the counselor.  The 
goal for everyone is for your child 
to be successful and connected to 
his school and community.  Those 
are the kids that thrive.
--Project Cornerstone
www.projectcornerstone.org

SEPTEMBER’S DEVELOPMENTAL ASSET OF THE MONTH:
PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLING

Young people who 
experience positive family 
communication experience 
higher self-esteem, decreased 
substance use, less anxiety 
and depression, and greater 
school engagement. 

In Palo Alto, only 64% of 5th 
grade students, 52% of 7th grade 
students and 32% of 9th -12th 
grade students reported in the 

Developmental Assets 2010 
survey that they have positive 
communication with their parents 
and are willing to seek advice 
from them.

Establishing positive 
communication when children are 
young may help keep the channel 
open in adolescence.  But no 
matter how old your children are, 
it’s never too late to start! 
•Ask caring questions such as:  
How did band practice go?  How 
was the math test?  Was the 
assembly fun?
•Ask your child’s advice or 
opinion about an important 
matter.
•If there is a problem at work and 
you come home upset, let your 

child know you are not angry with 
her or him.

The communication skills 
that young people develop in their 
families help set the pattern of 
how they’ll communicate for the 
rest of their lives.  Teaching your 
children to communicate 
effectively with friends, teachers, 
co-workers, parents, and others is 
a lasting legacy that you can give 
to your children.

For positive family 
communication, all family 
members must be comfortable 
sharing their needs, wishes, and 
concerns in an honest and 
trusting environment without fear 
of rejection.
--Project Cornernstone
www.projectcornerstone.org

http://www.psnpaloalto.com
http://www.psnpaloalto.com
http://www.psnpaloalto.com
http://www.psnpaloalto.com
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TICKET SALES 
Tickets may be purchased directly 

at the Children’s Theatre or ov
er 

the phone. 
Children’s Theatre Box Office 

$10 Child, $12 Adult 
Phone: (650) 463-4970 

On Campus: TBD 
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Students, teachers, parents, community members:  

We need your help to plant an “earth-friendly” demonstration garden for Palo Alto schools. ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��	���������������������	������
���	��������������������������������������������!��������������"�����������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Please register so we have enough snack, gloves and tools. Wear appropriate shoes and 
clothing for gardening, and if you are under 18, bring a signed waiver, downloadable from our 
website. 
 
Register online at: www.acterra.org/stewardship.  
Participation hours eligible for community service hours: remember to bring your forms! 
 
Email questions to Alex Von Feldt alexv@acterra.org  
  For more information go to www.acterra.org/stewardship 

Palo Alto School District Demonstration Garden  Volunteer Planting Events Saturday October 29, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM and Saturday December 3, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
 

When: Saturday October 29 and December 3 9:30 AM- 12:30 PM Where: Palo Alto School District Science Resource Center: Between JLS Middle School and Hoover 
Elementary School, alongside the portable off the bike path extending from Waverly Rd, near the 
JLS tennis courts. 
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In Appreciation
Many thanks...

 . . . to ALL of the parents 
who have already turned in One 
Check Forms.  At last count 
before press time, we received 
forms from about 230 families.  
Your generous donations allow 
the PTA to support our teachers 
and provide fun activities for our 
children and families.  If you 
haven’t turned yours in yet, there’s 
still time.  Need a new one?  
Check in the office or download 
one from the PTA website (http://
www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/
documents/2011-2012/One
%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf).

. . . to ALL of the parents 
who have volunteered to help 
with myriad PTA activities 
during the course of the year, as 
well as to ALL of the parents 
who directly support our 
teachers and children by working 
in classrooms.

. . . to VP of Volunteer 
Services Diane Heilman who 
compiled all of the information 
from Volunteer Forms and helps 
event and program chairs 
identify the wonderful parents 
who can help them with their 
activities.

. . . to Room Parent 
Coordinator Tais Schmitt and 
Room Parents Kanwal Raza, 
Carlee Lopez, Abby Domine, 
LaNette Parker, Hue Tran, and 
Alison Chao (Kinder); Faiza 
Zarroug, Davina Byrd, Christine 
Hodson, Kori Shaw, Carola Vasquez, 
Maritza Ortiz (1st grade); Berit 
Schultz, Amy Love, Carrie Leontis 
(2nd grade); A(i Wong, Leslyn 
Leong, Susy Kim, Davina Byrd, 
Erika Krugler, Kori Shaw, Carola 

Vasquez, Diana Bang (3rd grade); 
Kristin Green, Yoshie Roake, Mona 
Napaa, Shirley Siu, Erica Brand, 
Erina DuBois (4th grade); 
Kathryn Lamis, Kathleen Ford, 
Janey Wan, Beata Madej, Ann 
Holum, Simone Klass, Andrea Jelks 
(5th grade) who helped 
coordinate the Class Picnics over 
the past several weeks and who 
will facilitate classroom 
communication and classroom 
events throughout the year.

 . . . to Lice Control 
Coordinator Andrea Jelks who 
arranged for training for our 
classroom lice checkers, and to 
ALL of the parents who 
periodically check our kids’ hair 
for those pesky bugs.

. . . to Erina DuBois and 
Kathleen Ford, assisted by Michele 
Kasper, Asmita Runge, Erin Duran, 
Erica Brand, Jerry Phok, Jennifer 
Fernandez, and Ginny Nagao, who 
hosted a tasty Teacher Welcome 
Lunch.

. . . to Susy Kim and Jeannette 
Cheng who organized our first 
Family Restaurant Night at Fresh 
Choice.  Everyone who went had 
a great time.  Look for more Family 
Restaurant Nights in the coming 
months.

. . . to Beata Madej, Svetlana 
Gamolya, Carlee Lopez, Erin 
Duran, and Junko Brierley-Green 
who helped make sure School 
Picture Day ran smoothly and 
our kids looked their best.

. . . to Tais Schmitt, Hagit 
Katzenelson, Lanette Parker, Junko 
Brierley-Green, and Rashmi Hunt 
who organized, advertised, and 

hosted our first Coffee with the 
Principal.  Look for more 
opportunities to meet informally 
with Mr. Merritt and other 
parents as the year progresses.

Submissions for next 
Carmeletter due 

Thursday, 10/27
Send email or editable 
document to
carmeletter@paloaltopta.org.
For more info, see the El 
Carmelo PTA website 
(www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/
carmeletter.html)

Do you receive 
the El Carmelo PTA’s 

weekly eNews?
If not, you’re missing out!

Email Jen Wiener at 
jenwiener@gmail.com. 

��#������%�
���������

Read the Carmeletter 
online only.

Email Faiza Zarroug at 
fazarroug@gmail.com.

http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
http://www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/One%20Check%20Form_2page.pdf
mailto:carmeletter@paloaltopta.org
mailto:carmeletter@paloaltopta.org
mailto:jenwiener@gmail.com
mailto:jenwiener@gmail.com
mailto:fazarroug@gmail.com
mailto:fazarroug@gmail.com

