
 A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE EL CARMELO PTA 

CARMELETTER ● SEPTEMBER 2, 2011! PAGE 1

CARMELETTER
Principal’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and students,

We have had a very smooth return to 
school this year. These first few days I have 
visited our classrooms; and I see great 
learning everywhere. I am seeing many kinds 
of learning taking place all over the campus: 
on the playground, in assemblies, while eating 
lunch. I even see learning in the morning as 
students come to school.

This is an excellent time of year for 
parents to review traffic safety. This is the 
time to set patterns of behavior that will 
build on the developmental growth your kids made over 
the summer. Please note the safety tips 
below:

Drop-Off Zones at Yellow Curbs
•Front of school on Bryant
•By library on Ramona
•Also, white curb by room 22 on Ramona

Red curb is NO PARKING – please leave it free for buses
Keep school on your right when you drive – makes it easy to drop off
Crossing Guard at Bryant St & El Carmelo Ave  – please follow Chris’ 

direction
•morning drop-off 
•afternoon pick-up

Try to walk or “roll” to 
school whenever you can!!!

Calendar
September 5, 2011

No School (Labor Day)

September 6, 2011

Teacher Welcome Lunch

Family Restaurant Night at Fresh Choice

September 7, 2011

PTA Executive Board Meeting, 8:30am

September 8, 2011

School Picture Day

September 13, 2011

PTA General Meeting, 8:30am

Kinder Class Picnic, 5-7pm

School Play Auditions

September 14, 2011

School Play Auditions

September 15, 2011

1st Grade Class Picnic, 5-7pm

August 29, 2011

2nd Grade Class Picnic, 5-7pm

September 22, 2011

3rd Grade Class Picnic, 5-7pm

September 26, 2011

4th Grade Class Picnic, 5-7pm

September 27, 2011

5th Grade Class Picnic, 5-7pm

September 28, 2011

Coffee with the Principal, 8:30am

September 28, 2011

Carmeletter submissions due

October 5, 2011

Walk & Roll to School

PTA Executive Board Meeting, 8:30am
!

Fifth graders are invited 
to join a group of Safety Patrol  
students that will help with 
traffic flow in the morning!  
See Mr. Merritt for details.

Have a safe school year 2011-12, 
Chuck Merritt

Most current cale
ndar at: 

www.elcarmelo.paloalt
opta.org.
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PTA President’s Letter
Dear El Carmelo parents and staff,

On behalf of the PTA (Parent Teacher Association), I’d like to extend a 
warm welcome to the 2011-2012 school year at El Carmelo, especially to the 
new families who recently joined our community and to our new 1st grade 
teacher, Kathleen Steinberger.

The beginning of a school year is always filled with so many emotions for 
both students and parents, and this year is no exception. Many of us are still 
deeply saddened by the loss of the Howard/Dias family this past summer and 
feel a void as we return to El Carmelo this fall. But we are heartened by seeing old friends and meeting 
others who someday also will be our old friends. Personally, I am sorry to see the end of the “lazy” days of 
summer when my kids are, at least when they aren’t busy with camp, my near constant companions; and yet 
I’m delighted to watch them begin a brand new school year full of possibilities. My youngest daughter 
started Kindergarten a few days ago, a HUGE milestone in the life of a five year-old. She’s full of 
anticipation, eagerly waiting to see what each new day holds. I’m excited to see how she will change during 
the year, what new skills she develops, and what new interests she acquires.

My older daughter has been ready to return to school since at least July. The anticipation is still there 
and the butterflies are subsiding, as she’s relaxing back into her comfort zone at her home-away-from-home. 
In no small part, the joy she finds at school is due to the dedicated teachers and staff here at El Carmelo 
who so carefully guide the transformation of our children from Kinders, to 1st graders, to 2nd graders, to . . . 
middle schoolers! The changes seem infinitesimal day-by-day, and yet when I look back over each year my 
older daughter has been in school, I’m amazed at how she’s grown under the nurturing direction of her 
teachers. There’s no question the teachers, and all of the staff, at El Carmelo are fabulous, but they couldn’t 
do their jobs as well as they do without . . . YOU.  

Can you believe it?  You – yes, you – can make a difference at El Carmelo. Your children’s teachers will no 
doubt tell you how you can assist them directly by volunteering in their classrooms; just ask how you can 
help. Our teachers are also aided by the PTA, which not only provides funding for classroom support in 
many forms (e.g., field trips, classroom supplies, technology support, PE and recess equipment, library 
materials), but also engages in community-building events such as the Ice-Cream Social, various Coffees for 
parents, Game Night, LEGO Night, Bingo Night, Stories Under the Stars, International Day, and other 
activities. Students who feel more connected to their school community are more excited to come to school 
eager to learn, and certainly students who see their parents volunteering at school activities know that their 
school is valued by their parents.  

The work of the PTA takes volunteer hours, and it requires money. I challenge you to participate in the 
PTA this year. Make a difference. Join us at PTA activities, volunteer to help out with a program or an event, 
or help us with the fundraising necessary to support our many programs. We’ll get our “official” start 
this year at our first General Membership PTA meeting in the MP Room on Tuesday, 
September 13, at 8:30 a.m. right after drop-off. Come find out what we’re all about, and see how you and 
your family fit in. I’ll see you there!

I am honored to serve as your PTA President this year and am looking forward to getting to know many 
of you as we work together to make the El Carmelo community the best it can possibly be, a place where 
our children can thrive.

Best wishes for a wonderful year! 
Maria Derrick  (wesderrick@mindspring.com)

mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
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A TRIBUTE TO THE 
HOWARD/DIAS FAMILY

The Howard/Dias Family, a 
beloved El Carmelo family, was 
killed in a car accident on July 22, 
2011. Robert Howard, Ana-Maria 
Dias, and their children Samantha 
and Veronica, will be greatly missed 
by everyone who knew them. A 
community memorial service was 
held at El Carmelo on July 31, and 
their  family has created a 
memorial website: 
www.robertandanamaria.com, 
where you can post 
comments and 
memories.

Ana-Maria and 
Robert were both 
regular sights at 
school – always 
willing to volunteer 
and work hard to 
make El Carmelo a 
great community.  
Sam and Veronica 
were talented and 
happy students, 
who were friendly 
and kind to those 
around them.

Ana-Maria, simply put, 
changed the El Carmelo 
community in significant ways. She 
served the El Carmelo community 
in a myriad of ways; both in visible 
capacities and countless behind-
the-scenes supporting roles. In 
addition to serving as PTA 
Executive Vice President and then 
President, as well as Auction Chair 
for two years running, Ana-Maria 
volunteered to help in many, many 
ways, both for the entire school 
and in Sam and Veronica’s 
classrooms. 

As large as her volunteer 
contributions were though, Ana-

Maria’s biggest gift to El Carmelo 
was herself.  She was our treasured 
friend, and she will always have a 
place in our hearts because of her 
boundless energy and enthusiasm, 
her remarkable creativity, her wide-
ranging curiosity and intellect, her 
friendliness and natural ability to 
make everyone feel welcome, and 
her willingness to listen and give 
good advice.

Robert, an engineer and long-
time Palo Alto resident, was a 
devoted father and regular 

classroom volunteer. He was a 
volunteer at several PTA-
sponsored events, including the 
Auction and the Math/Science 
Exploration where he helped make 
science come alive for children. He 
cheerfully greeted people passing 
by during the morning drop-offs.  
“Seeing his friendly smile, coffee 
cup in hand, was a great way to 
start the day,” remembers an El 
Carmelo parent. 

Samantha, or “Sam,” was an El 
Carmelo graduate who was looking 
forward to the 7th grade at JLS.  
She was known for her friendliness, 
contagious energy and enthusiasm, 
and kindness towards everyone. 

She enjoyed sports, most recently 
volleyball and softball. She was 
interested in interior design and 
was building a model home with 
her mother.  She loved helping 
others – teaching younger children 
how to do something or just 
playing with them to make them 
feel special.

Veronica was an El Carmelo 
student, who just finished 3rd 
grade. One of her friends 
remembers that “she always was 
smiling, and laughing. She was 

funny, nice and loyal.” 
She played soccer and 
was in the Girl 
Scouts. She had a 
talent for fashion, 
and was admired for 
her creativity. One 
friend remembers 
that she was good at 
telling jokes and had 
a good sense of 
humor. Another 
friend remembers 
Veronica as “an 
optimistic, loving girl 
who was always there 
for her friends.”  

The El Carmelo community is 
better because the Howard/Dias 
family was part of it. Their legacy 
reminds us to be kind to one 
another, offer a smile or helping 
hand, and to look for ways to 
improve our community. We will 
be forever grateful for their 
examples and their friendships. 

For grief support, go to: 
www.kara-grief.org

http://www.robertandanamaria.com
http://www.robertandanamaria.com
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW TEACHER, MS. STEINBERGER!

We’re fortunate at El Carmelo to have such 
incredible teachers and staff. This year, we are 
happy to welcome Kathleen Steinberger as a first 
grade teacher.

Kathleen Steinberger is a native Palo Altan and a 
graduate of Ohlone, JLS, and Gunn. She decided she 
wanted to be a teacher when she was in 2nd grade, 
inspired by her teacher. “I loved my teacher. I was the 
kid who showed up early to school so I could help her get 
ready for class,” Kathleen remembers. After her Palo 
Alto education, she went to UC Davis and San 
Francisco State, earning teaching credentials for both 
Elementary Education and Special Education. 

She loves teaching and especially building 
relationships with students. “I also love how each day 
is different in a classroom,” Kathleen says. The daily 
variety of activities and personalities is energizing for 
her. Just as her 2nd grade teacher helped her love 
school, Kathleen is working to make school a 
positive experience for her students. 

When she’s not in the classroom, she enjoys 
reading, traveling, and keeping active. Currently, she’s 
also doing a little wedding planning – she’ll be 
married next summer and is looking forward to a 
road trip throughout the South as a honeymoon. 

Welcome to our new school 
year!  I couldn't be more excited 
to get this year going and let you 
all know about our 35th Annual 
Auction - Wild Wild West. This 
will be my 2nd year heading up 
our auction, and I’ll need the 
support of the entire school and 
community to make it as 
successful as it has been in the 
past. 

Why is the Auction so 
important to El Carmelo?
(1) Due to drastic cuts in 
government aid, El Carmelo now 
relies on the PTA to supplement 
important services for our 
students (including field trips, 
assemblies, math materials, site 
improvements). The Auction is the 
El Carmelo PTA’s biggest 
fundraiser!!! 
(2) It is also a wonderful 
opportunity to build community. 
By volunteering, attending the 
auction, or buying or giving an 
item or event, families come 
together in a fun 
way.
What Can You Do 
Right Now?
(1) Attend the Annual 
Margarita Party on Friday, October 7. 

This is a great way to reconnect 
with El Carmelo parents that you 
have not seen over the summer or 
to make some new friends. There 
will be a taco bar and a tequila 
tasting bar. Adults only please. $30 
per person (100% goes directly to 
our PTA). For more info, contact 
Laura Schneider at 
lschneiderca@comcast.net. You 
won’t want to miss out!
(2) Begin thinking about what you 
may be able to give to our Auction this 
year. A donation? Some time to 
help me work on this important 
event? Please contact me if you 
are interested in helping or need 
ideas on donations.
Thank you,
Amy Love, Auction Chair
aloveinchile@yahoo.com

EL CARMELO’S 35TH ANNUAL AUCTION ● SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012

Save the date!

mailto:lschneiderca@comcast.net
mailto:lschneiderca@comcast.net
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com
mailto:aloveinchile@yahoo.com
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FAMILY RESTAURANT NIGHT ● TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

No food in the fridge after Labor Day 
weekend? No problem. Join other El Carmelo 
families at Fresh Choice the Tuesday after Labor 
Day weekend. 

Enjoy all-you-can-eat selections that 
include salads, pasta, soup, pizza and 
baked goods. 15% of the proceeds will 
be donated to the El Carmelo PTA.

Look for the flyer in next week's 
Friday Folder or click here to download. 
Flyers must be presented at time of purchase.

EL CARMELO SPIRIT SHOP
Thank you to everyone who has already purchased an El Carmelo t-shirt or 

sweatshirt! 
If you didn’t order yours yet, pick up a Spirit Shop Order Form in the 

office OR download it from http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/
2011-2012/Spirit%20Shop%20Order%20Form.pdf.
Our fall shipment has just arrived. We have: 

t-shirts (child and adult sizes in navy blue and light blue)
 hooded sweatshirts (child and adult sizes in navy blue and light blue)
baseball caps 
water bottles 
frisbees

Questions? Contact Amy Love at aloveinchile@yahoo.

Fresh Choice 

www.freshchoice.com

2540 West El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94043

(650) 949-4901 

Open Daily 11am-9pm

Invite 
Your Friends and Grandma!

PALO ALTO CHILDREN’S THEATER IS COMING TO EL CARMELO!
Palo Alto Children’s 

Theater’s  Elementary School 
Residency 
Outreach 
Program is at El 
Carmelo this 
year! It’s a unique 
opportunity for 

children to 
experience the world of theatre 
hands-on at their own school site. 

Under the guidance of 
a Children's Theatre outreach 
director with technical and 
costume assistants, students have 
an opportunity to learn how to 

independently manage all aspects 
of a production. Students 
participate on stage as well as 
taking on vital back stage 
responsibilities as a stage manager, 
handling props or running the 
sound and lights.  There are no 
adults in the wings at 
a Children's 
Theatre production!

Elementary school outreach 
productions are open to 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grade students at the 
participating elementary school.

The play at El Carmelo will be 
“The Reluctant Dragon.”  

Informational Meeting for Kids: 
Sept 9, 12:15pm MP Room 
Auditions: 
September 13 (3-5pm) or 14 (1:45-4pm)
Rehearsals: 
September 20 through October 26   
Performances: 
Thursday, October 27, 4:30pm, 
Friday October 28, 7pm, 
Saturday, October 29, 2pm

Questions? Contact Erina DuBois 
at erinakdubois@gmail.com .

Article retrieved &om: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
visiting/news/details.asp?

Blue Fridays

On Fridays, wear your 

El Carmelo gear OR 

ANYTHING BLUE to 

school.

http://www.freshchoice.com/fundraisers/fundraiser-locations/mountain-view
http://www.freshchoice.com/fundraisers/fundraiser-locations/mountain-view
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/Spirit%20Shop%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/Spirit%20Shop%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/Spirit%20Shop%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/documents/2011-2012/Spirit%20Shop%20Order%20Form.pdf
mailto:no_reply@apple.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:no_reply@apple.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.freshchoice.com
http://www.freshchoice.com
mailto:erinakdubois@gmail.com
mailto:erinakdubois@gmail.com
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/visiting/news/details.asp?NewsID=1009&TargetID=55
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EL CARMELO GREEN TEAM
Would you like to be Green 

this year at El Carmelo? 
El Carmelo is inviting parents 

to join our school Green Team for 
2011-2012.

The team is 'supervised' by 
teachers Diane McCoy and 
Annette Isaacson.

The team works on: 
School Commuting
Waste and Energy Reduction
Recycling
Education and Special Events

This year's meetings will be events' 
planning and with your help we can have 
the best events ever, inspiring green-living.

We are very excited about our first 
event this year: Cool the Earth!, which is 
an inspiring assembly followed by hands-
on participation/activities where students 
are empowered to help reduce their carbon 
footprint at home and school.

 The Green Team is run by friendly 
staff and parents. If you’re interested in 
joining the Green Team, please contact 

Diane McCoy at 
dmccoy@pausd.org or Annette 
Isaacson at aisaacson@pausd.org.

\

EL CARMELO MATH CLUB
Do you like to do math? Join the 

El Carmelo Math Club!
Club Meetings:

The math 
club meets 
once a week 
for the next 6 
weeks. After 
that, we’ll 
meet about 
twice a month 
until we end 
in mid-March.

Club Activities: 
The first weekly segment of 

the club will focus on math topics 
and engage students in learning 
about math through problem 
solving. 

In the second segment, 
students will take the five 
Olympiads contests.  

In the sessions in between the 
contests, students will review 
problem types seen in the 
previous contest.

Math Olympiads are school 
math competitions that 
emphasize problem solving and 
critical thinking.

Contest problems use fourth 
and fifth grade level math. The 
team is open to third, fourth and fi(h 
graders. 

There are five contests this 
year. Each contest takes about half 
an hour to do. The contests start 
in November and continue once a 
month until March. For more 
info, and sample questions, see: 
http://www.moems.org. (Students 
will also be given some exposure 
to MathCounts and other 
programs if they are interested.)

Coaches:
The coaches are Marjorie 

Sayer and Maya Venkatraman. 
Because this is a parent run club, 
we ask that parents take turns 
assistant coaching so we have a 
student-mentor ratio of about 3:1.
When and Where:
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30pm, 
El Carmelo Library.
September 22 - March 6.

If your child is 
interested, contact the 
coaches by September 15: 
Maya 
(maya.venkatraman@gmail.com) 
Marjorie 
(marjoriesayer@yahoo.com).

STANFORD FOOTBALL ● KICKOFF: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, TBA
Join Head Coach David Shaw (an El Carmelo parent!) and other El 
Carmelo families at the Stanford v. Colorado game on Saturday, 10/8. 
Bring the kids, tailgate, and enjoy a nationally ranked team in our own 
‘backyard.’ Tickets are $15 each. $5 of every ticket purchased will be 
donated to the El Carmelo PTA. Look for info in your Friday folders.   

mailto:dmccoy@pausd.org
mailto:dmccoy@pausd.org
mailto:aisaacson@pausd.org
mailto:aisaacson@pausd.org
http://www.moems.org/
http://www.moems.org/
mailto:maya.venkatraman@gmail.com
mailto:maya.venkatraman@gmail.com
mailto:marjoriesayer@yahoo.com
mailto:marjoriesayer@yahoo.com
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PARTNERS IN EDUCATION (PIE)
Buried in that mountain of 

back-to-school papers on your 
kitchen counter is a letter asking 
you to to Palo Alto Partners in 
Education, known district wide as 
PiE.  

What exactly is PiE?  PiE is 
a non-profit educational 
foundation dedicated exclusively 
to raising funds for all PAUSD 
schools.  It is the only fundraising 
organization permitted by the 
Palo Alto Board of Education to 
pay for salaries during the school 
day, allowing for El Carmelo to 
pay for much-needed: 

(1) classroom aides

(2) arts instructors,

(3) science specialists.

Last year, more than 4,000 
parents and community members 
donated to PiE, and as a result, 
PiE gave a record $3.4 million to 
our schools. 

To raise the critical funds we 
need to support our schools, we 
are asking every family to give 
$800 for every child enrolled in 
school.  

This suggested donation is 
neither a minimum or a 
maximum; we’re asking you to 
give what you can but to consider 
an amount that is significant to 
your family.  Every El Carmelo 
family can and should give what is 
right for them.

Believe it or not: our 
neighboring school districts have 
higher “asks” than in Palo Alto: 

Los Altos: $1,200 per child
Menlo Park:  $1,500 per child
Mountain View: $1,000 per child
Las Lomitas: $2,000 per child

Take advantage of the very 
generous Back to School 
Challenge Grant put up by 
leading donors. Donations of 
$800 or more per child will be 
doubled if received by September 
16, 2011, up to $200,000.

To donate, please visit 
www.papie.org/donate.

Questions?
El Carmelo PiE Chairs:
•Alli Wong 
allison_wong17@yahoo.com
•Faiza Zarroug 
fazarroug@gmail.com
•Susy Kim
susykim@gmail.com
•Kaumudi  Bhawe  
kaumudib@gmail.com

What PiE gave to El Carmelo this year:

$127,808

I already donated to the PTA. Why should I donate to PiE?
PiE and the PTA work in tandem to provide two different types of 
funding for district schools. 

PiE is the only fundraising organization allowed to pay 
for “staff” during school hours. This includes classroom aides, 
arts instruction, and science specialists.

The PTA pays for “stuff.”  This includes classroom supplies, 
assemblies, field trips, school site improvements, fun community-
building events, such as Bingo Night, etc.

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION (PIE)

 

PIE & PTA: HELPING EL CARMELO TOGETHER

http://www.papie.org/donate
http://www.papie.org/donate
mailto:allison_wong17@yahoo.com
mailto:allison_wong17@yahoo.com
mailto:fazarroug@gmail.com
mailto:fazarroug@gmail.com
mailto:susykim@gmail.com
mailto:susykim@gmail.com
mailto:kaumudib@gmail.com
mailto:kaumudib@gmail.com
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Kinder Playdates. Carrie Leontis 
and Dana Roman for coordinating 
four fun playdates for incoming 
Kinders and their parents over 
the summer.
Back-to-School Packets. Tais 
Schmitt, Jen Wiener, Jayne Pearce, 
Faiza Zarroug, Karole Goldie, 
Christine Hodson, Lucinda 
Brommersma, A*i Wong, Amy Love, 
and Helsa Servis for welcoming El 
Carmelo students and families, 
passing out PTA/PiE BTS 
packets, and providing yummy 
snacks at the Class List Posting 
Celebration. 
Ice Cream Social. Katie Cicero and 
Christine Hodson, supported by 
master dippers/scoopers/topping 
spooner-outers and greeters 
Angela & Tony Dunnigan, Dave 
Spencer, Ivan Chaperot, Ram 
Ramkumar, Davina Byrd, Lorna 
Thornton, Jeannette Cheng, Lucie 
Thomas, Tais Schmitt, Maria 
Derrick, and Jayne Pearce, for 

organizing our annual 
Ice-Cream Social for 
new students and their 
families.   
1st Day Coffee. Jen 

Donat, the Chair for the past 5 
years, supported by Carola 
Vasquez, Julie Bitler, Kristine 
Mostofizadeh, Tais Schmitt, 
Christine Hodson, Gloria Cheung, 
for hosting a fabulously delicious, 
fully caffeinated First Day Coffee.
Kinder Coffee. Tais Schmitt for 
hosting this morning welcoming 
event that allowed our Kinder 
parents a chance to get to know 
one another. 
Back-to-School Nights. Minh Do 
and Hanh Nguyen for hosting two 
Back-to-School Nights and 
making sure they ran smoothly.
Class Picnics. Tais Schmitt, 
supported by all of the Room 
Parents, for spearheading our 
annual Class Picnics that allow 
kids and their families the chance 
to (re)connect during an evening 
of food and fun. 
Spirit Shop. Amy Love for 
running the El Carmelo Spirit 
Shop and making sure we all get 
our Dragon-wear in a timely 
manner.
eScrip. Christine Hodson and 
Hagit Katzenelson for kicking off 
our eScrip fundraising program 
for the year by educating parents 
about the programs at several 
beginning-of-school events.
One Check Forms. Christine 
Hodson for heroically processing 
all those PTA One Check Forms 
mentioned above.
Back-to-School Supplies. Patricia 
Campbe* and Samantha Lemonnier 
for shopping ALL the school 

supply sales to ensure that all our 
classrooms were fully stocked 
with the supplies needed on the 
first day of school. 
PTA Audit. Erica Brand, Auditor, 
for auditing the PTA books to 
make sure they remain in order. 
Room Parent Training. Tais 
Schmitt for coordinating and 
training all of the Room Parents 
school-wide.  
PTA Website. Erik Jacobsen, 
Webmaster, for updating the 
PTA website.  
eNews.  Jen Wiener, VP of 
Communications, for editing and 
distributing El Carmelo’s weekly 
eNews to keep our community 
informed of all things El Carmelo.
Carmeletter. Susy Kim for editing 
and laying out the Carmeletter.

AND A VERY SPECIAL 
THANK YOU from Maria 
Derrick to Jennifer Fernandez 
and Ginny Nagao for 
tolerating innumerable 
interruptions, having all the 
answers, and being 
wonderful, friendly faces in 
the office!

In Appreciation
Thank you to the El Carmelo community

ALL parents who have already 
turned in One Check Forms. 
Without your donations, the PTA 
could not carry out all of the 
work it does to support our 
teachers and enrich our 
community. 
ALL parents who have already 
turn in Volunteer Forms.  As 
an all-volunteer organization, the 
PTA relies on you to do 
everything, so we appreciate the 
many hours you have dedicated 
already (see below). Together, we 
will dedicate this year to make 
sure that our teachers have the 
support they need so they can 
focus on teaching our kids AND 
to offer fun events/activities for El 
Carmelo students and families.

Submissions for next 
Carmeletter due 
Thursday, 9/29.

Send email or editable document to 
carmeletter@paloaltopta.org. For 
more info, see http://
www.elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/
carmeletter.html.

Do you receive the El Carmelo PTA’s

weekly eNews?
If not, you’re missing out! Email Jen 
Wiener at jenwiener@gmail.com.
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