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CARMELETTER 
 CALENDAR  

 August 

    31  Mon: KINDER Back to School  
   Night 6-7:30 pm 
           

 September 
    1 Tues: Picture Day 
  1 Tues: Back to School Night: 
   5-6:30 pm Grades 1-3; 6:30-7 pm Parent mtg                              
       in MP room;  7-8 pm Grades 4-5 
     7 Mon: No School—Labor Day 
    14-18: Scholastic Book Fair 
    15 Tues: Back to School Picnic 5-7 pm 
    15 Tues: Stories, Milk & Cookies 6:30-8 pm 
     21 Mon: Play Auditions (Grades 4-5 only) 
     23 Wed: Coffee with the Principal 8:25 am 
     25 Fri: 3rd Grade Bike safety Rodeo 
     26 Sat: Habitat Garden Work Party 9 am-12 
     27 Sun: Emergency Preparedness Fair 
 

 October 
    5, 12, 19, 26 Mon:Tacolicious Rest. Fundraiser 
  5 Mon: PAUSD Hearing Screening K, 2, 5 
    7 Wed: Walk & Roll to School  
    8 Thurs: Picture make up day 
    9 Fri: No School - Staff Development Day 
    12 Mon: Extended Kinder Day Begins 
   13 Tues: PTA General Meeting 8:30 am 
    15 Thurs: PAUSD Vision Screening K,2, 5 
    21 Wed: Coffee with the Principal, 8:30 am 
    22 Thurs: Unity Day (wear orange) 
    29 Thurs: Pumpkin Project Display 8 am—3 pm 
    30 Fri: Halloween Parade 8:30 am  
 
  Find the 2015-2016 El Carmelo School Events & PTA   
  calendar here: elcarmelo.pausd.org.   
  Find the district calendar on this page:                                    
  http://events.pausd.org/ 

Principal’s 
Letter 
August 28, 2015 

Greetings El Carmelo 
Families,  
 
We have many new staff members 
joining the El Carmelo community 
this year.  At our Staff Development Day on August 14th we took 
time to honor the many years of service at El Carmelo.  Denise 
Dauler, Diane McCoy, Serena Chandley and Rickey Moore had 
the highest years of service to the El Carmelo community -- 26 
to 29 years!  Each staff member shared a fond memory of his or 
her time here. As a result, we learned about the school culture 

and what is important to our colleagues.   

Even the new additions had wonderful stories to share about the 
warm welcome we have received.  It is clear that the faculty and 
staff care deeply about each other, our students, families and 
our work in education.  The double-digit years of service at El 
Carmelo demonstrate the high levels of collaboration, respect 
and shared dedication to the important work of teaching and 
learning.  Our new additions are thrilled to have selected such 
an incredible school and will enhance the culture and make it 

even better. 

In my welcome back letter and at the PTA coffee on Tuesday, I 
shared a little about our new staff members.  This newsletter 
provides me the opportunity to tell 

you more.    

Knowing El Carmelo children 
deserved two stellar first grade 
teachers, I brought Nicole Chabas 
and Yvette Ngo with me from 
Escondido.  They have joined 
veteran teacher Diane McCoy and 

are already a collaborative team!  

Nicole was raised in San Diego. Her 
interests and hobbies include hiking, biking, yoga and traveling.  
She attended UC Berkeley for undergraduate and graduate 
school where she received a BA in Spanish Literature/
Linguistics and received her MA in Education from Stanford.  A 
fluent Spanish speaker, Nicole has taught Kindergarten in both 

the Spanish Immersion and English programs.  

When asked about her passions in teaching she shared, “I am            
passionate about working in the primary grades, as I believe it is an  
extremely important time in a child’s life as they begin their educational 
career. I love to help my students learn and to watch them grow, both               
academically and socially. One of my main goals in teaching is to instill in 
my students a lifelong love for learning. I am so excited to get to know all 
of the students and families at El Carmelo and to work together with my 
first grade team to make this a great year for our students.”  

http://elcarmelo.pausd.org./
http://events.pausd.org/
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CARMELETTER 
Principal’s Letter [CONTINUED] 
August 28, 2015 

 

The first in her family to attend and 
graduate from college, Yvette Ngo 
received her undergraduate degree 
from San Diego State University and 
her Masters degree from UC Irvine. 
Yvette taught four years on Fort 
Irwin Military Base in Southern 
California, a year in Alameda and is 
in her second year of teaching in 
Palo Alto.  Yvette currently lives in 
San Francisco and loves to ride her bike, walk along Chrissy 
Field, eat at the amazing restaurants (she’s a pescetarian) and 
read a good book!  When it comes to her work, Yvette shares, “I 
love working with children.  Seeing their growth from the 
beginning of the year to the end of the year is amazing to 
me.  They learn so much in the time I have with them.  They 
blossom academically, socially and emotionally.  I have a 
passion in making sure they all leave feeling confident, loved 
and supported when they move on to the next grade.  I look 
forward to making sure my students feel successful on a daily 
basis. I am so excited to be a part of the El Carmelo 
community.  I've heard amazing things about the students, 

parents, and just the culture of El Carmelo.” 

Exuding incredible energy, 
thoughtfulness and strong instructional 
practice, at fourth grade, newlywed, 
Sindhu Natarajan joins Robert Siu and 
Bruno Colchen. Sindhu shares, “I’m so 
incredibly happy to be joining the 4th 
grade team at El Carmelo this year. 
Teaching is my passion and I absolutely 
love being around the kids. I’m very lucky 
to have the opportunity to do what I love 
everyday. I am really excited about this 
year and getting to know the wonderful 
El Carmelo community and students!“  Sindhu comes to us after 
teaching fourth and fifth grades at Fairmeadow Elementary 
School.  She grew up in San Jose, California, graduated from 
UC Davis and earned a Masters in Education at Notre Dame de 
Namur University.  When she’s not teaching in the classroom, 

she loves to sing, dance and perform regularly in the Bay Area!  

 

Another great find from Escondido (she did 
her student teaching there last year) at fifth 
grade, ocean lover, Jeanne-Marie Atieh 
joins Gaelyn Mason and Heather Stone.  
Excited to teach our oldest learners and 
prepare them for middle school Jeanne-
Marie shares, “ I am thrilled to be joining the 
amazing community at El Carmelo as a fifth 
grade teacher! I hope to motivate and    
inspire my students to become open     
minded, lifelong learners, and responsible citizens.  I am excited for the 
new challenges and experiences that will come with this amazing               
opportunity.”  Jeanne-Marie grew up in Morristown, New Jersey and 
graduated from Montclair State University with a BA in Family and Child 
Studies.  After graduating, she moved to Hawaii where she studied 
American Sign Language and explored the Hawaiian Islands. Upon    
relocating to the Bay Area Jeanne-Marie completed her teaching       
credential at Cal State University Monterey Bay in 2014. In her free time, 
Jeanne-Marie loves doing anything outdoors, especially if it involves the 
ocean.  She often spends the weekends hiking with her two dogs,    

working on her latest craft project, or exploring new beaches.   

Her undergraduate studies were conducted at the Catholic University, 
Quito and Covenant College, on Lookout Mountain, Georgia.  She     
received a Masters in Critical Research at San José State University. 
Marie completed her Reading Specialist Certificate through UC Irvine 
and has National Board Certification.  Marie shared that she is “Looking 
forward to great collaboration; providing support to teachers; learning 
from students and teaming with parents and the entire community on 
behalf of our children.”  In addition to seeing the growth in her students, 
her passions in teaching include, “Discovering the most effective       
practices in reading instruction.  It is the magical ‘aha!’ moments that 

make me a better teacher.”   

Still beaming from her engagement this summer, 
English Learner Specialist, Shirley Jou, comes to 
us, “Grateful for the opportunity to work with such 
a dynamic school.” As a former District level   
Coordinator for English Learners, I am relentless 
in my desire to ensure our English Learners are 
able to demonstrate their understanding of      
academic language, orally and in writing.  As a 
result, I was overjoyed for our students when 
Shirley accepted the offer to work at El Carmelo 
as she brings deep knowledge of language acquisition and will teach 
rigorous lessons to ensure our students are able to achieve at a high 
level. Shirley received her BA in Psychology and Social Welfare and MA 
in Developmental   Education from UC Berkeley, and MA in Instructional 

Technology from San Jose State University.  
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CARMELETTER 
Principal’s Letter [CONTINUED] 
August 28, 2015 

Shirley Jou believes, “My greatest source of education has 
always been my day-to-day experiences with students and 
colleagues.”  Over the past twelve years, Shirley has taught 
kindergarten and third through sixth grade. When she is not 
teaching, you may find Shirley salsa dancing, cooking, 
crocheting, and learning new languages – including American 
Sign Language. “I believe that language is an essential key in 
opening doors to all academic fields. Therefore, I am excited to 
begin supporting students, families, and teachers in my new role 

as El Carmelo’s English Learner Specialist!” 

To ensure our students have the strategies to learn, play and 
grow, I am proud to share that El Carmelo now provides school 
based counseling five days per week.  Counseling and Support 
Services for Youth (CASSY) Counselor, 
Tanya Kaplow, is joining the El Carmelo 
team to help students develop skills as 
they navigate social situations in the 
classroom and on the playground. Tanya 
will work closely with our school 
Psychologist, Erika Gardiner, and provide 
school based counseling services for 

students during the school day. 

Tanya Kaplow, MA, MFTI, is a Marriage 
and Family Therapist Intern with over 10 years experience 
working with students K - 8. She holds psychology degrees from 
UC Davis and Santa Clara University. Her MA in counseling 
psychology emphasized health psychology, positive psychology 
and integrating mindfulness into psychotherapy. Tanya has 
been a student and practitioner of mindfulness for 7 years and 
has studied mindfulness both locally and internationally. As a 
dedicated therapist, Tanya brings a warm, empathic 
understanding to the issues your child is facing. She uses     
child-centered play therapy, humanistic and mindfulness-based 
interventions to bring about experiential change. Born and 
raised in rural Lake County, California, Tanya has a natural 
appreciation for sustainability, ecology, science, community and 
spirituality. Her hobbies include playing guitar, traveling, cycling 
and crafts. Tanya shares, “I am thrilled to collaborate with the 
devoted and enthusiastic teachers, staff and parents of El 
Carmelo. I look forward to building relationships with El Carmelo 

families and students this year!”  

We have many new staff members and will be welcoming one more in 
the fall. Kathy Nguyen resigned from her position as Math Specialist over 
the summer to pursue other interests.  We wish Kathy well in her new 
endeavors. I will be working with the faculty Leadership Team to        
determine student needs and hire a new Math Specialist who will       
continue providing quality mathematics extension and intervention rooted 

in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 

This school year marks my 20th year in public education and year 16 in 
the Palo Alto Unified School District (PAUSD).  I am absolutely ecstatic to 
be embarking upon this milestone with you at El Carmelo! The faculty, 
staff, students, families and surrounding community have welcomed me 
with sincere warmth and enthusiasm. I am honored to lead such an   
incredible school.  While in the PAUSD, I spent four years as the       
Principal of Escondido Elementary School, served as a Coordinator at 
the District level, a Teacher on Special Assignment, and a Reading   
Specialist at Barron Park Elementary School where I taught with current 
El Carmelo educators, Lori Beasley, Debbie Hilleary and Robert 
Siu.  Prior to coming to Palo Alto, I was a classroom teacher in Merced 
and Berkeley where I taught kindergarten, first and third grades.  When it 
comes to education, I am passionate about equity, literacy development, 
mathematical problem solving, early intervention, English Language  
Development, teacher collaboration, professional learning, student    

engagement and parent involvement. 

I am married to a wonderful educator, Milton Reynolds, who is a Senior 
Program Associate for Facing History and Ourselves. We live in the East 
Bay.  We enjoy reading (fiction for me, informational for him) fly-fishing 
(he’s really good, I’ve got incredible luck), hikes, museums and plays.  
Outside of school, you may find me at a Zumba class, knitting, trying out 
restaurants recommended on PBS’s Check Please Bay Area and      
listening to This American Life on NPR. This summer I explored my   
creative side and took an adult tap dancing class, yoga, painting and 

ceramics where I made pots and bowls. 

My theme for this school year is Joy and Relationships.  I look forward 
to cultivating joy and building relationships among our students, families, 
faculty and staff this year.  We have had a great start to the school year 
integrating all of our new members.  I look forward to working in         
partnership with you to ensure each and every child’s unique talents and 
gifts are developed and that El Carmelo is a community where every 

child can learn, play and grow. 

Warm Regards, 

Danaé L. Reynolds, M.Ed. 

Principal, El Carmelo Elementary School 
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PTA President’s Letter 

Dear El Carmelo Parents and Staff,  

On behalf of the PTA, I'd like 
to welcome you to the 2015-
2016 school year! The first 
few weeks of school are 
always so busy, and exciting. 
I hope that your students are 
settling in to their classroom, 
and back in to the school 
routine with ease. 
   
I have a son in 1st grade and 
a son in 3rd grade, and I am 
so happy that we are here at 
El Carmelo. Our school's 
community is well known for being very welcoming and 
inclusive. I enjoy giving back to the school as much as 
I can, and am thrilled to be your PTA President for this 
school year.   
 
YOU are an integral part of this wonderful school and 
community. Among many others things, YOU 
chaperone field trips, plan our family+community 
events, research parent education nights, bring food 
for classroom celebrations, run math labs and stuff 
Friday Folders. YOU donate time, money and items for 
the auction. WE are so lucky to have such a fantastic 
group of parents who help to make our school the 
fantastic place it is.  
 
If YOU haven't already, I encourage you to volunteer in 
whatever way you are able. Be it once a year, or 
weekly, there is a place for everyone to help out at El 
Carmelo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, I'd like to encourage every parent to join the 
PTA and attend our 4 times a year general PTA      
meetings. We are always looking for new ideas and want 
every voice to be heard.   

From the Parents only auction in the Spring, to our LEGO 
and Bingo nights, to the family badminton event, Lunar 
New Year Celebration, pancake breakfast and movie 
nights, there is an event for everyone to enjoy!  

Be sure to come to our Second Annual All School Picnic, 
on Tuesday September 15, 5-7pm. Bring a picnic dinner for 
your family, or plan to buy dinner from one of the two food 
trucks we've secured for the event: Arabian Bites and The 
Grilled Cheese Bandits. It promises to be another fun night 
of socializing with other El Carmelo Families!  

I have enjoyed meeting so many new faces already, and 
look forward to meeting many more over the coming 
months. 

With best wishes for a terrific school year,  

Janet Owen 
El Carmelo PTA President 
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Volunteers needed to help plan the 
2016 El Carmelo Auction! 

 

Are you a party planner? Do you enjoy organizing 
events? If so, we are looking for YOU! 

 

The annual auction is our PTA’s biggest fundraiser. Monies raised at 
the auction are used to help pay for and provide: 

-field trips for all students 

-bus transportation for most field trips  

-school supplies for every classroom 

-improvements to school grounds 

-noon time enrichment activities  

-beloved family events at El Carmelo (LEGO night, Bingo night, Family Engineering Day, 
The Lunar New Year Celebration and much more!)  

 

This year’s auction will be held on Saturday March 19th, 2016 at the University Club in Palo 
Alto. We are looking for volunteers for a wide variety of things.  

If you are interested please contact PTA President Janet Owen at Owen.Janet@gmail.com 
or VP Volunteer Services Medha Nanal at medha_00@yahoo.com 

mailto:Owen.Janet@gmail.com
mailto:medha_00@yahoo.com?subject=El%20Carmelo%20Auction
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Volunteer Thank YOU’s! 

Many thanks to the parents who have volunteered to 
help with various PTA activities during the year, as 
well as to all the parents who support our teachers and 
students, by volunteering in the classroom.   
 

Thank you also to everyone who has turned in their 

One Check Form. Your generous donations allow the 

PTA to support our teachers and provide family-

friendly activities and events for our children. Your 

contributions also help purchase basic school supplies 

and provide field trips for every student. 
 

Kinder Playdates  
Many thanks to Gloria Chung, Abby Domine, 
Stephanie Verbeek, Hanh Nguyen and 
Melanie Gurunathan for organizing playdates for our 

Kinder families over the summer.  
 
Back to School Packet Stuffing 
Thank you to Robyn Reiss, Delney Walker, Kathryn 
Lamis, Ann Holum, Susy Kim, Chris Flynn, Yan Sun, 
Shirin Zebarjadi, Devony Taylor, Jen Wiener, Maria 
Derrick and Alli Wong for helping to put together the 
informative BTS packets  
 

School Supplies 
Many thanks to Susy Kim, Allie Wong and Annie Chen 
for ordering and organizing all of the back to school 
supplies for our teachers.  
 

Class list posting celebration 
With thanks to Hannah Lee for the terrific Otter Pops, 
and to Maria Derrick, Shirin Zebarjadi, Jen Wiener, 
Maria Derrick, Chris Flynn, Susy Kim, Kathryn Lamis, 
Delney Walker, Robyn Reiss, Ann Holum and Devony 
Taylor to handing out BTS packets.  
 

Ice Cream Social  
Thanks to Cecily McReynolds and Hahn Nguyen for 
providing all the delicious ice cream on a super hot 
day, for our New+Kinder families. 
 
 

Welcome Back Coffee 
With many thanks to Christine Hodson, chairing her final 
Welcome Back Coffee! And to Lia Spencer, Kate           
Karagueuzian, Susy Kim, Ann Holum, Barbara 
Hirsch, Kathryn Lamis, Julia Jacobsen and Akiko Tracton 
for providing the delicious baked goods!  
 
Kinder Parent Coffee 
Thank you to Stephanie Verbeek for organizing the Kinder 
Parent coffee on the second day of school. 
 
Spirit Shop  
Thanks to Chantal Lacau and Maria Derrick for working 
on our Spirit Shop orders!    
 
Carmeletter/PTA Website 
Many thanks to Mike Pagan, our Carmeletter editor, and 
Rosanna Jackson, our PTA webmaster. 
 

Call for Volunteers! 
 
We are still looking for volunteers to chair/co-chair the 
following things at El Carmelo. Please contact PTA     
President Janet Owen, Owen.Janet@gmail.com or VP 
Volunteer Services Medha Na at  
Medha_00@yahoo.com if you are interested! 
 

 Auction 

 Advocacy 

 Family Restaurant Nights 

 Health and Nutrition 

 Parent Education 

 STEAM (formerly Noon Art+Maker Cart) 

 Ice Skating Party 

 Special Ed/Inclusive Schools 

 

mailto:Owen.Janet@gmail.com
mailto:Medha_00@yahoo.com
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Volunteer Services 
Hello! My name is Medha Nanal and I am the VP of Volunteer Services for year 2015-16. My daughter Aneisha is in 
Room 18 (4th grade) at El Carmelo. When I joined El Carmelo community in 2011, I was a complete newbie in the    
Elementary school system. Both my husband and I grew up in Asia, where the culture of parental involvement was not 
as strong as here in the USA. As a result, we were somewhat unsure about volunteering.  
 
Four years later, I can say that my volunteering experience has been one of my most rewarding experiences. It has 
made me much more aware of what's happening in my daughter's class, given me an idea of what's coming up on the 
horizon, and I have made several new friends at the school. At the same time, my daughter (our only child) has         
developed a much more stronger bond with the school.  
 
Our parent volunteers are a warm, friendly and a helpful lot. There is one thing in common with all of us: our passion for 
our children's education. We know that our El Carmelo parents possess a variety of talents and passions -- cooking, 
arts, sports, science, technology and so on. We need all these to help out with our events. Everyone is welcome to join 
our warm volunteer community! I assure you that you will make new friends, have lots of fun and most importantly, your 
involvement will enhance your child's sense of belonging to the community!  
 
To sign up, please fill in the online form at this URL - https://goo.gl/i1eRjS, OR fill in the green form sent in your Back-To
-School packet. Extra paper copies of this form are available at the school office. For any questions or concerns, please 
contact me: medha_00@yahoo.com.  
 

El Carmelo Green Guidelines 
Think about our Earth! El Carmelo has initiated a successful campaign to reduce waste and recycle as much as        
possible. Our school goal is zero waste. Please support this effort and teach your children about the benefits of        
conservation. Here are just a few ideas: 
  
We love seeing so many bike, walk or scooter to school! Thanks for making this a habit in your home. Also, in addition 
to packing healthy snacks and lunches, consider these guidelines: 
 

      Pack food in re-usable containers 

      Consider buying a larger container of food and sending portions in reusable containers (for example, instead of      
       go-gurts, buy a large container of yogurt and send a single serving in a re-usable container) 

      Use a small thermos for drinks instead of juice boxes or foil containers that cannot be recycled. 

      Avoid pre-packaged foods with excessive packaging 

      Encourage your child to bring home uneaten food – sometimes kids throw away whole fruit that they don’t want to  
       eat. 
 
And, we’d love to have you join the Green Team.  

Please contact 1
st
 Grade Teacher Diane McCoy (dmccoy@pausd.org) for details. 

https://goo.gl/i1eRjS
mailto:medha_00@yahoo.com
mailto:dmccoy@pausd.org
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Library News 
Welcome back to the El Carmelo School Library!  It has 
already been a busy place during recess and lunch. 
Class library times and checkouts will begin on 8/20. The 
schedule is listed below. For further information, please  
see the Library Website on the El Carmelo Elementary 
School Website under Teaching and Learning/Programs 
and Specialists at https://sites.google.com/site/
elcarmelolibrarypage/.  
 
To use BrainPop, the username is elcarmelo and the 
password is talltree9. The Library Catalog is available at 
http://elc.opals.pausd.org/bin/home. 
 
Please encourage your children to share their library 
books with you.  Help them to take care of library books 
and keep them in a safe place.  Also, remind children to 
bring books back on their scheduled library day (see 
below) to either return or renew. Some students get very 
disappointed if they are unable to check out a new book, 
because of an overdue.  
 
K/1

st
 may check out one book at time for 1 week. 2

nd
-5

th
 

may check out 2-3 books at time for 2 weeks, (one of 
their books should be a just right book for them).   
 
You may contact the library by email, note, or phone 
about overdue books. Students who have continual 
overdues will be limited and may have to keep their 
books at school.   
 

The Paperback 
Chapter Book Swap 
Box will again be 
available in the  
library for 3

rd
- 5

th
 

grade students to 
exchange used paperback chapter books.  The books 
must be in good condition, school appropriate and have 
parent consent to trade. Also, students may check out 
library videos as long as a parent accompanies them.  

We have a great collection of parent resource books.  

Come by, take a look and check them out!  

If your child has a Summer Reading Record, please 
have them turn it in to the teacher or library by the end of 
August. Congratulations to those students who have 
turned them in! Parents wishing to make donations to our 

library may participate in the Sponsor-A-Book program.  

Many thanks to those of you who have already donated 
to our library, and especially to the PTA. This helps us to 
keep our library collection cool and current!  

Thank you, Mrs. Bell and Mrs. D.  

The library class schedule is as follows:  
Monday- Rooms 5, 6, 8, 10, 15, 20, and 21 
Tuesday- Rooms 4, 16, 17, 18, and 22 
Wednesday- Rooms 14, and 19 
Thursday- Rooms 1, 3, 7 and 9 
Friday- Closed 

 

El Carmelo Welcomes Free        
Little Library 

 
Have you noticed our Free Little Library in the Reading Garden?  It was   
installed in late May and is now ready for its first full school year of use. The 
concept of a Free Little Library is simple:  take a book, leave a book. 
 
Please help us keep it stocked with children's books. (Adult books can still be 
found in the bookshelf by the front office.)  The intent of this library is to have 
children's books available at all hours so the Reading Garden can be used 7 
days a week!   
 
Many thanks to Abby Domine for suggesting and implementing this project, 
and to your El Carmelo PTA for funding it!!  

https://sites.google.com/site/elcarmelolibrarypage/
https://sites.google.com/site/elcarmelolibrarypage/
http://elc.opals.pausd.org/bin/home
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A message from PE Teacher, Diane Saunders 
Children need to wear tennis shoes (no flip flops) and comfortable clothing in order to participate successfully and 
safely. 
 
If a child has been sick or injured, I will accept a note from parent or classroom teacher. The student and I will figure 
out how they can learn the skill, or contribute to the class, in another way. 

  
Un mensaje de la maestra de Educación Física, Diane Saunders 
Los niños deben usar zapatos de tenis (no chancletas) y ropa cómoda para poder participar con éxito y de forma   
segura. 
  
Si un niño ha estado enfermo o lesionado, aceptaré una nota del padre o del maestro del salón. El estudiante y yo 
veremos la manera de averiguar cómo pueden aprender la habilidad o contribuir a la clase de otra manera. 

 

 

Lunch Form 
Did you know that your family may qualify for a free or reduced price lunch?  If you qualified last year, a new form must 
be submitted for the 2015-16 school year.  If you would like to participate this year, please complete a form.  Lunch 
forms are available in the office in both English and Spanish. 

 Formulario para el Almuerzo 
¿Sabía usted que su familia puede calificar para un almuerzo gratis o a precio reducido? Si usted calificó el año    
pasado, debe entregar un nuevo formulario para el año escolar 2015-16. Si a usted le gustaría participar este año, por 
favor complete un formulario. Los formularios para el almuerzo están disponibles en la oficina en inglés y español. 
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Living Classroom Program Launches at El       
Carmelo School  
 
Living Classroom is thrilled to be starting its services at El Carmelo School.  Living Classroom, a non-profit,           
community-based organization, inspires children to learn and value the natural world through garden-based education.   
Founded 8 years ago, the program serves students in 21 schools in Los Altos, Mountain View and now Palo Alto.  The 
hands-on, inquiry based science, math, nutrition and social studies lessons take place in school gardens which       
provide a living laboratory where lessons are drawn from real-life experiences.  Academic studies overwhelmingly 
show the effectiveness of this experiential approach to learning. 
 
In this inaugural year in Palo Alto, Living Classroom will be providing its engaging lessons to grades K-3 in five 
schools:  Duveneck, Hays, Barron Park, El Carmelo and Fairmeadow. Teachers are signing up for lessons provided 
by Living Classroom staff and trained volunteer docents.  The lessons cover topics ranging from plant life cycles to 
where real food comes from, from ecology to ethno botany.   
 
The Program is seeking interested volunteers to be trained as docents, be a classroom assistant during lessons, or 
work with our garden manager to maintain the educational gardens.  Three information meetings will be held to       
introduce the Program and our docent training sessions start on August 31

st
.  The Living Classroom office is located at 

Duveneck School, in Room #10.  
 
Information meetings will be held on: 
August 25, 2015, Fairmeadow School, Room 26, 9-10 am 
August 27, 2015, Duveneck School, Flex Room, 9-10 am 
September 2, 2015, El Carmelo School, Multipurpose Room, 9-10 am 
 
At El Carmelo, a new California Native Habitat garden will be installed soon in front of the school and will feature over 
30 species of native plants and include an outdoor seating area.  The habitat garden will host lessons covering topics 
including biodiversity, ecology and habitats, and ethno botany.  In addition, many of the planter boxes around campus 
will be growing vegetables, fruits and grains for lessons where students will be planting and harvesting edibles as part 
of their lesson activity. 
 
Come join us on Saturday, September 26, 2015, from 9:00 am-noon for a Native Habitat garden work party!  
Friends and community members are welcome as we create this wonderful learning space for El Carmelo.  
 
For more information about the Living Classroom, contact the Living Classroom Palo Alto Program Manager Shawn 
Shahin at shawns@living-classroom.org or call 650-933-5177 and visit the website at www.living-classroom.org. 

mailto:shawns@living-classroom.org
http://www.living-classroom.org
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Scholastic Monster Book Fair 
 

El Carmelo's Scholastic Monster Book Fair is coming up soon: September 14th-
18th in the MP Room. The Scholastic Fair provides affordable, popular titles for our 
children, getting them excited about reading and promoting a life-long love of books.  
Scholastic also offers many titles for parents: treat yourself to a new novel or       
cookbook. See what your kids are reading, and don't miss our Award Winners       
section! 

The Book Fair proceeds support our PTA Budget, allowing us to directly support El 
Carmelo's library: the funds from the fair allow our wonderful librarian, Leslie Bell, to 
expand our collection of books and other library materials.      

Teachers also have the opportunity to create wish lists that your family can help fulfill 
for their classrooms; gifts to the teachers from those wish lists expand the selection of 
books your children use in school on a daily basis. 

The book fair will be held in the MP room and will be open before school, during lunch and recess, and after school.  
The hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, from 8:00 am until 3:30 pm, and Wednesday, from 8:00 am until 2:30 
pm.   

Unable to stop by during the day?  Our Stories, Milk, & Cookies Night coincides with our All School Picnic on         
September 15

th
, so plan to bring your family for dinner, cookies, stories, and shopping! Please also look for the online 

version of our fair, with an expanded selection: the link will be available at the fair and featured in the e-News.  

Many of you have already offered to help: look for emails to sign up for set-up and staffing the book fair.  It is always 
fun assisting the kids as they choose books and browse new titles.  

If you have any questions or would like to help, please contact Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons:                        

katekgg@gmail.com or Maria Derrick: wesderrick@mindspring.com.  

 

Fundraising and Party Time! 
 
Welcome El Carmelo families! I'm Alli Wong, VP of Fundraising, and mom to Dylan Berger, 2nd 
grader. Our school  wouldn't be able to function without your help and donations...iPads, smart 
boards, school supplies, sandboxes and all the "stuff" you see at El Carmelo. Thank you!!!      
Besides your incredible financial help, our school is unique because of our fantastic community of 
diverse families.  
 
What better way to get to know one another than to come to a few parties we are holding this fall. 
There are still openings from our spring auction... Sign up for our 4th Annual   Ladies Back to 
School Brunch on September 17th for yummy food and drink and the always FUN Margarita  
Party   (in November) and Disco Party (dates tbd).  
The site is elcarmeloelementary.schoolauction.net/aftereffects   
 
Hope to see you on campus or at one of these fun events! 
 
Ali Wong, VP Fundraising Allison_wong17@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
mailto:wesderrick@mindspring.com
http://www.elcarmeloelementary.schoolauction.net/aftereffects
mailto:Allison_wong17@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Events and Helpful Resources 

Have an item to submit to the El Carmelo eNews?   

Send an email to elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org 

Websites and Facebook Page 
 
El Carmelo is improving and increasing its online    
presence. Here are a few places to visit: 
 
El Carmelo Website:  
http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/ 
 
El Carmelo PTA Website:  
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/ 
 
Facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/ElCarmeloPTA 
 
Please LIKE our page on Facebook -- you'll keep up to 

Community Links 
 
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs invites you to visit the info 
pages on the PTA Council website to find information on 
community sports, parent education and community    
service opportunities: 
 
Community Sports:   
http://ptac.paloaltopta.org/ 
 
Parent Education:   
http://info.paloaltopta.org/parents/ 
 
Community Service:   
http://info.paloaltopta.org/service/ 

Palo Alto Partners in Education (PiE) 
 
PiE FAQs available at papie.org. 
 
We welcome all questions and comments… and volunteers! :)  
 
El Carmelo PiE Team: Yan Sun, Sarah Cornwell, Mizuho Goto, Medha Nanal, and Susy Kim  
 
PiE Donations  
 
We welcome your donation or pledge in ANY AMOUNT that is comfortable for your family.  
Donations are 100% tax deductible. Donate or pledge now at papie.org OR email elcarmelo@papie.org 

4th Annual Ladies Back to School Brunch 

 

There are still slots available to attend the annual luncheon that is an auction fundraiser for the PTA. Hosted by Ann 
Holum and Kathryn Lamis, this annual event provides great food and drinks and a chance to catch up with everyone 
after the kids go back to school.  
 
Under school-age children are welcome. We’d love to see you!! 
 
Date: 09/17, 11:00 am—1:30 pm  
Cost: $30.00 
 
Email: Kathryn.lamis@gmail.com if you’re interested in attending 

mailto:elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org
http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ElCarmeloPTA
http://info.paloaltopta.org/parents/
http://info.paloaltopta.org/service/
http://papie.org
http://papie.org
mailto:elcarmelo@papie.org
mailto:Kathryn.lamis@gmail.com?subject=4th%20Annual%20Ladies%20Back%20to%20School%20Brunch

