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CARMELETTER 
 CALENDAR  

 November 

     4 Wed: PTA Executive Board  
  6 Fri: Coffee with the Principal 8:30 
    6 Fri: Ice Skating Party 5:30 
   11 Wed: No School / Veterans Day 
   13 Fri: See’s Candy Fundraiser Begins 
   16-20: PiE Double Your Donation Challenge Grant 
   18 Wed: Sponsor A Book 1:30-2:30 
   19 Thurs: Treasure Island Performance 4:30 
   20 Fri: Treasure Island Performance 7:00 
   21 Sat: Treasure Island Performance 2:00      
   26-27: No School / Thanksgiving Break 
           

 December 
     2 Wed: PTA Executive Board 
     9 Wed: Sponsor A Book 1:30-2:30 
  11 Fri: Coffee with the Principal 8:30 
    21-31: WINTER BREAK, No School  
      

 January 
     1 Fri: WINTER BREAK, No School   
 
  Find the 2015-2016 El Carmelo School Events & PTA   
  calendar here: elcarmelo.pausd.org.   
 
  Find the district calendar on this page:                                    
  http://events.pausd.org/ 

Principal’s 
Letter 
November 6, 2015 

Dear El Carmelo Families,  
 
We have had an incredible first 
trimester of teaching and 
learning!  As I visit classrooms I am consistently 
impressed with the high levels of student-centered 
instruction provided by our dedicated and talented 
faculty. I absolutely delight in seeing the incredible 
student engagement at each level from our youngest 
learners discovering what is needed to make plants 
grow to our oldest learners collaborating with 
partners and using PowerPoint to explain their 
problem solving strategies in mathematics to their 
peers.   

I am working hard to get into classrooms as much as 
possible as teaching and learning are the heart of 
our work as educators. Classroom visits, talking with 
children about what they are learning, and watching 
dynamic teaching is the best part of being a 
Principal! If you have a chance, please take a look at 
the examples of the outstanding teaching and 
learning happening each day; photos are on the 
bulletin board in the office and in the office windows.  

When I visit classrooms I see commitment to each 
and every student, each and every day. To ensure 
instruction is differentiated to meet student needs, El 
Carmelo teachers are engaging in a Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) in math, writing and 
reading. Time is allocated at our staff meetings for 
teachers to create common formative assessments, 
analyze results and determine areas of focus.  
Teachers then work together to plan lessons that will 
extend student learning. Teachers collect and 
analyze student work each week and determine next 
instructional steps. This cycle can last 4 – 6 weeks 
and may be repeated should students need 
additional instruction and practice to gain 
proficiency.   

 

In addition to our staff meetings, teachers have common 
planning time during the week for this collaboration.  As I 
visit classrooms, it is clear that El Carmelo students are 
benefitting from the thoughtful discussions and lesson   
planning involved in the PLC process. Each teacher utilizes 
instructional strategies to build upon student prior 
knowledge, active participation, academic vocabulary,    
language use, and critical thinking.  

http://elcarmelo.pausd.org./
http://events.pausd.org/
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CARMELETTER 
Principal’s Letter [CONTINUED] 
November 6, 2015 

In my conversations with teachers about students 
and their learning, the level of personal reflection 
and commitment to each and every student brings 
me incredible joy. El Carmelo teachers and 
instructional aides are working hard, having fun, and 
making a significant difference in the lives of our 
students.  

The result of the strong instructional practice across 
the grades at El Carmelo is evidenced by our 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) 
results. This is the standardized assessment given 
to all California public school students in grades       
3-11. The SBAC was administered to El Carmelo 
students in the spring of 2015. Parents received 
their child’s results in early October. El Carmelo 
hosted a Parent Education night, Understanding the 
SBAC featuring PAUSD Director of Research and 
Assessment, Chris Kolar. He also met with El 
Carmelo teachers in early October to review our 
assessment results. Students in the PAUSD and El 
Carmelo in particular, performed very well on this 
assessment.   
 
This tells us that our focus on differentiated 
instruction using the Common Core State Standards 
(what students should know and be able to 
demonstrate at each grade level) aligned curriculum, 
and student centered classroom environment is 
effective. While this assessment is only one 
measure, it is an important one. For more 
information about the SBAC results please visit:   
http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/sb2015/default and select 
search test results. 

 

 
Welcome New Staff Members!  
As the parents in room 14 know, 
fifth grade teacher, Heather Stone is 
on maternity leave. We are excited 
to have Maggie Noble join our team.  
Maggie shared, “I am thrilled and 
honored to teach at El Carmelo.” 
Maggie was raised in the Southern 
California town of Redlands, which 
is best known for delicious oranges.  

She attended San Diego State University and graduated 
with a B.A. in sociology and will be receiving her teaching 
credential through Cal State Teach in December. She has 
been a student teacher at Escondido Elementary in the Palo 
Alto Unified School District, teaching 2

nd
 and 4

th
 grades, and 

at Taylor Elementary in San Jose, teaching kindergarten.   

Maggie’s mother, a kindergarten teacher, inspired her to 
become an educator. Maggie shared, “My favorite part of 
teaching is witnessing and being part of a student’s          
accomplishments, big and small. I strive to create an       
enjoyable learning environment that is safe and respectful.”  
This latte lover is a voracious reader and also enjoys       
exploring different hiking spots around the Silicon Valley. 

Maggie would like for you to know, “I have heard nothing 
but great things about the students, parents, and teachers 
at El Carmelo, and I am very excited for the opportunity to 
be part of this community! Feel free to stop by Room 14 to 
say hello! Thank you for welcoming me to the school!” 

All schools in the PAUSD now have Home School Liaisons.  
This support staff works with families of currently enrolled 
students at each school to facilitate a better connection  
between the home and school. El Carmelo is pleased to 
welcome Stephanie Soria Mendoza to our team. She will be 
on site every Monday from 7:30-10:30AM. Stephanie is 
Spanish speaking and will be a wonderful interpreter to    
facilitate communication between our Spanish speaking 
families and our school. She has already reached out and 
helped parents and teachers connect.   
 
 

http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/sb2015/default
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CARMELETTER 
Principal’s Letter [CONTINUED] 
November 6, 2015 

The oldest of eight, this music lover grew up in in Mountain View and East Palo Alto where she 
still resides. A lover of travel, Stephanie shares, “I have been to six countries (Mexico, Panama, 
South Korea, Cambodia, Germany and Spain), and I have traveled to multiple states. I was a 
rising junior when I went on my first trip out of state without my family.”  

A recent graduate of UC Berkeley, Stephanie majored in Social Welfare and minored in Ethnic 
Studies. She plans to get her Masters Degree in Social Work, College Advising, or College 
Counseling.  
 
Stephanie wants you to know, “I am excited to be working at El Carmelo. I look forward to building a relationship with 
staff, parents, and students. I also want to help increase parent involvement through supporting the school with 
translation/interpreting in Spanish and providing outreach to parents. Please stop by the office on a Monday morning 
between 7:30 and 10:30AM. I am looking forward to meeting you!” 

We are thrilled to have Maggie and Stephanie join our team!  

Thank you parents for your continued involvement and support of our faculty, staff, PTA and PiE. Your commitment 
to working in partnership with us makes El Carmelo a wonderful place for our students to learn, play, and grow. I 
look forward to seeing you at drop off, pick up, a Principal’s Coffee, PTA event, or Site Council Parent Education 
night. 

Warm Regards, 
Danaé L. Reynolds, M.Ed. 
Principal, El Carmelo Elementary School 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for participating in a terrific Pumpkin Display! 
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PTA President’s Letter 

Dear El Carmelo Parents and Staff,  

Did you enjoy the fantastic Halloween parade and Pumpkin display as much as I did?! Such a 

wonderful tradition, for parents and students alike! We are well into our school year, and I 

hope your children are having a great time while learning all sorts of new things. We thank all 

of you who have signed up to volunteer and have returned the One Check Form to the office. 

If you haven’t already done so, please consider becoming a member of the PTA and 

supporting our school and children in this important way.  

 

It’s not too late to join! The One Check Forms provide about 30% of our PTA’s budget each year. Forms can be 

found at our website and can still be turned into the office: http://elcarmelowp.paloaltopta.org 

Noontime Activities: 
The PTA has helped implement a variety of activities and events for students to participate in during noon recess 
this year, after parent feedback showed this was an area of interest. Specifically our fabulous “Tacolicious Maker 
Cart” is getting a lot of use on Wednesdays and Fridays, as we have hired an amazing instructor to come up with 
and complete STEAM projects to do with the kids each week. Students are making and creating and learning!  
 
Two new activities this year include the popular Zumba dance class on Tuesdays (Rumor has it that if you pop 
your head in, not only will you see many students exercising, but you might also catch a glimpse of our Principal 
Mrs. Reynolds working out with the kids!) and the gardening club on Wednesdays, run by Living Classrooms. 
Once again, we also have a great number of students enjoying our popular “Run Club”, that is entirely led by 
parent volunteers on Mondays.  
 
Without your help, these wonderful activities wouldn’t be possible. We are appreciative and thankful for all your 

support.  

Sincerely, 

Janet Owen                                                                                  

El Carmelo PTA President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://elcarmelowp.paloaltopta.org/
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Volunteer Thank YOU’s! 

With many thanks to the following people for chairing 

events this Fall… 

 

International Welcome Dinner: Sarah Cornwell 

Kinder Back to School Night: Patrick Peavey 

Back to School Night: Margrethe Vassbotn and 

Frederica Ruppert 

 

Staff Welcome Luncheon: Theresa McCann-Packer 

and Rachel Cooley 

 

Stanford Football Games Fundraiser: Kori Shaw 

Scholastic Book Fair: Maria Derrick and Kate K. 

Gibbons 

 

Coffee with the Principal: Rashmi Hunt 

3
rd

 Grade Bike Safety Rodeo: Shawn Owen and 

Erich Heilman 

 

Tacolicious Restaurant Fundraiser: Alli Wong and 

Liz Heilman 

 

Student Directory Compilation: Tom Tan 

Mobile Bike Repair: Taryn Irulegui 

Unity Day: Alison Chao, Hanh Nguyen and Maria 

Derrick  

 

Children’s Theatre Production: Julia Jacobsen 

Pumpkin Display: Lynn Fisher and Lorna Thornton 

 

 

 
 

Site Council 
El Carmelo’s Site Council, comprised of parents and 
teachers, has approved the Site Plan, which 
sets annual goals for academic and social emotional 
growth. Site Council members are also analyzing the El 
Carmelo Parent Survey, which was administered in May 
2015, to set focus areas for our work this year.  
 
Based on this feedback, some short term actions Site 
Council has taken include: replacing the orange walking 
safety flags, posting a friendly reminder sign about safe 
student drop off on Ramona Street, and determining        
Parent Education topics for this year.   
 
These topics include: Kid Power, Raising Happiness,   
Socioeconomic Awareness and Digital Safety. Should you 
wish to attend a Site Council meeting, join us on the last 
Tuesday of the month from 3:15-4:45PM in the              
library.  
 
Please contact Mrs. Reynolds dreynolds@pausd.org 
or Site Council Chair, Robyn Reiss 
robyn.reiss@gmail.com, if you have any questions! 

mailto:dreynolds@pausd.org
mailto:robyn.reiss@gmail.com
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Sponsor-a-Book 

 
The library at El Carmelo is an enriching resource and a haven for our children—its collection not only provides titles 
for pleasure reading but also supplements their classwork.  Sponsor-a-Book is your chance to support the library 
while also honoring family members, teachers, or friends with a personalized message.   

How do you sponsor a book? 
You may have already donated $15 for each book sponsored on the PTA's One-Check form.  Mark your calendars 
for Wednesday November 18

th
 or Wednesday December 9th: the library will be open after school from 1:30-2:30 

pm for you and your child to come select a book for adoption.  Haven't sponsored a book yet, but would like to?  No 
problem: come to the library one of those Wednesdays and bring your wallet or checkbook with you.  Donations are 
entirely tax-deductible, and all funds go to the purchase and maintenance of the library’s books. 
 
Can your child choose the book? 
Your child can select a book from a shelf compiled by our librarian, Leslie Bell, or he or she may pick a favorite title 
from the shelves of the library, as long as the book chosen has not previously been sponsored.  You and your child 
can place a personal inscription in the book on a bookplate, leaving a lasting legacy for the El Carmelo community. 
Thanks to all who have already donated: your generosity enriches our children's experience.  

Questions? Please contact Kate Karagueuzian Gibbons at katekgg@gmail.com. 

Lunch Form 
Lunch Form 
Did you know that your family may qualify for a free or reduced price lunch?  If you qualified last year, a new form 
must be submitted for the 2015-16 school year. If you would like to participate this year, please complete a 
form. Lunch forms are available in the office in both English and Spanish. 
  
Formulario para el Almuerzo 
¿Sabía usted que su familia puede calificar para un almuerzo gratis o a precio reducido? Si usted calificó el año 
pasado, debe entregar un nuevo formulario para el año escolar 2015-16. Si a usted le gustaría participar este 
año, por favor complete un formulario. Los formularios para el almuerzo están disponibles en la oficina en inglés y 
español. 

mailto:katekgg@gmail.com
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Palo Alto Children’s Theater 
Come one, come all to the Palo Alto Children’s Theater production of Treasure Island at El Carmelo. A group 
of 40 4

th
 and 5

th
 graders have been rehearsing for almost 2 months to bring you this play about pirates and  

buried treasure! Come and enjoy the play with your family in the El Carmelo MP Room. There are three shows 
to choose from! Any questions, please contact Julia Jacobsen at juliacjacobsen@gmail.com 
 

mailto:juliacjacobsen@gmail.com
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Living Classroom Program Root 
 
Living Classroom has been busy planting seeds at El Carmelo School, providing 19 lessons to K-3 students in       
September and October, with many more to come!  All K-3 teachers are participating. Lesson topics this fall include: 
 

photosynthesis  
plant life cycle  
producers and consumers (social studies standard) 
functions of parts of plants, 
decomposition and how nature recycles 
using the scientific method in a real live experiment to test a hypothesis  
ethnobotany in the native garden 
symbiotic relationships between plants 
habitats 
introduction to surface area and other measurements 
making bar graphs to represent data 
nutrition and healthy eating—fruits, vegetables and whole grains 
 

The Program is seeking interested volunteers to be trained as docents or assistant docents  or work with our garden 
manager to maintain the educational gardens. A new round of docent training sessions start on Monday, December 7

th  
 

from 9 a.m. – noon and continue on December 14
th
 and resume for 2 more Monday mornings after the holiday break.    

At El Carmelo, the 3 Sisters Native American garden is being harvested as part of the 3d grade Fall Harvest lesson 
and 2

nd
 graders are planting winter wheat for the “Seed to Pretzel” three-part lesson spanning the entire school year.  

First graders planted fruits and vegetables to be harvested in the winter for the future “Growing Vegetable Soup”     
lesson. Kindergarteners had their introduction to planting and used their senses to observe in the garden and respect 
the living things in the garden—both flora and fauna. 
 
On September 26

th
, the new California Native Habitat garden was planted with the help of parent volunteers and     

volunteers from the SAP Corporation. The garden features over 30 species of native plants, over 100 new plants total, 
along a meandering pathway and including an outdoor seating area. The habitat garden will host lessons covering   
topics including biodiversity, ecology and habitats, and ethnobotany.  
 
In addition, a new garden club has started up for 4

th
 and 5

th
 graders meeting every Wednesday at lunchtime, led by 

Living Classroom garden manager, Patti Berryhill. The students will be embarking on a wonderful array of activities 
and learning experiences in the gardens on campus.  
 
Founded 8 years ago, the program serves students in 21 schools in Los Altos, Mountain View and now Palo Alto. The 
hands-on, inquiry based science, math, nutrition and social studies lessons take place in school gardens that provide a 
living laboratory where lessons are drawn from real-life experiences.   
 
For more information about the Living Classroom and to learn more about volunteering, contact the Living Classroom 
Palo Alto Program Manager Shawn Shahin at shawns@living-classroom.org or call 650-933-5177 and visit the      
website at www.living-classroom.org. 
 

mailto:shawns@living-classroom.org
http://www.living-classroom.org
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Upcoming Events and Helpful Resources 

Have an item to submit to the El Carmelo eNews?   

Send an email to elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org 

Websites and Facebook Page 
 
El Carmelo is improving and increasing its online    
presence. Here are a few places to visit: 
 
El Carmelo Website:  
http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/ 
 
El Carmelo PTA Website:  
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/ 
 
Facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/ElCarmeloPTA 
 
Please LIKE our page on Facebook -- you'll keep up to 

Community Links 
 
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs invites you to visit the info 
pages on the PTA Council website to find information on 
community sports, parent education and community    
service opportunities: 
 
Community Sports:   
http://ptac.paloaltopta.org/ 
 
Parent Education:   
http://info.paloaltopta.org/parents/ 
 
Community Service:   
http://info.paloaltopta.org/service/ 

Palo Alto Partners in Education (PiE) 
 
PiE FAQs available at papie.org. 
 
We welcome all questions and comments… and volunteers! :)  
 
New El Carmelo PiE Team: Robyn Reiss, Yan Sun, Sarah Cornwell, Susy Kim 
 
PiE Donations  
We welcome your donation or pledge in ANY AMOUNT that is comfortable for your family.  
Donations are 100% tax deductible. Donate or pledge now at papie.org OR email elcarmelo@papie.org 

Palo Alto Children’s Theater 
Come one, come all to the Palo Alto Children’s Theater production of Treasure Island at El Carmelo.  A group of 40 4

th
 

and 5
th
 graders have been rehearsing for almost 2 months to bring you this play about pirates and  buried treasure!  

Come and enjoy the play with your family in the El Carmelo MP Room. There are three shows to choose from! Any 
questions, please contact Julia Jacobsen at juliacjacobsen@gmail.com 
 

PERFORMANCES (MP Room) 

Thursday, November 19th at 4:30 PM 

Friday, November 20th at 7:00 PM 

Saturday, November 21st at 2:00 PM 

mailto:elcarmeloPTA_enews@paloaltopta.org
http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/
http://elcarmelo.paloaltopta.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ElCarmeloPTA
http://info.paloaltopta.org/parents/
http://info.paloaltopta.org/service/
http://papie.org
http://papie.org
mailto:elcarmelo@papie.org
mailto:juliacjacobsen@gmail.com

